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;':    '■■■■;   TO.  A    I    V  .1   I    .'■ 

Cert  A  in  ,G  en,t  l  em  a^.  ; 


jrE.C  A.'ue  E  1  J^nQ^^^,  it 
I .  wirould  ,giv^.  70U  ^s&,  99"' 
-— --7  Arpcrn,  to /find  your_rNanie 
tn-  ag.^^pigcttinciit  J^tjrr,  than  ^fote 
t^c  d^ti^  Pvdicftiqn  ^f  ^  mederii 
A«itl«)r,t,|.«>Bc«a  tev  ,  1 

- ;  liftiai  Mkme^a  <6  idly  to;^ou« 
thii'Vhfy  ;7^u>aite,  M  leafl,:~tuidei  no 
-  :  .Ij  a  ^  neqef- 
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B£D  IV  ATI  6  lit 

txa&tf  of  taking  k  to  jroutMfr 
Nor  <«rlKii  I  boaft  o£  your  Favour^ 
need  you  bluHi  to  We  tdtow^d  tlbem. 
Or  I  may  iio#  give  you  all  the 
Attributes,  that  raife  a'  wife,  and 
good-haturM  Man,  to  Efteem,  and 
Happiaefi,-  and  not  be  cenfured  as  a 
Flatterer  by  my  own,  or  your  Ene-~ 
mies.— — I  place  my  own  firft ;  te- 
c^'as  diey  are  'ibe  gietfet 'I<fciifiber, 
I  aar'  sifnad-  c£-  liot  paying  thd.  |;Mater' 
Rd|iea  tb  llietiiV  -Yours,  if fuch  there . 
are,  f  bH^efaic  iJim  weSciJred''  »i 
4ee!ne  Aonfi^:  Ait-iii-'tteie-U 
no  Hazard,  or  vSible  3!t»riir,'!  M- 4d 
Attack,  upon  my  de&ncelcfs  Station, 
my  Cenfurers  btivegenerdliy  batttBer- 
fimtjdf '.an  intiEpid  Sinceiityi  ffariic 
—  .1  5   ..  there- 


tfaoKigefibiit  tbe  Door,  agunft :  dmo, 
■vhaiei  am  l&in  pintel^  add^cffiog 
jfOD,  J..h3KerUttle  to  ^pprebml,  ,{bm 
«!id)er  of  tbeiB.     .  ■        :■■■■., 

,  UndfT^Sbigltca',  ^n,  I  myMp- 
If  ttllfflu,  Tl»t the  gra^eft  ^ncou- 
^agdpcftt,  -I  We  Jiad  to  jiublifli  this 
WiB^i^ii&afroin  tfeieVEralUoiv« 
of  .Partense  .y<»u  !«»*  hsfi.  .we,  at  jlie 
Bcadiiig  it'  Jc  »  true^  I  (oolc  the 
Aihnatage  of  jpur  LeKin^  in  tlie 
Xkwottjr,  nriKie  oodentte  Matta* 
fkrve-iac  Amiifineiit ;  and  diere  in- 
4ecd,  hv  bi  ymiT  Good-oatiin:,  for 
^-cld  AiTiynrinittmae,  or  your  Reluc- 
tance to  fnt^  Vapi^  of  an  Andior 
/q^tlof  flOHntenaggoe,  aaj  hare  coried 
A3  you, 
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jnSK;"!  ■  cannot' be- litre  5  'Sttil  'yd  Ap4 
pekriifces  gliffc'  (nf  flkmger-  Hopes  t 
I'or  'wai  nbr  the'  CbmpMfence  dP  S 
whole  Evening's  Attention,  as  nitlcR 
as  an  Author  of  more  Importance 
ought  to  have  expefted  ?  Wliy '  then 
was  1  defired  the  next  Day;  td  gi*t 
Jrou  a -fecbrid  Lefture?  OrnAywaJ 
rkejrt  a  third  Dajr,  withyou,  4o'teD 
you  more  of  the  fante  Story  ?  If  theft 
CifcOinflances  have  riiade  me  vdn; 
fcall'I  fay,  Sir,  yon  are  aocountaUfc 
for  them  ?  No,  Sir,  I  wiU  rather  fo 
fir  flatter  myfelf,  as  to  fuppofe  it  pot 
fible.  That  your  having  heen  a  Lover 
of  the  Stage  (and  one  of  thofe 'few 
good  Judges,  who'  know  Ae  Ufe  and 
Value  of  it,  Under  a'r^ht Regulation) 
-..  •  might 
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ni^t  in-line  yqo  to  think  jo  ippoai 
an  Accf untoC  Jt  a  Ids  tvdioiaAmuie- 
aaiafy  ihap  it  jsay  qatiuaUjr  be,  to 
aches  of  difierentgoodSenfi^  who 
nay-  have  le&  CkHicern,  or  TaAe  (ot 
k.  But.be.  aJl  this  as  it  may  ^  the 
Scat  i8:now  bom,  and  rather,  dian  fee 
it.ftaf^  upon  the  Bare  Faii(h  Pio- 
yiioa,  I  chc^  thus  clandeftindyv 
to  drop  it  at  your  I}oor,  that  it 
a»ay  eascife  One  of  your  many.Viiw 
tussj  your  Charily,  in  fuppwtii^  it.- 

•  If  the  V/Wld  were  Co  know,,  iot* 
.wliQ(e  JIands  Ibave  thtown'it,  tbcb 
Jl^tdifd  its . Patron  mig^t  indioe 
itbeiB::io)Kat  it  as.:one  of  1H<  Fanit- 
ly:  Bi«tm«h«Con£ioufoers<}f  tt'lult 
A  4  I 


«W  ff  pm  V^,  ia  BMk,  vea 
fs  d»j[>v)tUflk  J|iAice<o  yaarCh^nco 
tet,/thep,  4a<3s«4>  the  GaoBcHauat-of 

£uy  i:|ii^aiqe::     But  am  I,  Sir,  df 

to  joHmiouf  tpMr.  .?  werelto 
ief  ;btA,  ^  -the  moft  budable  lig^, 
diat  7irut)«,  4Dd  good  SenfccouU  ^fo. 
^!^,  «r  jiw  own  Likeoefs  wohU  le. 
quite  J  m^  offi<ao\is  Mtt«  wcndd  bs 
loft  in  that  general  Efteem,  and  Re« 
gud,  whM;h  People  of  the  6A  Con- 
fequeiKie,  «vco  af  .different  !Bntie», 
jijive  .^  FieftTwe  in  flying  binw  -  En^ 
(ijraiasis  ito'Superiara  from  Authon 
4if  )o^  Life,  St  thegr  UB  EBlUFaltjr 
liable 
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BE  nicArio rr. 

KKbfe  ««  {M^Hciao,  OBI  atirwiyjit- 
^f.iifttc,  ta  what  before  was  vifflile 
to"4]ie  pobBbk  fijre :  Sucii  Ofiaingi 
(Wilfe  &e  SlOt:  «&7  tne  genentll/  didt- 
(otid)  Uk  A^AS  facenfe,  evaporate, 
Ob  die  Altar,  and  todier  gratify  tbe 
Pritft,  tfaantbcDeiF^. 

Ihit  yon,  Sir,  are  to  be  approach* 
ti  in  Terms,  within  the  Reach  of  corn- 
loan  Senle :  The  honeft  Oblation  of  a 
cbcai^  Heart,  is  as  much  as  jrou  de- 
&e,  or  I  am  able  to  bring  you  :  A 
-Heart,  ^caX  has  juft  ^eak  enough,  to 
cnisi  RelpeA,  vilh  Intimacjr,  and  is 
pe^  idgte  dc£ghted,  than  when  your 
ncral  Hours  of  Leiiure  admit  me,  with 
all  my  laughing  Spirits,  to  be  my  idle 
'felf, 


fclf,  W  id ;  tbc  ,w;hok  Day't  Paflfef- 
fipn;  ,ofvypu,l.  Theoj  Jt>4eQi»  JMvt: 
^jBafdn'lp.be;ymn;  :Iaiil,:tlleoi'<ii£i 
tiqgt^i&cd,  "by  a  FWutE  too  greats 
to-be  concesrd,  and.  could  aliiioft>pit]t 
tibi«  Man  of  gtayer  Merit,  thatdufs 
not  receire  it,  with  the  laiiie  unguarde 
TianfpoFt !  This  Nakednefi  of  TeoH- 
per.  the  World,  may  .place,  in  what 
Ran^  of  Folly,-  or  Weaknefs  they 
pickle  ;  bat  -till  Wifdom,  can  .gist 
;ne  fomething,  -  that  will  rmake  ac 
|nore  heartily  happy,  I  am.  con-^ 
tent,  to  be  gaz'd  at,  as^  I  .'am,  withf- 
out  IclTening  my  Refped,  for  thol^ 
nthoTe  Paflions  may  be  Oiore  fabsrir 
covered.  , 


Yet, 


-l.'^l'.'-j  ^^£LI..■   -..-r   .■.    ■;    A    .11,    .!•; 

mit  thoLufttt'of  ^aur'publidc  Med;^ 
tke  Affluence;,  of'  ^our  Emtune,.'  jioiii 
Ugh  Figine  in  life,  .  Bar  tbd'ciiDT 
nouabtc  pifttqftionsi  whicfa  yita  Iwd 
ixther  ds&rre.  than  be  told  of,  that 
{bkc:  ia  itaaiy  jeiti  made  iti^  ^iaui 
i^att  hang  after. you:!  Thdb  an 
but  incidental  Ornaments,  that,  'tis 
tnte,  :-  raajr  be.  of  Service'  to  you, 
in  the  World's  Opinion  ;  ■  and  tiiougfa^ 
aS' «ne.  among,  the  Croud,  I  may 
i^oice,  that  Froridence  has.  fo.  de- 
AxvtdJy-  beftowad  diem.;  yet  my 
^ftieutar  AttMJiilKitt  has  ti&n  frdiA 
a  raeer  natural,  and  more  engag- 
ing Charm,  the  Agreeable  'Com- 
■  I     J  panioni 

<.itH)t^le 


panicnl   Nor  is  mjr  Vani^  half  fo' 

SenJe  it  ia  ibsOeS^et.yaatBot 
actf !  Wan  I  &ejaa  haftSHt  te 
Advaidagesa£Supetiaiit7,aiid%  four 
oarh  Chtarfiilncfc  of  %>iiits,  sail  lOtit 
idl  that  Natuie  'has  given  ine  to  meet 
liwm ;  ^tua  'tis  I  Caflejrou^  AeaiJtt 
ma liighJ  I:de£re-I  I fofie&  ywl  I 

Ye^  Sir,  ia thisdiftiDguifit'il Hap* 
pae&i  Igtrenotupoqr  ioidierShaic 
of  that  Pleafiue,  «r  of  tliat  Right  I 
liare  to  look  upon  jron,  with  43w 
p^iqk  E^  and  to  join  in  tbegct- 
iwral  Jt.«gai4  fo  uaaoinoufly  pgy'd  {[^ 
th»t  uncoowan  ^ittw.  four  Lm- 
gmufl  This,  Sir,  theW«lda41»w«J"p 
conljpi- 
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dnt,  hastentHii^vB  theMeiKJ'nei- 
dKt-  Ak  ride'  Uctece  tif  BettiaJba-, 
anr  thc^tjiigfe  of  Fartj^  lu  eMv 
OBCQ  ^<m#B>  «a  ie  the  koft  Abt  ' 
peutubes^  M  ICeJ^ttiack  '^  iAt* 
ceamafKBngFtnnr.'that,  ii^pObCdii 
^csftaa^'ins^ydu  bean)  wkh  fiit& 
Attcadoi^!'  'niii  it  hi  that  dSbaet^ 
iga,  aiid'Kfeps^fieBt  A^Iofiiiuaginli 
of 'I%T|juffic^"snd'w>l|nctbiy^  antt'^tt* 

gKt^infi»f>if»ii6isigf.  i  Vmh'c  tOriw 
'.:     .  ^  cover'd 

n,,|N,-.^ii,G00glc 


eavep'd  toA..*  Sfm/aa^  sAppl^sii^iani, 
tBt;nie:tlieref9rs.oniy,.lBl^  to  }tcn,~a*. 
Attf^^adum  :jfcr .fa .1 ; wU|.;<?H!  'i*)^ 

have  i«is^)i#beet  1^  ^ks^i  Om^ 

fliit, 'you pa/»  ;fo  nUBBjr *atiooal,., «a^ 

Tnncs,  to  l^ave  been  adnitfcd,  ftill 
pUyfr..Jni«)f,  ippnqiy,,~n|o?6  like  -8; 
fiaMeus,;tJ»n.a<'i;(aljBtyoyi»B;)el  How, 

sm^y  €^diMi;  ftf9>fflg»;">  -^t-TlnS" 
tried  Pjapall^Wf 7«ra*or:4'^'^;  •'^'J 
Iwpgjpg  eroi<es,,";h»ye,:  I:Vin^;«t»>  -ao^ 

pii^eft!  .Whethe?  thtRefiwOof  C«f«rti 
in  Goft,  Maeat^cHUTrAt  ciByWWi^itb 
HTjiof  An^(jUiti«|,  in>gb(«at)aut-blta«, 

i.;..  the 
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liiB'/M^kx  Mtaiditaf,  tbeniodeftOr- 
tnwmtsofyonr  T^i/ib,  is  sbtwjthid 
te^  i^iding'to  detdtmiiie:  -But  iixi 
the  united  Rwefof  Nature,  Art,,  iti 
Eh^ahiceofTafti)  'could  have  tfarotvii 
&  many  tatkifObjeas,  Jnfca.rfibri 
ddijgtit^'rllatiiaoBy,'  is  '^tyoiii-  nf 
€iAcejitiBD.'  '--•'  '  -  ■'■•■'■  -■  1  • ,  -^ 
■/aU  .-:.:.  ■■;•  ■«'''^* 

;  When  I  confida  you,  in  this  View, 
and  as.  tbe  Geottenian  oT'Ekiiaence, 
fiiiTOunded  wi^.tl^e  genajLl  B«aevo- 
l^cp^C  ManUnd  J  I  rejoic^  Sir,  for 
•JfWJ,  *i4  fennjfelf  J  W&nTm,  in  tbds 
^at^cul^r  Li^t  of  Merit,  and  toy- 
^*i^m(jtiw»^'  admitted  to  my  mote 
-tfaab-cqnal  8bafe  of  you.      '  ■  '■-^'^ 


If 

,,-.rihyGOOglC 


D  E  D  J  C  AT I  0  X 

If  this  Afohg^  iat  rcij  paft  Life 
diicoorages  you  not,  from  holding  me, 
in  jasa  ufual  Favour,  let  me  quit  thU 
greater  Stage,  th?  World;  whenever 
I  may,  I  ibJl  think' Tllui,  thft  >:(b- 
^ded  Part  qf  any  I  We  undertaken, 
fince  you  iirft  condcfcended  to  laugh 
with, 

,•        &I.K  .:.    ■ 


•-!  oi  L«!^  A^^f^fff™*!*','.:  ; 


ffvovenib,  5. 


Collet  CiIieii. 
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A  P  O  L  O  G  Y 

FO  R    THE 

Life  of  Mr.  Colley  Gibber,  Mc. 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

The  IntroduSim.  7&  Author's  Birtb.  Various 
Fortune  at  School,  Not  lik'dby  tbofe  he  hv'd 
there.  Why.  ADtgreJkn  upon 'Raillery,  Tht 
Vfe  end  Ahuje  of  it.  The  Comforts  of  Folly. 
Vanity  of  Greatnefs.  Laughing^  no  bad  PH- 
iofopby. 

lOU  know,  Sir,  I  have  often  told  yon,^ 

9|  that  one  time  or  other  I  fhould  pve 

S  the  Publick  Some  Memoirs  of  my 

3  own  Life;  at  which  yoa  have  never 

fkil'd  to  laugh,  like  a  Friend,  without  laying  a 

word  to  dilTuade  me  from  it ;  concluding,  I 

fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  wild  Thought  could  not 

pombly  require  a  ferious  Anfwer.  But  you  Tee 
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I  was  in  earneft.  And  now  you  will  Jay,  die 
World  will  find  me,  under  my  own  Hand,  a 
weaker  Man  dian  perhaps  I  may  have  pals'd 
for,  even  among  my  Enemies.— With  all 
my  Heart !  my  Enemies  will  then  read  me  with 
PleaTure,  and  jrou,  perhaps,  with  Envy,  when 
you  find  that  Follies,  wimout  the  Reproach  of 
Guilt  upon  them,  are  not  inconliftent  with 
H^pineJs.— — But  why  make  my  Follies  pub- 
lick  ?  Why  not  ?  I  have  pafs'd  my  Time  very 
pleafantly  vnth  them,  and  I  don't  recoiled 
that  they  have  ever  been  hurtful  to  any  otho: 
Man  living.  Even  iadmitting  they'  were  inju- 
didoufly  chofen,  would  it  not  be  Vanity  in  me 
io  take  Shame  tomylelf  for  nbt  being  found  a 
Wife  Man?  Really,  Kr,  my  Appetites  were 
in  too  much  hafte  to  be  happy,  to  throw  away 
my  Time  in  purfuit  of  a  Name  I  was  fure  I 
could  never  arrive  at. 

Now  the  Follies  I  irankly  confefs,  I  look 
upon  as,  in  fome  meafure,  difcharged ;  while 
tbofe  I  conceal  are  ftill  keeping  the  Account 
open  between  me  and  my  Confcience.  To  me 
the  Fatigue  of  being  upon  a  continual  Giurd 
to  hide  them,  is  more  than  the  Reputati(»i  of 
being  without  them  can  repay.  If  this  be 
We^tnefs,  deftndit  tmmerus,  I  have  fuch  coro- 
Tortable  Numbers  on  my  fide,  that  were  all 
Men  to  bluih,  that  are  not  Wile,  I  am  afraid, 
in  Ten,  Nine  Parts  of  the  World  ought  to  be 
out  of  Countenance :  But  fince  that  fort  of 
Modefty  is  what  they  don't  care  to  come  into, 
why  {hould  I  be  afraid  of  being  Aar'd  at,  for 
,  not  ■ 
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not  bdng  particular?  Or  if  the  I^icuIartQr 
lies  in  owning  my  Weaknefs,  will  mjr  wKdk 
Reader  be  (o  inhuman  as  not  to  partjon  it? 
Sut  if  there  fliculd  be  fuch  a  one,  let  me,  at 
leaft,  beg  him  to  ihew  me  that  (Irange  Man, 
who  is  perfed  I  Is  any  one  more  unhappy, 
more  lidicalous,  than  he  who  is  always  la- 
bouring to  be  thought  fo,  or  that  is  impatient - 
■vrhcn  he  is  not  thought  fo  ?  Having  brought 
myfelf  to  be  eafy,  under  whatever  the  World 
may  iky  of  my  Undertakiog,  you  may  ftill  aJk 
me,  why  I  give  my&lf  all  this  TTroublc?  Is  it  for 
Fame,  or  Profit  to.myfelf,  or  Ufe  or  Delight 
to  o^en  ?  Fpr  alT  meSs  ConHderations  1  havf 
neither  Fi»icbeis  tior  Indigence :  If  I  obt»n 
none  of  them,  the  Amufement,  at  worft,  will 
be  a  Reward  that  muft  conftantly  go  along  with 
di^  Labour.  But  behind  all  this,  there  is  fome- 
thing  inwardly  inciting,  which  I  cannot  ex- 
prels  in  few  Wot^ds  -,  I  muil  therefore  a  llttl^ 
make  bold  with  your  Patience, 

A  Man  who  has  pafs'd  above  Forty  Years  of  - 
his  life  upon  a  Theatre,  where  he  has  never 
appear'd  to  be  himfelf,  may  have  naturally  ex- 
cited the  Curiolity  of  bis  Spectators  to  know 
what  he  really  was,  when  in  no  body's  Shape  . 
but  his  own ;  and  whether  he,  who  by  his 
Profeflion  had  1q  long  been  ridiculing  his  Be# 
nefadors,  might  not,  when  the  Coat  of  hi« 
Profemon  was  off,  deferve  to  6e  laugh'd  at 
hioifelf;  w  frOm  his  being  often  ieoa-in  ch^ 
rao^  flagrant,  and  immoral  Charac^rs ;  whe- 
ther he  might  not  fee  as  great  a  Rogue,  when 
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he  look'd  into  the  Glals  himfel^  as  when  he 
held  it  to  others. 

It  was  doubtlefs,  from  a  Suppc^tion  that 
this  fort  of  Curiolity  wou'd  compenfate  their 
Labours,  that  fo  many  hafty  Writers  have  been 
encourag'd  to  publifh  the  Lives  of  the  late 
Mrs.  OMfield,  Mr.  Wilks^  and  Mr.  Bootb^  in  Icfs 
time  after  their  Deaths  than  one  could  fup- 
pofc  it  coft  to  tranferibc  them. 

Now,  Sir,  when  my  Time  comes,  left  they 
ihould  think  it  worth  while  to  handle  my  Me- 
mory with  the  fame  Freedom,  I  am  willing  to 
prevent  its  being  fo  odiy  befmear'd  (or  at  beil 
but  flatly  white-wafh'd)  by  taking  upon  me  to 
give  the  Publick  This,  as  true  a  Fidure  of  my- 
felf  as  natural  Vanity  will  permit  me  to  draw: 
Far,  to  promife  you  that  1  {hall  never  be  vain, 
were  a  PronHfe  ^at,  like  a  Looking-glafs  too 
large,  might  break  itfelf  in  the  making :  Nor  am 
I  fure  1  ought  wholly  to  avoid  that  Imputation, 
becaufe  if  Vanity  be  one  of  my  natural  Features, 
the  Portrait  would  not  be  hke  me  without  it. 
In  a  Word,  I  may  palliate,  and  foften,  as  much 
iiB  I  pleafe ;  but  upon  an  honefl;  Examination 
of  my  Heart,  I  am  afraid  the  iame  Vanity 
which  makes  even  homely  People  wnploy 
Painters  to  preferve  a  flattering  Record  of  their 
Ferfons,  has  deduced  me  to  print  off  this  Cbiaro 
Ofcuro  of  my  Mind. 

■  And  when  I  have  done  it,  you  may  reafona- 
bly  alk  me,  of  what  Imptxtance  can  the  Hi- 
ftory  of  my  private  Life  be  to  the  Publick  ? 
To  thisj  indeed,  1  can  only  make  .you  a  ludi- 
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croas  Anfwer,  which'  is,  That  the  PubUck 
very  well  knows,  biy  Life  has  not  been  a  pri- 
vate one ;  that  I  have  been  employ'd  in  thetr 
Service,  ever  fince  many  of  their  Grandfathers 
were  young  Men;  And  tho'.  I  have  voluntarily 
laid  down  my  Foil,  they  have  a  fort  of  Right 
to  enquire  into  my  Condudt,  (for  which  they 
have  fo  well  paid  mej  and  to  call  for  the  Ac- 
count of  it,  during  my  Share  of  Adminifh-ation 
in  the  State  of  the  Theatre.  This  Work,  there- 
fore, which,  I  hope,  -they  will  not  expert  a 
Man  of  hafty  Head  ihou'd  confine  to  any  regu- 
lar Method :  (Fra- 1  fliall  make  no  fcrdple  of 
leaving  my  Hiilory,  when  I  think  a  Digrcffion 
may  tnake  it  lighter,  for  my  Reader's  Digeili- 
on.)  This  Work,  1  fay,  ihall  not  only  contain 
the  various  Imi»^ons  of  my  Mind,  (as  in 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  his  Cabinet  you  have  feen 
the  growing  Medate  of  his  Perlbn  from  InBui- 
cy  to  Old  Age,)  but  (hall  likewife  include  with 
them  the  Theatrical  Hiftory  of  my  Own  'Timet 
from  my  firil:  Appearance  on  the  Stage  to  my 
M  Exit. 

If  then  what  I  fhall  advance  on  that  Head, 
may  any  ways  contribute  to  the  Profperity  or 
Im^vovement  of  the  Stage  in  Being,  Uie  Pub- 
lick  muft  of  coniequcnce  have  a  Share  in  its 
Utility. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  beft  Apology  I  can  make  for 
being  my  own  Biographer.  Give  me  leave  there- 
fore to  open  the  firft  Scene  of  my  Life,  ifrom 
the  very  Day  I  came  into  it;  and  tho*  (confider- 
ing  my  Pro&iHon)  1  have  no  reafon  to  be 
B  3  afham'd 
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alham'd  of  my  Original;  yet  I  am  afraid  a  plain 
dry  Account  of  it,  will  fearce  admit  of  a  betm: 
Excufe  than  what  my  Brother  Bayes  makes  for 
IVince  Prettyman  in  the  Rebearfiil,  viz.  I  only 
do  itf  for  fear  IJkmU  be  thought  to  be  no  bodfi 
Son  at  all ;  for  if  I  have  led  a  worthlefs  Life, 
the  Weight  of  my  Pedigree  will  not  add  an 
Ounce  to  my  intrihlic  Value.  But  be  the 
Inference  what  it  will^   the  limple  Truth  is 

I  was  bom  in  London,  on  the  ttb  of  Nowtft' 
her  1 67 1,  in  Southampton-Street^  jBicing  Soutb- 
ampton-Houfe.  My  Father,  Caius  Gabriel  Cibber, 
was  a  Native  of  Hol^einj  who  came  into 
England  fome  time  before  the  Relloration  o£* 
King  Charles  II,  to  follow  his  ProfeOion,  which 
was  that  of  a  Statuary,  &c.  The  Bajii  Relievo 
on  the  Pedeftal  of  the  Great  Column  in  the 
City,  and  the  two  Figures  of  the  Lunaticks^ 
the  Raving  and  the  Melancholy,  over  the  Gates 
of  Bethlebem-Hofpital,  are  no  ill  Monuments  of 
his  Fame  as  an  Artift.  My  Mother  was  the 
Daughter  of  fFilliam  Colley,  Efqj  of  a  very  an-  • 
cient  Family  of  Glaifion  in  Ruthndfinre,  where 
ftie  was  bom.  My  Mother's  Brother,  Edward 
Colley,  Efq;  (who  gave  me  my  Chriftian  Name) 
|)eing  the  lafl  Heir  Male  of  it^  the  Family  is 
now  extindl.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  in  Wright'^ 
ITiikory  of  Rutlandjhire,  poblifh'd  in  1684,  the 
Colley's  are  recorded  as  Sheriffs  and  Members  rf 
Parliament  from  the  Reign  of  £feary  VII.  to 
the  latter  End  of  Charles  I.  in  whole  Ouifc 
chiefly  Sir  Antor^f  Colley,  my  Mother's  Grand- 
$^thtr, 
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fitber,  funk  his  Ellate  fiom  Three  Thoulan4 
to  about  Three  Hundred/^  jSnnum, 

In  the  Year  1682,  at  little  more  than  Ten 
years  of  Age,  I  was  fcnt  to  the  Free-School  o^ 
.  Grantham  in  Lincobtflnre,  where  I  Aaid  till  I 
got  through  itj  irom  the  loweil  Form  to  the 
uppcrmoft.  And  foch  Learning  as  that  School 
could  give  me.  Is  the  moil  I  pretend  to  (which 
tho'  I  have  nM  utterly  forgot,  I  cannot  iay  I 
have  much  improv'd  by  Study)  but  even  there 
I  remember  I  was  the  £mie  inconfiftcnt  Crea- 
ture I  have  been  ever  ilnce  t  always  in  full  Spi- 
rits, in  fome  linall  Capacity  to  do  right,  but 
in  a  more  firequcnt  Alacrity  to  do  wrong }  and 
confcquently  oiten  under  a  worie  Character 
than  I  yrholly  deferv'd :  A  ^dy  K^ligcnce 
always  poffcfe'd  me,  and  fo  much,  that  I  rc- 
pien^ser  1  was  once  wbif^d  for  my  Tbernet  tho.' 
my  Mafter  told  me,  at  the  lame  time,  what 
was  good  of  it  was  better  than  any  Boy's  In  the 
Form.  And  (whatever  Shame  it  may  be  to 
own  it)  I  have  ob&rv'd  the  iiune  odd  Fate  has 
frequently  attended  the  Courfe  of  my  later  Con- 
dud  in  Life.  The  unfkilful  Opennefs,  or  19 
plain  Terms,  the  IndifcrcticHi  I  have  always 
adsd  with  from  my  Youth,  has  drawn  more 
Ill-will  towards  mc,  than  Men  of  worfe  Morals 
and  more  Wit  might  have  met  with.  My  Ig- 
norance, and  want  of  Jealoufy  of  Mankind  has 
been  fo  ftroi^  that  it  is  with  Relufiance  1  even 
yet  believe  any  Perfon,  I  am  acquainted  with, 
can  be  capable  of  Envy^  Malice,  oc  Ingrati- 
tude :  And  to  £hew  you  what  a  Mortification  it 
'       B  4  was 
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was  to  mc,  in  my  very  boyilh  Days,  to  6nd 
my&lf  mifiaken,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  a 
School  Story. 

A  great  Boy,'  near  the  Head  taller  than  my- 
fclf,  in  fome  Wrangle  at  Play  had  infultcd  mc  j 
upon  which  I  was  fool-hardy  enough  to  give 
him  a  Box  on  the  Ear ;  the  Blow  was  foon  re- 
tum'd  with  another,  that  brought  me  under 
him,  and  at  his  Mercy.  Another  Lad,  whom 
I  really  lov'd,  and  thought  a  good-natur'd  one, 
cry'd  out  wth  fome  Warmth,to  myAntagonift, 
(while  1  was  down)  Beat  him,  beat  him  found- 
ly  I  This  fb  amaz'd  me,  that  I  lod  all  my  Spi- 
rits to  refift,  and  burft  into  Tears  I  When  die 
Fray  was  over,  I  took  my  Friend  afide,  and 
afk'd  him,  how  he  came  to  be  fo  earneftly  a- 
gjunft  me  ?  To  which,  with  fome  gloating 
Confufion,  he  reply'd,  Becaufe  you  are  always 
jeering,  and  making  a  Jcft  of  me  to  every  Boy 
in  the  School.  Many  a  Mifchief  have  I 
brought  upon  myfelf  by  the  fame  FoUy  in  riper 
Life.  Whatever  Reafon  I  had  to  reproach  my 
Companion's  declaring  againft  me,  I  had  none 
to  wonder  at  it,  while  I  was  fo  often  hurting 
him :  Thus  I  deferv'd  bis  Enmity,  by  my  not 
having  Senfe  enough  to  know  I  bad  hurt  him ; 
and  he  hated  me,  becaufe  he  had  notSenfe  enough 
to  know,  that  I  never /ff^ffl^^  to  hurt  him. 

As  this  is  the  firft  remarkable  Error  of  my 
Life  I  can  recolleft,  I  cannot  pafs  it  by  without 
throwing  out  fome  further  Reflexions  upon  it ; 
whether  flat  or  fpirited,  new  or  coounon,  &lfe 
or  true,  right  or  wrong,  they  will  be  ftill  my 
own, 
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own,  and  confequently  like  me ;  I  will  there- 
fore boldly  go  on  ;  for  I  am  only  obliged  to 
give  yon  my  own,  and  not  a  good  Pifture,  to 
fliew  as  well  the  Weaknef$>  as  the  S^ngth 
of  my  Underftanding.  It  is  not  on  what  I 
write,  but  on  my  Reader's  Curiofity  I  rely  to 
be  read  through  :  At  worft,  tho'  the  Impar- 
tial may  be  tired,  the  Ill-natured  (no  fmall 
Number)  I  know  will  fee  the  bottom  of  nie. 

What  1  obierved  then,  upon  my  having  un- 
defigncdly  provok'd  my  School-Friend  into 
an  Enemy,  is  a  common  Cale  in  Society ; 
&rors  of  this  kind  often  four  the  Blood  of 
Acquaintance  into  an  inconceivable  Averlion, 
where  it  is  little  fufpeded.  It  is  not  enough 
to  £ty  of  your  Raillery,  that  you  intended  no 
O&nce }  if  the  Perfon  you  oSer  it  to  has  ei- 
tiier  a  wrong  Head,  or  wants  a  Capacity  to 
make  that  DiAio^ion,  it  may  have  the  feme 
£&A  as  the  Intention  of  the  groilefl  Injury : 
And  in  reality,  if  you  know  his  Parts  are  too 
flow  to  return  it  in  kind,  it  is  a  vain  and 
idle  Inhumanity,  and  fometimes  draws  the  Ag- 
grcflbr  into  Difficulties  not  eafUy  got  out  of: 
Or,  to  give  the  Cafe  more  Scope,  fuppofe  your 
Friend  may  have  a  paflive  Indulgence  for  your 
IVCrth,  if  you  find  him  filent  at  it ;  tho* 
you  were  as  intrepid  as  Cajiir,  there  can  be 
no  Excuie  for  your  not  leaving  it  off.  When 
you  are  confcious  that  your  Antagonift  can 
give  as  wdl  as  take,  then  indeed  the  fmart- 
er  the  Hit,  the  mcwe  agreeable  the  Party  : 
A  Mao  of  chearfiilSenfe,  among  Friends,  will 
t  never 
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never  be  grave  upon  an  Attack  of  (his  kind* 
but  rather  tliank  you  that  you  have  given 
him  a  Right  to  be  even  with  you :  Thoe  are 
few  Men  (tho'  they  may  be  MaAers  of  both) 
that  on  fuch  ocxafioos  had  not  rather  fliew 
their  Parts  than  their  Courage,  and  the  Pre- 
ference is  juft }  a  BuIUDog  may  have  one,  and 
only  a  ^Ia^  can  have  the  other.  Thus  It  hap- 
pens, that  in  the  coarfe  Merriment  of  common 
People,  when  the  Jeft  be^ns  to  fwell  into 
carneft ;  for  want  of  this  Election  you  may  ob- 
ferve,  he  that  has  leaft  Wit  generally  gives  the 
firft  Blow,  Now,  as  among  the  better  fort,  a 
Readine&  of  Wit  is.  not  always  a  Sign  of  inr 
trifick  Merit ;  fo  the  want  of  that  Readinefi 
is  no  Reproach  to  a  Man  of  plain  Senfe  and 
Cmlity,  who  tjierefcre  (methinks)  Ihould  ne- 
ver have  thefc  Lengths  of  Liberty  taken  with 
h\au  Wit  there  becomes  abfiird,  if  not  inio- 
lent  ^  ill-natut'd  1  am  fure  it  is,  which  Impu- 
fiuion  a  generous  Spirit  will  always  avoid,  for 
the  iame  Reafon  that  a  Man  of  real  Honour 
will  never  fend  a  Challenge  to  a  Cripple.  The 
inward  Wounds  that  are  given  by  the  incon** 
fiderate  Infults  of  Wit,  to  thofe  that  want  i^ 
are  as  dangerous  as  thofe  given  by  Oppreflion 
to  Inferiors  j  as  long  in  healii^  and  perhaps 
never  forgiven.  There  is  befides  (and  Uttle 
wcM^fe  than  tins)  a  mutual  Groiliiels  in  Rail-^ 
lery,  that  fom^imes  is  more  painfiil  to  the 
Hearers  that  are  not  concerned  in  it,  than  to 
the  Pcrfons  en^ed.  I  have  feen  a  Couple 
of  thefe  dumfy  Combatants  drub  one  another 
4  with 
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with  as  little  IV^ners  or  Mercy  as  if  they  had 
two  Flails  in  their  Hands ;  Children  at  Play 
.vith  Cafe-knives  could  not  give  you  more  Ap- 
■  prehcnfion  of  their  doing  one  another  aMifchieC 
And  yet,  when  the  Conteft  has  been  over,  the 
Boobys  have  looked  round  them  for  Approba- 
tion, and  upon  being  told  they  wrere  admi- 
rably well  tnatch'd,  have  lat  down  (hedaub'd 
as  th^  were)  contented  at  qiaking  it  a  drawa 
Battle.  After  all  that  I  have  iaid,  there  is  no 
dearer  way  of  giving  Rules  for  Raillery,  than 
by  Example. 

There  uc  two  Pcrfons  now  living,  who^ 
tho'  very  different  in  their  Manner,  arc^  as  &r 
as  my  Judgment  reaches,  complete  MafterB 
of  k  ;  one  of  a  mac  polite  and  cxtenfive 
Imagipation,  the  other  of  a  Knowledge  more 
dofely  ufeful  to  the  BuJincfs  of  Life :  The 
ODC  pvcs  you  perpetual  Pleafore,  and  feeras 
always  to  be  taking  it ;  the  other  ieems  to 
take  non^  till  his  6ufiDe&  is  over,  and  then 
gives  you  as  much  as  if  Pleafure  wue  his  only 
Bufinefs.  The  one  ei^oys  his  Fortune,  the 
other  thinks  it  firfl  oecei&ry  to  make  it ;  though 
that  he  will  enjoy  it  then,  I  cannot  be  p<^ 
tive ;  becaufe  when  a  Man  has  once  picked  up 
more  than  he  wants,  he  is  apt  to  think  it  a 
Wedu)e(s  to  fuppofe  he  has  enoi^h.  But  as  I 
don't  remember  ever  to  have  feen  thefe  Gentle- 
men in  the  lame  Company,  you  muft  ^ve  me 
ieave  to  take  them  feparateJy. 

The  firft  of  tbem«  then,  has  a  Title,  and 
—  flo  matter  what  j  ]  wi  not  to  fpeak  of 
'-  -  ■  i^ 
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die  great,   but  the  happy  Part  of  his  Cha- 
rader,  and  in  this  one  fingle  Light ;   not  of 
his  being  an  illuilrious^  but  a  delightful  Com- 
panion. 

In  Convcrfation  he  is  fcldom  filcnt  but  when 
he  is  attentive,  nor  ever  fpeaks  without  excit- 
ing the  Attention  of  others  j  and  tho'  no  Man 
might  with  Ie&  Difpleafure  to  his  Hearers 
engrols  the  Talk  of  the  Company,  he  has  a 
Patience  in  his  Vivacity  that  chufes  to  divide 
it,  and  rather  gives  more  Freedom  than  he 
takes  I  his  Oiarpeft  Replies  having  a  Mix-  . 
turc  of  Ptdiiencfe  that  few  have  the  Command 
of;  hisExpreflion  iseafy,  fliort,  and  clear  j  a 
ftiff  or  ftudied  Word  never  comes  from  him ; 
it  is  in  a  Simplicity  of  Style  that  he  gives  the 
faigbcll  Surprize,  and  his  Ideas  are  always  ad- 
apted to  the  Capacity  and  TaAe  of  the  Per- 
fon  he  fpeaks  to :  Perhaps  you  will  under- 
Aand  me  better,  if  1  ^ve  you  a  particular  In- 
iUncc  of  it.  A  Perfon  at  the  Univedity,  who 
from  being  a  Man  of  Wit,  ealily  became  his 
Acquaintance  there,  from  that  Acquaintance 
found  no  Difficulty  in  bcbg  made  one  of  his 
Chaplains :  This  Perfon  afterwards  leading  a 
Life  that  did  no  great  Honour  to  his  Cloth, 
obliged  his  Patron  to  take  fome  gentle  Notkx 
of  it ;  but  as  his  Patron  knew  the  Patient  was 
fqueamifh,  he  was  induced  to  fweeten  the  Me- 
dicine to  his  Tafte,  and  therefore  with  a  Smile 
of  Good-humour  told  him,  that  if  to  the  ma- 
ny Vkcs  he  had  already,  he  would  give  him- 
felf  the  rouble  to  add  one  more,  be  did  not 
doubt 
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doubt  bat  his  Rq)utation  might  ftill  be  fee  up^ 
again.  Sir  Crape,  who  could  have  no  Aver- 
sion to  h  plea4nt  a  Do&,  defiring  to  know 
what  it  might  be,  was  anfwered^  Hypocrify, 
IhSior^  only  a  little  Hypurify !  This  plain 
Reply  can  need  no  Comment;  but  ex  pede 
Serculem,  he  is  every  where  proportionable. 
1  think  I  have  heard  him  iince  lay,  the  Do&oe 
thought  Hypocrify  fo  deteftable  a  Sin,  that  he 
dy'd  without  committing  it.  In  a  word,  this 
Gentleman  gives  S^nrit  to  Sodety  the  Moment 
.  he  comes  into  it,  and  whenever  be  leaves  it, 
they  who  have  Bulineis  have  then  leifure  to  go 
about  it. 

Having  often  had  the  Honour  to  be  myfclf 
the  But  of  his  Raillery,  I  mnft  own  1  have 
recdved  more  Pleafure  from  his  lively  Manner 
of  raifing  the  Laugh  againft  me,  than  1  could 
have  ^t  from  the  fmo^efl  Flatty  of  a  ied' 
ous  Civility.  Tho'  Wit  flows  from  him  with 
as  much  Eafe  as  common  Senfe  from  another, 
he  is  fo  little  elated  with  the  Advant^e  he 
may  have  over  you,  that  whenever  your  good 
Fortune  gives  it  againfl  him,  he  fcems  more 
pleafed  with  it  on  your  fide  than  his  own. 
The  only  Advantage  he  makes  of  his  Superi- 
ority of  Rank  is, .  that  by  always  waving  it 
bimielf,  his  inferior  finds  he  is  undo:  the  great- 
er Obligation  not  toforgct  it. 

When  the  Condu^  of  focial  Wit  is  undo: 

fudi  Regulations,  bow  delightful  muft  thofe 

Cmviviay   thofe  Meals  of  Convcrfation  be, 

wh^e  itich   a  Member  prefidesj   who   can 

with 
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with  lb  much  Eafe  (as  Sbahjpear  phrafes  it) 
fet  the  TahU  in  a  rear.  I  am  in  no  pdn  that 
thefe  imperfed  Out-lines  will  be  applied  to 
the  Perfon  I  mean,  becaafe  every  one  who  has 
the  Happincls  to  know  lum,  muft  know  how 
much  more  in  this  particular  Attitude  is  want- 
ing to  be  like  him. 

The  other  Gentleman,  whofe  bare  Inteijec- 
tions  of  Laughter  have  Humour  in  them,  is  To 
fu  firom  having  a  Title  that  he  has  loft  his 
real  Name,  which  fome  Years  ago  he  fu&r'd  his 
Friends  to  railly  him  out  of;  in  lieu  of  which 
they  have  equipped  him  with  one  they  thought 
had  a  better  Sound  in  good  Company.  He  is 
die  firft  IVIan  of  fo  fociabie  a  Spirit,  that  I  ever 
knew  capable  of  quitting  theAUurcmentsof  Wit 
and  Pleafurc,  for  a  ftrong  Aj^lication  to  Bufi- 
nefs ;  in  his  Youth  (for  there  was  a  Time  i^en 
he  was  young)  he  let  out  in  all  the  hey-day 
Expends  of  a  modiih  Man  of  Fortune ;  but 
finding  himfelf  over-weighted  with  Appetkes, 
he  grew  reftiff,  luck'd  up  in  the  middle  of  the 
Courfe,  and  turned  his  back  upon  his  FroUckfi 
abroad,  to  think  of  improving  his  Eftate  at 
home:  In  orderto which,  heclaptCotlarsupon 
his  Coach-Horfes,  and  that  their  Mettle  might 
not  ran  over  other  People,  he  ty'd  a  Plough  to 
their  Tails,  which  tho'  it  might  give  them  a 
more  flovenly  Air,  would  enable  him  to  keep 
them  fatter  in  a  foot-pace  with  a  whiftling 
Fea&nt  befide  them,  than  in  a  full  trot,  wkh 
a  hot-headed  Coachman  behind  them.  In 
thefe  unpolite  Amulements  be  has  laugh'd  Uke 

a 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


Collet  Cisber.  15 

ft  Rake,  and  look'd  about  him  like  a  Farmer* 
for  many  Year&  As  bis  Rank  andStatbn  o& 
ten  find  him  in  the  bed  Company,  his  eafy 
HumODT,  whenever  he  is  called  to  it,  can  ftiU 
make  himielf  the  Fiddle  of  it. 

And  tho'  fome  lay,  he  looks  upon  the  FcA- 
lies  of  the  World  like  too  iin^ere  a  Ph^olbpher, 
yet  be  rather  chafes  to  laugh  than  to  grieve 
at  them ;  to  pafe  his  'time  therefore  more  eafily 
in  it,  he  often  endeavours  to  conceal  himfblf, 
by  afluming  the  Air  and  Tai^e  of  a  Man  in 
Fafhion;  fi>  diat  his  only  Uneafinefs  ieems 
to  be,  that  he  cannot  quite  prevail  with  hii 
Friends  to  think  him  a  wc»^  Manager,  than 
he  really  is ;  for  they  carry  their  Raillery  to 
itich  a  Hught,  that  it  fometimes  rifes  to  a 
Charge  of  downright  Avarice  ag^nft  him. 
Upon  which  Head,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  be 
more  merry  upon  him,  than  he  will  be  up- 
on himielf.  Thus  while  he  lets  that  Infirmi- 
ty in  a  plealant  Light,  he  fo  di&rms  your  n%- 
jodice,  that  if  he  l^a  it  not,  you  can't  find 
in  your  Heart  to  wifh  he  were  without  it. 
Whenever  be  is  attacked  where  he  feems  to 
He  fo  open,  if  his  Wit  happens  not  to  be  ready 
for  yoa,  he  recdves  you  with  an  aflenting 
Lau^h,  till  he  has  gained  time  enough  to  whet 
it  Ibarp  enough  for  a  Reply,  which  feldom 
mrns  out  to  lus  Di&dvantage.  If  you  are  too 
flrcHig  for  him  (which  may  poflibly  happen 
from  his  being  obliged  to  defend  the  weak 
fide  of  the  Qn^on)  his  laftReibarle  Js  to 
join 
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jcnn  in  the  Laugh,  tiU  he  has  got  lum&if  off 
bjr  an  itonical  Applaufe  of  y(Hii  Superiority. 

If  J  were  capable  of  Envy,  what  i  hafe 
obTerved  of  this  Gemleman  would  certainly 
incline  me  to  it ; .  for  fare  to  get  throi^h  the 
xKCQflitry  Cares  of  Liie,  with  a  Train  of  Hea- 
fiires  at  our  Heels,  in  vstin  calling  after  lui; 
to  give.it  conflant  Prefetence  to  the  Buiiaels  of 
the  Day,  and  yet  be  able  to  laugh  while  we 
are  about  it,  to  make  even  Sociehr  die  fub- 
&rvient  Reward  of  it,  is  a  State  of  Happinefi 
which  the  graveft  Precepts  of  moral  Wifdom 
will  not  eaiily  teach  us  to  exceed.  When  1 
fpeak  of  Happinefs,  I  go  no  higher  ^an  that 
which  is  contaSned  in  the  World  we  now  tread 
npon;  and  when  I  fpeak  of  Laughter,  I  don't 
Jimply  mean  that  which  every  Oaf  is  capable 
of,  but  that  \fhich  has  its  fenfible  Motive  and 
proper  Seafon,  which  is  not  more  limited  than 
recommended  by  that  indulgent  Fhilofophy, 

Qtm  ratione  infanire. 
When  I  look  into  my  prefent  Self,  and  after- 
wards caft  my  Eye  round  all  my  Hopes,  I 
don't  fee  any  one  Purfuit  of  them  that  fiiould 
fo  reafonably  rouze  me  out  of  a  Nod  in  my 
Great  Chair,  as  a  Call  to  thofe  agreeable  Par- 
ties I  have  fometimes  the  Happinefs  to  mix 
with,  where  I  always  aflert  the  equal  Liberty  of 
leaving  them,  when  my  Spirits  have  done  their 
bcft  with  them. 

Now,  Sir,  as  I  have  been  making  my  way 

for  above  Forty  Years  through  a  Crowd  c^ 

Cares, 
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Cares,  (all  which,  by  the  Favour  of  Provi- 
debce,  1  have  honeftly  got  rid  of)  is  it  a  time 
of  Day  for  mc  to  leave  off  thcfe  Fooleries,  and 
to  &t  up  a  new  Charaacr?  Can  it  be  worth 
my  while  to  wafte  my  Spirits,  to  bake  my 
Blood,  with  ferious  Contemplations,  and  per- 
haps impair  my  Health,  in  the  fruitlefs  Study 
of  advancing  myfelf  into  the  better  Opinion  of 
thofc  very — very  few  Wife  Men  that  are  as  old 
as  I  am  ?  No,  the  Part  I  have  aSed  in  real 
life,  Ihall  be  all  of  a  piece, 

Servetur  ad  smum, 

^tfolis  a&  incepto  procejferit.  Hor. 

I  will  not  go  out  of  my  Charader,  by  ftraining 
to  be  wifer  than  I  can  be,  or  by  being  more 
affedledly  penfive  than  I  need  be  j  whatever  I 
am,  Men  of  Senfe  will  know  me  to  be,  put  on 
what  Difguife  I  will  i  I  can  no  more  put  off  my 
Follies,  £an  my  Skin ;  I  have  often  try'd,  but 
they  ftick  too  cIo&  to  me ;  nor  am  I  fure  my 
Friends  are  difpleafed  with  them ;  for,  befides 
that  in  this  Light  I  afford  them  frequent  matter 
of  Mirth,  they  may  poffibly  be  lefs  uneafy  at 
their  own  Foibles,  when  they  have  fo  old  a  Pre- 
cedent to  keep  them  in  Countenance :  Nay, 
there  are  fome  fi:ank  enough  to  confcfs,  they 
envy  what  they  laugh  at }  and  when  I  have 
feen  others,  whofe  Rank  and  Fortune  have  laid 
a  fort  of  Reftraint  upon  their  Liberty  of  plea- 
fing  their  Company,  by  pleafing  themfclves,  I 

have  laid  foftly  to  myfelf, Well,  there  is 

ibme  Advant^e  in  having  neither  Rank  nor 
C  Fortune ! 
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'  Fcktone  t  Not'  but  thert  are  among  tfietn  a 
durd  Sort,  who  have  the  particular  Mappincfi 
of  onfacndtng  into  the  Tcry  Wantotuiefe  of 
Good-homooP,  without  deprectating  theSr  Dig- 
nity :  He  that  b  not  Mafter  of  that  Frcedofii» 
hi  hk  Condkicm  be  never  fo  exalted,  rnnfl: 
ftiU  want  foraething  to  come  op  to  the  Happi- 
ncis  of  his  Inferiors  ^o  etijoy  k.  If  Stages 
cos'd  take  pleofore  in  pUybig  at  Even  or  Odd 
with  his  Children,  or  Age^m  divert  himfejf 
in  riding  the  Hobby-horfe  with  tbcm,  am  I  ob- 
hg'd  to  be  as  eniiaent  as  either  q£  them  before 
I  am  IS  frolicklbme  ?  If  the  Emperor  Adrian^ 
Beai  bis  deaths  cou'd  play  with  his  very  Soul, 
his  Anittmla,  &c.  .and  regret  diat  it  coo'd  be  no- 
kinger  companionable;  if  GreatncJs,  at  tbe 
fame  time  was  not  the  Dcl^bt  he  was  fo  loth 
to  part  with,  fure  then  theie  chearfiil  Amnfe- 
ments  I  am  contending  for,  muil  have  no  in- 
coniiderable  fhare  in  onr  Happine^ ;  he  that 
does  not  chu&  to  live  his  ovni  way,  ftiffers  o- 
thers  to  chufe  for  him.  Give  me  the  Joy  1 
dways>  took  in  the  End  of  an  old  Song, 

My  Mindt  my  Mmd is  a  Kingdom  to  met 

If  I  can  pleafe  myfdf  with  my  own  Follies, 
have  not  I  a  plentiful  Provifion  for  t-ifc  ?  If 
Ae  World  thinks  me  a  Trifler,  I  don't  defire 
to  break  in  upon  their  Wildom ;  let  them  coll 
«ne  any  Fool,  but  an  Uncfaearfu)  one  t  1  live  as 
I  write ;  while  my  Way  arndfes  me,  it's  as  well 
as  I  wifh  it}  when  another  wriws  better,  I  can. 
tike  him  too^  tho'  he  fhoq'd  nc«like  mc.  Not- 

ous 
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'  am  great  Imitator  of  Hirace  himlelf  can  have 
morq  Healure  io  writiog  his  Vetfes,  than  I 
bave  in  reading  them,  tho'  I  ibmetimai  find 
myftif  ^ere  ( as  Sbakefpear  ten^  it)  ^iifjf>rajfitig- 
fy  fpoken  of:  If  he  is  a  Uttlc  free  with  me,  I 
■amgcnuallf  in  good  Company,  ho  is  as  bhiDt 
with  my  Setters ;  to  that  even  hcce  I  might 
laugh  in  my  torn.  My  Saperiors,  perhapt, 
niay  he  mended  hy  him  t  bot»  fbr  my  part,  I 
own  my&lf  incorrigible  f  I  look  upon  my  Fol- 
lies OS  tlK  beft  part  of  my  Fortune,  and  am 
more  concem'd  to  bp  a  good  Holband  of  Thcii), 
than  of  That ;  nor  do  I  believe  I  0iaU  ever  be 
rhim'd-out  of  them.  And,  if  I  don't  miflake, 
I  am  fuppotted  in  my  way  of  thinking  by 
Horace  him&lf,  who,  in  excuie  of  a  kx^ 
Writer,  &ys, 

Pr^tukrimfcriftm'  delirm,  intrfque  vidtri, 
Dum  ifUa  Jkk&tnt^  mak  fflv,  tut  demque 

faUant, 
^amfapere^  et  rings 
whidt,  to  fpeak  of  myfcif  as  a  loc^  Phibfo- 
pber,  I  have  thus  ventur'd  to  imitate : 

Jf^,  v^Ie  my  laughing  FoVifi  can  Jtceive^  1 

BUJi  in  the  dear  DeUrium  let  me  live,  ?• 

Rafter  than  wifely  know  my  Wanti  and  grieve.  3 

We  had  once  a  merry  Monarch  of  our  own, 

who  thooght  Cbearfulne&  fb  valuable  afilefliag, 

that  be  would  have  quitted  one  of  bis  Kingdoms 

■  where  he  cou'd  not  enjoy  it;  where,  among 

many  other  Conditions  they  had  ty'd  him  to, 

hi£  ^(wf  Subje^  wou'd  not  fuffsr  hun  to  laugh 

C  z  on 
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on  a  Stmday ;  and  tho'  this  might  not  be  the 
avow'd  Caufe  of  hU  Elopement,  I  am  not  fure, 
had  he  had  no  other,  tlut  this  alone  might  not 
have  ferv'd  his  turn}  at  leaft,  he  has  my  hearty 
Approbation  either  way ;  for  had  I  been  under 
the  fame  Reftriiflion,  tho'  my  {laying  were  to 
have  made  me  his  Succeflbr,  I  diou'd  rather 
<havccholen  to  follow  him. 

How  fac  his  Subje^  might  be  in  the  right, 
is  not  my  Ai&ir  to  determine }  perhaps  they 
were  wifer  than  the  Frogs  in  the  Fable,  and 
rather  chofe  to  have  a  Lc^,  than  a  Stork  ica 
their  King ;  yet  I  hope  it  will  be  no  Ofience 
to  lay,  that  King  Log  himfelf  nuift  have  made 
but  a  very  limple  Figure  in  Hiftory. 

The  Man  who  chafes  never  to  laugh,  or 
whole  becalm'd  Paflions  know  no  Motion, 
feems  to  me  only  in  the  quiet  State  of  a  green 
Tree;  he  vegetates,  'tis  trae,  but  Ihal!  we  iay 
he  lives?  Now,  Sir,  for  Amufement. — Reader, 
take  heed !  for  I  find  a  ftrong  impuUe  to  talk 
impeitinendy  ;  if  therefore  you  are  not  as  fond 
of  feeing,  as  I  am  of  fliewing  myfelf  in  all  my 
X-ighcs,  you  may  mrn  over  two  Leaves  t£^e- 
ther,  and  leave  what  follows  to  thofe  who  have 
more  Curiofity,  and  leis  to  do  with  their  Time, 
than  you  have. — As  I  was  faying  then,  let  us, 
for  Amufement,  advance  this,  or  any  other 
Prince,  to  the  moft  glorious  Throne,  mark  out 
his  Empire  in  what  CHmc  you  pleafe,  fix  him 
on  the  highefl  Pinnacle  of  unbounded  Power ; 
and  in  that  State  let  us  enquire  into  his  degree 
of  Happine^ ;  make  him  at  once  the  Terror 
.-       .and 
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«nd  the  Envy  of  his  Neighbours,  fend  his  Am- 
bition out  to  War,  and  gratify  it  with  extended 
Famti  and  Vk^oriea ;  bfing  him  in  triumph 
home,  with  great  unhappy  Captives  behind 
him,  through  the  Acclamations  of  his  People, 
to  rcpoflels  his  Realms  in  Peace.  Well,  when 
the  Dnft  has  been  bniflit  irom  his  Puq>le,  what 
will  he  do  next  ?  Why,  this  envy'd  Monarch 
(who,  we  will  allow  to  have  a  more  exalted 
Mind  than  to  be  delighted  with  the  trifling  Flat- 
teries of  a  congratulating  Circle)  will  chnle  to 
retire,  I  prefume,  to  enjoy  in  private;  the  Con- 
templation of  his  Clory ;  an  Amufonent,  yod 
win  £ty,  that  well  becomes  his  Station !  But 
there,  in  that  pleating  Rumination,  when  be 
has  made  up  his  new  Account  of  Happineti, 
how  much,  pray,  will  be  added  to  the  j^lance 
more  than  as  it  flood  before  hVs  laft  Expedition  ? 
From  what  one  Article  will  the  Improvement 
of  it  appear  ?  Will  it  ailfe  from  the  coolcious 
Pride  of  having  done  his  weaker  Enemy  an 
Injury?  Are  his  Eyes  fo  dazzled  with  ialie 
Glotf;  that  he  thinks  it  a  leis  Crime  in  him  to 
break  into  the  Palace  of  his  Princely  Neigh-' 
bota/^xcaule  he  gave  him  time  to  defend  it, 
than.Ybr  a  Subject  felonioufly  to  plunder  the 
Houfe  of  a  private  Man  ?  Or  is  the  Outrage  o£ 
Hunger  and  Neceffity  more  enormous  than  the 
Ravage  of  Ambition?  Let  us  even  fuppofe 
the  wicked  Ufage  of  the  WorW,  ad  to  that 
Point,  may  keep  his  Confcience  qajetj  ftiil, 
what  is  he  to  do  with  the  infini|e  Spoil  that 
his  irtjperial  Rapine  has  brought  hoQw  ?  Is  hp 
C  3  to 
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to  fit  domii  euid  vainly  deck  himfelf  with  the 
jewels  which  he  has  phmdcr'd  fi-om  the  Crown 
df  Another,  whckn  Setf-defoice  had  competl'd 
to  o^k  Yam}  No,  let  lU  not  dtebsde  hisGlory 
Into  (o  low  a  Weakneis.  What  Appttite,  then, 
are  thefe  Ihinhig  Treafares  ibod  for }  Is  their 
Tttft  Valud  in  feeing  his  vulgar  Sot^jftAs  ftare  at 
them,  wife  Men  fmile  at  them,  or  hie  Chiliren 

rwffh  Chen)  ?  Or  can  the  new  Bxtent  tif 
DomihSons  add  a  Cubit  to  his  Happindc ! 
Wae  not  hia  £n>pire  wide  enough  before  to  d« 
good  in  ?  And  can  it  add  to  his  Delight  that 
Mow  no  Motiajx;h  has  fuch  room  to  do  ftiifchtef 
fe?  ButiartheT}  if  even  the  great  ^trg^^fluj^  to 
*tvhO(fa  Re^n  fuch  Ptaifes  are  given,  cou'd  not 
*nJoy  his  Cteys  of  Peace,  free  m>m  the  Terrofs 
«f  repeated  Confptracies,  which  loft  him  mort 
0uiet  to  fupprefe,  than  his  Ambition  a^  him 
lo  pfovoke  tjiem.  What  human  Eminence  is 
i^cure  F  In  what  private  Cabinet  then  maft 
this  wondrofis  Momvch  lock  up  his  Happinc6} 
that  common  Eyes  are  never  to  behold  it  F  hit, 
like  his  Pcrfon,  a  Prifoner  to  it6  own  Superiori^ 
ty?  Or  does  he  at  laft  poorly  place  it  ki  the^ 
Triumph  of  his  injurioos  Devaftations  P  On« 
Moment's  Search  into  himfelf  will  plainly  flicw 
hint,  that  Fcal  and  FeafiuiaUe  HapfMneft  can 
faaVe  1)0  Exigence  without  Innocence  and  Li^- 
beriy.  What  a  Modkcfy  is  Graatn^  withom 
(hem?  How  lonefoine  tnuft  be  the  Li^  of  that 
;  Monarch,  who,  while  he  gcwtms  oiJy  by 
being  fear'tf^  is  refttain'd  fi-om  letting  down 
bs  GriindcuF  fometimesto  forget  hiaiielfj  and 

to 
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ta  hamanizs  iwst  into  the  Benevoloaee  aod  Joy 
of  Sodstji  To  throw  c^  his  cun^ieFriKne 
Robe  of  Maledy  cq  be  a  Man  witbopt  Difguiie, 
to  have  ft  icikiUo  Tafte  of  Life  in  jtc  Simplid. 
tyy  till  be  coofefs,  from  thd  fweet  Exp^neoci^ 
^»t  did^'itli  d^pere  in  Icio,  was  no  Fwl's  Phi- 
loibf^y.  Oti£  xhe  gawdy  Cb»nn8  of  Pre-oni- 
ooDce  are  fo  ftroog  that  they  leave  hiiQ  no  Senl^ 
of  a  Icfsptm^us,  dio*  a  more  i^tiofi^  Enjoy- 
ment mme  Aire  can  envy  htm,  but  thofe  who 
arc  ttffiXtepcs  oi  an  e<]^y  .^iiufticlf.  Aiiv- 

faJODD. 

My  loMg^tion  is  (^iCe  heated  and  fjiigued, 
in  dbxffiog  up.  this  Pluntome  of  Felicity  3  but 
I  haipc  it  has  jjot  made  roe  fo  iar  mifuqdeir 
Aood,  -  as  not  to  have  allow'd^  that  in  all  the 
Ct^B^tions  .of  Frovidonce ,  the  Exercije  of  a 
great  aad  viixuous  Miod  is  the  moft  elevated 
£tatc  «f  Happincis :  No,  Sir,  I  apa  not  for  fcfr- 
^engup  Gaiety  againfl:  Wi^om ;  nor  for  peer 
&xmig  the  Man  of  Pleafure  tp  thePhilofopherf 
but  for  (hewing,  that  the  WifeH,  or  greateft 
Man,  ii  very  near  an  unhappy  Man,  if  the 
unbending  Amufements  1  am  contending  (ex, 
are  not  fometinies  admitted  to  relieve  him. 

How  fer  I  may  have  over-rated  tbcfe  Amufe- 
ments, let  graver  Cn&iifts  decide  i  whether  they 
afflma,  or  r<5ca,  what  I  have  afierted,  hurts 
•nt  toy,  Pttfpofc  t  which  is  not  to  give  Laws  to 
flibrre;  but  to  fhew  by  what  Laws  1  govern 
mylHf :  If  I  am  mifguuled.  rrts  Nature's  Fadr. 
utd  J  ibUow  her,  from  tlus  Perfu^cm  i  That 
Ja  Nature  hwdiflinguifii'd  our  Speoes  from 

C  4  t^e        * 
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the  mute  Creation,  by  our  Rifibility,  her  De- 
fign  muft  have  been,  by  that  Faculty,  as  evi- 
dently to  raife  our  Happinefs,  as  by  our  Os  Su- 
blime (our  erefted  Faces)  to  lift  the  Dignity  of 
our  Form  above  them. 

NotwithAanding  al!  I  have  iaid,  I  am  afi:aid 
there  is  an  abiblute  Power,  in  what  is  iimply 
call'd  our  Conftitution,  that  will  never  adnjit 
of  other  Rules  for  Happineft,  than  her  own ; 
from  which  (be  we  never  fo  wife  or  weak) 
■without  Divine  Ailiftance,  we  only  can  receive 
it  i  So  that  all  this  my  Parade,  and  Grimace  of 
Philofophy,  has  been  only  making  a  mighty 
Merit  of  following  my  own  Inclination.  A 
very  natural  Vanity !  Though  it  is  feme  fort  of 
Satis&£tion  to  know  it  does  not  impole  upon 
me.  Vanity  agdn !  However,  think  it  what 
you  will  that  has  drawn  me  into  this'ccmions 
Digreilion,  'tis  now  high  time  to  drop  it;  I 
{hall  therefore  in  my  next  Chapm  return  to  my 
School,  from  whence,  I  fear,  I  have  too  lobg 
been  Truant. 


CHAP. 
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■  C  H  A  P.    n. 

J&  that  •writis  of  bimTelf,  not  eafily  tir'd.  Boys 
may  give  Men  Lejjons.  7be  j^thor's  Prefer- 
ment at  School  attended -joith  Misfortunes.  The 
Danger  of  Merit  among  Equals.  Of  Satyrijis 
and  Backbiters.  Wikit  effehtbeyhffoe  bad  upon 
the  Author.  Stanzas  puhlifhed  by  bimfelf  Or 
gainjl  bimfelf. 

|T  often  mdkes  me  fmile,  to  think  how 
!  contentedly  I  have  fetmyfelf  down,  to 
I  write  my  ownLife;  nay,  and  witli  lefk 
Concern  for  what  may  be  iaid  of  it, 
than  I  ihould  feel,  were  1  to  do  the  lame  for  a 
deceaied  Acquaintance.  This  you  will  eafily  ac- 
count for,  when  you  confider,  that  nothing 
^ves  a  Coxcomb  more  delight,  than  when  you 
fufier  him.  to  talk  of  himfelf ;  which  fweet  Li- 
berty 1  here  enjoy  for  a  whole  Volume  together ! 
A  Privilege  which  neither  could  be  allowed  me, 
nor  would  become  me  to  take,  in  the  Company 
J  am  generally  admitted  to  ;  but  here,  when 
I  have  all  the  Talk  to  myfelf,  and  have  no 
body  to  interrupt  and  contradiA  me,  fure,  to 
&y  whatever  I  have  a  miifd  other  People  ihould 
know  of  me,  is  a  Pleafure  which  none  but  Au- 
thors, as  vain  as  myfelf,  can  cpnceive. ■ 

But  to  my  Hiftory. 

However  little  worth  notice  the  Life  of  a 
School-boy  .may  be  fuppofed  to  contain,  yet, 

as 
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n  the  Paffims  of  Men  and  CbiMrcn  bavc 
much  the  ikxat  Motives,  and  dificr  very  litdc  m 
tiieir  Efieds,  onlefe  where  the  ckiec  Expert* 
«ice  may  be  able  to  <oiiccfd  theai  t  As  there- 
fere  what  ari&s  from  the  Boy,  may  poffibly  be. 
a  Le^D  to  the  Man,  I  ihall  venture  to  relate 
a  Fad,  or  two»  that  happened  while  I  was  ftiU 
at  School 

In  February^  1684-5,  died  King  Charln  IL 
who  being  the  only  Kmg  I  had  ever  fccn,  I 
remember  (young  as  I  was)  his  Death  made 
a  Arong  Impreilion  upon  me,  as  it  drew  Tears 
from  the  Eyes  of  Multitudes,  who  looked  do 
£trtho'  into  him  than  I  did :  But  it  wa?,  then, 
a  fort  <A  Scbool-Dodrine  to  scgaid  our  Mo^ 
narch  as  a  Deity  i  as  in  the  former  Keign  it  was 
to  in£ft  he  wa$  accountable  to  this  World,  as 
well  as  to  that  above  him.  £nt  what;  per- 
haps, gave  King  QiarUi  II.  this  peculiar  Pof- 
iemon  of  fo  many  Hearts*  was  bis  a&ble  aod 
eafy  Manner  in  converiing ;  which  is  a  Qua- 
lity that  goes  &rther  wiJi  -the  greater  Part  ef 
Mankind  than  many  higher  Virtue,  which, 
in  a  Prince,  might  more  immet^tely  regard 
die  publick  Profperity.  Even  his  indolent  A- 
muiemcnt  of  playing  with  his  Dogs,  and  ^d- 
ing.  his  Ducks,  in  Sl  Jamet'^  JPark,  (which  I 
have  feen  ban  do)  made  the  comaion  People 
adore  him,  and  confequendy  ovedook  in  himy 
what,  in  a  Prince  of  a  different  Tetnper,  they 
might  have  been  out  of  humour  at. 

1  cannot  help  remembring  one  raoia  Parti- 
cular in  ^ole  Time^  tho'  it  be  quite'  fordgo 

to 
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to  what-  -wtt  feUonr.  I  vtas  earned  by  my 
I^dMT  to  theChapd  in  Wbiteb^l^  whesc  I 
itsB '  tba  King,  and  his  Royal  Broths  the  then 
Dakft  of  Tvrkf  with  him  in  the  Clo&t,  apd 
ptfencdudng  the  whole  Diyinc  Service.  Soch 
Di^si^atian,  it  jbems,  foihhis  iotereft,  had 
that  nnh^^y  Prince,  iaoai.  his  real  Religion, 
to  a£ift  at  aoctber,  to  which  his  Hcan  wbs  fo 
utterly  averfe.— i  now  proceed  to  die  Fa^ 
I  promi&d  to  Ipeak  tjt. 

King  Cbaries  Ins  Death  was  judg'd,  hf  ow 
fichooi'-frnfier,  a  proper  Sabjed  to  lead  the 
Form  I  was  in,  into  a  higher  kind  of  Eacor* 
cife }  he  tbeicfbre  enjoio'd  us,  fevenlly,  to 
Biake  bis  Foneral  Oration :  This  &at  of  Taflc, 
Jo  enttitdy  new  to  in  all,  the  Boys  recdved 
with  Aftonhhmeat,  as  a  Woric  above  ihokCa. 
pacity;  and -tbo'  de  Mafter  perfiCted  in  hik 
Gomtnaod,  tbe^  one  and  all,  except  myfd^ 
cddved  to  decline  it.  Bat  I,  Sir,  who  was 
cfcr  giddily  fbr^ward,  and  thoogfatk^  of  Con* 
feqaences,  iet  mylelf  roandly  to  work,  and 
got  diroDgfa  it  as  well  as  I  could.  I  rctnem* 
foer  to  this  Hour,  that  fingle  Topick  of  his  A£- 
folulity  (which  made  me  mention  it  before) 
was  the  chief  Motive  that  wanned  me  into 
^Undenaking}  and  to  fhew  how  verychUd^' 
a  Notion  I  had  of  his  Charai^  at  that  dme; 
1  taj&d  his  Homanity,  and  Love  of  ihofe  who 
fen'd  hiHi,  to  fix:h  Height,  that  1  imputed 
his  Death  to  the  Sbock  he  received  from,  the 
L.ord  jiri/Jigan'i  being  at  the  point  of  Death, 
about  a  Week  before  him.  This  Oration,- 
iiich 
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fuch  as  it  was,  I  produc'd  the  next  Morning :  All 
the  other  Boys  pleaded  their  Inability,  which 
the  Mailer  taking  rather  as  a  Mark  of  their 
Modeily  tlian  their  IdlenefSj  pnly  Teemed  to 
puniih,  by  fetdng  me  at  the  Head  of  theForm: 
A  Preferment  dearly  bought !  Much  happier 
had  I  been  to  have  funk  my  Performance  in 
the  general  Modefty  of  declxning  it.  A  moft 
uncomfortable  Life  I  led  among  them,  fof 
ipany  a  Day  after!  I  was  fo  jeer'd^  laugh'd 
at,  and  hated  as  a  pragmatical  lUilard  (School- 
boys Language)  who  iiad  betray'd  the  whole 
Form,  that  fcarce  any  of  them  would  keep  mc 
company  ;  and  tho'  i)  fo  far  advanced  me  into 
the  Maftcr's  Favour  that  he  would  often  take 
me  from  the  School,  to  give  mc  an  Airing 
with  him  on  Horfeback,  while  they  were  left 
to  their  LefTons ;  you  may  be  fune  fuch  en- 
vy'd  Happincfs  did  not  encreafe  their  Good- 
will to  me :  Notwithftanding  which,  my  Stu. 
pidity  could  take  no  warning  frtnn  their  Treat. 
ment.  An  Accident  of  the  fame  Nature  hap- 
pen'd  foon  after,  that  might  have  frighten'd 
a  Boy  of  a  meek  Spirit  from  attempting  any 
thing  above  theloweft  Capacity.  On  the  23d 
oij^pril  following,  being  theCoronation-Day  of 
tbo  new  King,  the  School  petition'd  the  Mailer 
for  leave  to  play  j  to  which  he  agreed,  pro- 
vided any  of  the  Boys  would  produce  an  £n- 

gUfb  Ode  upon  that  Occalion.— ■ The  very 

Word,  Ode^  I  know,  makes  you  finile  already ; 

and  fb  it  does  me ;  not  only  becaufe  it  ilill 

makes  fo  many  poor  Devils  turn  Wits  upon  it, 

4  but 
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Imt  from  a  mo-e  agreeable  Motive ;  from  a 
Refle^on  of  how  little  I  then  thought  that, 
half  a  Century  afterwards,  I  Should  be  c^led 
upon  twice  a  Year,  by  my  Poft,  to  make  the 
£une  kind  of  Oblations  to  an  itnexceptionahk 
Prince,  the  ferene  Happinefs  of  whofe  Reiga 
my  halting  Rhimes  are  lUll  fo  unequal  to.^  - 
This,  I  own,  is  Vanity  without  Difgaile; 
but,  Hac  alim  meminife  jteuat ;  The  Remem- 
brance of  the  miferable  Profpeft  we  had  then 
before  as,  and  have  fince  efcaped  by  a  Revo- 
lution, is  now  a  Pleafure,  which,  without  dhat 
Remembrance,  I  could  not  fo  heartily  have 
enjoyed.  The  Ode  I  was  Ipeaking  of  &U  to  ' 
my  Lot,  which,  in  about  half  an  Hour  I 
produced.  I  cannot  iay  it  was  much  above 
the  merry  Stile  of  Sing  !  Sing  the  Day^  and 
fing  the  Songj  in  the  Farce :  Yet  bad  as  k 
was,  it  ferved  to  get  the  School  a  Play-day, 
and  to  make  me  not  a  little  vain  upon  it; 
which  laft  ^Sc6i  lb  di^fted  my  Play-fellows, 
that  they  left  me  out  of  the  Party  I  had  moft 
a  mind  to  be  of  in  that  Day's  Recreation.  But 
their  Ingratitude  ferv'd  only  to  increafe  my 
Vanity ;  for  I  confidercd  them  as  fo  many 
beaten  Tits,  (hat  had  juft  had  the  Mortification 
of  feeing  my  Hack  of  a  Pegajus  come  in  be- 
fore them.  This  low  Paflion  is  fo  rooted  in 
our  Nature,  that  fometimcs  riper  Heads  cannot 
govern  it.  I  haVe  met  with  much  the  iame 
filly  fort  of  Cbldnefs,  even  from  my  Contem- 
poraries of  the  Theatre,  fn^m  having  the  fu- 
perfloous 
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perfiaoas  Cbpdaty  of  writisg  myf^  the  Ott- 
joBtn  t  fafLVc  adcd 

HciE,  poham,  I  may  again  icem  to  be  vain ; 
4uit  if  all  thefe  Fai%  are  true  (as  true  dwy  are) 
how  CBS  1  hdp  it  ?  Why  am  I  obliged  to 
conceal  thend  ?  The  Merit  of  the  beft  of  them 
«  not  Jb  eztDaordinaiy  as  to  have  warned  me  to 
be  nice  upon  it }  and  the  Prajfe  due  to  them  is 
ta  finall  a  Fifh,  it  was  fiarcc  worth  while  to 
throw  my  Line  into  the  Water  for  it  If  I 
-  confer  my  Vanity  while  a  Boy,  can  it  be  Va- 
inty»  when  a  Man,  to  remember  it  P  And 
■if  1  have  a  tDlecable  Feature,  will  not  that  as 
much  belong  to  my  Picture  as  an  Jmperfedi- 
on  ?  In  a  word,  from  what  I  have  motioned, 
I  would '  obfervc  only  this ;  That  when  we  are 
conloous  of  the  leaft  comparative  Merit  in 
oarielves,  we  fhould  take  as  much  Care  to 
-omceal  the  Vahie  we  fet  upon  it,  as  if  it  weie 
«  real  Defed:  To  be  elat«l,  or  vain  upon  it, 
is  ibewii^  your  Money  before  People  in  want ; 
ten  to  one,  but  fbme  who  may  think  you  have 
coo  much,  may  borrow,  or  pick  your  Fbcket  be- 
fore you  get  home.  He  who  aflbmes  Praife  to 
himfelf,  the  World  will  think,  overpays  lilm&lf. 
Even  the  Sofpidon  of  being  vain,  ought  as 
much  to  be  dreaded  as  the  Guilt  it&lf.  Cafar 
was  of  the  £ime  Opinion  in  ic^iA  to  his 
Wife's  Chaftity.  Praife,  tho'  it  may  be  otr 
Due,  is  not  tike  a  Bank-Bill,  to  be  paid  upon 
Demand ;  to  be  valuable,  it  mull  be  voluntary. 
When  we  are  duo'd  for  it,  we  have  a  Right 
•(■  and 
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«id  PrivBegD  to  refuie  it.  If  CompttUion  in-  ' 
fifts  upon  it>  it  c^n  onty  be  paid  u  Pcffiieatim 
in  Foints  <^  Faith  is,  in  a  ooonterfat  Ooui. 
Attd'  who,  «ver,  belicv'd  occafiooal  Confbmit. 
ty  to  be  fincere?  N^o,  the  moft  vain  Cob^ 
coeab  of  a  TTrant  that  ever  breath'd,  couVt  doc 
ratfit  an  Bi^gned  Applaufe  c^  his  Harp  by 
BoSitcry  Execution ;  even  where  Phiife  is  de- 
ferv'd.  Ill-nature  and  Self-concat  {Pailione  that 
ipoXl  a  Majority  of  Mankind)  will  with  le&  Re- 
hi^Unce  put  with  their  Money  than  their  Ap- 
probabon.  Men  of  the  grcateift  Merit  are  for- 
ced «o  Qay  'till  they  die,  befim  the  World  will 
fiocly  mike  up  their  Account :  Then,  indeed* 
yon  have  a  Chance  for  yoor  ftill  Due,  becrafe 
k  is  1^  gnidg'd  when  you  are  incapabte  of 
enioying  k:  Then,  pcrhape,  eten  Mabce  (halt 
hexp  PraHes  upon  your  Memny ;  tho*  not 
fer  your  Sake,  bat  that  your  furviviog  Coinpe- 
ritocs  may  ^iSa  by  a  Compariibn.  'TIS  from 
the  &CBC  Principle  that  Satyr  fiiall  have  a 
tbon&nd  Readers,  where  Pantgyrk  has  one. 
When  I  therefore  find  myName  at  length,  in  ' 
^le  Satyricd  Works  of  our  moft  cdebnoed  liv- 
ing Author,  I  never  look  npon  thofe  Lines  as 
Ib^ilice  meant  to  nae,.  (for  hie  knows  I  never  pro- 
vdc'd  it)  hot  Profit  to  himfelf :  One  of  hi» 
Poiitts  DMift  b^  tQ  have  many  Readers :  He 
txxifiders  that  my  Face  and  Name  are  more 
kmwn  than  thole  of  many  thon&nds  of  mora: 
Oonfeqoence  in  the  Kingdom :  That  therefore* 
"n^  or  wrong,  a  Lick  at  the  Lam-eat  will  tif 
ways  be  a  fore  Bait^  aJ  caftant&tm  valgus,  t» 
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catch  \&tsx  little  Readers :  Aod  that  to  gratiiy 

the  Unlearned,  by  now  aod  then  iiner^)erli[^ 

thbfe  merry  Sacrifices  of  an  old  Acquuntanoe 

to  their  Taile,  is  a  Piece  of  quite  right  Poetical 

Craft. 

Bat  as  a  little  bad  Poetry,  is  the  greateft 
Crime,  he  lays  to  my  Charge,  I  am  corillii^  to 
fubrcribe  to  his  Opinion  of  it.  That  this  fort  of 
Wit  is  one  of  the  ea&ft  ways  too,  kA  plealing 
the  generality  of  Readers,  is  evident  irom  the 
comfortable  Subfillance  which  our  weekly  Re- 
tailers of  Pc^iticks  have  been  known  to  pid^  up, 
merely  by  making  bold  with  a  Government 
that  had  unfortunately  neglected  to  find  their 
Genius  a  better  Employment. 

Hence  too  arifes  all  that  flat  Poverty  of  Ccn- 
fure  and  InvedWe,  that  fo  often  has  a  Run  in 
our  publick  Papers,  upon  the  Succels  of  a  new 
Author ;  when,  God  knows,  there  is  ieldom 
above  one  Writer  among  hundreds  in  Being  at 
the  fame  tJme,  whofc  Satyr  a  Man  of  com- 
mon Senfe  ought  to  be  mov'd  at.  When  a 
Mafter  in  the  Art  is  angry,  then  indeed,  we 
ought  to  be  alarm'd ! ,  How  terrible  a  Weapcm 
is  Satyr  in  the  Hand  of  a  great  Genius  P  Yet 
.even  there,  how  liable  is  Prqudice  to  mifufe  \ii 
How  far,  when  general,  it  may  reform  our 
Morals,  or  what  Cruelties  it  ixuj  infli<^  by  be- 
ing angrily  particular,  is  perhaps  above  my 
reach  to  determine.  I  fhaU  thaefc»e  only  beg 
leave  to  interpofe  what  I  ^1  iac  others,  whom 
it  may  perfonally  have  ^len  upon.  When  I 
read  thofe  mortifying  lines  of  our  mcA  emir 
neat 
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keot  Author^  in  hia  Cliaraaer  of  uSttitta  (At- 
ikusy  w1m&  Gepiiu  in  Vcrie,  and  whole  Mo- 
nlitjr  in  Prole,  has  been  fo  juftly  «dnur'd) 
thoi^  I  am  durm'd  with  the  Poetryt  my 
Ima^nation  is  hurt  at  the  Severity  of  it  j  and 
Ad'  I  .ftUaw  the  'SMyrift  to  have  had  per&nal 
BroTocation,  yet,  methinfcs,  for  that  very 
Rcsfim,  he  opght  not  to  have  croabled  the 
Pubtic  with  it :  For,  as  it  is  oblervcd  in  the 
a42d  ^atler^  '*  In  all  Terms  of  Reproof,  where 
**  die  ScMcncc  appears  to  arife  frtun  peribtnl 
**  Hatied,  or  Paflion,  it  is  not  then  made  tho 
"  Cinfe  of  Nbnkind,  but  a  Mifunderfland- 
'*  tog  between,  two  Perfons."  But  if  fiich  kind 
of  Satyr  has  its  incontellable  Greatnefe }  if  its 
exemfjary  Brightnels  may  not  mlflead  inferior 
Wits  into  a  batbarous  Imitation  of  its  Severity, 
then  I  have  only  admired  the  Ver&s,  and  ex- 
poied  xnyitkiy  by  twinging  them  under  fb  Cra- 
pulous a  Reflection :  fiut  the  Pain  which  the 
Acrimony  of  tbofe  Verfes  gave  me,  is,  infome 
mcaiiire,  allayed,  in  finding  that  tlua  inimi- 
table' Writer,  as  he  adrances  in  Years,  has 
Once  had  Candcv  enongh  to  cxdebrate  thtf  fame 
Peribn  for  his  vifiUe  Merit  Happy  Genius  t 
whofe  Verfe,  like  the  Eye  of  Beauty,  can  heal  the 
deepeil  Wounds  with  the  leaft  Glance  of  Favour. 
Since  I  am  got  fo  ^  into  this  Subject,  yoo 
muft  give  mo  leave  to  go  thro'  all  I  have  a 
mind  to  lay  upon  it ;  becanfe  I  am  not  fiue, 
that  in  a  more  prt^r  Place,  m)>-  Memory 
may  be  fo  full  of  it.  I  cannot  find,  there- 
fore, irom  what  Reafon  Satyr  is  allowed  more 
D  Licence 
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ticencc  than  Comedy,  or  why  eidier  of  them 
(to  be  admired)  oaght  not  to  be  limited  by 
Decency  and  Juftice.  Let  JuveTtal  and  jlri" 
fiopbanes  have  taken  what  Liberties  they.pleafe, 
if  the  Learned  have  nothing  mwe  than  their 
Antiquity  to  juftify  their  laying  about  them 
at  that  cnonnous  Rate,  I  Ihall  wifh  they  bad 
a  better  Excde  for  them  1  The  petii^ial  Ridi'« 
culc  and  Scurrility  thrown  upon  Socratei^  wluch 
Plutarch  too  condemns }  and  the  Boldnefs  of 
yuvenal,  in  writing  r^  NamcG  over  guilty 
Charafters,  I  cannot  think  are  to  be  fJeaded 
in  right  of  oar  modern  Liberties  of  tiie  £ime 
kind,  Facit  indignatio  •oerjum,  may  be  a  very 
^irlted  Expreffion,  and  feane  to  give  a  Reader 
Hopes  of  a  lively  Entert^nment :  But  I  am 
afraid  Reproof  is  in  unequal  Hands,  when 
Anger  is  its  Executioner ;  and  tfao*  an  outrage- 
ous lnve<Sivc  may  carry  fome  Truth  in  it,  yet  ic 
mil  never  have  that  natuifal,  eafy  Credit  with 
ns,  which  we  give  to  the  langmng  Ironies  6£ 
a  cool  Head.  The  Satyr  that  can  fmile  csr- 
Tum  pracordia  bidit,  and  feld<Hn  fiuls  to  tuing 
the  Reader  quite  over  to  his  Side,  whenever 
Ridicule  and  Folly  are  at  variance.  But  when 
a  Pcrfbn  latyriz'd  is  ufcd  vrith  the  extreameft 
Rigour,  he  may  fometimes  meet  with  Com- 
paffion,  inftead  of  Contempt,  and  throw  back 
the  Odium  that  was  defigned  for  him,  upon 
the  Author.  When  I  w6uld  therefore  diGum 
the  Satyrill  of  this  Indignatitin,  I  me^  little 
more,  than  that  I  would  take  from  him  all 
fmzVi  or  pcrlbnal  Frgudia,  and  would  ftiU 
leave 
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leave  hipi  as  mqcb  general  Vice  to  Icoutgc  as 
he.  plcaies,    and  that  with  as  much  Fire  and  . 
^lidt  its  Art  Sffx^  Nature  demand  to  enliven 
hw  Work,  and  keep  hie  Reader  awake. 

Again^  all  thi£  it  may  be  objeded.  That 
ibcfe  a^e  Iawb  which  npfic  bi^t  phlegmatic 
WriteTB  will  obferve,  an^  only  Men  of  Emi- 
nenoe  (hoald  gjve.  £  gran^  it,  and  therefore 
00^  iiiVmit  them  to  Writers  of  bietter  Judg. 
oieot  I  pretend  not  to  rcibain  others  irom 
cfao&ig  what  I  don't  like }  they  ^  w^cpme 
(if  ubpy  pli^ale  too)  to  think  I  ofFer  thele 
Ki|l^  t^OTt  from  an  Incapacity  (q  break,  them, 
thaa  fiom  %  nx^al  H^l7U[uty.  Let  it  b^  lb ! 
ftiU,  That  will  ootw^ken  the  Sbrength  of 
what  I  have  ajEEbrted,  if  my  AiTerdoi^  be  trae. 
And  though  1  allow,  that  Provocation  is  not 
ajH  .to  weigh  out  its  Rofeatmeqts  by  Draduns 
utd  Scmplef,  I  ihall  OUl  thiok  tl^  no  :pub> 
}ic  ReVfmg^  can  be  hQnourab1e>  .where  it  is  n(X 
limited  hy  Joilice  j  and  if  Hpnqur  is  injatuUe 
in  its  Reren^,  it  Iqfes  yrhAt  it  contends  ipc 
and  links  itfelf,  if  not  info  Cruelty,  at  Icai^ 
into  Vaio-glocy, 

This  &  Angular  Concern  which  I  havo 
{hewn  for  others,  may  jaaturally  lead  you  to 
1^  me»'  what  i  feel  for  my^f.  whep  I  am 
1ip&v<Hirat)ily  treated  by  the  elaborate  Authora 
of  o»ir  daily  I?apprs.  Shall  I  be  fincere,  and 
own  my  Frailty  ?  its  ufu^l  Effe^i:  is  to  make  me 
yaip  I  Fpr  J  iconfidcr^  if  I  were  quite  good  for 
nothing,  the^  Fidlers  fin  Wit  would  not  be 
CQDcerqed  to  take  me  to  pieces,  or  (not  to 
D  2  l» 
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be  quite  fo  vain)  when  they  moderately  chaise 
me  with  only  Ignorance,  or  Dulnefs,  I  fee  no- 
thing in  That,  which  an  honcft  Man  need  be 
aiham'd  of:  There  is  many  a  good  Soul,  who, 
from  thole  fwoet  Slumbers  of  the  Brain,  are 
never  awaken'd  by  the  leaft  harmful  Thought ; 
and  I  am  fometimes  tempted  to  think  thofe 
Retailers  of  Wit  may  be  of  the  lame  Clafi  ; 
that  what  they  write  proceeds  not  fi:om  Malice, 
but  Induftry  j  and  that  I  ought  no  more  to  re- 
proach them  than  I  would  a  lawyer  that  pleads 
agalnll  me  for  his  Fee ;  that  their  Detradion, 
l^e  Dung,  -  thrown  upon  a  Meadow,  tho'  it 
may  feem  at  firft  to  deform  the  Profpeft,  in 
a  little  time  it  will  dilappear  of  itfelf,  and 
leave  an  involuntary  Crop  of  Praife  behind 
it 

"^  When  they  confine  thcmfelves  to  a  fober 
jCri^ilin  upon  What  I  write  j  if  their  Cen- 
Ture  is  juft,  what  Anfwer  can  I  make  to  it? 
If  It  is  unjull,  why  Ihbuld  I  foppofe  that  a 
;^lible  Reader  will  not  fee  it,  as  well  as  my- 
Ifelf  F  Or>  admit  I  were  able  to  expofe  them, 
by  .a  laughing  Reply,  will  not  mat  Reply 
■beget  a  Rejoinder  ?  And  though  they  might 
be  Gainers,  by  having  the  worft  on't,  in  a 
Paper  War,  that  Is  no  Temptation  for  me  to 
come  into  It.  .  Or  (to  make  both  fides  lefe 
.confiderable)  would  not  my  bearing  Ill-lan- 
guage, from  a  Chimney-fweeper,  do  me  lefs 
Harm,  than  it  would  be  to  box  with  him, 
the''  I  were  fure  to  beat  him?  Nor  indeed 
is  the  litde  Reputation  M  have  as  an  Author, 
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wor&  the  Trouble  of  a  E>efeDce.  Then,  as 
no  Critkifin  can  poffibly  make  me  worfc  than 
I  really  am ;.  fo  nothing  I  can  iay  of  myfelf  can  . 
poflibiy  make  me  better :  When  therefore  a 
determined  Oitick  conies  arm'd  with  Wit  and 
Outrage,  to  take  irom  me  that  fmall  Pittance 
I  have,  I  wou'd  no  more  diipute  with  him, 
than  I  wou'd  refill  a 'Gentleman  of  the  Road^ 
to  iave  a  little  Pocket-Money.  Men  that  arc 
in  want  themlelves,  leldom  make  a  Confci-  1 
ence  of  taking  it  irom  others.  Whoever 
thinks  I  have  too  much,  is  welcome  to  what 
Share  of  it  he  plea&s :  Nay,  to  make  him 
more  merciful  (as  I  partly  guefs  the  worA'  he 
can  lay  of  what  I  now  write)  I  will  prevent 
even  the  Imputation  of  his  doing  me  Injustice, 
and  honeftly  fay  it  myfelf,  viz.  That  of  all 
the  Affurances  I  was  ever  guilty  of,  this,  of 
writing  my  own  Life  is  the  moft  hardy.     I 

beg  his  Pardon  ! —  Impudent  Is  what  I 

fliould  have  fa'id  1  That  through  every  Page 
there  runs  a  Vein  of  Vanity  and  Impertinence, 
which  no  French  Ef^ms  niemoires  ever  came 
up  to  i  but,  as  this  IS  a  common  Error,  I 
prefume  the  Terms  of  Doating  "Trifer,  Old 
Fool^  or  Conceited  Coxcomb^  wUl  carry  Con- 
tempt enough  fof  an  Impartkl  Cenfbr  to  hz- 
ftow  pri  me ;  that  my  Style  is  unequal,  pert, 
and  frothy,  patch'd  and  party-colour'd,  like 
the  Coal  of  an  Harlequin  i  low  and  pompous, 
cramm'd  with'  Epithets,  ftrew'd  with "  Scraps 
of  fecond-haftd 'Xrfi//»  from  common  Quota- 
tions 5  frequently  aiming  ■  at  Wit,  witHoijt 
'D  3  ever 
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cvcrhittipg  the  .Mark}  a  mere  Ragouft,  tofe'd 
up  from  the  6fials  of  other  Authors :  My  Sub- 
jcft  below  alt  Pens  but  ray  own,  which,  when* 
ever  1  kccP  to,  is  flatly  daUb'd  by  bne  eteroal 
Egotifin :  That  I  wafit  nothing  but  Wit,  to  be 
as  an  accomplifh'd  a  Coxcomb  her'e,  as  ever  I 
attempted  to  expofe  oh  the  Theaft-e;  Nay, 
that  Uiis  very  CohfefEon  is  no  mbie  a  "Sign  of 
my  Modefty,  than  it  is  a  Protjf  of  my  'Judg- 
menti  tbat,  inihort,  you  may  roundly  tell  me^ 
that—- 0«Hfl  (or  Cibber)  vutt  videri  Pauper ^ 
et  eji  Pauper, 

iVben  bumble  Qnna  cries,,  I'm  poor  and  low, 
Ym  may  believe  bim — --ie  it  reaify  f». 

Well,  Sir  Critidc  1  and' what  of  all  this  >  "NoW 
I  have  laid  myfelf  at  your  Feet,  what  will  y6u 
do  with  me?  Expcde  mci  Why,  dear  Sir, 
does  not  every  Man  that  writes  cxpofe  him- 
.felfP  Can  you  make  me  more  ridiculous  thto 
Nature  has  made  me?  You  ctiu'd  not  fiire 
fuppofe,  _that  I  would  lofe  the  Pleafare  of 
Writipg,  becauie  you  might  pollibly  judge  me 
a  Blockhead,  or  perlups  might  plea^tly  tell 
other  People  ^ey  ou^t  to  think  me  fo  too. 
Will  not  they  judge  as  well  from  what  /  fay, 
as  what  Tou  Ly  F  u  then  you  attack  me  merely 
to  divert  your&lf,  your  Excufe  ^r  writing 
will  be  no  better  than  mme.  But  perhaps 
yon  may  want  Bread  ^  if  that  be  the  Qde, 
even  gp  to  Dinner,  i'  pod's  Name ! 

If  our  bell  Aqthora,  whea  teiz'd  by  theJe 
Triflers,  have  not  beat  Maflers  of  this  Tndifie- 
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reoce,  I  ihould  not  wonder  if  it  were  diibe- 
lier'd  in  me ;  but  when  it  is  confider'd  that  I 
have  allow'dy  my  never  having  been  difturb'd 
into  a  Reply,  has  proceeded  as  much  from  Va- 
nity as  from  Philofophy,  the  Matter  then  may 
not  ieem  lb  incredible :  And  the'  I  confels,  the 
complete  Revenge  of  making  them  Immortal 
Dunces  in  Immortal  Veife,  might  be  glorions  j 
yet,  if  you  will  call  it  InfedibiUty  in  me, 
never  to  have  mnc*d  at  them,  even  that  In- 
fenfibility  has  its  Happinels,  and  what  could 
Glory  give  mc  more  r  Fc«*  my  part,  I  have 
always  had  the  comfi»t  to  think,  whenever 
they  de%n'd  me  a  Dis&voof,  it  generally  £ew 
ba(&  into  thar  own  Faces,  as  it  happens  to 
.Qiildren  when  they  iquirt  at  thdr  Play-fel- 
lows againft  the  Wind.  If  a  Scribbler  cannot 
be  eafy,  becaufe  he  fendes  I  have  too  good 
aa  Opinion  of  my  own  Produ^ons,  let  him 
write  on,  and  m^tiiy ;  I  owe  him  not  the 
Chari^r  to  be  out  of  Temper  myfelf,  merely  to 
keq>.  him  quiet,  or  give  him  Joy :  Nor,  in 
icabty,  can  I  fee,  vhy  any  thing  miirepccfent- 
ed,  uio'  bcUev*d  of  me  by  Pnfons  to  whom 
I  am  unknown,  ought  to  ^ve  me  any  more 
Concern,  than  what  may  be  thought  of  me  m 
Le^^imd:  'TIS  with  tfaofe  with  whom  I  am  to 
iiw  only,  where  my  Charadler  can  9&&  me ; 
and  I  will  venture  to  (ay,  he  muft  figd  out  a 
new  way  of  Writing  mat  mil  make  me  pafs 
faiy  Time  there  lefi  agreeably. 

You  fee.  Sir,  how  hard  it  is  for  a  "Mxa  that 
U  taUdng  of  lumfclf,  to  know  when  to  ^ve 
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over ;  but  if  you  are  tired,  lay  me  afidc  till  you 

have  a  frefli  Appetite  j   if  not,  1*11  tell  you  a 

Story. 

In  the  Year  1739,  there  were  many  Authors, 
whofe  Merit  wanted  nothing  but  Intereft  to 
recommend  them  to  the  vacant  Laurel^  and  who 
took  it  ill,  to  fee  it  at  laft  conferred  upon  a  Co* 
jnedian  j  infomtich,  that  they  were  refolved,  at 
leaft,  to  fhcw  Specimens  of  their  fiiperior  Pre- 
tenfions,  and  accordingly  enliven'd  the  publick 
Papers  with  ingenious  Epigrams,  and  ^tyrical 
Flirts,  at  the  unworthy  Succeflbr  j  Thefe  le- 
pers my  Friends,  with  a  wicked  Smile,  would 
often  put  into  my  Hands,  and  defire .  me  to 
read  thepi  ^rly  in  Company :  This  was  a 
Challenge  which  I  neyer  declined,  and,  to  do 
my  doughty  Aotagonifts  Juilice,  I  always  read 
them  with  as  much  impartial  Spirit,  as  if  I 
had  writ  them  myfclf.  While  1  was  thus 
befet  on  all  Sides,  ih&t  happcn'd  to  ftep  forth 
3  poetical  Knight-Errant  to  my  AHiAance,  who 
was  hardy  enough  to  publifli  fome  compafflon- 
ate  Stanzas  in  my  Favour.  Thefe,  you  may 
be  fare,  the  Raillery  oi  my  Friends  could  do 
no  le(s  than  fay,  I  had  written  to  myfelf.  To 
deny  'A^  I  knew,  would  but  have  confirmed 
their  pretended  Sufpicion  :  I  therefore  told 
them,  fince  it  gave  them  fuch  Joy  to  believe 
them  my  own,  1  would  do  my  heft  to  make 
the  whole  Town  think  fo  too.  As  the  Odd«- 
nefs  of  this  Reply  was,  I  knew,  what  would 
not  be  eaftly  comprehended,  I  delired  them 
to  have  a  Day's  P^Ltieivx,  and  I  would  print 
'  -an 
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^n  ExpUnation  to  it:  To  conclude, '  in  two 
Days  aftcTi.  I  ^cnt  this  Letter,  with  fome  dog- 
gerel Rhimes  at  the  Bottom, 

To  the  Author  of  the  Whitehall  Evcning-Poft. 
SIR, 

rHE  Verfis  to  the  Laureat,  tn years  of  Sztar- 
day  la^,  have  occajkrid  the  following  Repfy^ 
which  1  bofie  yoUll  give  a  Place  in  your  next^  to 
Jhrw  that  we  can  be  quick,  as  well  as  /mart,  i^gn 
a  p-oper  Occafon :  And,  as  I  think  it  the  lawji 
ifark  of  a  Scoundrel  to  make  hold  with  any 
Man's  QsaraBer  in  Prints  without  fuBfiribing 
the  true  Name  of  the  Author  ;  I  therefore  defire^ 
if  the  Laureat  is  concern'd  enough  to  afk  the 
^ejHm^  that  you  will  tell  him  my  Name,  and 
•where  I  live ;  till  tben^  I  beg  leave  to  he  known 
by  no  other  then  that  of 

Your  Servant,    ■ 

Monday,  Jan.  ii.  1730. 

Francis  Fairpiay. 

Thde  were  the  Vcrfcs. 
I. 

AK  iah!  Sir  GoH,  is  that  thy  Way, 

77y  own  dull  Prai/e  to  write  ? 
And  wtaid^fi  thoufiandfo  fure  a  Lay  ? 

No,  that's  too  Jlale  a  Bite, 

n. 

Nature,  and  Art,  in  thee  eombiw, 
fhy  Talents  here  excel: 
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A^Jhimng  Brafi  ibm  d^  wtjiaiu^ 
to  fa}  tie  Cheat  fi  mil. 

va. 

Who  feet  thee  in  lago'f  Part, 

But  tbitUu  thee  fucb  a  Rcgue  ? 
'jbdis  not  glad,  mtb  all  bis  Hearty 

TobatigJbfadaDog? 

IV. 

men&ystbm/Jaf/l,  7byfilf  thou  art ; 

For  tbat  bj  Nature  fit. 
No  BhcUxad  better  fiiti  the  Part, 

nan  fucb  a  Coxami  Wit. 

V. 

it  Wrongbead  la>,  tbf  Bram  vefee, 

Wbo  migbt  do  veil  at  Plough ; 
'A  Jit  for  ParUantsnt  TOM  be, 

Jbfir  the  Laurel,  litu. 

VI 

Bring  thy  prmSed  Verfe  from  Court, 

jind  try  it  on  the  Stage', 
nere  it  will  make  much  better  Sfort, 

Jadjit  the  Toon  in  Sage. 

VII. 
Tiere  Beaux,  and  Witt,  andCitt,  and  SmartJ, 

Where  ISJ^g's  not  uncivil, 
Wtlljhew  tbeir  Parts  to  thy  Defirts, 

.dudfendit  to  the  Devil. 

♦  vm. 
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itw/,  ab  I  in  tt»/»,  'gmnji  Tbee  «v  wn/r, 

Jftt  iw/n  tby  Verfe  we  maul^ 
Our  Jharfteji  Satyr's  tby  Delight, 

*  Per Blood !  thou'lt  ftand  it  alL 

^hm^y  'tisjai^,  the  Laurel  &ares ; 

Netigk  but  tby  Brans  cmdd  elafi  it : 
^iftdyet ^  nor^,  prowki^  Stars  / 

^  Comfort  ii,  thou  haft  it. 

This,  Sir,  I  ofier  as  a  B:oQf,  that  I  was  fe* 
ven  Years  ago  the  'fatne  cold  Candidate  for 
Fame,  which  I  would  ftill  be  thought  j  you 
mil  not  eafily  fuppoie  I  could  have  much  Con<. 
ccm  about  it,  while,  to  gratify  the  merry 
Pique  of  my  Friends,  I  was  capable  of  feeming 
to  head  the  Poetical  Cry  then  againft  me,  and 
at  the  lame  time  6f"  never  letting  the  Piiblicti; 
know,  'till  this  Hoiir,  that  thefe  Vcrfcs  were 
■  Svrittei)  hy  myfelf :  Nor  do  I  give  them  you  as 
an  Entertaifimefit,  but  merely  to  ihew  you  this 
particHilar  Caft  of  my  -Temper. 

When  J  have  faid  this,  I  would  not  have  ie 
thought  Afie(ftation  in  me,  when  I  grant,  that 
no  Man  worthy  the  Name  <£  an  Author,  is  a 
more  fiulty  Writer  than  myfelf;  that  I  am 
not  Mafler  of  my  own  Language,  I  too  often 
;^I,  when  I  am  at  9  lofi  for  Enirejnon : '  I 
know  too  that  I  have  too  bold  a  Dilr^ard  for 
that  Corre£tne&,  which  others  fit  To  juft  9  Vi- 
jue  upon :  This  |  ought  tp  be  afhapi^d  of,  when 
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I  find  that  Perfons,  perhaps  of  colder  Im^- 
natioD^,  are  allowed  to  wcUe .  hotter  than  my- 
fclf.  Whenever  I  fpcak  of  any  thipg  tljat 
highly  delfts  me,  I  find  It' very  difficult  tp 
keep  my  Worde  within  the  Bounds  of  Com- 
mon Scnfc :  Even  when  I  write  too,  the  fame 
Failing  will  fometimes  get  the  better  of  me ; 
of  wmdi  I  cannot  give  yqu  a  Wronger  la- 
flance,  than  in  that  wild  Expreflion  I  made 
ufe  of  in  the  6rft  Edition  of  my  Preface  to 
the  Pronxk'd  Bujbend;  where,  ipeakiog  of 
Mrs.  Oldjuld'^  excellent  Performance  in .  the 
Part  of  Lady  Townlyy  my  Words  ran  thu^ 
viz.  It  is  not  enmgb  to  fey,  that  here  Jbe  outdid 
her  ufual  Outdoing. — A  moll:  vile  Jingle,  I 
grant  it  I  Ybu  may  well  aflc  roc.  How  could  I 
poflibly  commit  fuch  a  Wantonnefs  to  Paper  ? 
And  I  owe  myfclf  the  Shame  of  confeHing,  .1 
have  no  Excufe  for  it,  but  that,  like  a  Lover 
in  the  Fulnefs  of  his  Content,  by.  endeavouring 
to  be  floridly  grateful,  I  talk'd  Nonfenfe.  Not 
but  it  makes  me  fmile  to  remember  how  many 
flat  Writers  have  made  themfelves  briik  upon 
this  finglc  Expreffioni  wherever  the  Verb, 
Outdof  could  com6  in,  the  pleaiant  Accufii- 
tivc.  Outdoing^  was  fure  to  follow  it  The 
provident  Wags  knew,  that  Deciei  repelita  pla- 
ceret :  fo  dclidous  a  Morfel  could  not  be  ferv'd 
',  up  too  often !  After  it  had  held  them  nine 
times  told  for  a  Jeft,  the  Publick  has  fcccn 
pefter'd  with  a  tenth  Skull,  thick  enough  to 
jepeat  it.  Nay,  the  very  learned  in-  the  La\^, 
have  at  laft  facetioufly  laid  hold  of  it  I  Ten 
4  Years- 
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Years  after  it  firft  came  from  me,  it  lerved  to 
enliven  the  Eloquence  of  an  eloquent  Pleader 
before  a  Houle  of  I^liament  I  What  Au- 
thor would  not  envy  me  (o  Aolickfptnc  a 
Faulty  that  bad  Jiich  publick  Honours  p^d 
to  it  ?  ~ 

ASttc  this  Conlcioulhers  of  my  real  Deieds, 
you  wHl  eafily  judge.  Sir,  how  little  I  prefume 
that  my  Poetical  Labours  may  outlive  tfaofc  of 
of  my  mortal  Cotemporaries. 

At  the  &me  Bme  that  I  am  ib  humble  in 
my  Pretenlions  to  Fame,  I  would  not  be 
thought  to  undervalue  it;  Nature  will  not 
fufier  us  to  ddfpife  it,  but  fhe  may  fometimes 
make  tu  too  fond  of  it.  I  have  known  more 
than  one  good  Writer,  very  near  ridiculous, 
ftom  being  in  (00  much  Heat  about  it.  Who- 
ever iritrinfically  deferves  it,  will  always  have 
a  proportionable  Right  to  it.  It  can  neither 
be  refi'gn'd,  nor  taken  from  you  by  Violence. 
Tmth,  which  is  unalteraUe,  muft  (however  ■ 
"his  Fame  may  be  contefted)  ^ve  every  Man. 
his  Due:  What  a  Poem  weighs,  it  will  be 
•■worth  J  nor  is  it  in  the  Power  of  Human  EIo, 
qaencc,  with  Favour  or  Prejudice,  to  Increafe 
or'  diminiOi  its  Value.  Prejudice^  'tis  true, 
may  a  while  difcolour  it ;  but  it  will  always 
have  its  Appeal  to  the  Equity  of  good  Senfc, 
"whidi  will  never  foil,  in  the  End,  to  reverie 
•  all  felfe  Judgment  againft  it  Therefore  when 
'  1  fee  an  eminent  Author  hurt,  and  impatient 
at  an  impotent  Attack  upon  his  Labours,  he 
dUlprbs  my  Inclination  to  admire  him;  I  grow 
doubtful 
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doubt&l  of  the  ^vonraUe  Jadgmeat  I  taw 
made  of  him,  aad  am  quito  uncUy  to  fee  him 
ib  tender,  in  a  Point  ho  caniuit  but  know  h^ 
ought  not  himlelf  to  be  Judge  of;  his  Concern 
uuked,  St  aaother'B  Prejud^,  or  Difitf^oba-  - 
tion,  may  be  natnrali  but,  to  own  it,  ieepu 
to  me  a  natural  Weaknefs.  Whon  a  Work  is 
apparently  great,  it  will  go  without  Crotches  j 
^  your  Art  and  Anxiety  to  heighten  the  Fame 
of  it,  then  becomes  low  and  little.  He  th^ 
will  bear  no  Ceofure,  mnft  be  o&en  robb'd  of 
his  due  Fraife.  Fods  have  as  good  a  Right  to 
be  Readers,  as  Men  of  Senfe  faavQ,  and  why 
not  to  g^ve  their  Judgments  too?  Methinks 
it  would  be  a  iprt  of  Tyranny  in  Wit,  for  au 
Authcn:  to  be  publigkly  putbng  every  Argo- 
meat  to  Death  that  appeat'd  againlik  him  i  fo 
ablblute  a  Demand  ibr  Approtution,  puts  U8 
upon  our  Rig^t  to  difpute  it }  Praife  is  as  nuich 
the  Reader's  Properfy,  as  Wit  is  the  Author's ; 
Applaule  is  not  a  Tax  paid  to  him  as  a  Prince, 
but  rather  a  Benevolence  given  to  him  as  a  B^- 
gar ;  and  we  have  naturally  more  Charity  i^ 
the  dumb  Beggar,  than  the  fturdy  one.  Tbfi 
Merit  of  a  Writer,  and  a  fine  Woman's  Face, 
are  never  mended  by  their  talking  of  them  i 
How  amiable  ts  ihe  that  iceou  not  to  know 
Ihe  ishandibmel 

To  conclude  j  all  I  have  laid  upon  this  Sub- 
ied  is  much  b^cr  contained  in  i^  lines  of  a 
Reverend  Author,  which  will  be  an  Anfwer  K> 
jdl  critical  Cenfure  for  ever. 
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Thfietstbeju^i  TimbasnorFriaidynorpoei 
Fayi  Fame  ioil  wither  ^  and  tie  Trve  wiligrew  : 
jimfd  with  tins  Trutbt  all  Criticks  1  defy^ 
Far,  iflfiM,  by  my  own  Pen  I  die, 
WbiltSMarUrs^'oeimtbfreMdbutJruitlefsPdn, 
X»  mtiffid  JbiuaortalSf  or  tojlay  the  Slain. 


CHAP.    HI. 

7&  Author's  feverai  Chances  ftr  the  Ctureb,  the 
Oatrt,  and  ibe  Armf,  Going  to  the  Univer- 
Ji^.  Met  the  Revobttion  at  Nottinghsm. 
Took  Amn  on  that  Side,  What  be/aw  of  it. 
A  fevD  Folitical  Thoughts,  Fortune  vnlUng 
to  do  for  bim.  His  NegkB  of  her,  7& 
Stage  ^eferr'd  to  all  her  Favours.  The 
Fr^eJ^  of  an  ABor  confider^d.  The  Mtf- 
fiff^unes  and  Advantages  of  it. 

\  A  M  now  come  to  that  Cri&  of  my 
t  life,  when  F<»tune  feem'd  to  be  at  a 
I  Lofs  what  ihe  fhould  do  withme.  Had 
'  flie  6voiir'd  my  Father's  firft  Deligna- 
tioo  of  me,  he  might  then,  perhaps,  have  had 
as  iangnine  Hopes  of  my  being  a  Bishop,  as  I 
afterwards  conceived  of  my  being  a  General, 
whm  I  firft  took  Arms,  at  the  Revolution. 
N^,  after  that,  I  had  a  third  Chance  too, 
cqoaUy  as  good^  of  becoming  an  Under-pro(^>er 
of  the  State.  How,  at  laft,  I  came  to  be  none 
of  all  thefe,  the  Sequel  will  infonn  you. 

About 
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■  About  the  Year  7687,  I  was  takeo  honi 
School  to  Aand  at  tfae  Eledion  of  Children  mto 
Wincbefier  (Zo\\ei%Gi  my  being,  by  my  Mother's 
Side,  a  Defccndant  of  Wtiiiam  of  Wickbam^  the 
Founder,  my  Father  (who  knew  little  how  the 
World  was  to  be  dealt  vftth)  imapfn>^  my 
having  that  Advantage,  would  be  Security  enough 
for  my  Succefi,  and  fo  fent  me  fimply  down 
thither,  without  the  leafl  iavourable  Recom- 
mendation or  loterei^  but  that  of  my  naked 
Merit,  and  a  porftpous  Pedigree  in  my  Pocket. 
Had  he  tack*^!!  a  IMre^tion  to  my  ^ck,  and 
ient  me  by  the  Carrier  to  the  Mayor  of  the 
Town,  to  be  chofcn  Member  of  Parliament 
there,  I  might  have  had  juft  as  much  ChanCe 
to  have  fucceeded  in  the  one,  as  the  other. 
But  1  muft  not  omit  in  this  Place,  to  let  you 
know,  that  the  Experience  which  my  Father 
then  bought,  at  my  Coft,  taught  him,  fome 
Years  after,  to  take  a  more  judicious  Care  of  my 
younger  Brother,  Lewis  CiS&er,  whom,  with. 
the  Prefent  of  a  Statue  of  the  Founder,  of  his 
own  making,  he  recommended  to  the  fame 
■  College.  This  Statue  now  ftands  (I  think)  over 
the  School-Door  there,  and  was  fo  well  exe- 
cuted, that  it  feem'd  to  fpeak — for  its  Ktnf- 
man.  It  was  no  fooner  fet  up,  than  the  Door 
of  Preferment  was  open  to  him. 

Here,  one  would  think,  my  Brother  had 
the  Advantage  of  roe,  in  the  Favour  of  For- 
tune, by  this  his  Brft  laudable  Step  into  the 
World.  I  own,  I  was  fo  proud  of  his  Succefs, 
that  I  even  valued  iriyfclf  upon  it  i  and  yet  it 

is 
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i$  but  a  mekncboly  Re6e£tton  to  obferve,  how 
unequally  his  Predion  and  mine  were  [M^k 
Tided  ibr;  when  I,  who  had  been  tlie  Outcaft 
of  Fortuike,  cotUd  find  mdans,  iitxn-  my  In- 
come of  the  Theatre,  befow  I  was:  my  own 
Mafter  there,  tofupply,  iii  bis  lugbtit  Prefer- 
meoti  bis  common  Neceffittes.  I  cannot  pare 
with  bis  Memory  without  teUing  you,  I  bad 
as^ioccre  a  Concon  for  this  Brother's  Well- 
being,  as  my  own.  He  had  lively  I^ts,  and 
more  than  ordinary  LeiniiDg,  with  a  good 
deal  of  natural  Wit  and- Humour;  but  from 
too  great  a  IMv^ad  to  his  Health,  he  died  a 
Fellow  of  Meip  Collfge  in  Oxford^  Qxa  after 
he  had  been  ordained  by  Dr.  Compteftt  then 
Bifhop  of  htmhn.  I  now  return  to  the  State 
of  my  own  Affiur  at  Wincbefttr. 

AAcr  the  Ele&ion,  the  Moment  I  was  in- 
fixm'd  that  I  was  one  of  the  unfuccefsAil 
Candidates,  I  bleft  myfelf  to  think  what  a 
happy  Reprieve  J  had  got,  from  the  confin'd 
Life  of  a  &chool-boy  t  and  the  iame  Day  took 
Poft  back  to  London^  that  I  might  arrive  time 
eaoog^  to  &e  a  Play  (then  my  darling  De- 
light) belboB  ny  Mother  might  demand  an 
Account  of  my  travelling  Charges.  When  I 
look  back  to  that  Time,  It  almoft  makes  m« 
tremble  to  think  what  Miferies,  to  fifty  Years 
firther  in  Ufc,  fuch  an  unthinking  Head  was 
lia^e  to  1  To  aik,  why  Providence  afterwards 
»»k  more  Care  ai  me,  than  1  did  of  my^f, 
might  be  Dtaking  too  bold  an  Enquiry  into  its 
iecret  Will  and  PleaTure :  All  1  can  £iy  to 
E  ibal 
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dut  Fbint,  is,  that  I  am  thankfoJ,  and  amazed 
at  it! 

Twas  about  this  time  I  firft  imbU>'d  an  In- 
clinadon,  which  I  durft  not  reveal,  for  the 
Stage ;  for,  befides  that  I  koew  it  would  dlT- 
oM^  my  Father,  I  had  no  Conc^Kion  of  any 
means,  pra&icaUe,  to  make  my  way  to  it  I 
therefore  fupprefi'd  the  bewitching  Ideas  d.  fo 
fiiblime  a  Station,  and  compounded  with  my 
Ambition  by  laying  a  iowec  Scheme,  of  only 
getting  the  neueft  way  into  the  immediate 
Lifo  of  a  Gendeman  Collegiate.  My  Father 
being  at  this  dme  employed  at  Cbattfeot^b  in 
DmrfParfy  \s^  the  (then)  Earl  of  Devrnfiirgy 
who  was  ruung  that  Seat  from  a  Gotbicky  to 
a  Grecian  Munificence,  I  made  ufe  of  the 
Leifure  I  then  had,  in  London^  to  open  to  him, 
by  Letter,  my  IMOnclinatioi  to  watt  another 
Vear  iat  an  uncertain  Preferment  at  Wtncbe^^ 
and  to  entreat  him  that  be  would  fend  me, 
per  fahtm^  \f^  a  Cborter  Cut,  to  the  Univerii- 
ty.  My  Father,  who  was  naturally  indulgent 
to  me,  &em'd  to  comply  with  my  Rcquel^ 
and  wrote  word,  that  as  ibon  as  his  A^irs 
would  pennit,  he  would  cany  me  widi  him, 
ftnd  &tue  me  in  fbme  Coll^^,  but  rather  at 
CmtAridgt^  where,  (during  his  late  Re£dencc 
at  that  Flue,  in  makii^  f(»ne  Statues  that 
now  fland  ap(m  Trinity  0}llcge  New  Library, 
be  had  coDtradted  fome  Acquaintance  widi 
ths  Heads  of  Houics,  who  might  affift  hii 
Intentioiu  for  me.  Tliis  I  lik'd  better  than  to 
go  difboontenanc'd  to  Oxford^  to  which  « 
would 
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ivould  have  been  a  fort  of  Reproach  to  me, 
Dot  to  ha?e  come  eLc£^.  After  Ibme  Months 
were  elaps'd,-  my  Father^  not  being  wi]iing  to 
Ut  me  lie  too  Ipoe;  idling  in  Lomion,  fent  for 
mc  down  to  Chaifjivorib,  to  be  under  his  Eye, 
till  he  coti'd  be  at  leifure  to  carry  me  to  Cam- 
tri^e.  Before  I  could  let  out,  on  my  Jour^ 
bey  tbicho-,  the  NiUioa  &I1  in  laboor  of  the 
Revolution,  the  News  being  then  juft  brought 
to  Ljmdon,  That  the  Prince  of  Orange,  at  the 
Head  of  an  Anny  was  landed  in  the  Weft, 
When  I  cam£  to  Nottingbam,  1  found  my  Fa- 
ther in  Arms  there,  among  thofe  Forces 
which  die  Earl  of  Devm/bire  had  rais'd  for 
die  Redrefe  of  our  violi^d  Laws  and  Liber> 
ties.  My  Father  juc^'d  this  a  piTiper  Seafon, 
for  a  young  StrippUng  to  turn  himfelf  loofe  in- 
to the  Bunle  of  the  Wotld;  and  being  him'- 
felf  too  advanc'd  in  Years,  to  endure  the  Win- 
ter Fatigue,  which  might  po£Qbly  follow,  en- 
treated that  noble  Lord,  that  he  would  be 
pleas'd  to  acoept  of  his  Son  in  his  Room;  and 
that  he  would  give  him  (my  Father)  leave  to 
fvtttm,  and  finilh  his  Works  at  Cbattjwortb, 
This  wu  ib.  well  receiv'd  by  his  Lordfhip, 
that  he  not  Only  admitted  of  my  Service,  but 
pRxni&'d  my  Father,  in  return,  that  when 
A£iirs  vrere  fettled,  he  would  provide;  for  me< 
Upoo  this,  nay  Father  return'd  to  Def-byftare, 
white  I,  not  a  lit^  tranrported,  jump'd  intf) 
his  Saddle.  Thus,  in  one  Day,  all  any  Thoughts 
of  the  Univerfity  were  fmother'd  in  Ambition  I 
A  flight  Commiflioa  for  a  HoHe  Officer,  was  - 
£  2  the 
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the  Icafl  View  I  had  \xkke:  me.  At  this  Cri- 
ijs  you  cannot  but  oblcrvc,  that  the  Fate  of 
K\Ti%Jamei,  and  of  the  Prince  of  Or^ff^f,  and 
that  of  io  minute  a  Being  as  my  felf,  were  all 
at  once  upon  the  Anvil :  In  what  fhape  they 
wou'd  fevcrally  come  out,  tho'  a  good  Gueji 
might  be  made,  was  not  then  dermmjirtd>ie  to 
the  decpeft  Forefight}  but  as  my  Fortune  fecm'd 
to  be  of  fmall  Importance  Co  the  Publick, 
Providence  thought  fit  to  poftpone  it,  'till  that 
of  thole  great  Rulers  of  Nations,  was  julUy 
perfeAed.  Yet,  had  my  Father's  Bulinefs  per- 
mitted him  to  have  carried  me,  one  Month 
fboner  (as  he  intended)  to  the  Univerfity,  who 
knows  but,  by  this  time,  that  poret  Fountain 
might  have  wafh'd  my  Imperfections  into  a 
Capacity  of  writing  (inftead  of  Plays  and'An- 
nual  Odes)  Sermons,  and  Fafloral  Leners, 
But  whatever  Care  of  the  Oiurch  might,  fo, 
have  ^len  to  my  Sliare,  as  I  dare  fay  it  may 
be  now,  in  better  Hands,  I  ought  not  to  re- 
pine at  my  being  otberwife  difpos'd  of. 

You  muft,  now,  confider  me  as  one  among 
thofe  defperate  Thoufands,  who,  after  a  Pa- 
tience forely  try'd,  took  Anns  qnder  the  Ban- 
ner of  NecefGty,  the  natural  Parent  of  all 
Human  Laws,  and  Govemnjent.  I  quellion, 
if  in  all  the  Hiftories  of  Empire,  there  is  one 
Inflance  of  fo  bloodied  a  Revolution,  as  that 
in  England  in  1688,  wherein  Whigs,  Tories, 
Princes,  Pcelates,  Nobles,  Clergy,  common 
PtopJe,  and  a  Standing  Army,  were  unani- 
mous. To  have  fcen  all  England  of  one'  Mind, 

is 
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b  to  have  liv'd  at  a  very  particular  Junflure. 
Happy  Nation !  who  are  never  divided  among 
themfelves,  but  when  they  have  Icaft  to 
complain  of!  Our  greateft  Grievance  fince 
that  Time,  fecms  to  have  been,  that  we  can- 
not all  govern ;  and  'till  the  Number  of  good 
I^SKXS  are  equal  to  thofe,  who  think  them- 
felves  qualified  for  them,  there  muft  ever  be  a 
Cauie  ctf  Contention  among  ns.  While  Great 
Men  want  great  Pofts,  the  Nation  will  never 
want  real  or  feeming  Patriots}  and  while 
great  Polls  ace  fiU'd  with  Perfons,  whole  Capa- 
cities are  bat  Human,  fuch  Ferfons  will  ne- 
ver be  allow'd  to  be  without  Erron ;  not  even 
the  Revolution,  with  all  its  Advantages,  it 
Jeems,  has  been  able  to  furnifii  us  with  iinex- 
ceptionalde  Statefmen !  for,  from  that  time,  I 
don't  remember  any  one  Set  of  Minifters,  that 
have  not  been  heartily  rall'd  at ;  a  Period  long 
enough,  one  would  think  (if  all  of  them  have 
been  as  bad  as  they  have  been  call'd)  to  make 
a  People  defpair  of  ever  feeing  a  good  one  : 
Bat  as  it  is  poflible  that  Envy,  Prejudice,  or 
Party,  may  fometimes  have  a  {hare  in  what  is 
generally  dirown  upon  'em,  it  is  not  eafy  for 
a  private  Man,  to  know  who  is  abfolutely  in 
the  right,  imm  what  is  faid  againft  them,  or 
from  what  their  Friends  or  Dependants  may 
iiiy  in  their  Favour :  Tho'  J  can  hardly  for- 
bear thinking,  that  they  who  have  been  Ungcfl 
rail'd  at,  muft,  from  that  Circumftance,  fliew, 

in  fome  fort,  a  Proof  of  Capacity. . But 

to  roy  Hiftory, 

E  3  It 
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It  were  almoft  iocFedible  to  tell  you,  at  th« 
Utter  End  of  Kiog  Jams'i  Time  (though  th< 
Rod  of  Arbitraiy  Power  was  always  Ihaking 
over  us]  with  what  Freedom  and  Contempt 
the  common  People,  in  the  open  Streets,  talk'd 
of  his  wild  Meafures  to  make  a  whole  Pro- 
teftant  Nation  Paj»fls }  and  yet,  in  the  Height 
of  our  fecure  and  wanton  Defiance  of  huii} 
we,  of  the  Vulgar,  had  no  iartber  Notion  tk 
any  Remedy  iot  this  Evil,  than  a  latisfy'd  Pre- 
famption,  diat  our  Numbers  were  too  great 
to  be.  mafter'd  by  his  mere  WtU  and  Pleafare  i 
that  though  he  might  be  too  hard  for  oor 
Laws,  he  would  never  be  aUe  to  get  the  beU 
ter  of  our  Nature  ;  and,  that  to  drive  all  E^* 
knd  into  Pc^ry  and  Slavery,  he  would  find, 
would  be  teaching  ao  old  Lkhi  to  dance. 

But,  happy  was  it  for  the  Nation,  that  it 
had  then  wifer  Heads  in  it,  who  knew  bow  to 
lead  a  People  fo  difpos'd  into  Meafures  for  the 
Publick  Prefervation. 

Here,  I  cannot  help  reflecting  on  the  very 
dliierent  Deliverances  England  met  with,  at 
this  Time,  and  in  the  very  fame  Year  of  the 
Century  befcwe:  Then  (in  1588)  undo:  a  gb- 
rious  Princefs,  who  had,  at  heart,  the  Good 
'  and  Happine^  of  her  Pcof^e,  we  fcatter'd  and 
defiroy'd  the  moft  forraidable  Navy  of  Inva- 
ders, that  ever  cOver'd  the  Seas:  And  nottr  (ih 
1688)  under  a  Prince,  who  had  alienatod  the 
Hearts  of  his  People,  by  his  aUblute  Mcafoce^ 
to  opprefs  thsm,  a  ftweign  Power  is  noeiv'd 
with  opeu  Arms,  in  Defence  of  our  lavtsi  li- 
bortiea, 
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berties,  and  Religion,  whidi  our  native  Prince 
had  ioraded!  How  widely  diiiferent  were 
thele  two  Monarchs  in  their  Sentimentfi  of 
Glory]    But,    Tmtum   religio  ftitmt  fmdere 


When  we  coniider,  in  what  height  of  the 
Nitioo's  Pro^rity,  the  Socceflbr  of  Queen 
EUsu&eth  came  to  this  Throne,  it  lecms  anu- 
sii^,  that  fuch  a  File  of  Ei^HJh  Fame,  and 
Glory,  which  her  ikilfnl  Adnuniftration  had 
eteaed,  Jhoold,  in  every  ibllowing  Ke^n, 
down  tt>  the  Revolution,  fb  unha{^Uy  hkhiI- 
Acx  away,  in  <me  continual  Grad^ioa  of  Po«> 
lidcal  Errors :  All  which  muft  have  been 
av(»dcd,  if  the  plain  Rule,  which  that  wilb 
^nceft  left  behind  her,  had  been  obferved, 
wz.  That  the  Love  ofber  People  •was  tbefurefi 
Si^port  tf  her  Tbrone.  This  was  the  Princi- 
ple by  which  (he  fo  happily  govern'd  herfelf, 
Uid  dio&  Hk  had  the  Care  of.  In  this  £he 
found  St^ngth  to  combat,  and  Aruggte  thro' 
more  £)ifficDlties,  and  dango-ous  Gon^iracics, 
dun  ever JSngiS^  Monarch  had  tDcope  with. 
At  Ae  haxt  time  that  ihe  profe&'d  to  dejire 
the  People's  Low*  Qac  took  care  that  her  Ac- 
Ikuu  ihoo'd  ikferve  i^  without  the  leaft  Abat»> 
ment  of  her  Pforc^ttivc  i  th«  Tenor  of  which 
flw  (b  artfiilly  coirercd,  that  fhe  fometimes. 
faeai'd  to  filter  tfaofe  ihe  was  determin'd 
AdoU;  ob^.  I£  the  ieiir  ftdlowlng.  Prin<^ 
2iadiczni[ci3*d  their  Regal  Authocity  with  lb. 
Tififale.  X  Regard  to  die  Patrick  Wel£ue,  it 
Vlpi^  litfd:-to:(tQCHr,  whether  tbe  People  Qf 
■  •.     ,  ^  4       .  hJiglani 
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England  might  Have  ever  complain'd  of  them* 
or  even  felt  the  want  of  that  Liberty  they  now 
fo  happily  enjoy.  'Tis  true  that  before  her 
Time,  our  Anceflors  had  many  fuccx&ful  Con- 
teils  with  their  Sovereigns  for  their  ancient 
Right  and  Claim  to  it  j  yet  what  did  thofc  Suc- 
cefles  amount  to?  little  more  than  a  Declara- 
tion, that  -there  was  fuch  a  Right  in  bang ; 
but  who  ever  faw  it  enjoy'd  ?  Did  not  the  Ac-r 
tions  of  almoft  every  fucceeding  Reiga  ihev^a 
.  there  were  ftill  fo  many  Doors  of  Oppreflion 
left  open  to  the  Prerogative,  that  (vrhatever 
V^uc  our  mofl:  eloquent  Legillators  may  hare 
fet  upon  thofe  ancient  Liberties)  I  doubt  it 
will  be  difficult  to  fix  the  Period  of  their  faa» 
ving  a  real  Being,  before  the  Revolution :  Or, 
if  there  ever  was  an  elder  Period  of  cor  un- 
molcfted  enjoying  them,  I  own,  my  pocx* 
Judgment  is  at  a  lofs  where  to  pkce  it.  I 
will  boldly  iay  then,  it  is,  to  the  Revolution 
only,  we  owe  the  fiill  Pofleflion  of  what^  'till 
jhen,  we  never  bad  more  than  a  perpctoaUy 
contdled  Right  to :  And,  bota  thence,  from 
fehe  Revolution  it  is,  that  the  Protefiaiit  Suc- 
cel^rs  of  King  William  have  found  their  Pa- 
ternal Care  and  Maintemnce  of  that  Rigfat^ 
has  been  the  fureft  Bafi»  of  their  G\(xy. 

Tbdk,  Sir,  are  a  few  o£  my  Political  No- 
tions, which  I  have  voitor'd .  to  cxpo&,  tint 
you  may  fee  what  fort  of  an  EngUjb  Sut^eft 
I  am ;  how  wife,  or  weak  diey  may  luve 
fhewn  me,  is  not  my  Ccncem ;  let  the  Weight 
of  thefe  Mattecs  have  drawn  me  never  &>  far 
out 
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oat  of  my  Depth,  1  Aiil  flatter  inyfelf,  th.'tt 
I  have  kqica.  fimple,  honeft  Head  above  Wa- 
ter. And  it  is  ft  iblid  Comfort  to  me,  to  con- 
fider  that  bow  io^nifiauit  foever  my  Life  was 
at  the  Revolution,  it  had  ftill  the  good  For- 
tone  to  make  one,  among  the  many,  who 
Ivougbt  it  about ;  and  that  I,  now,  with  my 
Cozvals,  as  well  as  with  the  Millions,  fines 
bom,  enjoy  the  happy  Efleds  of  it. 

Bat  I  muA  now  let  you  foe  iiow  my  parti- 
cular Fortune  wait  f(vward,  with  this  Change 
in  the  Government ;  of  which  I  fball'not  put- 
tend  to  give  you  any  briber  Acranntthan  what 
my  fimple  Eyes  iaw  of  it. 

We  had  not  been  many  Days  at  Netttnghtan 
before  we  heard,  that  the  Prince  of  Denmark^ 
with  fome  other  great  Perfons,  were  gone  offj 
from  the  King,  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
that  the  Princefs  jAme,  fearing  the  King  her 
Father's  Refentment  might  &I1  upon  her,..for 
her  Conibrt's  Revolt,  had  withdrawn  hedcl^ 
in  the  Ni^t,  from  London,  and  v^  tfadt 
wtthin  tmlf  a  Day's  Joomey  of  Nottingbam.\ 
on  whidi  very  Morning  we  were  fnddenly  a- 
lantwd  \nth  the  News,  that  two  thou&nd  tat 
iSas  King's  Dragoons  were  in  dole  Purfiiit  to 
bring  her  back  Prijbner  to  landon  :  But  this 
Alaim  it  iiiems  was  all  Stnb^em,  and  was 
bat  a  part  of  that  general  Terror  which  was 
tbown  into  many  other  Places  aboot  the  King^ 
dfHD,  at  the  &ine  time,  with  defign  to  anii- 
:matc  and  oaitc  the  Peopk  in  their  common 
l>efcnce ;  it  being  then  given  out,  that  the 
Irifi 
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irtft>  woe  evny  where  at  our  Heels,  to  cut 
off  all  the  Proteftante  within  thcRescb  of  thor 
Fury.  In  this  Alarm  our  Traope  icnmbled  to 
Anns  in  as  much  Order  as  their  Confiernation 
would  admit  of,  when  having  advanced  (bme 
few  Miles  on  the  Imdm  Road,  they  met  the 
Princels  in  a  Coacb,  attended  cmly  by  the 
Lady  CburcbiH^  (now  DocheTs  Dowager  c^ 
Marliorougb)  and  the  Lady  Fitzbarding,  vihom 
they  conduiSted  into  Niotingbamy  through  the 
Acdamations  of  the  People :  The  lame  Night 
all  the  Noblcbun,  and  the  other  Ferfbos  of 
JDiftin&ion,  dien  in  Arms,  had  the  Honour  to 
fop  at  her  Royal  Highnels's  Table ;  which  was 
then  fiimi£bed  (as  aU  her  oeceflary  Aocommo- 
dacions  were)  hy  the  Care,  and  at  the  Charge 
of  the  Lord  Devmflare.  At  this  Entertain- 
ment,  of  which  I  was  a  SpeftatOT,  fometfaing 
very  particular  iurpriz'd  me  :  The  noble  Guefis 
at  the  TaUe  happening  to  be  more  in  Numbcx, 
than  Attendants  out  of  liveries.  Could  be 
Ibdnd  for,  I  beii^  well  known  in  the  Lord  Da. 
.tio^r/s Family,  was  defired  byhisLoRlfl^Js 
Maitre  itUitelv:*  vBikzt'n:  The  Poft'afligtied 
me  was  to  ol^erve  what  the  he^y  QuffddU 
fttigltt  call  fb-.  Being  fb  near  the  Table,  yoa 
may  naturally  aJk  me,  what  I  mi^  lure 
heard  to  have  pafled  in  Coovcdation  at  ili 
which  I  diot^d  certainty  tell  you,  hod  I  ttatxi- 
•ded  to  above  two  Words  that  were  nmred 
•there,  and  thofe  were.  Stmt  Wine  and  JFatan, 
:Thefe,  1  remember,  came  diAinguilbed,  and 
.  obferv'd  to  my  Ear,  beca^  they  came  .from 
I  the 
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the  fiiir  Gaeft^  wbom  I  look  Ibdi  Plcftfiire  to 
mut  oa :  Except  at  that  fiogk  Somd,  t^  ow 
SfD&s  were  ct^leded  into  my  Eyes,  itUca 
during  the  whole  Entertalmnem  wanttd  no 
better  Aciulemcnt,  than  of  fiealing  oofr  and 
tbeo  the  Delight  of  gazing  on  the  &ir  Objeft 
£}  near  me :  If  fb  dearanEnunttiooof  Bouk 
ty,  iuchaccvnmaDdingGrace  of  A^ed  ftnick 
me  into  a  R^ard  that  bad  Ibmething  SaAog 
than  the  moA  prc^oimd  Refpe£l  in  it,  I  cafe* 
not  iee  why  I  may  not,  withoat  Offimce,  n^- 
member  it;  fihce  Beauty,  like  the  Sun,  huift 
fometimes  lofe  its  Power  to  chnfe,  and  (biofe 
into  equal  Warmth,  the  Pea^mt  and  theCoart- 
tier.  Now  to  give  yon,  ^,  a  &rthcr  Proof 
of  how  good  a  TaAe  my  firft  hopefnl  En* 
trance  into  Manhood  kt  out  with,  1  remem- 
ber above  twenty  Years  after,  when  the  fiune 
Lttdy  Jiad  given  the  Wo-ld  fam  of  the  k)W> 
tieft  Daughters,  that  ever  wine  gaz'd  00,  evefe 
itfter  they  were  all  noUy  macried,  and  wvc 
beoHne  the  reigiuTTg  Toafts  of  every  Party  of 
Pleafine.  their  {till  lovely  Mother  bad  u  ite 
£use  lime  her  Votaries  and  her  Healtb  fsry 
*i6sn  took  (he  Lead,  in  tbofe  invobniary  Trfcp 
-iiaapbs  of  Beasty.  However  prefiim^uoa^ 
«r  imptrtiDeDt  ibe&  Xhoogbti  mi^t  haveiq*- 
pbar'd  at  ay  ficft  entotalmng  them,  Whymt^ 
I  not  hope  that  my  havifig  li^  ibem  d&BAUL 
if  kaet,  for  ibU  fifty  Yeaf%  may  be  now  a  ■ 
good  n»nd  Plna  for  their  Pardon  j  Were  i 
now  qnaUBed  to  &y  more  of  tfaii  celebrated 
Lady,  1  ftiould  condude  h  tbiu :    Tfaat  ibe 
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has  Uv'd  (to  all  Appearance)  a  peculiar  Favoo- 
lite  of  Providence ;  that  few  -Examples  can 
parallel  the  Profii£i(Mi  of  BlefGngs  which  have 
attended  fo  long  a  Life  of  Felicity.  A  Perfon 
lb  attndtive !  a  Hufband  ib  memmabiy  great  I" 
an  Offspring  fo  beantiibl  I  a  Fmtone  fo  im- 
menife  \  and  a  Title,  wluch  (when  Royal  Fa- 
voor  liad  no  higher  to  beftdw)  flic  only  could 
receive,  from  the  Author  of  Nature  ;  a  great 
Grandmother  without  grey  Hairs  t  ^Tfaelear^ 
fuchxonlinnniate  Indulgencies^  th&t  we  might 
think  Jleaven  has  ceoter'd  th«m  all  in  onef^er- 
ibn,  to  let  U5  fee  how  farj  with  a  lively  Under- 
Aanding,  the  inU  PoflMGon  of  them  could  con- 
^faute  to  human  Ha{^uneis.— - 1  tiow  return' td 
our  Military  Affiiirs.  .. 

jFrom  Nattingbam  oar  Troops  march'd  to 
Oxford  i  through  every  Town  we-pafled,  thi 
Em^Ic  canoe  out,  infoine  fwtof  Order,  with 
ibch  meal,  and  nifty  Weapons  as  xhty  had,  to 
meet  us,  in  Aoclamltions  of  Welcome,  and 
good  Wifhes.  This,*  I  thought,  proraifcd  a 
&TonraUe  End  of  our  Qvil  War,  when  the 
i^Hon  ieemed  fb  willing  to  be  aH  of  a  Side  1 
At  Oxford^  Prince  and  Prindefe  '6f  Dinmark 
fact  wt  the  firft  time,  afttr  their  Ute  SepaTa> 
don/ arid,  had  all  poflibTe  Honours  paid  them 
by  the  Uiuverfity.  Here  we  refted  in  quiet 
Q^itorft  fbr&veial  Wedts,  till  the  Flight  of 
KJi^  James  into  Frante ;  when  the  Nation  be- 
ing left  to  take  cam  of  itfelf,  the  only  Secu- 
rity diat  could  be  fixind  iot  it,  was  to  advance 
ihe  Prince  and  Priiicefi  of-  Orange  to  the  \9r 
cant 
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cant  Thnxie.  The  pul4ic  Tianqiullity  being 
now  fettled,  otu  Fwces  were  tcmanded  back 
'  to  Nottit^bam.  Here  »ll  our  CMficen,  who 
had  commanded  them  fitxn  thdr  fiift  Rifin^ 
leooved  Commiffions  to  confirm  them  in  their 
JCTtral  Pofis;  and  at  the  £uiie  tkne,  iiich  |mv 
vate  Men  as  chofe  ta  return  to  tiieir  proper 
Bafine&  or  Habitations^  were  c&r'd  thdr  DiP 
durges.  Among  the  finall  Number  t£  thofe, 
who  reouT'd  them,  1  was  one ;  fer  not  hear- 
ing that  my  Name  was  in  any  of  thefe  new 
Commtffions,  I  thonght  it  time  for  me  to  take 
my  leave  of  Ambition,  as  Ambition  had  be^ 
ibce  iednc'd  mc  from  the  inuginary  Honours  c^ 
die  Gown,  aiul  therefOTc  reibWd  to  hunt  my 
Foftiinc  in  feme  other  Field. 

Ffom  Nottmgbam  1  again  retnrn'd  to  my 
Father  at  Chattjmrib,  wlieie  I  ftaid  611  my 
Loud  came  down,  wkh  the  new  Honours  <u 
Lord  Steward  of  his  A&jefty's  HouihcM,  and 
Knight  of  the  Garter !  a  noUe  Tom  of  For- 
tune t  and  a  deep  Stake  he  had  [^/d  ibr  I 
whidi  calls  to  my  Memory  a  Story  we  hod 
then  in  the  FamUy,  which  though  too  fight 
for  out  -  ^ver  Hiftorians  Notice,  may  be  of 
weight  enoi^  for  my  humble  Memoirs.  This 
nobte  Lord  being  in  the  Pre&nce-Giambo'i 
in  King  yataes'sTiVKy  and  known  to  be  no 
Friood  to  the  MeaJJircs  of  his  AdminUbatian.( 
a  certain  Perfbn  in  ^vour  there,  and  defirans 
to.be more  fb,  took  occafion  to  tread nidely 
upon  his  Lordfhip's  Foot,  which  was  retnrn'd 
«^  a  foddcn.  Blow  upon   the    Spot :.   For 
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^  MUdemQUKxir  hisLordlhip  vrasfin'd  tl^ty 
thocUand  Founds  ^  but  I  think  ind  ibme  Time 
aUowcd  him  for  the  Payment  bi  the  Siira-« 
met  preceding  the  Rercdntion,  when  his  Loid^ 
flup  retired  to  Cbtatfroordi^  and  had  been  tharv 
de^^^  «ngaged  w^  other  Noblemen,  in  the 
Moifiiret,  which  jbon  afier  faro«^  it  to  bear, 
King  James  ient  a  Pcribn  down  to  him,  willi 
Offiirs  to  midgate  his  Fine,  apaa  Conditicn^ 
of  ready  Pv^meo^  to  which  hi>  Locdfhip  re- 
ply'd.  That  if  liib  Ms^efty  pleafed  to  aJlovr 
him  a  Ittdc  longer  Time,  he  wodd  rather 
chafe  to  |4ay  ibuhle  or  adt  widi  him :  lbs 
Time  of  the  intended  rifing  being  dien  fo  near 
at  hand,  the  Demand^  it  ibems,  came  too  lat« 
for  a  more  ferious  Anfwer. 

However  low  my  PretenficHU  to  Prefeiment 
vere  at  dus  Time,  my  Fatho'  thought  that  a 
Imle  Conrt-Favour  added  to  them,  might  give 
huB  a.  Chance  for  &Ting  the  Expeoce  ct  main- 
taining me,  as  he  had  intended  at  the  Univer^ 
6ty :  He  therefore  order'd  me  to  dnw  t^  a 
PedtioB  to  the  Duke,  and  to  g^ve  it  ibme  Air 
of  Merit,  to  piu  it  into  Z^tfm,  the  Prayer  of 
wbiefa  was,  Tiiat  his  Grace  would  be  plealed 
to  do  fbmethbg  (I  really  f(x^  what)  for  me. 
— «- — However,  the  Duke  upon  recuving  i^ 
was  lb  good  as  to  defire  my  Father  would  &nd 
me  to  Lendon  tn  the  Winter,  where  he  vrould 
confider  of  fome  Pcovifion  for  me.  It  m^i^ 
indeed,  well  require  Time  to  confider  it ;  for  1 
bdisve  it  was  then  harder  to  know  what  I 
va»  nally  fit  for,  than  to  have  got  me  any 
thing 
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diu^  I  was  oot  fit  jpr :  However,  to  Lmdm  I 
oune^  where  I  enter*d  into  my  firft  State  of  At* 
teodance  and  Dependance  for  ^boot  iive  Months, 
till  the  February  following.  But,  alas  1  in  my 
Interval  of  Lc^ure,  by  frequency  feeing  Plays, 
my  wife  Head  waa  tum'd  to  higher  Views,  I , 
fiiw  00  Joy  in  any  other  Life  than  that  of  an 
fiGax,  fi>  that  (as  before,  when  a  Candidate  at 
Wincbefier)  I  was  eroi  afraid  of  fuccecding  co 
the  Preferment  I  ibught  for:  'Twas  on  the 
Stage  akuK  I  had  fi)rm'd  a  Haj^tnefe  prefenu 
fale  CO  all  thatOtmps  or  Coons  could  offer  me  I 
and  there  was  1  determin'd,  let  Father  and 
Modier  take  it  as  they  [dea&d,  to  fix  my 
acR  ultra.  Here  I  think  myfelf  oblig'd,  in  re« 
ipe&  to  the  Honour  of  that  noble  Lord,  to  ac»> 
knowledge,  that  I  bdieve  his  real  Intentions  to 
do  weU  for  me,  were  prevented  by  my  own 
inmnfirirrateF«%i  fothat  if  my  Life  did  not 
then  ialcB  a  mwe  laudabteTuni,  I'have  no  one 
but  mylelf  to  vepvoach  for  it  j  for  I  was  ere- 
dil^  mformed  ^  the  Gendemsn  of  his  Hoof- 
hold,  diat  lus  Grace  had,  in  their  I&aring, 
ta^'d  of  reconuneDding  me  to  the  Lord  Sbrewf- 
Imry,  then  Seciclary  ef  State,  for  the  firftpro- 
per  Vacanqr  in  tlut  Office.  B(it  the  dtAaK 
Hope  of  a  Rcrtarfion  was  too  cold  a  Tempu- 
tion  for  a  Spirit  inq»atien(  as  mme,  that  want- 
ed ""ww^ia^ff  ^tSiaSosx  of  i^iat  my  fkart  was 
io  difieECQtly  iet  upon.  The  AUoremenu  of  a 
Theatre  axe  Aill  lb  (bong  in  my  Memory, 
chat  perhaps  few,  except  thofc  who  have  felt 
tbeMB,  can  oxiceirc:  And  lam  yet  fo  far  wU-r 
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fing  to  excafe  my  F0II7,  that  I  am  coDvinc'd, 
were  it  poiCble  to  take  off  that  Difgrace  and 
IVgudice,  which  Cuftom  has  thrown  upon 
the  ProfiaSion  of  an  AGax,  many  a  weU-txim 
younger  Brother,  and  Beauty  of  low  Fortune 
would  gladly  have  adom'd  the  Theatre,  who, 
by  their  not  being  able  to  brook  fudi  I%(honour 
to  their  Birth,  have  pal&d  away  thdr  Lives 
decently  unh^ed  and  £xgotten. 

Many  Years  ago,  when  I  was  firft  in  the 
Management  of  the  Theatre,  I  remember  a 
ftrong  InAance,  which  will  ihew  yoa  what 
Degree  of  Ignominy  the  Profcffion  of  an  Adtor 
was  then  held  at. — A  Lady,  with  a  real  Title, 
whofe  female  Indifcretions  had  occafion'd  her 
Family  to  abandon  her,  being  willing,  in  her 
Diflrel's  to  make  an  honeft  Penny  of  what 
Beauty  (he  had  left,  delired  to  be  admitted  as 
an  hbatk  ;  when  before  Aie  could  roxive  our 
Anfwer,  a  Gentleman  (probably  by  her  Rela* 
ibn's  Permiflion)  advifed  us  not  to  entertain 
her  for  Rcafons  cafy  to  be  guefs'd.  You  ttay 
imagine  we  could  not  be  fo  bltnd  to  our  Inte- 
reft  as  to  make  an  honourable  Family  our  un- 
iKceflliry  Enenues,  by  not,  taking  his  Advice; 
which  die  Lady  too  being  ienfiUe  of,  iaw  the 
h^as  had  its  Difficulties ;  and  -  therefwe  pur* 
fued  it  no  farther.  Now  is  it  not  bard  that  it 
ihoutd  be  a  Doubt,  whether,  this  Lady's  Cca- 
dition  or  ours  were  the  more  mdaqdioly  ?  For 
here,  you  find  her  honeft  Eodeavour,  to  get 
Bread  from  the  St^e,  was  looked  upon  as  .an 
Addition  of  new  Randal  to  her  former  DilQu>* 
4  nour I 
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hbiir  I  fb  that  I  am  afraid,  according  to  this 
V^y  of  thinking,  had  the  iame  Lady  ftoop'd  to 
have  fold  Patches  and  Pomatum,  in  a  Band- 
boor,  from  Door  to  Door,  Ihc  might,  in  that 
Oocopation  have  ftarv'd,  with  Icfs  In^uny^ 
than  had  fhe  relieved  her  Neceffities  by  being 
fiunous  on  the  Theatre.  Whether  this  Preju- 
dice may  have  arlien  from  the  Abufes  that  fo 
ofren  have  trept  in  upon  the  Stage,  I  am  not 
dear  in  ;  tho'  when  that  is  grofrly  the  Cafe,  I 
will  allow  there  ought  to  be  no  Limits  iict  to 
the  CcHitempt  of  it ;  yet  in  its  lowefl:  Condi- 
tion, in  my  time,  meminks  diere  could  have 
been  no  Pretence  of  preferring  the  Band-box 
to  the  Bufkin.  But  tms  fevere  Opinion,  whe- 
ther merited,  or  not,  is  not  the  greatefl  Diilreis 
that  this  Profeffion  is  Uable  to. 

I  ihall  now  give  you  another  Anecdote,' 
quite  the  reverfe  of  what  I  have  inilanced, 
whoein  you  will  fee  an  Adreis,  as  hardly  ufed 
for  an  A&  of  Modefly  (which  without  being 
a  Prade,  a  Woman,  even  upon  the  Stage,  may. 
Ibmetimes  think  it  necef&ry  not  to  throw  off.) 
This  too  I  am  forced  to  premife,  that  the  Truth 
of  what  I  am  gcdng  to  tell  you,  may  not  be. 
fneer'd  at  before  it  Ik  known.  About  the  Year 
1717,  a  young  Aftrefs,  of  a  dcfirable  Perfon, 
fitting  in  an  upper  Box  at  the  Opera,  a  mili- 
tary Gentleman  thought  this  a  prt^r  Oppor- 
tunity to  fccure  a  little  Converfation  with  her  j 
the  ntrticubtrs  '  of  which  were,  probably,  no 
more  worth  repeating,  than  it  feems  the  Da- 
moijrlk  then  thought  them  worth  liftening  to  f 
F  f9r, 
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for,  notwithibndlng  the  fine  Things  he  £ud 
to  her,  fhq  rather  chole  to  give  the  Mulick  the 
Preference  of  her  Attention :  This  Indifierenoc 
was  fo  ofienfiive  to  his  high  Heart,  that  he  be- 
gan to  change  the  Tender,  into  the  Terrible, 
and,  in  fliort,  {»Yxxeded  at  laft,  to  treat  her  in 
a  Style  too  groily  infulting,  £»■  the  meaneft 
Female  Ear  to  endure  unrefented :  Upon  which, 
being  beaten  too  fiir  out  of  her  Difcretion,  the 
bim'd  haflily  upon  him,  with  an  angry  Look, 
and  a  Reply,  which  &att'd  to  fet  his  Merit  in 
fo  low  a  R^ard,  th^  he  thought  himfelf  ob- 
liged, inflonoar,  to  takehis  time  to  refent  it: 
This  ^iras  the  iiill  Extent  of  her  Crime,  which 
hiB  Glcxj  delayed  no  longer  to  ponifh,  than. 'till 
the  nett  time  Gat  was  to  appear  upon  the 
Stage :  There,  in  one  of  her  beft  Parts,  whoe- 
in  Hie  drew  a  fiiTourable  Re^ird  and  Api^oba- 
tion  from  the  Audience,  he,  diipeniing  with 
the  Refped  which  ibmc  People  thbk  due  to  a 
polite  Affembly,  began  to  interrupt  her  Perfor- 
mance, with  fuch  loud  and  various  Notes  of 
Mockery,  as  other  young  lAsa  of  Honour,  in 
the  iimie  Place,  have  fometimes  made  them- 
lelves  undauntolly  merry  with :  Thus,  deaf  to 
all  Murmurs,  or  Entreaties  of  thofe  about  him, 
he  purfued  his  Point,  even  to  throwing  near 
her  fuch  Thrafli,  as  no  Perfon  can  be  fuppofed 
to  carry  about  him,  uoleft  to  ufe  on  fo  particu- 
lar an  Occafion. 

A  Gentleman,  then  behind  the  Scenes,  bong 
fhock'd  at  his  unmanly  Behaviour,  was  warm 
enough  to  lay,  That  no  Man,  but  a  Fool,  or 
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a  Bully,  cou'd  be  capable  of  Infultiog  an  Au- 
dience, or  a  Woman,  in  ib  monflrous  a  man- 
ner. The  former  vaUant  Gentleman,  to  whofe 
Ear  the  Words  were  foon  brought,  by  his  Spies, 
whom  he  had  plac'd  behind  the  Scenes,  to  ob- 
ferve  how  the  Aftion  was  taken  there,  came 
immediately  from  the  Pit,  in  a  Hcat^  end  de-^ 
maoded  to  know  of  the  AuOior  of  thojfe  Words, 
if  he  was  the  Ferlbn  that  fpoke  them  ?  to 
whidi  he  calmly  reply'd.  That  though  he  had 
never  leen  him  before,  yet,  lince  he  fecm'd  fo 
carneA  to  be  iatisfy'd,  he  would  do  him  the  h- 
vour  to  own.  That,  indeed,  the  Words  were 
hiS,  and  that  they  would  be  the  laft  Wc»-d6  he 
ihould  chufc  to  deny,  whoever  they  might  fail 
upon.  To  coDclude,  their  Di^te  was  ended 
the  next  Morning  in  Hyde-Park,  where  the 
determined  Comnttant,  who  firft  alk'd  for  Sa- 
tis&(flion,  was  oblig'd  afterwards  to  aik  his 
Life  too  i  whether  he  mended  it  or  not,  I  have 
not  yet  heard }  but  his  Antagonift,  in  a  &w 
Years  after,  died  in  one  of  the  principal  Polls 
of  the  Gbvernment. 

Now  though  I  have,  fometimes,  known  theJe 
gallant  Infultcrs  of  Audiences,  draw  thea:ifelTes 
into  Scrapes,  which  they  have  lefs  honourably 
got  out  of;  yet,  alas !  what  has  that  avail'd  P 
This  generous  publick-fpirited  Method  of  filen- 
cing  a  few,  was  bat  repelling  the  Dileafe  in 
one  Part,  to  make  it  break  out  in  another :  All 
Endeavours  at  Prote£tion  are  new  Provocations, 
■to  thofe  who  i^ide  themfelves  in  pulhiog  their 
Coun^e  to  a  Defiance  of  Humanity.  Bven 
F  2  when 
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when  a  Royal  Rcfentment  has  fhewn  itfelf,  in 
the  behalf  of  en  injur'd  A£tor,  it  has  been  un- 
able to  defend  him  from  farther  Infults  I  an 
Inftanco  of  which  happen'd  in  the  late  King 
James'^  time.  Mr.  Smith  (whofe  Charafter  as 
a  Gentleman,  could  have  been  no  way  im- 
peach'd,  had  he  not  degraded  it,  by  being  a 
celebrated  Afl:or)  had  the  Misfortune,  in  a 
Difpute  with  a  Gentleman  behind  the  Scences, 
to  receive  a  Blow  firom  him :  The  fame  Night 
an  Account  of  this  A^on  was  carried  to  the 
King,  to  whom  the  Gentleman  was  reprefented 
fo  grofly  in  the  wrong,  that,  the  next  Day, 
his  Majefly  fent  to  fcsbid  lum  the  Court  upon 
it.  This  Indignity  cafl  upon  a  Gentleman, 
only  kx  having  mdtreated  a  Rayer,  was  look'd 
upon  as  the  Concern  of  every  Gcnrieman  j  and 
a  Party  was  foon  form'd  to  affcrt,  and  vindi- 
cate their  Honour,  by  humbling  this  fevour'd 
Adlor,  whofe  flight  Injury  had  been  judg'd 
equal  to  fo  fevere  a  Notice.  Accordingly,  the 
next  time  Smith  a£ted,  he  was  recdv'd  with  a 
Chorus  of  Cat-calls,  that  fbon  convinc'd  him, 
he  fhould  not  be  fufFer'd  to  proceed  in  hb  Part  j 
upon  which,  without  the  leafl  Difixnopofure, 
he  order 'd  the  Curtam  to  be  dropp'd;  and 
having  a  competent  Fortune  of  his  own, 
thought  the  Conditions  of  adding  to  it,  by 
his  remaining  upon  the  Stage,  were  too  dear, 
and  from  that  Day  entirely  quitted  it.  I  (hall 
make  no  Obfcrvation  upon  the  King'^  Refent- 
meni,  or  on  that  of  his  good  Subjeflte ;  how 
Ux  either  was,'  or  was  not  right,  is  not  the 
Point 
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Pant  I  di^te  for :  Be  that  as  it  nuy,  the  un- 
happy  Condition  of  the  A&or  was  fo  fat  from 
bemg  reUev'd  by  this  Royal  IntcrpoAtion  in  his 
&vour,  that  it  was  the  worfe  for  it. 

While  thelc  fort  of  teal  UiRveSes,  on  the 
Stagp,  are  fo  unavoidable,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
yoDi^  People  of  Senfe  (thou^  of  low  For- 
tune) Should  be  fo  rarely  found,  to  fupply  a 
Socceffion  of  good  Adcnrs.  Why  then  may 
-we  not,  in  fbme  meafure,  iinpute  the  Scarcity 
of  them,  to  the  wanton  Inhumanity  of  thofe 
Spedatn?,  who  have  made  it  fo  terribly  mean 
to  appear  there  F  Were  there  no  ground  for 
this  <^ftion,  where  could  be  the  Di^race  of 
entrii^  into  a  Society,  whofc  Inflitution,  when 
not  al^s'd}  is  a  del^^itfiil  School  of  Morality ; 
and  where  to  excpl,  requires  as  ample  Endow-* 
pients  of  Nature,  as  any  one  Profefiion  (that 
of  holy  Inilitudon  ezceptefl)  wh^tfoever  ?  But, 
alas !  as  Sbakefpegr  lays, 

Where's  that  Pakce^  wheremlo,  fcmetimes 
.  Foul  thiags  intrude  not  ? 

Look  into  St.  Peter\  at  Rome,  and  fee  what 
a.  profitable  Farce  is  made  of  Religion  there  I 
Why  then  is  an  After  noore  Uemiih'd  than  a 
Cardinal  ?  While  the  Excellence  of  the  one 
arifes  from,  his  innocently  fceming  wh^t  h? 
is  not,  and  the  Eminence  of  the  xnher,  from 
the  moft  impious  Fallacies  that  can  be  imT 
pos'd  upon  human  Underftandlng  ?  If  the 
beft  things,  therefore,  are  mofl:  Uabk  to 
F  3  Cor' 
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Corraption,  the  Comiption  of  the  Theatre 
is  no  UMfproof  of  its  innate  and  primitive 
UtUity. 

In  this  Light,  therefore^  all  the  Aboics  of 
the  Stage,  all  the  low,  loofe,  or  immoral  Sup- 
plements, to  Wit,  whether,  in  making  Virtue 
Tidiculous,  or  Vice  agreeable,  or  in  the  deco- 
rated Nonlenfe  and  Abfurdities  of  Pantomimi- 
cal  Trumpery,  I  ^ve  up  to  the  Contempt  of 
every  fenfible  Spectator,  as  fo  much  rank 
Theatrical  Popery.  But  cannot  ftill  allow 
thefe  Enormities  to  impeach  the  Profcffibn, 
while  they  arc  fo  palpably  owing  to  the  de- 
prav'd  Tafte  of  the  Multjtude.  While  Vice, 
and  Farcical  Folly,  are  die  moft  profitable 
Commodities,  why  flionld  we  wonder  that, 
time  out  of  mind,  the  poor  Comedian,  when 
real  Wit  would  bear  no  Price,  fliould'  deal  in 
what  would  bring  him  moft  ready  Money  P 
But  this,  you  will  iay,  is  making  the  Stage  a 
Nurfery  of  Vice  and  Folly,  or  at  leaft  ko^p- 

ing  an  open  Shop  for  it. 1  grant  it :  .  &it 

who  do  you  tx^tGt  ftiould  reform  it  >  The 
Aftors  ?  Why  fo  ?  If  People  are  permitted 
to  buy  it,  without  blufhing,  the  Theatrical 
Merchant  feems  to  have  an  equal  R^ht  to  the 
Liberty  of  Jelling  i^  without  Reproach.  That 
this  Evil  wants  a  Remedy,  is  not  to  be  con- 
tcAed  I  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  Theatre 
is  as  capable  of  being  preferv'd,  by  a  Refor- 
mation, as  Matters  of  more  Importance ; 
which,  for  the  Honour  of  our  National  Tafte, 
I  could  wilh  were  attempted  i  and  then,  if  it 
could 
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could  not  fobfift,  under  decent  Regulations,  by 
not  bdng  permitted  to  prdent  any  thing  there, 
bat  what  were  mrtiy  to  be  there,  it  would  be 
dme  enough  to  confider,  whether  it  were  ne- 
celery  to  let  it  totally  fall,  or  effe£hially  fop- 
port  it. 

NotwithAanding  all  my  beft  Endeavours,  to 
recommend  the  Pn^ffion  of  an  A£tor,  to  a 
more  general  Favoor,  I  doubt,  while  it  is  lia- 
ble to  fuch  Corruptions,  and  the  Ador  him- 
ielf  to  fach  nnllmitod  Infults,  as  I  have  alrea- 
dy mention'd,  I  doubt,  I  ^y,  we  muft  ftill 
leave  him  ardrift,  with  his  dtfiin£dc  Merit,  to 
ride  out  the  Storm,  as  well  as  he  is  aUe. 

However,  let  us  now  torn  to  die  other  fide 
of  this  Account,  and  fee  vfbaX  Advanug^s 
ftand  there,  to  Inlance  the  Mitfortunes  I  have 
laid  before  you.  There  we  {hall  ftill  find  fome 
valuable  Articles  of  Credit,  that,  fismedmes 
overpay  his  incidental  Di^races. 

Firft,  if  he  has  Senfe,  he  will  confider,  that 
as  tbefe  Indignides  are  feldom  or  never  offer'd  ' 
him  by  Pcof^e,  that  are  remarkable  for  any 
one  good  Quality,  he  ought  not  to  lay  them 
too  clofe  to  his  Heart :  He  will  know  too, 
that  when  \falice,  Envy,  or  a  Imiul  Nature, 
can  fecurely  hide  or  fence  themfelves  in  a  Mul- 
titude, Virtue,  Merit,  Innocoice,  and  even 
Sovereign  Superiorly,  have  been,  and  muft  be 
equally  liable  to  their  Infults ;  that  therefore, 
when  they  £dl  upon  him  in  the  &me  manner, 
his  intrinfick  Value  cannot  be  diminiQied  by 
them :  On  the  contrary,  if,  with  a  decent  and 
F4  un. 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


73'         Ihe'  L  I  F  E    of 
unruffled  Temper,  he  lets  them  pa^,  the  Di^ 
grace  will  return  upon  his  A^ceflbr,  and  perr 
haps  warm  the  generous  Spefftatw  into  4  Pai^ 
tialtty  in  hts  Favour. 

That  while  he  is  conAdous,  That,  as  an  Ac- 
tor, he  muft  be  always  in  the  Hands  of  Injq- 
ftice,  it  does  him  at  lead  this  involuntary 
Good,  that  it  keeps  him  ifi  a  fettled  Refolif- 
tion  to  avoid  all  Oxafions  of  provoking  i|,  or 
of  even  o&nding  the  lowed  Enemy,  whc^  at 
the  Expence  of  a  Shilling,  (nay  puUickly  re- 
venge it. 

That,  if  he  excells  on  the  Stage,  aiid  is  ir- 
reproachable in  his  Perfonal  Morals,  apd  Be- 
haviour, his  Profcffion  i$  io  far  from  being  an 
Impediment,  that  it  will  be  ofiner  a  juft  Rea- 
Ibn  for  his  beii^  receiv'd  amopgPepple  of  Con- 
dition with  Favour  j  and  fomctimes  with  a  more 
fodal  Diilint^on,  than  the  heft,  though  mofc 
profitable  Trade  he  might  have  follow'd|  could 
*  have  recommended  him  tQ> 

That  this  is  a  HapjMnefs  to  which  fevcral  Ap- 
tors,  within  my  Memory,  e^s  Bettertcriy  Smtby 
Mmtfort,  Captain  Gri§m^  and  Mrs.  Brarf- 
girdie  (yet  living)  have  arrived  at ;  to  which  I 
may  add  the  late  celebrated  Mrs.  OUJiehi.  Now 
let  us  fuppolc  thefe  Pcrfons,  the  Men,  for  e3f* 
ample,  to  have  been  all  eminent  Mercers,  and 
the  Women  as  &mous  Milliners,  can  we  ima- 
gine, that  merely  as  fuch,  though  cndow'd- 
with  the  fame  natural  Lnderilanding,  they 
could  have  been  call'd  into  the  iame  honoura- 
ble Parties  of  Conver:&tion  ?  People  of  Senfe 
-  '  ^  "        and 
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^d  Condition,  could  not  but  know,  it  .was 
^mpoffible  they  could  have  had  fuch  various 
ExceUcQpies  on  the  Stag?,  without  having 
fometbing  naturally  valuable  in  them :  And  I 
vr'H^  takje  upon  me  to  a(Hrm,  who  knew  them 
all  living,  that  there  was  not  one  of  the 
Nupaber,  who  were  no^  capable  of  fupport? 
ing  a  Variety  of  Spirited  Converlation,  tho' 
the  Stage  weye  never  to  have  be?n  th?  SMbje£t 
of  it. 

That,  to  have  trod  the  Stage,  has  not  al- 
^ys  been  thought  a  DiiquaUfication  irom 
piore  honourable  Employments ;  feveral  have 
had  military  Commiffions;  Carlijle  and  Wilt- 
fiare  were  both  klll'd  Captains ;  one,  in  King 
fViUiam"%  Reduaion  of  IreUmdi  and  the  other, 
in  his  firft  War,  in  Flanders ;  and  the  ^mous 
Bea.  yobnfon^  tho'  an  unfuccefsful  Aftor,  was 
afterwards  made  poet-|-aureat, 

f  o  thefe  laudable  E)iftiniaiops,  let  me  add 
one  more  j  that  of  Publick  Applaufe,  which, 
when  truly  merited,  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
ino|l  ^ccable  Gratifications  that  venial  Vanity 
pan  feel.  A  Hjppine^,  almoft  peculiar  to  the 
Aftor,  infonauch  that  the  beft  Tragicfc  Writer, 
howcvpr  numerous  his  fcparate  Admirers,  may 
be,  yet,  to  unite  them  into  one  general  A^t 
of  Praifc,  to  receive  at  once,  thofe  thundring 
F^of  Approbadon,  which  a  crouded  Theatre 
tjirows  out,  he  muft  ftill  call  in  the  Affiftance 
of  the  l]tilful  Aftoc  to  raife  and  partake  of 
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fa  a  Word,  'twas  in  this  flattering  Light  onIy» 
thoagh  not  perhaps  fo  thoroughly  confider'd, 
I  look'd  npon  the  Li&  of  an  AAor,  when  but 
tightecn  Years  of  Ajge ;  nor  can  yoa  wonder, 
if  the  Temptations  were  too  fteong  for  fo 
varm  a  Vanity  as  nune  to  refift ;  bbt  whether 
excnfible,  or  not,  to  the  Stage,  at  length,  I 
came,  and  it  is  from  thence,  chiefly,  yonr  Cu- 
riofity,  if  you  have  any  left,  is  to  expcft  a 
&rthcr  Account  of  me. 


CHAP.     IV. 

AJhortView  if  the  Stage^from  the  Tear  1660 
.  to  the  Revolution.    The  King's  and  Duke's 
Company  unifed,  compofed  the  heft  Set  of  Eng- 
glifli  ASiors  yet  known.  Their  feveral  'Thea- 
trical, CharaSers. 

\  HO'  I  have  only  promis'd  you  an  Ac^ 
I  count  of  all  the^material  Oanrrences 
I  ofthcThcatredufingmyownTimCi 
yet  there  was  one  which  happen'd 
not  above  fcven  Years  before  my  Admimon  to 
it,  which  may  be  as  well  worth  notice,  as  the 
firft  great  Revolution  of  it,  in  wluch,  among 
Numbers,  I  was  involv'd.  And  as  die  one  wiU 
lead  you  into  a  clearer  View  of  the  other,  it 
may  therefore  be  previoully  neccflary  to  let  you 
know  that 
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King  Clwks  11.  At  his  Reftonttion,  granted 
two  Patents,  one  to  Sir  William  Dofoenanf, 
arid  the  other  to  Henry  KiUigrew,  Efqi  and 
their  fcveral  Heirs  and  Affigns,  for  ever,  for 
the  fiwiningof  two  diftinift  Companies  of  Co- 
medians :  The  firft  were  call'd  the  King's  Ser- 
«KmA,anda^dattheTfaeatre-Royal  inDrury- 
Lane;  and  the  other  the  Duk^s  Ompany^  who 
a^d  at  the  Dokc's  Theatre  in  Dorfet-Gar^. 
About  ten  of  the  King's  Company  were  on  the 
Royal  Houlhold  Ef^bHlhment,  having  each 
ten  Yards  of  Scarlet  Qoth,  with  a  pfoper 
Quantity  of  Lace  allow'd  them  for  Liveries  j 
am  in  their  Warrants  from  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, were  ftiled  Gentlemen  of  the  Great 
Chamber:  VVhethcr  the  like  Appoiotment* 
were  extendied  to  the  Duke's  Corhpany,  I  am 
not  certain  j  but  they  were  both  in  high  Efti- 
mation  with  the  Publick,  and  fo  much  the 
Delist  and  Concern  of  the  Court,  that  they 
were  not  only  fupported  by  its  being  frequent- 
ly prefcnt  at  their  publidc  Prefentations,  bat 
by  its  taking  Cognizance  even  of  their  private 
Government,  infomuch,  that  their  particular 
Differences,  Prctcnfions,  or  Complaints,  were 
generally  ended  hj  the  iCfsg",  or  Duke's  Terfo- 
nal  Command  or  DedOon.  Befides  their  be- 
ing' thcM-oagh  MafUrs  of  their  Art,  thefe 
Adors  fct  fo^vards  with  two  critical  Advan- 
tages, which  perhaps  may  never  happen  again 
in  many  Ages.  The  one  was,  their  imme- 
diate opening  after  the  fo  long  Interdiction  of 
Plays,  during  the  Civil  War,  and  the  Anar- 
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dty  that  followed  it.  What  ea^  Appetites 
fiom  fb  long  a  Faft,  mull  the  Guefts  of  thofe 
Times  have  had,  to  th^  high.and  frefh  Variety 
of  Entertainments,  which  ShoktQiear  had  left 
pre[»red  for  them  ?  Never  was  a  Stage  fo  pro- 
vided !  A  hundred  Years  are  wafted,  and  an- 
other filent  Century  well  advanced,  and  yet 
■nliat  unborn  Age  fhall  fey,  Shakefpear  has  his 
Equal !  How  many  Ihining  At^^ors  have  the 
warm  Scenes  of  his  Genius  given  to  PoiUrity  ? 
without  being  himfel^  in  his  A^lion,  equal  to 
his  Writing !  A  ibong  Proof  that  Adors,  like 
Poets,  mufl  be  bom  fuch.  Eloquence  and 
Elocution  are  quite  different  Talents :  Shake' 
Jjl>ear  could  'write  Hamkt  -,  but  Tradition  tells 
us.  That  the  Ghofiy  in  the  lame  Play,  was  one 
of  his  beft  Performances  as  an  Adot :  Nor  is 
it  within  the  reach  of  Rule  or  Precept  to  com- 
plete either  -  of  them.  Infltudion,  'tis  true, 
may  guard  them  equally  againft  Faults  or  Ab-> 
iiirdities,  but  there .  it  Aops ;  Nature  mufl:  do 
the  reft :  To  eyc^l  in  either  Art,  is  a  fclf-borii 
Happin^^,  which  fomething  more  than  goo4 
,  Sede  muft  be  the  Mother  of. 

The  other  Advantage  I  was  Ipeaking  o^  is, 
^t  before  the  Reftoration,  no  Aflref^  ha4 
ever  been  feen  upon  the  EngUJh  State.  The 
Chara^lers  of  Wooieq,  on  Ic^^r  Theatres, 
were  perform 'd  by  Boys,  or  youi^g  Men  of  the 
moft  effeminate  Alpeft  And  what  Grace,  oc 
Mafter-ftrokes  of  A<^on  can  we  conceive  fuch 
-un^un  Hoydens  to  have  been  capable  of  P  Thi^ 
Pefed  was  io  w?ll  popfid^recl  by  Sbake^ar^ 
tha< 
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that  in  few  of  his  PlaysJ  he  has  any  greater 
Dependance  upon  the  Ladies,  than  in  the  In- 
nocence and  Simplicity  of  a  Defdemma^  an  O- 
j^elia^  or  in  the  (hort  Specimen  of  a  fond  and 
virtuous  Portia.  The  additional  Ol^efts  then 
of  real,  beautiful  Women,  could  not  but  draw 
a  Proportion  of  new  Admirers  to  the  Theatre. 
We  may  imagine  too,  that  theie  A£trefles  were 
not  ill  chofen,  when  it  is  well  known,  that 
more  than  one  of  them  had  Charms  fufficient 
at  their  leifure  Hours,  to  calm  and  mollify  the 
Cares  of  Empire.  Beiides  thefe  peculiar  Ad- 
vantages, they  had  a  private  Rule  or  ^Argu- 
ment,  which  both  Houfes  were  happily  ty'd 
down  to,  which  was,  that  no  Play  afted  at 
one  Houfe,  fhonld  ever  be  attempted  at  the 
other.  All  the  capital  Plays  therefore  of  Sbake- 
fpeoTj  Fletcher,  and  Ben.  ysbnfm^  were  divided 
between  them,  by  the  Approbation  of  the 
Court,  and  their  own  alternate  Choice:  So 
that  when  Hart  was  famous  for  Otbello,BettertDn 
had  no  lefs  a  Reputation  for  Hamlet.  By  this 
Order  the  Stage  was  fupplyM  with  a  greater  Va- 
riety of  Plays,  than  could  poffibly  have  been- 
iliewn,  had  both  Companies  been  employ'd  at 
the  iame  time  upon  the  fame  Play ;  which 
Liberty  too,  mufl  have  occafion'd  fuch  firc- 
quent  Repetitions  of  'em,  by  their  oppofite  En- 
deavours to  forellall  and  anticipate  one  another, 
that  the  beft  Adors  in  the  World  muft  have 
grown  tedious  and  taflele^  to  the  Spedator : 
For  what  Peafure  is  not  languid  to  Satiety  ^ 
It  was  therefore  one  of  our  greatcft  HappU 
neflcs 
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ne&s  (daring  my  time  <^  haag  in  the  Mt- 
pagement  of  the  Stage)  that  we  had  a  certain 
Number  of  &led  Flays,  which  do  other  Com- 
moy  had  the  good  Fortune  to  make  a  tolerable 
Figure  in,  and  coniequently,  could  find  little 
or  no  Account ,  by  a<^ag  them  E^ainft  us. 
Thele  Plays  therefore,  for  many  Years,  by  not 
being  too  often  leen,  luvcr  £ul'd  to  bring  us 
crowded  Audiences  j  and  it  was  to  this  ConduS: 
we  ow'd  no  Utde  Share  of  our  Profperity.  But 
when  four  Houies  are  at  once  (as  very  lately 
they  were)  all  permitted  to  a£t  the  lame  Piece^ 
let  three  of  them  perform  never  fo  ill,  when 
Plays  come  to  be  fo  harals'd  and  hackney'd 
out  to  the  common  People  (half  of  which  too, 
perhaps  would  as  lieve  fee  mem  at  one  Houfe 
as  another)  the  beft  Adors  wUl  foon  feel  that 
the  Town  has  enough  of  them. 

I  know  it  is  the  cotmnon  Opinion,  That  the 
jncve  Play-houles,  the  more  Emulation;  I 
grant  it ;  but  what  has  this  Emulation  ended 
in?  Why,  a  daily  Contention  which  Atall  fbonell 
furfeit  you  with  the  beft  Plays ;  fo  that  when 
what  ought  to  pleafe,  can  rva  longer  pleafc,  your 
Appetite,  is  again  to  be  raifed  by  fuch  monftrous 
Prefentations,  as  dishonour  the  Tafte  of  a  civi- 
tiz'd  People.  I^  indeed,  to  our  feveral  Thea- 
tres, we  could  raife  a  proportionable  Number 
of  good  Authors,  to  give  them  all  difierent 
Employment,  then,  perhaps,  the  Publick  might 
proBt  from  their  Emulation :  But  while  good 
Writers  are  fo  fcarce,  and  undaunted  Criticks  £> 
plenty,  I  am  afraid  a  good  Play,  and  a  blazing 
Star, 
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Star,  wUl  be  equal  Rarides.  This  vohiptaooa 
Expedient,  therefore,  of  indulging  the  T^ 
with  ieveral  Theatres,  will  amount  to  much 
die  £une  Variety  as  dut  of  a  certain  Oec(Hio- 
xnift,  who,  to  enlarge  his  Hofpitality,  would 
have  two  Puddings  and  two  L^s  of  Mutton, 
£cx  the  Jame  Dinner,-— -—But,  to  rcfiime  the 
Thread  of  my  Hiftory. 

Theie  two  excellent  Companies  were  both 
profperous  for  fome  iew  Years,  'till  their  Va- 
riety of  Plays  b^an  to  be  exhauAed :  Then  of  * 
courfe,  the  better  Adlors  (which  the  King's 
ieem  to  have  been  allowed)  could  not  £ul  of 
dramng  the  greater  Audiences.  Sic  WiiUam 
Daoemntf  therefore,  A^iiler  of  the  Duke's 
Company,  to  make  Head  ^unft  their  Suc- 
oefe,  was  forced  to  add  Spe&acle  and  Muiidc 
to  A&ion  ;  and  to  introduce  a  new  Spedes  of 
Plays,  iince  call'd  Dramatick  Opera'^  of 
which  kind  were  the  TVm^,  Pfycbcy  Cirtt, 
and  others,  all  iet  off  with  the  moil  cxpeniive 
DeoM^ticMis  of  Scenes  and  Habits  with  the 
beft  Voices  and  Dancers. 

This  fuifual  Supply  of  Sight  and  Sound, 
coming  in  to  the  AmiUnce  of  the  weaker  Party, 
it  was  no  Wonder  tbey  fliould  grow  too  hard 
for  Scnfe  andiimplc  Nature,  when  it  is  coolider'd 
bow  many  more  People  there  ate,  that  can  fee 
and  hear,  than  think  and  judge.  So  wanton  a 
Qui^  of  the  publick  Tafte,  therefore,  began 
10  &11  as  heavy  upon  the  King's  Company,  as 
their  cfeater  Excellence  in  A^on,  had,  be- 
fore, &llea  t^n  their  CcHnpetitors :  Of.  which 
Encroach^ 
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Encroachment  upon  Vt%,  &vetal  good  Pkm 
loguee  in  thole  Clajs  fteqtttntly  oom[dflm'd. 

But  alas!  what  can  Tradl  avails  when  hs 
D^tcDdani^  is  mndi  mote  upon  tbe  J^oranti 
than  tbo  icnfible  Auditor  ?  a  poor  Sa6^<^fon^ 
that  the  due  Praife  given  to  it,  tnuft  at  h^ 
fink  into  the  cold  Comfort  af-^LtrnJatar  £? 
^et.  Unprofitable  Praiie  can  hardly  give  it 
a  Soi^  maigre.  Tafte  and  Faftiion,  with  us, 
have  always  had  Wings,  and  fly  from  one  pub- 
tick  Spectacle  to  another  fo  wantonly,  that  t 
Irave  been  inform'd,  by  thofe,  who  remtihiber 
it,  thiat  a  famous  Pappet-fiww,  in  SaJt/h/ry 
Change  (then  flanding  where  Ceeil-Street  now 
is)  fo  far  diftrcft  thefe  two  celebrated  Gcnnpa*' 
nies,  that  they  were  reduced- to  petition  the 
King  for  Relief  ag^ft  it  t  Nor  ought  we  p«- 
haps  to  think  this  ibange,  when,  if  I  miihtlo) 
not,  I'ertttce  himfelf  refH-oaches  the  Raman 
Auditors  of  his  Time,  with  the  like  Fondnefi 
for  the  Funambuli,  the  Rope-dancers.  Not  to 
dwell  too  long  therefore  upoli  that  Part  of 
my  Hiilory,  which  I  have  only  colleded,  from 
Oral  Tradition,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with 
tilling  you,  that  Mehun,  and  Hart  now  grow- 
ing old  (for,  above  thirty  Years  before  this  time,' 
th^  had  fcverally  borne  the  King's  Commiffion 
of  M&]ot  and  Captain,  in  the  Civil  Wars)  and 
the  younger  Actors,  as  Gnodmaa^  Qorky  aiid 
others,  being  impatient  to  get  into  their  P^te,' 
and  growing  tntraAable,  the  Audience  too  of 
both  Houfes  then  falling  off,  the  Patedte^s  of 
each,  by  the  King's  Advice,  which  peillaps 
amounted 
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amotUMed  to  a  Command,  united  their  Interdls. 
and  both  Companies  into  (»ie,  exclufive  of  all 
others,  in  the  Year  1684.  This  Union  was, 
however,  £0  moch  in  fevoar  of  the  Duke's 
Cooipany,  that  Hart  left  the  Stage  upon  it, 
and  Mbbtm  furvived  not  long  after. 

One  only  Theatre  being  now  in  Pofleflion  of 
tbe  whole  Town,  the  united  Patentees  impoied 
their  own  Terms,  upon  the  Adors ;  for  the 
Profits  of  ading  were  then  divided  into  twenty 
Shares,  ten  of  which  went  to  the  ProjHietora, 
and  the  other  Moiety  to  the  principal  Ai^ors, 
ID  foch  Sub-divifions  as  their  different  Merit 
might  [K'etend  to.  Thefe  Shares  of  the  Paten- 
tees were  promifcuoufly  fold  out  to  Mone^- 
maluDg  Perfons,  call'd  Adventurers,  who,  tho' 
utttrly  ignorant  of  Theatrical  Affairs,  were  ftill 
admitted  to  a  proportionate  Vote  in  the  Ma- 
nagemoit  of  them }  all  particular  Encourage- 
ments to  Aftors  were  by  them,  of  confequenc^ 
look'd  upon  as  lb  many  Sums  deduiftcd  from 
their  private  Dividends.  While  therefore  the 
Theatrical  Hive  had  fo  many  Prones  in  it, 
the  labouring  Ai^ors,  fare,  were  under  the 
higheft  Difeouragement,  if  not  a  direct:  State  of 
OpfMvffioQ.  Their  Hardftiip  will  at  leaA  ap* 
p^  in  a  much  fironger  Li^t,  when  compar'd 
to  oar  later  Situation,  who  with  fcarce  half 
their  Merit,  fucceeded  to  be  Sharers  under  a 
Patetc  upon  five  times  eaficr  Conditions :  For, 
at  they  had  but  hajf  the  Profits  divided  among 
toij  or  nic»e  of  them  j  we  had  three  fourths  of 
the  whole  Prc^ts,  divided  only  annoog  three  of 
G  ,       t»; 
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us:  And  as.  ^zy  might  be  iaid  to  hare,  ten 
Taik-mailers  ovei  tbem,  wc  never  had  but  QI14 
AfHlUnt  Manager  (not  an  A£tor]  jmc'd  witk 
US }  who,  by.  the  Ouwn's  Indulgence^  was 
ibincdmes  too  of  our  own-  chuiing.  Under  l^ 
heavy  EilabliOiment  then  groan'd  this  Unitajl 
Company^  when  1  was  firft  admitted  into  the 
loweft  Rank. of  it.  How  they  came  to  bo  re* 
^ved  by  King  JViUiam'i  Licence  in  1695, 
^ow  they  were  ag^n  dilpetfed,  early  in  QuoeA 
jiune'h  Reign  i  and  from  what.  Accidents  Fch:« 
tune  took  better  care  of  Us,  their  qnoqual  Snc- 
ceilbrs,  will  be  told  in  its  Place:  Bdt  to. pre- 
pare you  for  the  opening  fo  large  a  Sce^  of 
their  HiltOTy,  metlunks  1  ought,  (in  Juflicolo 
■  their  Memory  too)  to  give  you  fuch  parti^lar 
Charadiers  of  their  Theatrical  Merit,  as  in  my 
plain  Judgment  they  fcem'd  to  dcfervc.  Pro-- 
iimiing  then,  that  this  Attempt  may  n<^  be  dif^ 
agreeable  to  the.  Curious,  at  the  tnie.Loven  of 
llie  Thesttre,  take  it  without  farther  Profpce. 

In  the  Year  1690,.  when  I  firft  oaqM  into 
this  Company,  the  fHiatdpal  A£tors  tlu»i  at  ^ 
Hoad  of  it  w^c. 


Of  Men, 
.  Mr.  fyttertoat, 

Mr.  Monfort^ 
.  Mr.  Kgnafton, 

Mr.  iSaa^ordt 

Mr.  iV«i«, 

Mr.  Jjjiderhilt-^di 


Of  Women. 

Mrs.  BtfHrtm 
,  Mrs.  00/^ 
Mrs.  Lefgtt       .    . 
Mrs.  JSuttkr, 
Mrs,  Motifsrh  M«t- 

liefc 
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Tfadc  Aeton,  whan  1  have  ieleaed  fiom 
their  CatediporarieSi  were  aU  odgiml  Mafias 
iQ'  their  difincot  StUe,  not  more  anricnlar  In»> 
taiors  of  one  another,  which  canrnonly  ts  the 
liighefi  Merit  cf  the  middle  Rank ;  fattt  S^ 
jo^es  of  Nature,  ftom  whole  varioia  Lights 
they  only  took  their  true  Intfbxiflion.  if  in  the 
fiiUowiDg  AocouiU  of  them,  I  may  be  obl^ed 
to  faint  at  the  Faults  of  others,  I  never  mem 
£ioh  C^dervaticais  {honld  eiaend  to  tfaafe  who 
fire  now  in  PoficfliCHi 'of  the  Stage;  fbrasld&> 
^1  not  my  Memogafhall  oome  down  to  tfadr 
-Time,  I  woold  mit  He  under  the  Imputatios 
of  ^caLiDg  in  their  Dkiavour  to  the  Pob&JE^ 
wh(^  Aj^obation  they  mnft  depend  upon  for 
SappMt.    Bot  to  my  Porpofe. 

Setitrton  was  an  Aiflor,  as  Sbakefpar  vat 
«D  Author,  both  widiout  Qimpetitcns  \  fenn'd 
Sac  the  mntual  Affifamce,  and  IHoilration  of 
each  odier's  Geniui  1  Hbw  Sbak^pear  wmte; 
allMenwhohaxe  a. Tafte  for  Nature ntajri'ea^ 
.  a&d  kotw— ^ — tuU  with  what  tngher  Rapture 
woidd  he  ftitt  be  raa^,  coold  they  coiouve  how 
Bttterion  pltr^'i  bim  I  Then  might  they  know, 
tbe  one  waa  bom  alone  to  fpeak  what  die  other 
only  knew,  to  write  I  Pity  it  is,  that  the  mo- 
memary  fieaades  flowing  from  an  harmonious 
EEocutloa,  cannot  like  thofe  of  Poetry,  be  their 
«wn  Record  I  That  the  animated  Graces  <^the 
Raycs  can  lire  no  longer  than  die  ii^&nc 
Btttttfa  and  Motion  that  prefents  thdnj  or  at 
bcft  C9&  but  faintly  glimmer  tbrov^  rtie  Mo- 
iDOiy,  or  irapecfe^  Atteftatkm  of ,  a-  iew  fii^- 
G  2  viviog 
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vhing  Spcftators.  Could  bow  Bettertm  fpoke 
be  as  eafily  known  as  w&a/  he  jpokcj  thtfl 
might  you  fex  the  Mufc  of  Sbaiejpear-  m  her 
Triumph,  wkh  ^  her  Beauties  m  their  beft' 
Array,  rifing  into  real  Life,  and  charming  her 
Beholders.  But  alas !  fince  alt  this  is  Jb  £tr  out 
of  the  reaeh  of  Defcription,  how  fhall  I  fhew 
yoa  Bettertm  f  Should  I  therefore  tcU  you, 
that  ^  the  Otbelhs,  HamktSy  Hot/purs,  Mack- 
betbSf  and  Brutus%  whom  you  may  havefeen 
fince  his  Time,  have  &Ucn  ht  ihort  of  him ; 
this  ftill  would  pfc  you  no  Idea  of  his  parti- 
cular Excellence.  Let  us  fee  then  what  a  par- 
ticular Dnnparifon  may  do!  whether  that  may 
yet  draw  him  nearer  to  you  ? 

You  have  feen  a  Hamlet  perhaps,  vriio,  on 
tiie  firft  Appearance  of  his  Father's  Spirit, 
lias  thrown  himfelf  inK>  all  the  draining  Voci^ 
ieradon  requifite  to  expre&  Rage  and  Fury, 
and  the  Houfe  has  thunder'd  with  Applaufe  i 
tho*  the  mif-guided  Ador  was  all  the  while 
(as  Sbakefpear  tams  tt)  tearing  a  Paffion  into 
Rags. — I  am  the  more  bold  to  ofier  you  this 
paiticalar  Inftance,  becaufe  the  late  Mr.  jid' 
Ji^,  while  I  late  by  him,  to  fee  this  Scesx 
aded,  made  the  &me  Obfemdon,  aiking  me, 
with  Ibme  Surprize,  if  Ithought  HamUt  ihronld 
he  in  fo  violent  a  PafTion  with  theGhoft,  whidi 
-&o'  it  might  have  aftoniih'd,  it  had  not  pro- 
tok'd  Urn  i  for  yon  may  oblerve  that  m  thb 
beautiful  Speech,  the  Paflion  never  rifis  be- 
yond an  fttmoft  breathlefs  Aftonilhment,  ct  afi 
Iropatioioe,  linuted  by  filial  Reverence,  to  ea> 
quire 
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quite  into  the  lufpeAed  Wrongs  that  may  liav«^ 
Eais'dhimfromhispcacefulTcoib!  andaDefin^ 
to  know  what  a  Spirit  fo  ieemi^y  diflteft, 
might  wilh  or  enjoin  a  forrowful  Son  .to  exe- 
cute towards  his  future  C^ieC  in  the  Crave? 
Tluswas  the  Light  into. which  Betttrimthttw 
Uiis  Scene;  which  he  opco'd  with  a.Pauie  of 
mute  Amazement  I  then  rifing  flowly,  to  a 
folemn,  trembling  Voice,  he  made  the  Ghoft. 

aually  terrible  to  the  Spe&to',  as  to  htta^. 
f  1  and  in  the  deicriptive  Part  of  the  naturd 
Emotions  which  the  ghaftly  Vifion  gave  htm,^ 
the  Boldoefs  of  his  Expoftulation  was  ilill  gp*. 
vern'd  by  Decency,  manly,  but  not  braving.j 
his  Voice  never  riQng-  into  that  feeming  Out- 
rage, or  wild  Defiance  of  what  he  naturally 
rcver'd,  But  alas  I  to  preferve  this  medium, 
lietween  mouthing,  and  meaning  too  little,  to 
beep  the  Atlention  more  plealingly  awake,  by 
atemper'd  Spirit,  than  by  mere  Vehemence 
of  Voic^  is  of  all  the  Mafter-flrokes  rf  an 
A&o^  the  moll  difficult  to  teach.  In  t^  none 
yet  have  ciiaall'd  Bet fertat.  Bat  1  am  unwil- 
ling to  ihe^  his  Superiority  only  by  recounting 
the  Errors  of  thole,  who  now  cannot  anfmr  to 
litem,  let  their  farther  Failings  therefore  be 
mgotteo !  or  rather,  {hall  I  in  ibme  meafuFer 
exqife  them  P  For  I  am  not  yet  fure,  that 
HkV  n^bt  not  be  as  much  owir^to  the  fallc- 
Jui^^neot  of  the  Spedator,  as  the  Adoc.' 
While  the  Million  are  fo  apt  to  bouaniportcsd,  ' 
^hen  the  Drum  of  their  Ear  is  fo  rouiidly 
Ciittled }  while  they  take  the  Life  o£  Elccution. 
G  3  to 
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to  lie  in  the  Strength  of  the  Lungs,  it  is  no 
wonder  the  Ador,  whofe  End  is  Applaufc, 
Hiodd  be  alfe  tempted,  at  this  eaify  rate,  id 
excite  it.  Shall  I  go  a  little  farther  ?  and  al- 
low that  this  Extreme  is  more  pardonaUe  than 
its  oppolite  Error  f  I  mean  that  dangerous  Af- 
feaationof  the  Monotone,  or  IWemn  Sam&- 
nefe  of  Proriounciarion,  which  to  my '  Ear  is 
jnfupportable }  for  of  aU  Faults  that  fo  frequent- 
ly pafs  upon  the  Vulgar,  that  of  Flatnefs  will 
have  the  fewefl:  Admirers.  That  this  is  an 
Brror  of  ancient  flanding  Teems  evident  by 
what  JUmltt  &ySj  in  his  Infbu£tions  to  the 
Players,  vix. 

Be  not  too  tame^  neither,  ficc. 

The  Aflor,  doubdefs,  is  as  ftrongly  ty'd  dowa 
to  the  Rules  of  Horace  as  the  Writer.    • 

Si  vis  me  fierty  (kkndim  efi 
Primum  ipji  ttbi 

Ife  that  feels  not  himielf  the  Paffion  he  would 
raife,  wiU  tallc  to  a  Jleeping  Audience:  But 
Uus  nevBC  was  the  Fault  ca  Beitertep  i  and; 
it  has  often  amoz'd  me  to  ipe  thofe  who  foon 
came  after  him,  throw  cut  in  fqme  Farts  <^ 
ft  Cbamdter,  a  juft  and  graceful  Spirit,  which 
Bettertm  himfelf  could  not  bat  have  apptaud-i 
Cd.  And  yet  in  the  equally  ihining  Paflages 
cf  the  lame  Charafter,  have  heavily  dr^'d 
the  Sentiment  along  like  a  dead  Wdght ;  with 
a.  long-ton'd  Voic^  and  abfcnt  Eye,  as  if  tbeje 
had  oidy  fa^oc  what  they  were  alxuit :  U 
you 
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yoQ  hf^ve  nevfr  made  tKis  ObfewaHon,  I  am 
con^ted  yoo  fbouU  not  know  whwc  to  ap-  ^ 
ply  it. 

A  farther  Excellence  m  Betterttm,  "was,,  that 
he  could  vary  his  Spirit  to  the  diHeient  Cha-  . 
lados  he  a£ted.  Thole  wild  impatient  Starts, 
that  fierce:  and  fkfliing  Fire>  which  he  threw 
into  tbtjpur,  never  cattie  from  the  liorufHed 
Temper  of  his  Brutus  (for  I  have,  more  than 
once,  fecH  a  Brutm  2s  warm  as  Hotfpur)  wheji 
.the  Bettertott  Brului  was  provok*d,  in  his  Di£. 
pute  with  Cactus,  his  Spirit  flew  only  tb  his 
Eye;  his  fteady  Look  ialone  fupply'd  that  Terror, 
which  he  dtfdain'd  an  Intemperance  in  his 
Voice  fliould  rife  ioi  Thus,  with  a  fettled 
IXgiiity  of  Cotitempt,  like  dn  unheeding  Rock» 
he  r^tfelled  upon  hlinfetf  the  Foam  of  Caffkis-. 
Perhaps  the  very  Words  of  Sba&efpear  will 
better  let  yon  mto  my  Meaning:  " 

iliif/?  Ipve  way^  and  room,  to  your  ra/&  Cbokr  ? 
Shall  the  frighted  when  a  Madman  jiaret  ? 

Aod  i  ntde  afi», 

^tbere  it  no  tfrr$r,  Caflaus,  in  your  Looks  I  &c. 

Not  but  in  fome  Fart  of  this  Scene,  Whe'fe  he 
reproaches  CaJ^s,  his  Tonper  is  not  Undtf 
tbU  Suppreffion,  but  opens  itito  that  Wami^ 
wbkh  becdmes  a  Man  df  Virtue ;  yet  this  id 
i^Hd/ly  Spark  of  Anger,  which'  Bfatifs 
blraielf  endeavours  to  excufe. 

Bnt  with  whatever  ftrength  of  Nature  we  Ceo 

the  Poet  Ihew,  at  once,  the  Philofopher  and 

G  4  the 
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the  Herpe,  yet  the  Iroagp.or  the.  A^r's  Ex- 
cellence will  be  Aill  iinpafe^t  to  you,  unlefi 
Language  could  put  Colour^  m  ow  Wccdsie 
pant  the  Voice  with*  .  i   .  ,       ,      .     ,  , 

Et,^  vis^ilem  pingere^  tinge  fo^t^  u 
enjoyning  an  Impofiibitity.  Toe  moA  that  9 
Vandyke  can  arrive  at,  is  to  make  his  Portraits 
of  great  Ferfons  feem  to  tlnnk  \  a  Shakefpsm- 
goes  iarther  yet,  and  tells  you  •what  his  Pic- 
tures thought ;  a  BttlerioH  fteps  beyond  'em 
both,  and  rails  them  from  the  OraTe,to  breathe, 
sod  be  them&lTcs  again,  in  Feature,  Speech^ 
and  Motion.  When  the  fkilBil  ASax  fhews 
jou  all  tbefe  Powers  at  once  united,  and  gra- 
ttfies  at  once .  your  Eye,  your  Ear,  ^3ur  fjn-^ 
derftandii^.  To  conceive  the  Plcafura  rifiag 
from  rpch  Hannony,  you  muft  have  been  pre-- 
feat  at  it !  'tis  not  to  be  told  you  1 

There  cannot  be  a  Aronger  Proof  of  tbtt 
Charms  of  harmonious  Elocution,  than  the 
oiany,  even  unnatural  Scenes  and  Fights  of 
the  BiUe  Sublime  it  has  lifud  into  Aj^laule; 
In  what  Raptures  have  I  feen  an  Audience,  at 
the  furious  Fudian  and  turgid  Rants  in  Not, 
Lee'a  Akxander  the  Great  f  For  though  I  can 
ftllow  this  Flay  a  &w  great  Beauties,  yet  it  is- 
not  without  its  extravagant  Blemiihes.  Every 
Piay  of  the  &me  Authicx'  has  more  or  lots  of 
them^  Let  me  give  you  a  Sample  from  thif(, 
AUicaoder^  in  a  full  crowd  of  Conrtieis,  m^- 
out  being  occafionally  call'd  or  provok'd  to  it, 
£lHs  into  this  Rhapibdy  of  Vain-glny. 

Cm 
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And  ^lefosc  tbcy  ■  iOnU  know  it  ogen.  . 

When  Ghry^Kke  the  dazi^ng 'Eagle,  flood  ■'    ' 
Perch* d  OH  my  Beaver,  in  the  Gratitc  Fked^    \ 
tVben  Fortune's  Self,  my  Standard  tremMing  Sorei 
jirid  the  pale  Fates /food frighted  onihe  Shore,  ' 
0fieH  the  Immdrtals  on  the  Bi/kws  rode. 
And  I  myfilf  appear' d  the  leading  God.  '\ 

Wben  ihde  Aowiag  Numbers  ciuno  from  the 
Mouth  of  a.  Betterton,  the  Multitude  no  mon 
dc&ed  Senfe  totbem,  than  our  mufical  Contxdf* 
fewt  think  it  cfietitial  in  the  cclebratql  Atri-of 
aa  kalian  Opera.  0oes  not  this  prove,  tha^ 
tlKHB  is  very  near  as  much  Enchantment  ia 
the  weU-governed  .Vcuce  of  an  ASax,  as  inthq 
fweet  Pipe  of  an  Eunuch  F  If  I  tell  you,  them 
«w  DO  one  Tr^cdy,  for  many  Years,  morq 
in  iavour  with  the  Town  than  jlltxa^der,  to 
what  muft  we  impute  this  its  canmaod  of 
puUkk  Admiration  P  Not  to  its  intrinHckMe* 
tit,  fively,  if  it  fwarms  with  Pailages  like  tlut 
I  have  ihcwn  you  1  If  this  Pafliige  bis  Merit^ 
let  us  fee  what  Figure  it  would  make  upoo 
Canvas,  what  fort  oiS  pifture  would  ri&  fron^ 
h.  U  Lt  Brwtj  who  was  £unou8  for  paintina 
tbe-Battles  of  thisHeroe^  had  ieen  this  I0& 
ty  Description,  what  one  ^mage  -couU  he 
have.poffibly  taken  from  it?  In  whatCo^ 
lours,  would  '  be  hare  fhewn  us  Glory  perdi'4 
upon  a  Beaver\t  How  would  he  have  drawn 
Fortune  trembling  ?  Or,  indeed,  what  uie  could 
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he-  hwift  inadc  pf  -pak.  Fitetf  or  ImmSriaU 
riding  upon  Billows,  with  thi$  blufteriiig  Gft/ 
of  his  -own  inking  w  the  ivtfrf  of  tfaetn  i 
Where,  then,  muft  have  lain  the  Chfum,  that 
once  made  the  Publick  to  partial  to  this  Tra^ 
^edf  t  Why  plaioiy*  ia  tlw  Grace  and  Hat^ 
mony  of  the  At^r's  Utterance.  \  Foe  the  Ac^ 
tor  bimielf  u  not  accountal^^  for  the  fal$( 
Poetry  of  his  Author ^Th^t,.^  Hearer  is  tp 
ju^  of;  if  it  pa^  upon  biiii,  the  A(^or  can 
hare  no  Quarrel  to  it  j  who,  if  the  Period? 
giren  him  are  round,  fmooth,  l|iirited,  and  high- 
^Mmdin^  even  in  k  Bilie  Pamon,  tnufl  throvr 
tsat  the  ikme  Fire  and  Gtace,  as  may  be  re- 
quired m  one  juftly  rifing  fronl  Natorc.  j 
where  thofe  his-ExcclIendes  will  then  be  only 
more  fdeaflng  in  proportioa  to  the  Ta&  of 
lu8  Hnro'.  -Alid  lam  of  opinion,  thattotht 
cxtracxdinaiy  Sutxtffe  of  this  Tery  Play,  we  may 
impute  the  Corruption  of  fo  many  Adters, 
«nd  Tra^ck  Writers,  as  were  immediately  mif. 
lf<J  by  it.  The  upflcilful  After,  who  imagin'd 
ME  ^he  Mpat  tif  deHVenhg  thofti  blazing  R-antf^ 
liy  ohly.  in  the  Strength,  dnd  fttainM  Exertti' 
ta  of  the  Voice,  began  to  tear  his  Lungs,  u^ 
bh  every  &lfe,  or  flight  0<xatton,  to  arrive  ai 
ihc  Bane  Applaufp.  And  it  is  from  hence  I 
^te  our  having  fcai  die  fame  Reafon  prevai 
lent  for  above  fifty  Years.  Thus  equally  mif- 
guided  too,  many  a  barrer(^bt;ain*d  Author  has 
ftiteun'd^  int6  a  frothy  flowing  Style,  pom- 
{Kfufly  I'oUihg  into  fcMinding  Periods,  iignifying 
»'-^**-»*"  rotindly  nodrihg  j  erf"  whldi  Numbef," 
•  ■        -  in 
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HI  fome  of  my  finmer  Laboors,  I  am  fome- 
thing  more  thaii  fuTpioioos,  that  I  ttay  my* 
ii^f  have  made  ond,  but  to  keep  a  Httle  dofet 
to  Bttttrtott. 

Whai  this  fawrarile  Play  I  am  fpealdng  0$ 
from  he  being  too  frequently  aded,  Was  worn 
oot,  and  came  to  be  de&tted  by  die  Town,  npdk 
Ac  fudden  Deatfa  of  JVfoii/dr/,  who  had  pby'd 
Aiexander  with  Succeg,  for  feverat  YearE»  4h« 
I^rt  was  given  to  Bettertmy  Which,  tinder  tbli 
gteat  Di^vant^  ef  the  Sttiety  it  had  givcc*  he 
immediately  riviv'd  with  fo  new  a  LuAre,  thit 
lor  three  Days  together  it  £ll'd  the  Hodfe^ 
and  had  bis  then  declining  Strength  been  «i 
quaT  to  the  Fatigue  the  Aflidn  gave  hiih,  ^ 
probaUy  might  hare  doubled  its  Sctccds  ^  aft 
anoonunon  Inftanc*  of  the  Power  and  intriM 
fick  Merit  of  an  Ai^or.  This  I  mfcimdn  nol 
(Mily  to  prove  what  intfiflaUe  Plea£ire  tailaf 
arife  from  a  judidoilE  Elocution,  widi  icaroe 
Senie  to  affift  it ;  but  to  ihew  you  too^  that 
tfao'  Betterf§n  never  winted:  Fire,  and  Forca," 
when  his  Charadsr  demanded  it  f  ye^  .tvheib 
k  was  not  demanded,  ho  ileveir  proftltuted  In 
Power  to  the  low  AmUtion  of  a  &!&  hp* 
^Dfe.  And  farther,  dm  when^  from  ft 
too  bdvuiccd  A^  he  refigned  that  tdlfome 
P^  of  JiesandeTi  the  Play,  for  many  Yeaiit 
after  never  was  able  to  impofe  upon  the  Fub> 
tide  ;  and  I  loedc  upon  his  fo  portictllaHy  fiip- 
porting  die  &Ife  Fire  and  ExttavagancK^s  of  toil 
C%arader,  to  be  a  more  furprixing  Proof  <£ 
bis  Skill,  dun  bi$  being  obinem  in  diofe  of 
Shake- 
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Sbakefpear ;  bccaule  there,  Truth  and  Nature^ 
coming  to  his  AflifUnce  he  had  not  the  Jame' 
Difficulties  to  combat,  and  conleq^oendy,  ws- 
muft  be  Icfs  amaz'd  at  his  Succcfs,  where  wt 
are  more  $ble  vo  account  for  it. 

NotwithJlanding  the  extraordinary  Power  he. 
fliew'd  in  blowing  Alexander  once  more  ipto 
a  blaze  of  Admiration,  Bitterton  had  fo  juft 
a  ienfe  of  what  was  tme,  or  &ife  Applaufc, 
that  I  have  heard  him  iay,  he  never  thought 
any  kind  of  it  equal  to  an  auentive  Silence  ; 
that  there  were  many  ways  of  deceiving  aa 
Audience  into  a  loud  one  ;  but  to  keep  them. 
huflit  and  quiet,  was  an  Applaufe  which  on- 
ly Truth  and  Merit  could  arrive  at :  Of  which 
Art,  there  never  was  an  equal  Mailer  to  him- 
felf  From  thefe  various  Excellendes,  he  bad. 
fo  full  a  Po^flion  of  the  EAeem  end  Regard 
a(  his  Auditors,  that  upon  his  Encraiice  in- 
to eVery  Scene,  .'he  feem'd  to  feize  upon  the 
Eyes^d  Ears  of  the  Giddy  and  Inadvertent  I 
To  have  talk'd  or'  look'd  another  wa'y,..wouli 
tiien  have  been  thought  Infeiiiibility  or  Igno- 
rance. In  all  his  SolUoquies  of  mo.mcnt,<  ther 
ftrong  Intelligence  of  his  Attitude  and  Afpedv 
drew  you,  into  fuch  an  impatient  Gaze,  and 
eager  £xpe(!ktion,  that  y(»i  almoft  imbib'd  the 
Sentiment  with  ypor  Eye,  before  the  Ear  oodid' 
reach  it.  7   , 

As  Betterton  is  the  Centre  to  which  all.  my 

Ob&rvattohs  upon  A£tion  tend,  you  will  giv^J 

me  leave,  under  his  Charader,  to  enlarge  upr' 

on  that  Head.    In  the  jufl  E^elivery  of  Poe- 

I  deal 
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tkal  Numbera,  puticnUrly  where  {he  Senti- 
ments are  pathetictc,  it  is  fcarce  credible,  up- 
on hovr  minute  an  Article  of  Sound  depends 
rfiHr  greatcft  Beauty  or  Inaffciaion,  The  Voica 
of  a  Singer  is  not  more  AritSly  ty'd  to  Time  and 
Tune,  than  that  of  an  Aiftor  in  Theatrical  E1&-' 
cation:  TbeleaflSyllable  too  long,  or  toofiight* 
It  dwelt  upon  in  a  Period,  depreciates  it  to  no- 
Uiing  i  which  very  Syllable,  if  righdy  touch 'd/ 
flialt;  like  the  heightening  Stroke  of  Light 
fiom  a  Mailer's  PencO,  give  \Me  and  Spirit 
to  the  whole.  I  never  hc^  a  Line  in  Tra-' 
gedy-come  from  Bettcrtorty  wherein  my  Judk-* 
ment,  my  Ear,  and  my  Imagination,  were  not 
iiilly  ^tisiyd ;  which,  fince  his  Time,  1  can- 
not equally  fay  of  any  one  Ador  whatfoever  : 
Nbf  but  it  is  poflible  to  be  much  his  Inferior, 
with  great  Excellencies  ;  which  I  £hall  ob&rve 
in  anotticr  Place.  Had  it  been  pradicable  to 
have  ty'd  down  the  clattering  Hands  of  all  the 
iH  judges  who  were  commonly  the  Majority 
(rf"' an  Audience,  to  what  amazing  Perfe^oa 
might  the  Bnglijb  Theatre  have  arrived,  with 
&»  juft  an  AdOT  as  Bettertm  at  the  Head  of  it  1 
If  what  was  Trath  only,  could  have  been  ap- 
plauded, how  many  noify  Aftors  bad  Ihoofc' 
thdr  Phimes  with  fiiame,  who,  from  the  injudi- 
dons  Approbation  of  the  Multitude,  have  bawl'd 
and  ftrutted  in  the  place  of  Merit  ?  If  thereibre 
the  bare  fpeaking  Voice  has  fiich  Allurements  in 
it,  howmuch  le&  ought  we  to  wonder,  however 
we  may  lament,  that  the  fweeier  Notes  of  Vo- 
cal Muuck  fhould  G>  have  captivated  even  the 
politer 
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politer  Wwld,  iniD  an  Apofttcy  bom  Senft,  to 
m  Idolatry  a(  Sound.  Let  w  cnquiFe  fitxn 
whenco  ifais  EnduofincDt  riics.  1  am  afraid 
k  may  be  too.  naturally  aoconoted  for :  £tor 
when  we  complain,  that  tiM  fineft  Midkk^ 
purchat'd  st  iuch  raft  Expence,  is  lb  ofien 
thrown  away  upon  the  mi^  nn&raUe  Poetry, 
we  feem  not  to  confider,  that  when  the  Movch 
■jBcnt  of  the  Air,  and  Tone  of  the  Voice,  ars 
exquintely  harmooibu^  iho'  we  regard  not 
vnt  Wm-i  of  what  we  hear,  yet  the  Power  ol" 
die  Mdody  is.  fb  bufy  in  the  Heart,  that  we 
naturally  annex  Ideas  to  it  of  our  own  Orca- 
tim,  and,  in  Icane  fort,  booome  ourfelvM  tfae 
Poet  to  the  Compoferj  and  what  Poet  is  fit 
dull  as  not  to  be  charm'd  with  the  Child  of 
ids  ovn  Fancy  F  So  that  there  is  even  a  kind 
of  Lai^nagc  in  agreeable  Sounds,  which,  Uke 
the  Afped  of  Be^ty,  wichoat  Wwds,  fpeakl 
aod  pUys  with  the  Imagination.  While  tbii 
Tafte  therefore  is  ^  nMnrally  fHrralen^  I 
doob^  to  propofe  Roncdias  for  it,  wers  btit 
giving  Laws  to  the  Winds,  or  Advice  to  Ina- 
momto's:  And  however  gravely  we  may  s^ 
iert,  that  Profit  ought  ahrays  to  be  ii^^a- 
Ue  fi-om  the  Delight  of  the  Theati«  \  nay,  ad* 
nutting  that  the  Plcafine  would  be  heigfocA'd 
by  the  Bnidng  them ;  yet,  while  InArudion  ]a 
£>  little  the  0)nccrn  of  the  Auditor,  how  can 
we  hope  that  ib-dkoioe  aCommotUrr  witlcosM 
ID  a  Market  wheve  there  is  fo  feklom  a  Demand 
ibrit? 

It 
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■  Itiia  lut  to  tb*  AAtxh  Aonfi^Cr  but  to  (bt 
mattti  «i)d  low  Tt6f  el  <be  ^pedaM,'  Um 
it»  Camiitiaiit  0|£  tlMjSags  fsf  vAia  kiad  &. 
«ac)  hxc  bcw  icwing,  ]{;  tJw  f  oUi^,  by 
wbtHn  they  mnli  liitr  hA  $|ririt  cwng^i.n 
diStoaiitenuK%i  aod  dcdaro  agaloft  (U  rthf 
Tnih  aad  Fuppaiw  tlwy  hn«  ben  fa  £w 
■ynsnily  find  <^  both.tbc  hemn,  and  tfaii^ 
■Iwra,  to  tlte  htft  of  tbck  Power,  muft  team 
nUy  bm  fecy'd  tbcir  daily  T«bl4  with  Ibqsd 
ud.wkokfinsc  D^ — r-Ekit  I  bwe  sot  yM 
dgpB  vitbmy  Aitideof  ElocHtio*.  i 

.^  wc  have  fbnKiioics  gmt  C(iin]^o(an  of 
Miiick,  nfascansol  fing,  wclnveas  ficiqnsotiiir 
gnat  Wdtta  that  cuinat  nadi  ani^ngtii 
nuboai  tfaejniqefli  Ear,  no  Mas  am  be  Iijbte 
of  Poetical  Numlm,  ^thebeft.Ear  in  iktt 
World  will  not'  always  -  enable  him  to  pro» 
oonnoe  xbffoi.  .  Of  this  Tnilb,  Dry^t .  oat 
iti,  gmt  VbAw  of  Vsifi  aadHinnoiy,  nia 
a  firoDglnftancft;  When  he  brought  faja  Play 
ii  Jtm^tnmv  Ac  Stage,  I  heard  him  gim 
it  bfe  iitft  Rcadiog.  to  the  Aftiirs,  is  wlueb, 
Uxmi^  it  i»  tniB,  he  deliver'd  the  plain  Sanft 
«f  cMty  Faiod,  yet  the  whole  was  in  £> 
cold,  .li>  i»,  and.  nDaStaing:  a,  manner,  that 
lam afiaidof^noi being  bdier'd,  when  I  af, 
fitioit. 

.,  On  the  conuary,  £«,.  fiir  bis  bferior  ia 
Focoy,  wasifo  {atbcticka  Reader  of  his  own 
isatxt,  that  Lhave  been,  infecm'd  b^  an  A» 
tof,  who  w«.  prafent,!  ibat  wlnle  Lte  via 
leading  V> .tS^as  Maim  at  a  Il£heai;lal,  Mi>-' 

.X        '  tux, 
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Attn,  n  the  WaioRh^f  Mb  JliVnteitmn,  tfaiew 
down  hfe  Part,  snd  iaidi  Unlefe  I  were  «fa*B  t» 
/iiy  it,  M  wctl  as  you  r«ai  it>  w  what  porp^ 
fl»i^  I  undertake  it  f  And  yet  this  very  As- 
•  ifaor.  wfaofe  Elocution  laHed  &diAdmiratioB 
in  fo  caf»tal  an  Adxir,  wIisr  be  atmnjMd  to 
be  ap  Adtor  himftlf,  ibon  quitted  ^  Stage,  ia 
«i  booeft  Defpak  of  ever  makiiig  any  profica^ 
bio  F^ie  there.  From  ^1  this  I  would  »- 
icf/  That  let  our  CoooepticHi  of  what  we  we 
«>  fpcok  be  ever  fo  juf^  and  the  Ear  ever  So 
true,  yet,  when  we  are  to  deliv^  it  to«n  Au- 
dience (I  will  leave  Fear  out  of  the  -qoeftion) 
theie  muft  go  along  with  d»  whole,  a  nanorjd 
Frtddooi,  wd  becoming  Grace,  which  is  eat 
ficr  to  oonc^e  than  deioibe :  For  withois 
tfus  inexpreflible  Somewhat^  the  Pafomiuice 
will  GMue  out  oddly  dilguis'di  or  (bmewbcrc 
defeftively,  uofnrprizing  to  the  Hearer.  Of 
this  Pefeffc  100^  I  will  give  yoo  yet  a  Granger  ■ 
|n(fainoe,  which  you  will  allow  Fear  could  not 
be  the  Occafion  of :  if  you  remember  E^fi- 
twrty  you  mull  have  known  that  he  was  long 
enough  upon  the  St:^^  not  to  be  under  th« 
leiuft  Reftiaint  from  Fear,  in  his  Per^armajice : 
This  Man  was  fo  amazing  and  extraordinary 
ft  Mimick,  that  no  Man  ox  Woman,  fi-om  the 
Coquette  to  the  Privy-Counfellor,  ever  mov'd 
«r  fp^  before  him,  but  he  could  carty  their 
V«ice,  Lookj  Mien,  and  Moticxi,  inftaaUjr 
into  lanother  Company :  •  I  have  heard  htm 
BM^ikuig  Htfrangues,  and  form  various  Ar- 
guibema,  tiv^  in  the  manner  pf  thinkipg,  of 

an 
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tf(!r%iui(ent  f%*der  at  ihe  Bar,  with  every  the 
kjA'Artkle  and  Singularity  of  his  Utterance 
fo  pttStSAy  •  imitated,  that  he  was  the  very  ai~ 
fer  ipft,  fcarce  to  be  diftinguiih'd  fr«n  his  Ori- 
gmal.  Yet  more  j  1  hafre  fcen,  nptm  the  Mar- 
gin cf  the  written  Part  of  Fdfiaf\  which  be 
aded,  his  own  Notes  and  Obferrations  Upon 
slmoft  every  Speech  of  it,  deicrilHng  the  true 
Spirit  of  the  Humour,  and  with  wh«  Tone 
of  Voice,  Look,  and  Gefttire,  each  of  them 
ought  to  be  delivered.  Yet  in  his  Execution 
upon  the  Stage,  he  leem'd  -to  have  loft  att 
th(^  joft  Ideas  he  had  form'd  of  it.  and  al- 
moft  thro"  the  Charafter,  labour'd  under  a 
heavy  Load  of  FUtnefs :  In  a  word,  with  all 
kis  Skni  in  Mimickry,  and  Knowledge  of  what 
ought  to  be  done,  he  never,  upon  the  Stage, 
could  bring  it  truly  into  Prafticc,  but  was  U|>. 
<m  the  whole,  a  languid,  unaffedling  A<ftor. 
After  I  have  fhewn  you  fo  many  neceflary 
Qualifications,  not  one  of  which  can  be  fpar'a 
in  true  Theatrical  Elocution,  and  have  at  the 
feme  time  prov'd,  that  with  the  Afliftance  of 
them  alt  united,  the  whole  may  ftill  come 
fort^  derive ;  what  Talents  Ihall  we  fay  will 
infallibly  form  an  A£tor?  This,  I  confcfe,  is 
one  of  Nature's  Secrets,  too  deep  for  me  to 
dive  into';  let  us  content  ourfelves  th^efbrc 
with  affirming,  That  Cem'us,  which  Nature 
atiiy  gives,  only  can  complete  him.  This 
Gfm'us  then  was  fo  ftrong  in  Bettertm,  that  ic 
ihonc  out  in  every  Speech  and.Motion  of  him. 
Yet  Voice,  and  Perfon,  are  fucb  necd^rj 
H  Sup- 
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Supports  to  it,  that;  by  the  Multitude,^  they 
have  been  preferr'd  to  Gemus  Itfelf,  or  at  leaft 
often  miftaken  for  it  Bcttertm  had  a  Voice 
of  that  kind,  wliich  gave  more  Spirit  to  Teiv 
ror,  than  to  the  foftcr  !ftiflions }  of  more 
Strength  than  Melody.  The  Rage  and  Jea- 
loufy  of  Otbelh,  became  him  better  than  the 
Sighs  and  Tendcrnefe  of  Cafialio  :  For  though 
in  Capalio  he  only  cxcell'd  others,  in  Otbelh 
he  cxcell'd  himfelf  j  which  you  will  eafily  be- 
lieve, when  you  confider,  that  in  fpitc  of  his 
Complexion, '  Othello  has  more  natural  Beauties 
than  the  befl  Ador  can  find  in  all  the  Magazine 
of  Poetry,  to  animate  his  Power,  and  delight 
his  Judgment  with. 

The  Perfon  of  this  excellent  Aftor  was  fuit- 
able  to  his  Voice,  more  manly  than  fweet,  ■  not 
exceeding  the  middle  Stature,  inclining  to  the 
corpulent ;  of  a  ferious  and  penetrating  Af- 
pedt  i  his  Limbs  nearer  the  athletick  than  the 
delicate  Proportion  ;  yet  however  form'd,  there 
.arofe  from  the  Harmony  of  the  whole  a  com- 
manding Mien  of  Majefty,  which  the  feirw- 
:fec'd,  or  (as  Sbakefpear  calls  'cm)  the  curled 
Darlings  of  his  Time,  ever  wanted  fwnething 
to  be  equal  Matters  of.  There  was  feme 
Years  ago,  to  be  had,  almoft  in  every  Frinr- 
'  thop,.  a  Met^tintOy  from  JOjeiUr,  extremely 
like  him. 

In  all  I  have  feid  of  Beit^tofiy  I  confine  my-- 

•felf  to  the  Time  of  his  Strength,  and  bighcft 

Power  in  Aftion,  that  you  may  make  AUow- 

Jinces  fr^m  what  he  was  able  to  execute  at 

Fifty, 
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Fifty,  ta  what  you  might  have  feen  of  him  at 
paft  Seventy ;  for  tbo*  to  the  laft  he  was  witb- 
oat  His  Equal,  fae  fnight  not  then  be  equal  ta 
his  fofmet  Self  j  yet  fo  ht  was  he  froni  being 
ever  overtaken,  that  fof  many  Yeart  after  hh 
Deeeafe,  I  fcldom  faw  any  of  his  Parts,  iri 
Sbakefpear,  fupply'd  by  others,  but  it  drew 
from  hie  the  Lamentation  of  Ophelia  upon 
Hamlef%  being  unlike,  what  (he  had  feen  him. 

~Ab  I  wot  is  me  ! 


—  "-■'  ■  ■^f  .'    tvut  ti  me  i 

T'havefeenj  -wbat  1  h&ve feen,  fee  wba^  I  fee  I 

The  laft  Part  this  great  Ma!fter  of  his  Pro- 
feflion  afted,  was  MeJantius  in  the  Maid's  Tra-i 
gedy^  for  his  own  Benefit ;  when  being  fud- 
delily  feiz'd  by  the  Gout,  he  fubmitted,  by  ex- 
traonJinary  Applications,  to  have  his  Foot  fo 
fir  reliev'd,  that  he  niight  be  able  to  walk  on 
the  Stage,  in  a  Slipper,  rather  than  wholly 
difappoint  his  Auditors.  He  was  obferv'd  tbat 
E>»y  to-  have  exerted  a  more  than  ordinary 
Spirit,  and  met  with  fuitable  Applaufe  -,  btit 
the  tmhappy  Confequence  of  tampering  with 
his  Diftempcr  was,  that  it  flew  into  his  Head, 
and  kill'd  him  in  three  Days,  (I  think)  in  the 
fevemy-fourth  Year  of  his  Age, 

1  oftce  thought  to  have  fill'd  up  my  Worfe 
with  a  fele£l  Diflertatioh  upon  Theatrical  Ac- 
tion, but  I  find,  by  the  Digreflions  I  have  been 
tempted  to  make  in  this  Account  of  Bettertcfti 
(hat  all  I  can  lay  upon  that  Head,  will  nati'* 
rally  faH  in,  and  polBbly  be  lefs  tedious,  if  dit- 
H  a  pers*d 
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pers'd  among  the  various  Charaftcrs  of  tl^e  paf- 
ticular  Adors,  I  have  promis'd  to  treat  of  j'l 
fliall  therefore  make  ufc  ot  thole  fcveral  Vehicles, 
which  you  will  iind  waiting  in  the  next  Chap- 
'tcr,  to  carry  you  thro'  the  reft  of  the  Journey, 
at  your  Leifure. 


2S^ 


G  H  A  p.    V, 

The  Theatrical  CharaSiers  of  the  Trincipat  Ac- 
tors, in  the  Tear  1690,  continued, 

A  few  Words  to  Critical  Auditors* 

I  Ha,  as  I  have  before  obfsrv'd.  Wo- 
men were  not  admitted  to  the  Stage, 
!  'till  the  Return  of  King  Qwles,  yet 
it  could  not  be  fo  fuddenly  fupply'd 
with  them,  but  that  there  was  Aill  a  NecdiK 
ty,  for  fome  time,  to  put  the  handibmeft 
young  Men  into  Petticoats  j  v/hich  Kyitqftm 
was  then  laid  to  have  worn,  with  Succe&} 
particularly  in  the  Part  of  Evadm,  in  the 
Maid's  Tragedy^  which  I  have  heard  him 
fpeak  of;  and  which  calls  to  my  Mind  a  ridi- 
cdIous  DiHrefs  that  arofe  from  thefe  fort  of 

Shifts  which  the  Stage  was  then  put  to. 

The  King  coming  a  little  before  his  ufual  time 
to  a  Tragedy,  found  the  A&xxi  not  ready  to 
begin,  when  bis  Majeily  not  diulii^  to  have 
^■mucbP^ence  as  his  goodSut^edSj  &ntto 
them, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 


CoLLSY  Gibber.  xox 
them, .  to  know  the  Meaning  of  it  ]  upon 
-which  the  Mafter  of  the  Company  came  to 
the  Box,  and  rightly  judging,  that  the  bcft  Ex- 
cajfc  for  their  Defeult,  would  be  the  true  one, 
ftirly  told  his  Majefty,  that  the  Queen  was 
not  Jhay'd  yet :  The  King,  whofe  good  Hu- 
moar  lov'd  to  laugh  at  a  Jeft,  as  well  as  to 
siake  ■one,  accepted  the  Excufe,  which  ierv'd 
io  divert  him,  till  the  male  C^een  cou'd  be 
efieminated.  In  a  word,  Kynaftm,  at  that 
time  was  fo  beautiful  a  Youth,  that  the  L^die9 
of  Qaality  prided  themlcives  in  taking  him 
with  them  in  their  Coaches,  to  Hyde-Park^  in 
bis  Theatrical  Habit,  after  the  Play ;  which 
in  thoie  Days  they  might  have  fufficient  time 
to  do,  becaufe  Plays  then,  were  us'd  to  begin 
it.ibura-Qock:  The  Hour  thatPeofJe  of  the 
Jeme  Rank,  are  now  going  to  Dinner. — Of 
this  Tfuth,  I  had  the  Curiofity  to  enquire, 
and  had  it  confirm'd  frcwn  his  own  Mouth,  in 
Ins  adtanc'd  Age :  And  indeed,  to  the  laft  of 
him,  his  Handlbmenefs  was  very  little  abated ; 
even  ai  palt  Sixty,  his  Teeth  were  ail  found, 
white,  and  even,  as  one  would  wifh  to  fee,  in 
siretgningToail  of  X^'n^y-  He  had  fome^ 
thing  of  a  formal  Gravity  in  his  Mien,  which 
was  AttribtKed  to  the  ftately  Step  he  had  been 
lb  early  conBn'd  to,  in  a  female  Decency,  But 
«aea  that^  to  Chara^ers  of  Superiority,  had  ita 
w^)er  C^ces  %  it  miihecame  him  not  in  the 
Partr«tf  Leon,  in  Fletcher'^  Ruk  a  ff^ife,  &c. 
mhkb  he  executed  with  a  determin'd  ManlV^ 
nefsi,  ^  faopeii  Authority,  well  vnxtk  the 
H  3  bcft 
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beft  Aider's  ImJtfition.  He  had  a  pieroiog  Eye, 
and  in  Characters  of  hsroick  Life,  a  quick 
ifliperious  Vivacity,  in  his  Tone  of  Vtucc, 
that  painted  the  Tyrant  truly  terrible.  There 
were  two  Plays  of  Dryden  in  which  he  ftione, 
with  uncommon  Luftre  ;  in  Aurenge-Zebe  he 
play'd  Moral,  and  in  Dm  Sebafiiany  Muiey 
Molocb  ;  in  both  thefe  Parts,  he  had  a  iierce, 
Lion-UIcc  Majcfty  in  hia  Port  and  Utterance, 
that  gave  the  Spectator  a  kind  of  trembling 
Admiration ! 

Here  I  cannot  help  obferving  upon  a  mo> 
deil  MiAake,  which  1  thought  the  \x\ip  Mr. 
Booth  committed  in  his  ading  the  Part  of  Mo~. 
rat :  There  are  in  this  fierce  Character  fo  many 
Sentiments  of  avow'd  Barbarity,  loiblence, 
and  Vain-glory,  that  they  blaze  cTcn  to  a  lu- 
dicrous Luftre,  and  doubtlefs  the  Poet  intend- 
ed thofc  to  make  his  Spectators  laugh,  whiler 
thpy  admir'd  them.;  but  Booth  thought  if  de- 
preciated tlie  Dignity  of  Tragedy  to  -raife  a 
£jmilc,  in  any  pare  of  it,  and  therefore  co- 
ver'd  thefe  kind  of  Sentiments  with  a  fcrupu- 
lous  Coldnefs,  and  unmov'd  Delivery,  as  if  ha 
bad  fear'd  the  Audience  might  take  too  faini*  - 
liar  a  notice  of  them.  In  Mr.  Addifon's  CatOy 
Sy^ax  has  fome  Sentiments  of  near  the  iame 
nature,  which  I  vcntur'd  to  fpeak,  as  I  ioia-i 
gin'd  Kym/ion  would  have  done,  had  he  been 
then .  liviog  to  have  ftood  in  the  iame  Cfaarac- 
txx.  Mr.  Addifon,  who  had  ibmethiiig  of 
Mr.  Booth's  Diffidence,  at  the  Rehear&l  of  bit 
play,  after  it ,  was  afled,  came  into  my  Opi- 
.<  ...  nion, 
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nion,  and  own'd,  that  even  Tragedy,  on  fuch 
particular  Occafions,  might  admit  of  a  Laugh 
of  jip^fAetim.  In  Stake^ar  Inftances  of 
than  are  frequent,  as  in  Maciietb,  HoiJpVi. 
Richard  the  Third,  and  &rry  the  Eighth,  all 
which  Characters,  tho'  of  a  tragical  Caft,  havo 
fometimes  familiar  Strokes  in  them»  io  highly 
natural  to  each  particular  Difpofition,  that  it 
is  impoflible  not  to  be  tranfported  into  an  ho- 
ned: Laughter  at  them :  And  thefe  are  thole 
happy  Liberties,  which  tho'  few  Authors  are, 
qoalify'd  to  take,  yet  when  juftly  taken,  may 
challenge  a  Place  among  their  greatcft  Beau- 
ties. Now  whether  Dryden  in  ius  Moraf,  fe- 
liciter  j4udet,~-~-or  may  be  allow'd  the  Happi- 
Def«  of  having  hit  his  Mark,  feenvs  not  ne- 
ccflary  to  be  determin'd  by  the  A£tor ;  whole 
Bofincfs,  fure,  is  to  make  the  beft  of  his  Au- 
thor's Intention,  as  in  this  Part  Kynaflm  did» 
doubtlefe  not  without  Dryden'%  Approbation. 
For  thefe  Reafons  then,  I  thought  my  good 
Friend,  Mr.  haotb  (who  certainly  had  many 
Excellencies)  carried  his  Reverence  for  the 
Bofltin  too  far,  in  not  following  the  bold 
Flights  of  the  Author  with  that  Wantonneis 
of  Spirit  which  the  Nature  of  thofe  Senti- 
ments demanded:  For  Example  !  Morathsv-, 
ing  a  aiminal  PafTion  for  Indamord,  promifes, 
at  her  Requeft,  for  one  Day,  to  fpare  the  Life 
of  her  Lover  Aurenge^Zebe :  But  not  chtifing 
to  naake  known  the  real  Motive  of  his  Mercy, 
when  Nmrmabal  £iys  to  him, 

;        H4  TwiW 
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^Twill  net  befafeto  let  bim  Svefin:B^i  l.^  . 
Afirdf  iUeoces  ber  with  this  faeraiial  ;£i5cdiH 
montade^ 

riidci^i,  ft)  jhew  my  jlrhitrary  P&wer.  ■ 
J^/um  tenrath  ?  It  was  impoflible  not  to  laugh, 
and  reafonably  too,  when  this  Line  came  out 
of  the  Mouth  of  Kyna/lon,  with  the  ftern, 
and  haughty  Look  that  attended  it.  But  above 
this  tyrannical,  tumid  Superiority  of  Charac- 
ter, there  is  a  grave,  and  rational  Majefty  iiV 
iSbakeJpear's  Harry  ike  Fourth,  which  tho'  not 
Co  glaring  to  the  vulgar  Eye,  requires  thrice 
the  Skill,  and  Grace  to  become,  and  fupportJ 
Of  this  real  Majefty  Kyjiaflon  was  entirely 
IVIafter ;  here  every  Sentiment  came  from  him, 
as  if  it  had  been  his  own,  as  if  he  had  him- 
felf,  that  inftant,  conceiv'd  it,  as  if  he  had  loft 
the  Player,  and  were  the  real  King  he  perfo-- 
nated !  a  Perfedion  fo  rarely  found,  that  very 
often  in  Adors  of  gond  Repute,  a  certain  Va- 
cancy of  Look,  Inanity  of  Voice,  or  fuperflu-^ 
ous  Gcfture,  fliall  unmaflc  the  Man,  to  the 
judicious  Spedtator  J  who  from  the  leaft  of 
thdfe  Errors  plainly  fees,  the  whole  but  a  Lef- 
Ibn' given  him,  to  be  got  by  Heart,  from  fomc 
great  Author,  whofe  Senfe  is  deeper  than  the 
Repeater's  Under  {landing.  This  true  Majefty 
KynaJIon  had  to  entire  a  Command  of,  that' 
%Vhcn  he  whifper'dthc  following  plain  line  to 

'  ScTid  as  your  Priforurs,  or  you*ll  h«ar  of  it  t 
I  He 
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He  conKy'd  a  more  tenible  Menace  in.  it  than 
the  Itfa&ftlriterripci'ance  of  Voice  coald  fwell 
td;;.^  ^ttccthe  b^ Imitetoc bewme,  forwitb- 
out  the  Look,  and  joft  Elocution  that  wiulcdm 
k,  an  AtteiD|it  of  .tbe^iamc  nature  may  &U  to 

DOthJOg. 

But  the  Dignity  of  this  Charaaer  appcar'd 
in  Kynafton  Am  more  (hining,  in  the  private 
Scene  betwceu  the  King,  and  Pfince  his  Son  : 
There  you  faw  Majefty,  in  that  fort  of  Grie^" 
wbich  only  Majefty  could  feel  I  there  the  pa- 
ternal Concern,  fw  the  Errors  of  the  Son, 
made  the  Monarch  more  rever'd,  and  dreaded : 
His  Reproaches  fo  juft,  yet  fo  unmix'd  with 
Anger  (and  therefore  the  more  piercing)  open- 
ing as  it  were  the  Arms  of  Nature^  with  a  fe- 
crct  Wi(h,  that  filial  Duty,  and  Penitence  a- 
wak'd,  might  &U  into  them  with  Grace  and 
Honour.  In  this  a%£ting  Scene  I  thought 
Kynalim  (hew'd  his  moft  mafterly  Strokes  of 
Nature ;  expreffing  all  the  various  Motions  of 
the  Heart,  with  the  fame  Force,  Dignity,  and 
Feeling  they  are  written  ;  adding  to  the  whole» 
that  peculiar,  and  becoming  Grace,  which  the 
beft  Writer  cannot  infpire  into  any  Aflor,  that 
is  not  born  with  it.  \yhat  made  the  Merit 
of  this  Aflor,  and  that  of  Betterton  more  fur- 
prizing,  was,  that  though  they  both  obferv'd 
the  Ri^es  of  TroU),  and  Nature,  they  were 
each  as  different  in  their  manner  of  acting,  as 
in  their  perfonal  Form,  find  Features.  Buc 
Kynafim  ftaid  too  long  upon  the  Stage,  till 
his  Memory  and  Spirit  began  W  fin  him.  I 
IbaU 
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ffaall  not  thaeforc  fay  any  thing  of  his  Tmper- 
&£tion6,  which,  at  that  time,  wete  vifibly  not 
his  own,,  but  tbeBifedts  of  decaying  Nature. 

Mofifur/,  a  younger  Man  by  twenty  Years, 
and  at  this  time  in  his  highcA  Reputation,  was 
an  Adlor  of  a  very  different  Style :  Of  Pcrlon' 
he  was  tall,  well  made,  fair,  and  of  an  agre»- 
able  Afpe^t :  Bis  Voice  clew,  full,  and  melo^ 
dious :  In  Tragedy  he  was  the  moft  affeifling- 
Lover  within  my  Memory.  His  Addrefles  had 
a  reliftlefs Recommendation  from  the  vwyToDt 
of  his  Voice,  which  gave  his  Words  fuch  Soft- 
iwfe,  that,  z^Drydmhys^ 

Like  'Flakes  of  feather' d  Saow, 

2^fy  iTieUcd  as  they  fell ! 

All  this  he  particularly  verify'd  in  that  Scene 
of  Alexander,  where  the  ^eroe  throws  him-> 
felf  at  the  Feet  of  Statira  for  Pardon  of  his 
paft  Infidelities.  There  we  law  the  Great,  the 
TTender,  the  Penitent,  the  Defparing,  the 
Tranfported,  and  the  Amiable,  in  the  higheft 
Perfeilion,  In  Comedy,  he  gave  the  trueft 
Life  to  what  we  call  the  Fine  Gentleman ;  his 
Spirit  Ihone  the  brighter  for  being  p(^iih'd 
with  Decency :  In  Scenes  of  Gaiety,  he  never 
l^okc  into  the  Regard,  that  was  due  to  the 
If  refence  of  equal,  or  fuperior  Charadlers,  tho* 
inferior  Adtgrs  play'd  them  ;  he  fill'd  the 
Stage,  not  by  elbowing,  and  croffing  it  before 
Others,  or  difconc^rting  their  A-Sion,  but  by 
forpaiTuig  the^i,  .in  tcuewrf:nafterly  Touches-, 

of 
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of  NaniKs.  H«  never  laugh'd  at  his  own  Jeft.  i 
unlefs  the  Point  of  his  lUiilery  upon  another 
requiE'd  it.-t-Hc  had  a  particular  Talent,  liv 
giving  Life  to  hm  Mots  and  Reparteei :  The 
Wit  of  the  Poet  fcan'd  always  to  come  from 
hjpp  nctempore,  and  fliarpen'd  into  more  Wit, 
from  his  brillant  manner  of  delivering  it ;  he 
bad  himfclf  a  good  Share  of  it,  or  what  is 
equal  to  it,  lib  lively  a  PIcafantnefs  of  Hu- 
mour, that  when  either  of  theft  fell  into  his 
Hands  upon  the  Stage,  he  wantoned  with- 
them,  to  the  higheft  Delight  of  his  Auditors; 
The  agreeabU  was  fo  natural  to  him,  that  even 
in  that  diflblute  Charader  of  the  Rover  he', 
feem'd  to  wafh  off  the  Guilt  from  Vice,  and 
gave  it_  Charms  and  Merit.  For  tho' it  may; 
be  a  Reproach  to  the  Poet,  to  draw  fuch  Cha~ 
rafters,  not ,  only  unpunifh'd,  but  rewarded  1, 
tho  Ador  may  ftill  be  allow*d  his  duo  Fraife 
in  his  excellent  Performance.  And  this  is  a 
Diftinftion  which,  when  this  Comedy  was 
aSed  at  JVbitebail,  King  fVilUam's  QufeCR 
Afiiry  was  pl^as'd  to  make  in  favour  of  Man- 
fort^  notwithftpnding  her  EWapprobition  of 
ihePlay. 

He  had  befides  all  this,  a  Variety  in  bisGe-» 
nias,  which  few  capital  Aftors  have  fhewn* 
or  perhaps  hftve  thought  it  any  Addition  to 
(hcff  Merit  to  arrive  atj  he  could  entirely 
change  himfclf;  could  at  once  throw  off  th? 
Man  of  Senfe,  for  the  brijk,  vain,  rod^'  and 
lively  Coxcomb,  the  falfe,  feihy  Pretender  to 
Wir,  and  iht  Dupe  pf  his  own  Sufiiclerfcv  t 
■  Of 
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Of  thi$  he  gave  a  delightfbl  loftancc  in  the 
Charaflcr  of  Sparkijh  in  Wycberly'%  Country 
Wife.  In  that  of  Sir  Courlk/  Nice  his  Excel- 
lence was  Hill  greater :  There  his  whole  Man, 
Voice,  Mein, .  and  Gefturc,  was  no  longer 
Mmforty  but  another  Pcrfon.  There,  the  in- 
i]pia,  fcft  Civility,  the  elegant,  and  formal 
Mien ;  the  drawling  Delicacy  of  Voice,  the 
ftately  Flatnefs  of  his  Addrefs,  and  the  empty 
Eminence  of  his  Attitudes  were  lo  nicely  ol>- 
ierv'd  and  guarded  by  him,  that  had  he  not 
been  an  intire  Mafter  of  Nature,  had  he  not 
kept  his  Judgment,  as  it  were,  a  Cendnel  upon 
himfelf,  not  to  admit  the  leaft  Likenofs  of 
what  he  us'd  to  be,  to  enter  into  any  Part  of 
his  Performance,  he  could  not  pofiibly  have  fo 
completely  finifli'd  it.  If,  fome  Years  after 
the  Death  of  J^^mfortt  I  myfelf  had  any  Soc- 
ceia,  in  either  of  thefe  Charaders,  I  mufl  pay 
the  Debt,  I  owe  to  his  Memory,  in  confeffing 
the  Advantages  I  receiv'd  from  the  juil  Idea, 
and  flrong  Impreflion  he  had  given  me,  from 
{us  adling  them.  Had  he  been  remember'd, 
when  I  firil  attempted  them,  my  Defo^ 
would  have  been  more  eafily  difcover'd,  and 
confequently  my  favourable  Reception  in  them, 
muft  have  been  very  much,  and  juftly  abated. 
If  it  could  be  remembred  how  much  be  had 
the  Advantage  of  me,  in  Voice  and  Pcrfon,  I 
could  not,  here,  be  fulpe£ted  of  an  a&£ted 
Modefty,  or  of  over-valuing  his  Excellence ; 
For  be  fung  a  clear  Coiinter-tenour,  and  had  a 
mdodious,  warbling  Thro^,  which  could  not 
but 
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But  fit  off-  the  laft'  Sciene  of  «r  Ourffy  with. 
a^' uncommon  Hajifanefs;  which  1,  das! 
ccAjlHonly  ftrugglc  rfiro',  with  the  feint  Er- 
ctife^,  ahd  real  Confidence  of  a  fine  Singer,  uor 
d&  the  ImpdlofKoh  of  a  fbign'd  and  fcreaih* 
ihg  Treble,  which  at  beft  coald  only  fbeit 
you  what  I,  would  have  done,  had  Nature  been 
mdrc  fevourable  to  me.  : 

This  excellent  Aftor  was  cut  otf  by  a  tragic  ■ 
cal  Death,  in  the  33d  Year  of  his  Age,  gene^ 
rally  lamented  by  his  Friends,  and  all  Lover$ 
of  the  Theatre.  The  particular  Accidents  "that 
attended  his  Fall,  are  to  be  found  at  large  io 
the  Trial  of  the  Lord  Mobun,  printed  amon^ 
thofe  of  the  State,  in  Folio. 
■  jiCT^ftri^  might  properly  be  term'd  the  ly/^^- 
Jrt/tf  of  the  Theatre,  an  excellent  Aftor  in  dis- 
agreeable Charafters :  For  as  the  chief  Pieces 
6f  that  femous  Painter  were  of  human  Na- 
ttiTt  in  Pain  and  Agony ;  fo  Sandford,  npoii 
the  6tqgc,  was  generally  as  flagitious  as  a  CW* 
Dff,  a  Maligni,  an  lago,  or  a  Macbiavii,  couM 
make  him.  The  Painter,  'tis  true,  from  the 
Fire  of  his  Genius  might  thJnk  the  quiet  Ob- 
je^  of  Nature  too  tame  for  his  Pencil,  and 
dierefore  chofe  to  indulge  it  in  its  fall  Power, 
Upon  thofe  of  Violence  and  Horror:  But  pooc 
Satidford  was  not  the  Stage-Villain  by  Choice, 
but  from  Neceflity;  for  having  a  low  and 
crooked  Perlbn,  fuch  bodily  Dc&db  were  too 
flrong  to  be  wimitted  into  great,  or  amiable 
Chfuu^srs  J  io  that  whenever,  in  any  new  or 
^CTtved  Play,  there  was  a  hateful  or  mifchics 
vou» 
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voiu  Pcrfon,  Simdfotd  was  Tore  to  hare  no 
Cbmpetitar  for  it :  Nor  indeed  (as  we  are  not 
to  ia^^z  a  V  illaki,  or  Traittv  can  be  ihewn' 
for  ocir  Imitation,  or  not  for  our  Abhorencc^) 
can  it  be  doobred,  but  the  left  comely  the 
Aftor's  Pcrfon,  the  fitter  he  may  be  to  perform 
them.  The  SpCiftatbr  too,  by  not  being  mifkA 
by  a  tempting  Form,  may  be  Itfe  inclin'd  to 
excufe  the  wicked  6r  immoral  Views  or  Senti- 
menis  of  them,  And  ^ugh  the  hard  Fate 
d£  an  Oedipus,  might  naturally  give  the  Hu^ 
manity  of  an  Audience  thrice  the  Pleafure  that 
could  arife  from  the  wilful  Wickednefs  of  the 
beft  afted  Qreorii  yet  who  could  fay  that  Satid^ 
ford]  in  fuch  a  Part,  was  not  Mafter  of  as  true 
dnd  jull  Albion,  as  the  be{%  Tragedian  could 
be,  whofe  happier  Perfon  had  fecommended 
him  to  the  virtuous  Heroe,  or  any  other  m6r« 
pleating  Favcxirite  of  the  Imagination  f  In  this 
di&dvantageous  Light,  rhcn,  flood  Sandford,  as 
an  AftM-;  adrtiir'd  1^  the  Judicioos,  w^ile  the 
Crowd  only  prais'd  him  by  their  Prejudice. 
And  fo  unufual  had  it  been  to  fee  Sandford  an 
^innocent  Man  in  a  Play,  that  whenever  he  was 
fo,  the  Spectators  would  hardly  give  him  cre- 
dit in  fogrofs  an  Improbability.  Let  me  give 
you' an  odd  Inftance  of  it,  which  I  heard  iWwr- 
Jtrt  fay  was  a  real  Faft.  A  new  Play  (the 
Name  erf"  it  I  have  forgot)  was  brought  upc^ 
the  Stage,  wherein  Sandford  happsn-'d  to  pcr^ 
form  the  Part  of  an  honeil  Statefman  :  The 
Pit,  after  they  had  fate  three  or  four  A<Ss,  irt 
a  quiet  Expe^tion,.  that  ^  well-diilfrmb)^ 
Hone  Ay 
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Honmy  of  Sartdftrd  (for  focb  of  edwfc  Ulatj 
eoodudcd  it)  would  fooo  be  ditcovcT'd^  or  «t 
Icai^,  irom  its  Secvity,  iavolvc  the  A£tors  in 
the  Plaf,  in  foaic  fuiprizing  Dyirefs  or  Cod- 
fbfioD,  which,  m^c  rai&,  and  anknate  the 
Scenes  to  come.;  when,  at  \iik,  finding  noiach 
matter,  but  that  the  Catallropfae  had  taken  quitt 
anotha'  Tti£n>  and  that  San^ord  was  really^  aa 
hcHieft  Man  to  the  end  of  the  Play,  they  ^- 
ly  damn'd  it,  as  if  tha  Author  had  ioipos'd 
upon  them  die  moft  ftontldis  or  incredible  Ab» 
fiir^ty. 

It  is  not  improbable,  Jxit  that  from .  Saad- 
ford'z  io  mailerly  pertonadng  Charaaers  vt 
Gailt,  the  inferior  A^rs  mi^t  think  his  Sue- 
cefs  chiefly  owing  to  the  Defies  of  his  Peiv 
fan ;  and  frtan .  thence  might  take  occafion, 
whenever  diey  a{]peac'd-  as  Bravo's,  ec  Mor- 
tiberers,  to  make  thend^ffi  ai  frightful  vcA 
as  inlwman  Figures,  as  polGble.  In  King 
Cbarles'^tane^  this  low  SkJU  was  carry'd  to 
fiich  an  Extravagsoce,  that  the  King  himfidf, 
who  was  black-brow'dj  and  of  a  fwartfay 
Complexion,  pais'd  a  pleafeot  Remark,  upoa 
bis  c^^tving  the  grim.  Looks  of  the  Mnrthciv 
ers  in  Mackhetb;  when,  tumoig  to  his  Pev* 
f^,  in  the  Bccc  about  him.  Prey,  ivbai  is  tie 
Meaning,  ^d.  he,  tikii  or  .rtever  fee  a  Ht^ae 
ill  a  Pia^,  iwt^  Godsfifiy  tbey  aiways  ckp  bim 
on  a  hiack  P&rrimg  t  vken:,  it  is  well  immrt, 
erte  of  the  ^aOtji  Ri^et  in  England  akur^ 
wars  a  fair  mt  f  Now,  whether  or  ijo 
Dr.  OattSy  ttttbat tim^  wore  fait  own  Hair^ 
I  I 
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I  cannot  be  pofitive :  Or>  if  his  Majcfty  pcunte^ 
at  fome  grciter  Man,  then  out  of  Powa.  I 
leave  thofe  to  guels  at  him,  who,  may  yet, 
remnnber  the  changing  Complexion  of  his 
Minifters.  This  Story  1  bad  from  Betterton, 
who  was  a  Man  of  Veracity  ;  And,  I  confefe, 
I  fliould  have  thought  the  King's  Obfcrvation 
a  very  juil  one,  though  he  himlelf  had  beoi 
fair  as  Adonis.  "iHot  can  I,  in  this  Queilion, 
help  voting  with  the  Court ;  for  were  it  not 
too  grofe  a  Weakncls  to  employ,  in  wicked 
Birpofcs,  Men,  whole  very  fufpcdtcd  Looks 
might  be  enough  to  betray  them  F  Ot  are  we 
to  fuppofe  it  unnatural,  that  a  Murtha  Ihould 
he  thoroughly  committed  out  of  an  old  red 
Coat,  and  a  black  Perriwig } 

For  my  own  part,  I  profefs  my&lf  to  have 
been  an  Admirer  of  Sandfordy  and  have  often 
lamented,  that  his  mafterly  Performance  could 
not  be  rewarded  ^th  that  Applaufe,  which  I 
&w  much  inferior  Adors  met  with,  merely 
becaale  they  ilood  in  more  laudable  Charac- 
ters. For,  tho*  it  may  be  a  Merit  in  an  Au- 
ilience,  to  applaud  Sentiments  of  Virtue  and 
Honour }  yet  there  feems  to  be  an  equal  ju- 
ftice,  that  no  Dillindion  ihould  be  made,  as 
to  the  Excellence  of  an  A^dt,  whether  in  a 
good  or  evil  Charafter  j  fincc  neither  the  Vice, 
nor  the  Virtue  of  it,  is  his  own,  but  given 
him  by  the  Poet :  Therefore,  why  is  not  the 
h&xx  who  fhines  in  either,  equally  commen- 
dable }- No,  Sir  I  this  may  be  Reaibn,  but 

that  is  not  always,  a-  Rtite  with  u&j  the  Spec- 
tator 
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Pii9f!.^)^\  tfH  jtflu,  tM  whflfl  Virweisai*- 
pl^ded,:  he  ^ves  part  of  it  t^  himfelft  be?. 
qafl^  hi^  Applaufe  at  the  fame  time,  lets 
pthecs  about  huu  ice,  that  he  hioirdf  atkovep 
ic  But  when  a  wicked  AAion  is  goi»g  W 
watd ;  vhen  an  Jago  is  meditating  Revenge 
and.  Mifchief ;  tho'  Art  and  NjUure  tmy  be 
cqualty.  ihong  in  the  A&ot,  the  ^Ctaier  is 
fhy  ctf  his  Applaufe,  left  be  (hou)d>  in  ioB^t 
fort,  be.look'd  upon  as  an  Aider  or  an  Abettor 
<^ the  Wickednefs  in  view;  and  thereftve  ro» 
ther  chu&s  to  rob  the  Aiftor  of  the  Praiie  he 
tmy  intrit,  than  give  it  him  in  a  Chanufler, 
which  he  would  tmve  you  fee  his  Silence  mo- 
desty difcourages.  From  the  lame  fond  Frin- 
cipk)  many  Adtors.have  made,  it  a  PcMnt  to  be. 
ifeot  in  Parts  fometunea,  even  flatly  written, 
only  becaufe  they  ftood  in  the  &vounibte  Light 
of.  Honour  and  Virtue. 

J  btve  formerly  known  an  Atftreis  cany  this 
Theatrical  Prudery  to  fuch  a  height,  that  ihfi 
vvtH,  v«ry  near,  keeping  herfclf  chaile  by  it : 
Her  Fondnds  for  Virtue  on  the  Stage,  fhe  be- 
pa  t9.  think,  might  perfuade  the  World,  that 
it  had  made  an  lmpre0ion  on  her  private  Life  s 
■od  the  Appearances  of  it  aftually  went  fo  far, 
that,  ia  an  Epilogue  to  an  obfcure  Play,  tho 
^r<^  of  which  were  given  to  her,  and  where- 
in 0)e  a^ed  a  Part  of  impregnable  Chaftity, 
ihe  befpoke  the  Favour  of  the  Ladies  by  a  Fro- 
teftatioo,  that  in  Honour  of  their  Goodaeft 
and  Virtue,  Ihe  would  dedicate  her  unblemjih'd 
Li£^  to  their  Example.  Part  of  this  VelUl 
I  Vow, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 


114.  Ibe  L  I  F  E  of 

Vow,  I  remembor,  vras  con^dn'd  in  the  fi^ 

lowing  Verfc : 

Study  to  live  the  Cbara^er  I  play. 

But  alas !  how  weak  are  the  ftrongeH:  Works 
oi  Art,  when  Nature  beiieges  it  ?  for  though 
this  good  Creature  fo  &r  held  out  her  Di{biite 
to  Mankind,  that  they  could  never  reduce  her 
to  marry  any  one  of 'em;  yet  we  muft  own  the 
grew,  like  Cafar^  greater  by  her  Fall  I  Her 
firil  heroick  Motive,  to  a  Surrender,  was  to 
&ve  the  life  of  a  Lover,  who,  in  his  Defpur, 
bad  vow'd  to  deflroy  himfelf,  with  which  Ad 
of  Mercy  (in  a  jealous  Difpate  ona,  in  my 
Hearing)  me  was  provoked  to  reproach  him  in 
thefc  very  Wcwdsj  J^iUan  I  did  not  I  faveyour 
Life  f  The  generous  Lover,  in  return  to  th^  • 
£r(l  tender  Obligation,  gave  Li&  to  her  I<1rft- 
born,  and  that  pious  Oaring  has,  finoe, 
railed  to  her  Memory,  leveral  innocent  Grand- 
children. 

So  th^t,  as  we  lee,  it  is  not  the  Hood,  that 
makes  the  Mtmk,  nor  the  Veil  the  Veftal }  I 
am  apt  to  think,  that  if  the  perfonal  Morals  of 
an  A£tor,  were  to  be  weighed  by  his  Appearance 
on  the  St^e,  the  Advantage  and  Favour  (if 
any  were  due  to  either  fide)  might  rather  in- 
cline to  the  Tnutor,  than  tfae  Heroe,  to  the 
,Semprimitts,  than  the  Cato }  or  to  the  Sypbast^ 
than  the  JidMt :  BecauTe  no  Man  can  naturally 
deiire  to  cover  his  Honefty  with  a  wicked  Ap- 
pearance }  but  an  ill  Man  might  pflibly  in- 
cline to  cover  his  Guilt  with  the  Appearance  of 
Virtue, 
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Virtoc,  which  was  the  Cafe  of  the  frail  Fair 
One,  now  mentioned,  But  be  this  Queftion 
decided  as  it  may,  Sandford  always  appcar'd  to 
me  the  honefter  Man,  in  proportion  to  the  Spi- 
rit wherewith  he  expoled  the  wicked,  and  im- 
moral Characters  he  adtod:  Fcr  had  bis  Heart 
been  unfound,  or  tainted  with  the  leaft  Guilt 
.  of  them,  his  Conscience  muft,  in  fpite  of  him, 
in  any  too  near  a  Refemblance  of  himlelf,  have 
been  a  Check  upon  the  Vivacity  of  hia  Adtion. 
Sandford,  therefore,  might  be  faid  to  have 
contributed  his  equal  Share,  with  the  foremoft  , 
Adors,  to  'the  true  and  kudable  Ufe  of  the 
Stage:  And  in  this  Light  too,  of  being  fo  fre- 
quently the  Objcdl  of  commcm  DiftaAe,  we 
may  honeftly  ftile  him  a  Theatrical  Martyr,  ■ 
to  Poetical  Juftice :  For  lo  making  Vice  odious, 
or  Virtue  amiable,  where  does  the  Merit  dif- 
ier  F  To  hate  the  one,  <x  love  the  other,  arc 
but  leading  Steps  to  the  iame  Temple  of  Fatne, 
tho'  at  ditFerent  Poruk 

This  A£t(^,  in  his  manner  of  Speaking,  va* 
ried  very  much  from  thofe  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. His  Voice  had  an  acute  and  piercing 
Tone,  which  ftriick  every  Syliai^  of  his  Words 
diAin^ly  upon  the  Ear.  He  had  likewlfe  a 
peculiar  Skill  in  his  L.ook  of  marking  out  to 
an  Audience  whatever  he  jadg'd  worth  their 
mem  than  ordinary  Notice.  When  he  delj- 
ver'd  a  Command,  he  would  fometimes  give  it 
mme  Force,  by  fccming  to  flight  the  OmameDt  ■ 
of  Harmony.  In  Dryderf%  Plays  of  Rhime, 
be  as  little  as  poflible  gl,utted  the  Ear  with  the 
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Jingtc  of  it,  rather  chufiilg^  wheh  the  Senfe 
\rould  permit  him,  to  lofe  it,  than  to  value  it. 

Had  Smdjord  liv'd  in  Sbakefptar'%  Time,  I 
am  confident  his  Judgment  muft  have  chofe 
him,  above  all  other  Aftors,  to  haVc  play'd 
his  Richard  the  Tbird :  I  leave  his  Pcrfon  out 
of  the  Queftipn,  vphich,  the'  naturally  made 
for  it,  yet  that  would  have  been  the  lead  Part 
of  his  Recommendation)  iStfA^^^/ had  Wronger 
Claims  to  it ;  he  had  fomctimes  an  uncouth 
Statelinefs  in  his  Motion,  a  harfh  and  fullen 
Pride  of  Speech,  a  meditating  Brow,  a  ftem 
Afpeftj  occafionally  changing  into  an  atmoft 
ludicrous  Triumph  over  all  Goodnefs  and  Vir- 
tue: From  thence  felling  into  the  moftaffwa- 
five  Gcntlenefs,  and  foothing  Candour  of  a 
defigning  Heart.  Thefc,  I  fey,  muft  have  pre- 
ferr'd  him  to  it ;  thcfe  would  have  been  Co- 
lours fo  cflentially  ftiining  in  that  Charader, 
that  it  wilt  be  no  Difpraife  tO  that  great  Au- 
thor, to  fay,  Sandford  muft  have  ihewn  as 
tnany  mafterly  Strokes  in  it  (had  he  ever  afted 
'.  it)  as  are  vifible  in  the  Writing  it. 

When  I  firft  brought  Richard  theTbtrd  (with 
fuch  Alterations.,  as  I  thought  not  improperj  to 
the  Stage,  Sandford  was  engaged  in  the  Com- 
pany then  a^ng  under  King  /^//rom's  Licence 
in  Lincoln' s-Inn-Fields  i  otherwift  you  cannot 
but  fuppofe  my  Intcrcft  muft  have  oflfer'd  him 
thaC  Part.  What  encouraged  me,  therefore, 
to  attempt  it  myfelf  at  the  ^beatre-Royal,  vtzs^ 
that  I  imagined  I  knew  how  Sandford  would 
have  fpoken  every  Line  of  it :  If  therefore,  in 
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any  Part  of  it,  I  fucceeded,  let  the  Merit  be 
given  to  him  :  And  how  Br  I  fucceeded  in  that 
Light,  thofe  only  can  be  Judges  who  remember 
him.  In  cwdcr,  therefore,  to  give  you  a  nearer 
Idea  of  Sendford^  you  muil  give  me  leave 
(compell'd  as  I  am  to  bo  vain)  to  tell  you,  that 
the  late  Sir  John  Fanbrugb,  who  was  an  Ad- 
mirer of  Sanaford,  after  be  had  fecn  me  aft  it, 
alTur'd  me,  That  he  never  knew  any  one  Aftor 
£>  particularly  profit  by  another,  as  I  had  done 
by  Sandford'm  Ricb^d  tbe  Ibird:  Tou  havef 
laid  he,  his  very  Look,  Gefture,  Gatt,  Speech, 
and  every  Motion  of  bittty  and  have  6arrcvidtbem 
allj  only  to  jerue  you  in  that  CbaraBer,  If 
therefore  Sir  John  Vanbru^b's  Obfcryation  was 
juft,  they  w  ho  remember  me  in  Richard  tbt 
Third,  may  have  a  nearer  Conception  of  Sandf. 
ftrd,  thap  from  all  the  critical  Account  I  can 
give  of  him. 

I  come  now  to  thofe  other  Men  hSton,  who, 
at  this  time,  were  ^ually  famous  in  the  lower 
Life  of  Comedy.  But  I  find  myfelf  more  at  a 
lofs  to  give  you  .them,  in  their  tru«  and  pro- 
per Light,  than  thofe  I  have  already  fet  before 
you.  Why  the  Tragedian  warms  us  into  Joy, 
or  Admiration,  or  fets  our  Eyes  on  flow  with 
Pity,  we  can  cafily  explain  to  another's  Appre- 
henfion :  But  it  may  fometimes  puzzle  the 
graved  Spoliator  tp  account  for  that  i^miliar 
Violence  of  Laught^,  that  fhall  feize  him,  at 
httic  particular  Strokes  of  a  true  Comedian. 
How  then  ihall  I  defcribe  what  a  better  Judge 
plight  pot  bp  able  to  pxprcls  f  The  Rules  to 
'pleafe 
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pleafe  the  Fancy  cannot  £>  ealJly  be  laid  down, 
as  thoCe  that  ought  to  govern  the  Ju<^ment. 
The  Decency  too,  that  muft  be  obferved  in 
Tragedy,  reduces,  by  the  manner  of  fpeaking 
it,  one  Aflor  to  be  much  more  like  another, 
than  they  can  or  need  be  fuppofed  to  be  in 
Comedy :  There  ihe  Laws  of  Aftion  give  them 
fuch  free,  and  almoft  unlimited  Liberties,  to 
play  and  wanton  with  Nature,  that  the  Voice, 
Look,  and  Gedure  of  a  Comedian  may  be  as 
various,  as  the  Manners  and  Faces  of  the  whole 
Mankind  arc  different  from  one  another.  Tbefe 
are  the  Difiiculties  1  lie  under.  Where  I  want 
Words,  therefore,  to  dcfcribe  what  I  may  com- 
mend, 1  can  only  h<^  you  will  give  credit  to 
my  C^inion :  And  diis  Credit  I  fliall  moft  ' 
ftand  in  need  of,  when  I  tell  you,  that 

Nokes  was  an  A£tor  of  a  quite  diiferenc  Ge- 
nius from  any  I  have  ever  read,  heard  of,  or 
^n,  fince  or  before  his  Time ;  and  yet  his 
general  Excellence  may  be  comprehended  in 
one  Article,  viz.  a  plain  and  palpable  Smpli- 
city  of  Nature)  which  was  fo  utterly  his  bwn, 
that  he  was  often  as  unaccountably  diverting 
in  his  common  Speech,  as  on  the  Stage.  I  faw 
him  once,  giving  an  Account  rf  feme  Table- 
talk,  to  another  hOxic  behind  the  Scenes,  which, 
a  Man  of  Quality  accidentally  liftening  to,  was 
fo  deceived  by  his  Manner,  that  he  ask'd  him, 
if  that  was  a  new  Play,  he  was  fehearfing  ?  It 
feems  almoft  amadng,  diat  this  Simplkity,  fo 
eafy  to  NekeSy  fiiould  never  be  caught  by  any 
one  of  his  Succeflbrs.  Leigb  and  Underbil 
have 
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bave  been  well  copied,  tho*  not  equall'd  by 
ethers.  Bat  not  all  the  mimical  Skill  of  Eft^ 
cwrt  (&m'd  as  he  was  for  it)  tho'  he  had  often 
&en  Noies,  could  (carce  give  us  an  Idea  of  him. 
After-  this  perhaps  it  will  be  &ying  lefs  of  him, 
when  I  own,  that  though  I  have  ftill  the  Sounds 
of  every  Line  he  ipckej  in  my  Ear,  (which 
Qs'd  not  to  be  thought  a  bad  one)  yet  I  have 
(^n  try*d,  by  myfdf,  but  in  vain,  to  reach 
the  kaft  diftant  lAenels  of  the  Fis  Comica  of 
Noht.  Though  this  may  leem  little  to  his 
Fraile,  it  may  be  negatively  iayuig  a  good  deal 
to  it,  becaufe  I  have  never  feen  any  one  A£tor> 
except  him&lf,  whom  J  could  not,  at  lead  io 
£u-  imiitate,  as  to  give  you  a  more  than  toler- 
able Notion  of  his  manner.  But  Noke$  was 
fo  lingular  a  Species,  and  was  fo  form'd  by  Na- 
ture for  the  Stage,  that  I  queftion  if  (beyond 
the  trouble  of  getting  Words  by  Heart)  it  ever 
coft  him  an  Hour's  Labour  to  arrive  at  that 
h%h  Reputation  he  had,  and  deiervod. 

The  Chanu^iers  be  particularly  flione  io, 
woe  Sir  Martin  Marr-al^  G<mez  in  the  Spanijb 
FrUa-f  Sir  Nicboias  CuJJy  in  J^ove  in  a  Tui,  Bar- 
ttaby  Brittle  In  the  JVanton  Wife^  Sir  D<ray 
DiMCe  in  x\iR. Solder's  Fortum^  S<^  in  -4»i- 
fbytrion^  &c.  6cc.  Sec.  To  tell  you  how  he  adted 
thiem  is  beyond  the  reach  of  Criticifm  :  -Bur, 
to  tell  you  what  E^£t  his  MHon  had  upon 
the  Spa^ator,  is  not  impofGble :  This  then  is 
all  you  will  eiped  from  me,  and  from  hence 
1  maH  leave  yoa  to  guei^  at  him. 

-  I4  He 
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He  fcarce  ever  ipade  his  firft  .Entrance  in  a 
Pky,  but  he  was  received  with  an  invc^crotiuy 
Applaufe,  not  of  Hands  only,  for  thofe  may 
be,  and  'have  often  been  partially  proflitDted, 
and  befpoken  j  but  by  a  General  Laughter, 
which  the  very  Sight  of  him  provoked,  and 
Nature  could  not  refill ;  yet  the  louder  the. 
Laugh  the  graver  was  his  Look  upon  tt  i  and 
fare,  the  ridiculous  Solemnity  of  his  Features 
wereenough  to  have  feta whole BcnchofBiQiops 
into  a  Titter,  cou'd  he  have  been  honour'd 
(may  it  be  no  Oiience  b>  fuppofe  it]  with  fudi 
grave  and  right  reverend  Auditors.  In  the  lut 
dicrous  Diftrcfles,  which  by  the  Laws  of  Come-" 
dy.  Folly  is  often  involv'd  in ;  he  funk  into 
fuch  a  Mixture  of  piteous  Pufillahimity,  and  z 
ConAernation  fo  rufully  ridiculous  and  incon* 
folable,  that  when  he  had  fhook  you,  to  a  Fa- 
tigue of  Laughter,  it  became  a  moot  Point, 
whether  you  ought  not  to  have  pity'd  him. 
When  he  debated  any  matter  by  himfeli^  ho 
would  fhut  up  his  Mouth  with  a  dumb  ibidi* 
ous  Powt,  and  roll  his  full  Eye  into  fuch  a 
vacant  Amazement,  fuch  a  palpable  Ignorance 
of  what  to  think  of  tt,  that  his  filent  Per4 
plexity  (which  would  fometimes  bold  himib- 
veral  Minutes)  gave  your  Imagination  as  fijR 
Gmtetit,  as  the  moil  abfurd  thing  he  could  lay. 
upon  it  In  the  Charaifler  of  Sir  Martin  Merr" 
di,  who  is  always  committing  Blunders  to  the. 
Prejudice  of  his  own  Intereft,  when  he  hadf 
brought  himfelf  to  a  Dilemma  in  hie  Affairs, 
by  vainly  proceeding  upon  his  jowa  H^^ 

and 
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and  was  aftervrards  afraid  to  look  his  govern- 
ing Servant,  and  Counfcllor  in  the  Face ;  what 
a  cofMOOB,  and  diftrefsfiil  Harangue  have  I  feen 
him  make  with  his  Looks  (while  the  Hools 
has  been  in  one  continued  Roar,  forfeveial 
Mtngtes)  before  he  could  prevail  with  his 
Caarag9  to  fpeak  a  Word  to  him  !  Then  might 
yoH  have,  at  cmce,  read  in  his  Face  VexatiM^^ 
that  his  own  Me^ores,  which  be  had  piqued 
Ismfelf  upon,  had  fail'd.  fnvy'-of  his  Ser- 
vant's fuperior  Wit.  Diftrefi —  to  retrieve, 
the  Occafion  he  had  loft.  Stame*—  to  oonfefi 
his  Folly:  and  yet  a  fullen  Defire,  to  be 
reconciled  and  better  advifed,  for  dieiutnrel 
What  Tragedy  ever  fliew'd  us  fuch  a  Tumult 
of  Paflions,  rifing,  at  once,  in  one  Boibml 
<x  what  bnflcin'd  Heroe  ftanding  under  the 
Load  of  them,  could  have  more  efieftoany, 
njov'd  his  SftcQaton,  by  the  mod  pathetick 
Speech,  than  poor  milerable  Neies  did,  by  this 
ffient  Eloquence,  and  piteous  Hight  of  his 
Features  ? 

HisPdibn  was  of  the  middle  Use,  his  Voice 
clear,  and  audible;  liis  natural  Coontenaooe 
grave,  and  fober ;  •  but  the  Moment  he  fpdc^ 
the  fettled  Serioufnefs  of  his  Features  was  otter-- 
ly  dilchai^d^  and  a  dry,  drolling,  or  laugiiing 
Levity  took  fuch  full  PoHeflion  of  him,  that 
I  can  only  refer  the  Idea  of  liim  to  your  Ima* 
gination.  In  fomc  of  his  low  Charaders,  that 
became  it,  he  had  a  Oiuffiing  SliamUe  m  his 
Gait,  with  fo  contented  an  Ignorance  in  Iiis  A&- 
pe^  and  an  uikwardAbfurdi^in  hisQeffaire,: 
ttiat 
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d»at  bad  700  not  know^i  bim,  you  could  not 
have  believ'd,  that  raturally  he  could  have  bad 
a  Grain  of  comnxm  Scnfe.  In  a  Word,  I  am 
tempted  to  film  up  the  Charader  of  N(ies,  as 
i.  C(»ncdian,  in  a  Farodie  of  what  Sbaie- 
Jj^ear't  Mark  Antony  iays  of  Brutus  as  a  Hero. 

Bis  Life  uwi  Laughter,  and  the  Ludk:rous 
Stmxtt  in  bint^  that  Nature _nfigbt^Mdt^^ 

.  jhdfajf  to  aU  the  World — This  was  an  Aftor. 

■  XiMj'^  was  of  the  niierciBial  kind,  and  tljoi;^ 
ttOt  bi  &x\Gi  an  Obfcrver  of  NaDtfe^  yet  never 
ib  wMton  in  his  Perf<^qiance,  as  to  be  whoUy 
oat  (^  her  Sight.  Ii).Humour,helov*d  totakea 
Ml  Career,  but  was  careful  enoia^b  to  ilop  fliort, 
when  juft  upon  the  I^ecipice :  He  had  great 
Variety,  in  his  manner,  and  was  femous  in  very 
dtferent  Cfaaradters :  In  the  canting,  grave,  Hy* 
pocrify  of  the  Spattijb  Friar,  he  nrecht  the 
Veil,  of  Fiety.  fo.  thinly  over  him,  that  in  every 
Look,  Word,  and  Motion,  you  £iw  a  palpably 
wicked  Slynels  Hiinc  through  it — Here  be  kept 
faifi  Vivacity  demurely  confin'd,  till  <  the  [»e* 
tended  Duty  of  his  Fuodion  demanded  it; 
and  then  he  exerted  it,  with  a  choterick  iacer- 
4otal  Infolcnce.  Bat  the  Friar  is  a  Charadcr 
of  fuch  glaring.  Vice,  and  (o  fhvngly  drawQ^ 
that  a  very,  mdii&rent  Ai^ir  cannot  but  hit 
upon  the  Ivoad  JcAs,  that  are  remarkable,  io 
every  Scene  of  it.  Though  I  have  never  yet 
&en  aiiy  Mie,  that  has  fili'd  them  with  half  the 

,Tnitb,  and  Spirit  of  Leigb rLeigb  rais'^ 

the 
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the  Chara^er  as  nnich  above  the  Poet's  Imagi-' 
nation,  -as  the  CharaAer  has  Ibmetimes  rais'd- 
otber  Aftots  &b6ve  themfelres !  and  I  do  not 
doubt,  bilt  the  Poet's  Knowledge  of  Leigts 
Genius  belp'd  Wm  to  many  a  plcafant  Stroke  of 
Natare,  which  without  that  Knowledge  never 
might  have  enter'd  into  his  Conception.  Leigb- 
was  fo  eminoit  in  his  Character,  that  the  lato 
Earl  of  Dorfit  (virho  was  equally  an  Admirer/ 
and  a  Judge  of  Theatrical  Merit)  had  a  whoto 
Length  of  hini,  in  the  Friar's  Habit,  drawn  hf 
Kttelkr  :  The  whole  Portrait  is  highly  painted, 
and  extremely  like  him.  But  no  wonder  Leigb  . 
arriv'd  to  ftich  Fame  in  what  was  fo  comf^t- 
ly  written  for  him ;  when  Chanufters  that 
would  made  the  Reader  yawn,  in  the  Cofet, 
have  by  the  Strength  of  his  A^on,  been  lifted 
into  the  lowdeil  Laughter,  on  the  Stage.  Of 
this  kind  was  the  Scrivener's  great  boobily  Son 
m  the  Villain ;  Ralph,  a  stupid,  flaring,  Un- 
der-fcrvant,  in  Sir  Solomon  Single,  Qrnte  op- 
pofite  to  thofe  were  Sir  y<^^  Jumble,  m  tW 
SohHer's Fortune,  and  his  o\ABelfond\n  theSquire 
of  Alfatia.  In  Sir  Jolly  he  was  all  Life,  and 
kugbing  Humour ;  and  when  Nokes  aded  vAth 
him  in  the  &me  Play,  they  returned  the  Ball  lb 
dextroufiy  upon  one  another,  that  every  Scefte 
between  them,  feem'd  but  one  continued  Reft 
of  Excellence -But  alas !  when  thoie  Ac- 
ten?  were  g<Hie,  that  Comedy,  and  many  othcirs, 
for  the  lame  Reafon,  were  rarely  known  to 
fland  upon  their  own  Legs;  by  feeing  no  more 
of  Leigb  or  hhkes  in  them,  the  Cbara^ers  were 
quiu 
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quite  fiink,  and  alter'd.  la  his  Sir  WiUiam 
Belfond^  I^igb  ihew'd  a  more  fpirittd  V^rfety, 
than  ever  I  ^w,  any  KOxx^  ia  any  one  Cha- 
ra^er  come  up  to :  T^c  Poet,  'tis  tn)e,  had 
here,  eia^lly  chalked  icx  him,  the  Out-lines 
of  Natures  but  the  high  Colouriag,  ,the  ftrong 
l^hts  and  Shades  of  Humour  t^t  enlivened 
the  whole,  and  ftruck.our  Admiration,  with 
Surprize  and  Deliglit,  were  wholly  owing  to. 
the  A6tor.  The  eafy  Reader  might,  per^ps, 
have  been  pleafed  with  the  Author  witjiout  dif- 
oompoiing  a  Feature }  but  the  Spectator  mpft 
have  heartily  held  iiis  Sides,  or  the  Ador  would 
have  heartily  made  them  ach  for  it. 

Now,  though  1  cbicrv'd  before,  that  Nektt  ■ 
never  was  tolerably  touch'd  by  any  of  his  Sue. 
ceflbrs)  yet,  in  this  Charai^er,  I  muft  own, 
I  have  leen  Leigh  extremely  well  imitated,  by 
my  late  ^cetious  Friend  Penkethmen^  who  tbo* 
fax  fhort  .of  what  was  inimitable,  in  the  Origi- 
nal, yet  afi  to  the  general  Refemblance,  was  a 
very  valuable  Copy  of  him :  And,  as  I  know 
Penhtlman  cannot  yet  be  out  of  your  Memory, 
I  have  cbofen  to  mention  him  here,  to  give  you. 
the  neareft  Idea  I  can,  of  the  Excellence  oSl^gh 
in  that  particular  Light :  For  Leigh  had  many 
maflcrly  Variations,  which,  the  other  ccw'd  not, 
nor  ever  pretendol  to  reach ;  particulaily  in 
the  Potage,  and  Follies  of  extreme  old  Age,  in 
the  Chuadei^  of  Fumble  in  the  FondHufiand^ 
and  the  Toothy  Lawyer,  in  the  City  Pofiiicks  % 
both  which  Plays  liv'd  only  by  the  extraoi)di<* 
nary  Performance  of  Nckes  and  Leigh. 

There 

D,gn,-.rihyGOD^Ie 


ColLEV    ClBBElt.  125 

There  were  two  other  Charaders,  of  the  firei- 
cal  kind,  Geta  in  the  Prepbetefs,  and  Crack  in 
Sir  Cwrify  Nic^,  whidi,  as  they  are  le&  cc»* 
fin'd  to  Nature,  the  Imitation  of  them  was  leA 
difficult  to  Penketbmah ;  who,  to  iky  the  Truth,- 
dcHghted  more  in  the  whimfical,  than  the  n^ 
taral ;  therefore,  when  I  iky  he  ibmetimes  te- 
iembled  Leigbt  I  refcrve  this  diilin£lion,  on  his 
Mafter's  fide ;  that  the  pleaiant  Extragavancie» 
of  Leigbt  were  all  the  Flowers  of  his  own 
Fancy,  while  the  leis  fertile  Brain  of  my 
Fnend  was  contented  to  make  ufe  of  the  Stock 
his  PredecelTor  had  left  him.  What  I  have 
laid,  therefore,  is  not  to  detniA  from  honeft 
Pinfy'%  Merit,  bat  to  do  JuilicQ  to  his  Prede- 

ce6br. And  though,  'tis  true,  as  we  iel- 

dom  fee  a  good  Ador,  as  a  great  Poet  arife 
from  the  bare  Imitation  of  another's  Genius  $ 
yet  if  this  be  a  general  Rule,  Pmkitbman  was  the 
neareil  to  an  Exception  from  it ;  fbc  with  thole, 
who  never  knew  Leigb^h^  might  very  well  have 
pafs'd  for  a  more  than  common  Original,  Yet 
again,  as  my  Partiality  for  Penketbman  ought 
not  to  kad  me  from  Truth,  I  muft  beg  leave 
(though  out  of  its  Place)  to  tell  you  feirly  what 
was  the  beil  of  him,  that  the  Superiority  of 

Leigh  may  ibnd  in  its  due  Light Penketh- 

fflon  had  certainly,  from  Nature,  a  great  ded 
of  comic  Power  about  him ;  l»t  his  Judg- 
ment was  by  no  means  equal  to  it ;  for  he 
would  make  frequent  Deviations  into  the 
Whimfies  of  an  Harlequin.  By  the  way,  (let 
me  dtgrefi  a  little  £ii^r)  whatever  Allowan- 
ces 
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ces  are  made  for  the  Licence  of  that  Charter, 
I  mean  of  w  Harlequin^  whatever  Pretenoes 
may  be  urged,  from  the  Prafticc  of  the  an- 
dcnt  Comedy,  for  its  being  play'd  in  a  Mask, 
refembling  no  part  of  the  human  Species ;  I  am. 
apt  to  ^ink,  the  bed  Excufe  a  modem 
KQios  can  plead  for  his  continuing  it,  is  that 
the  low,  ienfele^,  and  monftrous  things  he 
&ys,  and  does  in  it,  no  theatrical  Afliiranoc 
could  get  through,  with  a  bare  Face :  Let  me 
give  you  an  Infbnce  of  even  Penkefbman's  be- 
ing out  of  Countenance  for  want  of  it:  When 
he  firft  play'd  HarUquin  in  the  Err^or  of  the 
Moon,  feveral  Gentlemen  (who  inadvertently 
judg'd  by  the  Rules  of  Nature)  fancied  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  Drollery,  and  Spirit  of  his 
Grimace  was  loft,  by  his  wearing  that  nielefi, 
unmeaning  Mafque  of  a  black  Cat,  and  there- 
fore infifled,  that  the  next  time  of  his  afling 
that  Fart,  he  fhould  play  without  it :  Thdr 
Defire  was  accordingly  comply'd  with— but, 
alas !  in  vain — Penketbman  could  not  take  to 
himfelf  the  Shame  of  the  Chara^cr  without 
being  concealed—.-  he  was  no  more  Hariegmm 
—his  Humour  was  quite  disconcerted  I  his 
Confcience  could  nor,  with  the  Cunc  Effrott- 
ierie  declare  againft  Namre,  without  the  ^o- 
ver  of  that  unchanging  Face,  which  he  vmt 
fare  would  never  blufli  for  it  I  no  I  it  was  quite 
another  Cafe !  without  that  Armour  his  Coo- 
rage  could  not  come  up  to  the  \xAA  Strokes, 
■that  were  neceflary  to  get  the  better  of  com- 
mon Senfc.  Now  if  this  Circomfbnce  wiU 
4  ^.     juftify 
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Jaraly  Ac  Modefty  of  Penketbman,  it  cannot 
but  throw  a  wholefome  Contempt  on  the  low 
"Mexiioi an  Harlequin.  But  how  farther  nece^-- 
ry  the  Mafquc  is  to  that  Fool's  Coat,  wc  have 
lately  had  a  ftronger  Proof,  in  the  Favour,  that 
die  Harlequin  Sauvage  met  with,  at  Paris,  and 
the  ill  Fate  that  followed  the  lame  Sauvage^ 
when  he  pull'd  oif  his  Mafque  in  London,  So 
that  it  &ems,  what  was  Wit  from  a  Harlequin, 
was  fomething  too  extravagant  from  a  human 
Creature.  If  therefore  Penketbman,  in  Charac- 
ters  drawn  from  Nature,  might  fometimes 
launch  out  into  a  few  gamefome  Liberties; 
which  would  not  have  been  excufed  from  a 
more  corrcfl:  Comedian ;  yet,  in  his  manner  t£ 
taking  them,  he  always  feem'd  to  me,  in  a 
kind  of  Conlcioulhe&  of  the  Hazard  he  was 
running,  as  if  he  feirly  confefs'd,  that  what 

he  did  was  only,  as  well  as  he  could  do. 

That  he  was  willing  to  take  his  Chance  iac 
Success,  but  if  he  did  not  meet  with  it,  a  Re- 
buke ihould  break  no  Squares ;  he  would  mend 
it  another  time,  and  would  take  whatever 
pleas'd  .Ms  Judges  to  think  of  him,  in  good 
part ;  and  1  have  often  thought,  that  a  good 
deal  of  the  Favour  he  met  with,  was  owing 
to  thffi  leemiog  humble  way  of  waving  dl 
FRteQcefi  to  Merit,  but  what  the  Town  would 
plnfe  to  allow  him.  What  confirais  me  in 
this  (^nion  is/  that  wiien  it  has  been  his  ill 
-Fortttnc  to  meet  with  a  Dijgracday  I  have 
known  him  fay  apart  to  himfelf,  yet  loud 
enou^  <o  be^  heard— —O^  /  1  believe  I  a»t 

-  a      ■ 
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A  little  •wrmg  here  h  which  <Htce  was  (b  wflrfe- 
cdv'd,  by  tEe  Audience,  that  they  tum'd  their 
K«>roof  into  Applaufe. 

Now,  the  Jodgment  oif  Letgb  always  guard-, 
ed  the  happier  Sallies  of  his  Fancy,  frc»n  the 
kaft  t^ufard  of  Dilapprobation  :  he  feem'd  not 
to  court,  but  to  attack  your  Applaufe,  and  aL~ 
trays  came  off  viftorious }  nor  did  his  higheilb 
Aiibrance  amount  to  any  more,  than  that  juft 
-  Confidence,  without  which  the  commendable 
Spirit  of  every  good  h&ox  muft  be  abated ;  and 
en  this  Spirit  Jbiigb  was  a  moft  perfed  Mailer, 
He  was  much  admic'd  by  King  Cbarlest  who 
us'd  to  diftinguifh  him,  when  fpoke  of,  by  the 
Title  of  hit  ABor :  Which  bowevo:  makes  me 
unag^e,  that  b  his  Exile  that  Prince  might 
have  receiv'd  his  firft  Imprc^on  of  good  Ac* 
tors  from  the  French  St^e  j  for  Leigb  had 
more  c^  that  iardcal  Vivadty  than  Nckes ;  but 
Nokes  was  never  languid  by  his  more  ftriift  Ad- 
herence to  Nature,  and  as  far  as  my  Judgment 
18  worth  taking,  if  their  intrinllck  Merit  could 
be  juilly  wdgh'd,  Ns^s  muft  have  had  the 
better  in  the  Balance.  Upon  the  unfortunate 
Death  of  Monfort,  XMgb  fell  ill  of  a  Fever, 
and  dy'd  in  a  Week  after  him,  in  Dtcemkcr 
1692. 

UnJerbil  waa  a  correct,  and  natural  Corner 
dian,  his  particular  Excellence  was  in  Chatac* 
ters,  that  may  be  call'd  Still-liie,  I  mean  the 
Sdff,  the  Heavy,  and  the  Stupid ;  to  thefe  he 
gave  the  aa&cR^,  and  moft  expre6jve  Co- 
loors,  and  in  (pme  of  them,  look'd,  as  if  k 
were 
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Were  n6t  m  the  Power  of  human  Paflions  to 
alter  a  Feature  of  him.  In  the  iblemn  Forma- 
lity of  Obadiab  in  the  Committee,  and  in  the 
boobily  Heavinefs  of  X^lpe^  in  the  S^re  cf 
Aijittia,  he  feem'd  the  immoveable  Log  bo 
flood  for  I  a  Cbuntenance  of  Wood  could  not 
be  more  fixt  than  his^  when  the  Blockhead  of 
a  Chara^er  required  it :  His  Face  waa  full  and 
long;  from  bis  Crown  to  the  end  of  hisNofe, 
was  the  fliorter  half  of  if,  fo  that  the  Difpro- 
pCMtion  of  his  lower  Features,  when  &llxAy 
compos'd,  with  aft  unwandering  Eye  hanging 
over  them,  threw  him  into  the  moft  lum[nifa, 
moping  Mortal,  that  erer  made  Beholders  mer- 
cy! not  but,  at  other  thnes,  he' could  be  wa- 
kened into  Spirit  equally  ridiculous.  — In 

the  coarTe,  ruftick  Hunu»ir  of  Juffice  Ckd^ 
patey  in-  Epfme  Udells,  he  was  a  delightful 
Brute !  and  in  the  blunt  Vivacity  of  Sir  Samfh. 
y&«,  in  Ixve  for  Lwe,  he  fhew'd  all  that  true 
penrerfe  Sfdrit,  diac  is  commonly  &en  in  mucb 
Wit,  and  lll-natufe.  This  Cbaradcr  is  one 
of  ttu^e  few  fo  well  written,  with  fo  much 
Wit  and  Humour,  that  an  hSitx  mufl  be  the 
grofleft  Dunce,  that  does  not  appear  with  ao' 
unufual  Life  in  it :  But  it  will  ftill  fhew  ad 
^eat  a  Proportion  of  Skill,  to  come  near  I7s- 
derbil  in  tiie  a£ling  it,  which  (noc  to  unflcF- 
nine  thofe  who  foon  came  after  him)  I  have 
not  yet  feeti.  He  was  parncutarly  admir'd  too, 
£ff  the  ^ave^^ger  in  Hamlet.  The  Author- 
of  the  Tatkr  recommends  him  ta.tlie  Favour 
of  the  Town,  upon  that  Play's  beioz  a^ed  ios 
K  *         hi. 
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his  Beneiit}  wherein,  afr^  lus  Age.JM^&fioc 
Years  obUg'd  him  to  leave  the  St^Ai .  h^  fuiof 
on  again,  £61:  that  Day,  to  perforfi(i  hit  jokt 
Part;  but,  aia&<  £0  wort),  and  di£ibie^,  a&  if 
himfelf  was  to  have  lain  in  the  Grave  1^  was 
digging;  when  he  could  BO  more  exci^Lai^h- 
ter,  his  Infirmities  were  difbiiifi'd  with  Pity  :  - 
He  dy'd  foon  after,  a  itiperannuated  P^prier, 
la  the  Lift  of  tbofe  who,  wefe  fupported-  by 
the  joint  Sharers,  under  the  firil  Patient  g^aated 
to  Sir  Richard  Steele. 

The ,  deep  Impreffions  of  thefe  excellent 
Aflors,  which  I  recedv'd  in  my  Youth,  I  am, 
afi^idi  may  have  drawn  me  into  the  commoa 
Foible  of  us  old  Fellows }  which  is,  a  Pond* 
nefs,  and  perhaps,  a  tedious  Fartialky  for. the 
Plcafnres  we,  haye  fDrmerly  tailed,  ,4nd  tbinlf; 
vet  now  fallen  off,  becauie  we  can  np  Longer 
cn)oy  them.  If  therefore  1  lie  upder  tjiat  Su^ 
picion,  tho*  I  have  related  nothing  ipifredlble, 
or  out  of  the  reach  of  a  good  Judge's  Concep- 
tion, l.mufl  ^peal  to  thofe  Few,  who  area; 
bout  my  own  Age,  for  the  Truth  and  Likened 
of  thefe  Theatrical  Portrait  , 

There  were,  at  this  time,  feveral  othccs  ia 
fome  degree  of  Favour  with  the  Pabli^k, 
PtKoel^  KiK^ggen,  JVilliami,  ficc.  But  as  I 
ouinot  think  their  heft  Impronem^tft  niadq 
than,  in  any  wife  equal  to  thole  I  luve  fpok^ 
of,  I  ought  not  to  range  them  in  the.iamc 
Clafs.  Ncidier  were  IVi^s^  or  D^gget^  y^ 
oomc  to  the  Stage ;  nxx  was  Both  ioitiaifd  tiU 
about  £x_year8.  afier  them }  or  Mrs^  Qi'^Pi 
known, 
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known,  til}  the  Year  1700.  I  moft  therefore 
refervc-  the  four  kft  fcr  thdr  proper  Period, 
and  proceed  to  the  A&xc&s,  that  wepe  hmoM 
with  Betterten,  at  the  latter  end  of  tho  laft 
Century.  -      -  ...  . 

Mrs.  Bern  was  then  ib  pelTefiion  of  aIoioA 
an  the  chief  Parts  in  Tragedy:  With  wha» 
Skill  Ihe  gave  Life  to  them,  yoa  will  ^dgo 
from  the  Words  of  Dryden^  in  h»  Pwftcc  to 
Cleomaus^  where  he.  lays, 

l^s.  Barry,  (j/wtiyi,  excellent^  has  in  this 
tragedy  exceU'd  berfelf,  and  gained  a  Reputa- 
tivn  beyond  any  H^oman  X  have  ever  fern  on  the 
Theatre. 

I  very  perfe^jy  remember  her  admg  that 
Fait;,  'and  however  nnndceOary  it  may  feem, 
(ogive  niy  Judgment  a&tr  Dryder^Si  I  cannol 
help  iaying,  I  do  not  only  clofe  whh  his  Op^ 
Dion,  but  will  veAturc  to  add,  that  (tho'  Dryr 
den  has  been  dead  thefe  Thirty-Eight  Yeai^ 
die  Boat  Compliment,  to  this  Hour,  may  b9 
doc  to  her  Excellence.  And  thO*  fbe  was 
then,  not  a  little,  paft  her  Youth,  fhe  was  not, 
dt  diat  time,  fully  arriv'd  to  her  Matnritjr  c^ 
Power  and  Jud^ihent :  Frtxn  whence  X  would 
obfcrve,  That  Sifr  IbortLiie  of  Beauty,  is  not 
long  enough  to  fomi  a  complete  A^efi.  la 
Men,  the  DeKcacy  of  Feribn  is  not  (a  abfo- 
latily  necelSuy;  nor  the  E)ecline  of  It  ib  foon 
taken  notice  of.  The  Fame  Mrs.  Sorry  ar* 
liv'd  to,  is  a  particular  Proof  of  this  DifficttK 
ty  there  is,  in  judging  with  Cert^nty,  from 
K  a  theic 
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.  their  firft  Twls,  whether  young  Feof^e  wilT 
CTcr  make  any  great  Figure  en  d  Theatre. 
There  was,  k  feems,  fo  little  Hopes  of  Mrs. 
Barry f  at  her  firft  fetting  out,  thar  fhe  was^  at 
the  eni  of  the  firft  Year,  diijcharg'd  tb6  Cmi- 
puty,  among  others,  that  were  thooght  to  be  a 
nl^e^  BxpcDoe  to  it.  I  take  it  for  -  gi^nted 
diat  the  Objection  to  Mrs.  Barry,  at  that  timej 
moft  have  been  a  defeAive  Ear,  cm*  £9nie  tm* 
fkilfnl  DilTonance,  in  h^  manner  of  prmouno 
GiHg :  But  where  there  is  a  prc^r  Voice,  and 
Pctfon,  with  the  Addition  of  a  good  Under- 
ftanding.  Experience  tells  us,  that  fuch  Defeat 
IS  not  ^ways  invincible ;  of  which,  not  only 
Mrs.  Barry,  but  the  late  Mrs.  Oldfeldt  are  emi- 
nent Infbnces.  Mrs.  Oldjiild  had  befefi  a  Year, 
in  die  l^icatre-Royat,  bobre  Ihe  wu  bbfervM 
to  give  '  any  tolerable  Hope  of  her  being  an 
Ajbefs  t  fo  unlike,  to  all  manner  of  Propriety* 
was  her  Speaking !  How  unaccountably,  then, 
does  a  Genius  for  the  Stage  make  its  way  to- 
wards Perfe^on  P  For,  notwithAanding  thefe 
equal  IKfadvantagc^  both  thefe  Aifbc^,  tho* 
of  djfiferent  Excellence,  made  themictves  com^ 

Eletc  Miftrefies  of  their  Art,  by  the  Prcval 
ince  of  their  Underftanding.  If  this  Obferva- 
tion  may  be  of  any  ufe,  to  the  Maftcrs  of  fu- 
ture Theatres,  I  fliall  not  then  have  mad«  it  to 
nopurpofe. 

~  Mrs.  Barry f  in  ChaiFaAersof  Greatnels^  bad 
a  Prefence  of  derated  Dignity,  her  Mien  and 
Motion  fiiperb,  and  gracefully  roajeftidc  y  her 
Voice  full,  dear,  amd  ftnxig,  fo  that  so  Tkit> 
koce 
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lence  of  ftiffion  could  be  .too  much  6x  her: 
And  vvl^  DUktdk,  or  Tendernds  poflefled 
her,  A»£ii]fidediiitodiemoft  a&dingMdo- 
dy,  and  S(/tndfi.  .In-the  Art  of  exciting  Pky,. 
ihe  hfld  a  Power  beyond  all  the  A£ire0es  I 
have  yet  leen,  or  what  3Knir  ImagiDMiDn  caa 
conceive.  Of  the  foiitner  of-  thcfe  two  grettt 
Exosltendes,  /be  gave  the  moft  deUghtM 
I^w^  in  ahnoft  all .  the  HercHc  ^ys  43f  ZVf. 
4ieu  aad  X^T}  ando^  the  lacto',  in.  the  ia&et 
Pa&oas,  of  Otvi^'s  Monimia  and  .BefviArvi 
In  Scenes  of  Anger,  Defiance^  or  Kefentment; 
while  ihe  was  impetuous^  and  tertible/  ihc 
pour'd .  out  the  Sentimeht  with  an  enchanting 
Harmony ;  and  it  was  dus  panknlar  Excel- 
IcDoe,  fat  MthachDrydtn  made  herthe tbove^ 
neited  Compliment  upon  her  aAtng  Cafjant 
ira  in  Jiia  Cleomeiut.  But  here,  I  ^wn  -  apt  ta 
think  .  his  Partiality  &x  that  Character,  may 
have  tempted  his  Jut^ment  to  let  it  pa&  iw 
her  Mafter-piece;  when  he  coubl  not  bat 
know,  there  wete  {cvtnl  other  Cbarafbers  in 
-whidt)  facf'  Action  m^ht  have  given  her  a  jfair- 
«r  Pretmce.  to  the  i^aife  he  Im  beftow'd  on 
iier,  fee  Cajpmdra  >  Cor,  in  no  I^irt  of  that»  is 
there  the  lead  ground  fan  Compaflibn,  as  in 
Momma  j  nbr  equal  caule  for  Admiration,  as 
in  the  m^lec  Love  of  CU^ra^  or  the  tem- 
peftuoufl  Jealoufy  of  Raxafia.  'Twaa  in  thefe 
Lights,  I  thought  Mrs.  Barry  flione  with  a 
much  brighter  Excellence  tlun  in  Q^itm^a. 
JShe  was  i^be  .firll  Perfon  whofe  Merit  was  dtr* 
ftingtttlhed,  "by  the  Indulgence  (^  bating  an  an- 
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Btnl  BenefiuPky,  which  oru.^grinied  tobe^ 
tlone,  if  I  miflake  iiatj  iifft  in  Kag  yaktes'a 
tkne,  and  which  becune  .  noit  common  tft 
others,  dU  th6  IXviflon  of  this  Company,  of' 
tier  the  Death  of  King  lViiliam'&  Qocea  Mary. 
This  great  Afifefi.  ^d  of  a  I^ever,.  towards 
the  latra*  end  of  Queen  Ame  ; '  the  Year  I  hdvrs 
forgot  i  but  perhaps  you  -will  reci^£t  it,  by 
an  Expreflitm  that  fell  from  her  in  blank 
Verie,  iti  her  laft  Hours>  when  fbe  "was  dell* 
rvaas,  viz. 

iTff,  ha-I  0n4fp  they  make  lis  Lords^.  fy  Des^m  t 

Mrs:  Setter/en,  tho*  far  advanc'd  in 'year^ 
was  fo  great  a  Miflre&  of  Nature^  that.^Tcli 
Mrs.  Barry,  who  afied  the  Lady  Masieth  afl 
ter  her,  c^ild  not  in  that  I^rt,  wdth  jall  ha 
fiiperior  Strength,  and  Melody  of  Vtude,  throw 
OIK  thcnfe  qddi  and  carelefs  Strokes  (^iTemort 
from  the  Dlforder  of  a  guilty  Mind,  "whidi 
the  other  gave  us,  with  a  F^lhy  in  her  Mm- 
ner,  that  rehder'd  them  at  once  tnnnendous, 
and  ddightfiil.  Time  could  not  impair  her 
Skill,  tho'  he  had  brought  her  Perfen  to  d&t 
cay.  She  was,  to  the  kft,  the  Admirukm  of 
all  true  Judges  of  Nature,  and  Lovers  of 
Sbahfpear^  In  whoie  Plws  ihe  chiefly  csKxlM, 
and  "without  a  Rival.  When  ihe  quitted  tha 
Stage,  feveral  good  AdreHcs  wereL  the  bettor 
for  her  InftruGion.  She  was  a  WotAan  of  an 
unblemifli'd,  and  foberLife;  and  had  the  Ho* 
nour  to  teach  Queen  uinne,  when  PrJnccis; 
the  Part  of  Sematidra  in  MiihriJafti/  wtudk 
t  .  *^' 

D,gn.-.rihyGOO^Ie 


Collet  Cibbbr.  jjc 
(he  aded  tt  Court  in  King  C&mia's  time.  A^ 
tec  the  Death  of  Mr.  Bettertan^  her:Hufl)an4 
that  Fnaaefi)  wlwn  Queen,  order'd  hec  a  Penr  - 
Ikm  fer  Xife,  but  (he  Hvcd  not  to  receive  mord 
tJ|anJ*he  firft  half  Year  of  it.      .    . 

Nfrs.  Leigb,  the  Wi&  of  ZiA^.aIteady  men- 
tioR'd,  had  a  very  droll  way  of  dce^uig  thft 
pretty  Foiblea  of  ft^xrannuated  Beauties.  She 
hadi  in  herlelf,  a-good  deal  of  Humpui;  and 
knew  how  to  inAife  it  into  the  afiedhnl  Mor** 
thers.  Aunts  and  mode^  Aale  Maids,  that  had 
tni^'d  their  Market  {  of  this  fort  were  the 
Modifli  Mother  in  theCfcjww,  a6fcding  to  be 
pohtely  commode,  for  her  own  Daughter; 
the  Coquette  Prude  of  an  Aunt,  in  Sir  Courtly 
Hhce,  who  pridea  herfelf  in  beii^  chafle,  and 
evde),  at  Fifty }  and  tiie  languiQiing  L^dy  W-tJh^ 
fmt^  in  "tbe  Wa^  of  the  World  :  la  all  thcfi^ 
with  many  others,  ihe  was  extremely  enter- 
taining, and  painted,  in  a  lively  manotr,  the 
fatind  Side  of  Nature. 

Mrs.  Bailer,  who  had  her  ChriAian  Name 
of  Cbar&itte  given  her  by  King  CbarUs,  waa 
thb  Daughter  of  a  decayed  Knight,  and  had 
the  Honour  of  that  Prince's  Recommendation 
to  the  Theatre ;  a  provident  Reilitution,  givt 
tag  to  the  Stage  in  kind,  what  he  had  Tome- 
times  taken  ftom  it :  The  PubUck,  at  leaft. 
Was  obliged  by  it  j  for  fhe  prov'd  not  only  a 
good  ^-Sac^  bat  was  allow'd  in  thoie  Days, 
tolfing  and  dance  to  great  Perfedion.  In  thq 
Dtaroatick  Operas  of  Dioclejian,  and  riiat  of 
Kif^Artbur,  ihe  was  a  capital,  and  admired 
K  4         .     ,         Pcr- 
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Ptifonner.  In  Tpeaking  too,  ibeiudlitineet- 
ton'd  Voice,  which,  with  bo*  mtaialty  ge»« 
teel  Air,  and  ienfiUe  Proooundatioo,  sen^d 
her  whcdty  Miiibe^  of  the  Amiable,  in  many 
feriouB  Charafters.  In  Parts  of  Hiuzumr  too 
jhe  had  a  manner  of  blending  bet.  afib^fc 
Softneli,  even  with  the  Gay,  the  Lively,  and 
the  Alluring.  Of  tluG  (be  gam  an  agreeable 
Inftance,  in  her  Aflion  of  the  {Viilarf)  Dote 
of  Buciingbtm's  feccmd  Confiantia  in  ~tfae 
Chances,  In  which,  if  I  IhtHild  %,  I  have 
never  iisen  ber  exceeded,  I  might  itiU  do  no 
wrong  to  the  late  Mrs.  QUfieltti  lively  Posr 
fbnnance  of  the  iame  Chanider.  Mrs.  OU» 
Jitltts  Fame  may  fpare  Mrs.  Btaltr'i  A^n 
this  Compliment,  without  the  Icaft  Dimino* 
tion,  or  Difpute  -  of  ber  Superiority,  in  Cbfc 
racers  of  more  Moment 

Here  I  cannot  help  obierving,  when  tbetQ 
was  but  one  Theatre  in  Xofl^m,  at  what  uno« 
qual  Sallaries,  compared  to  thoie  of  lattr 
Days,  the  hired  Adlors  w«e  then  held,  by 
the  abibhite  Auth(»-ity  of  their  frugal  Mafters, 
the  Patentees ;  for  Mrs.  Butler  had  then  but 
F<H'ty  Shillings  a  Week,  and  could  Ibc  havQ 
<^)tsan'd  an  Addition  of  Ten  SfaiilJDgs  moro 
(which  was  reiufcd  her)  would  never  have  left 
their  Service ;  but  being  oSct'd  her  own  Coo* 
ditioia,  to  go  with  Mr.  AJtifury  to  DtAtim 
(who  was  &en  raifing  a  Company  of  Adxm 
for  that  Theatre,  where  there  had  been  non« 
fince  ^e  Reyolution)  her  Difccmtent,  herej 
prerail'd  with  her  to  accept  of  hi&O^,  aqd 

he 
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be  ibi^  hk  Aoooojit  in  her  ValoCf  W«ti  oot 
tbafe  WtBOlccB  tnpft  Ag^cioin  Oepwqmm^ 
tbat  could  by  faaU.«o  To  DOCabfc.»A.E«pe^- 
fot^  tD  kl&n  their  Cb»rgo  ^  How  gJUdly>  w 
(ny^  time  >  of  bdng  a  Sfltuvcr,  wot44  Wf  J^S9. 
^«ai:fiBr  times:  br  Idcqoic,  tQj»  A&e&  of 
equal  Merit? 

A^  Jidaaforty  wbofe  fecopd  M^rrif^Q  gayer 
Ivr-the  Name  of  f^^rhrt^ggeti,  wh  Mitoifl-fC 
moec  >VBiiety  .of  Humoar,  then  I  ever  ^«n> 
la  -OD^  cme  Woman  A£tn&  This  variety  too, 
was  attended  with  an  equal  Vlvttdty,  whit^. 
Dradc  t)er  cxceUem  inChara^tqrd  canraaely  c^, 
&ra]t.  As  ibe  ww '  natuially  ft  pleafent  hU^ 
vaiak,  {h&  had  the  Skill  to  make  th»t  Talcnft  . 
a&fiil  on  die  St^e,  a'  Talent  which  may  b« 
fiM^ifiog  in  a  Conveiiation,  and  yctt  be  loft 
>vhcn  brought  to  the  Theatre,  wbuh  was  thq 
CUe  of  Efic9urt  already  mention'd :  But  whoo 
the  Elocution  is  roond,  diilintfl,  voluble, ;  and 
various,  as  Mrs.  Monfort'i  was,  the  Mimick^ 
diere,  isa  great  AiliAant  to  the  A<^r.  Nch 
thing,  tho'  ever  fobairen,  if  within  the  Bounds 
(^  Nature,  could  be  flat  in  her  Hands.  ^10 
gave  many  heightemng  Touches  to  Chai^ffcen 
bnt  Goldjy  written,  eu^  often  made  an  Authot 
vain  c£  his  Work,  thM  in  it  felf  had  hot  litt 
tie  Merit.  She  w^  £7  fond  of  Humour,  in 
what  low  Part  foever  to  be  found,  that  ihq 
vroold  make  no  Icrupte  of  de&cing  her  ^r 
Form,  to  come  heanily  into  it ;  Sat  when  flie  wak 
Onihcnt  in  feveral  deiirable  Charadlers  of  Wit^ 
«^  Hiunour>  in  lughet  Life,  ihe  would  be,  in  a» 
j  much 
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^oth  Fahcy>'  wheil  dfllce&dlitg  iiltd  tfii!  %ntti- 

ing  ill  sit  the  Aii^;  'and  ruti  Grtces-of  a  ftft; 
Lidy;  a  Mfirit^  that  fe#  A^teSes  care  4)f^ 
foft'Ray  of  iyur/^%  now  foi^dttch,  tiaird; 
^U  Weprm  Ltt/sy  which  P*t  flwi  aded,^«  - 
transform'd  her  whde  Being,  Body,  Shape, 
Vckb^  Langiuge,  Look,  and  Features,  into 
^Doft  another'  Animal ;  wi^'a  flrtmg  I^oHi^ 
Jbire  DiafeO,  a  brbad  laughing  Vc»ce,  it'ptitAAg 
Head,  round  Shoulders,  an  unconceivtAg^'G^; 
«nd  {he  taoA  tw-diz'ning,  dowdy  Dreft,  that 
eref  covfcr'd- ihft  antrain'd  Limbs  of  » '^i^ 
Ttat,  To  have  feeri  her  here,  you  would  have 
thought  it  imp<^ble  the  fame  Creature' co«)d 
tivtt  have  been  recOTer'd,  to  What  was  siB^^ff 
to  hep.'thc  Ghy,;  the  Livdy,  and  the  Defu-at)1^ 
Nor  was  her-Humour  limited;  to  her  Sex ;  for, 
while  her  Shape  permitted.  Hit  was  a  more 
adtoit  pretty  Fellow^  than  is  u&ally  feen  epon 
the  Stage :  Her  eafy  -Air,  A^Hon,  Mien,  and 
Gefture,  quite  chang'd  Irnn  the  <^oif,  to  tho 
cock'd  Hat,  and  Cavalier  in  ^fliion.  People 
Were  To  fond  of  feeing  her  a  Man,  .that  when 
the  Part  of  Bays  in  the  Rebearjaly  had,  for 
feme  time,  lain  dormant,  ihe  was  defined  to 
take  k  op,  whkh  I  have  feen  her  a^  with  al( 
the  tnie,  coxcombly  Spirit,  and  Humoar,  thoil 
the  Sufficiency  of  the  Qiarafter  required. 

But  what  found  moft  Employment  for  her 
whole  various  Excellence  at  once,  was  the  Part 
of  Meiantba,  in  Marriage' Alamede.  Melan~ 
tba  is  as  finifli'd  an  Impettincnt,  as  everflutter'd 

in 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


CoLiEY  ClBB^R.  ,  t.J^ 
ia-ft  Draw^g^roonlt  aidieems  tojcQatunUM 
nMrilrCDmpteac  iSyQiem  of  F«iuLle  Fof^ory^  iSaak 
mm^d  poffibljr.be  ca>wdcd  into  the  tiivtaiul 
Fomn.oilaiFjbsLAdy.  Her-Laogiiage,  Dnfi; 
Motion,.  MaolKcs,  Soul,  aiad,.&ad}{,  vo.jn  i 
lymtiDiul  tittfry:  bi  be  £»ae(hiiig  jnore>  thaa 
l&inepdlary,  or  coaDmcodable.. :  .And  tfaaugh  I 
doubt  itv^l  bs.tt.v^iaLobout^  .ta.oSu:  y(Hix 
jnil;  Uceaeft  oi  Mm.  Mnfort'a  Ai^on^  yet  ihe 
£uMtftic)c  Imprtffioh  ia  Aill  ib  llrong  id  &y 
MfltKuy,  Uiac'I  cannot  helpiayiog  fwaethiugi 
tba*  £iDttftLc^Iy;  aboat .  it.  The  firil  ridicuiwfc 
Airs  that  bceak  from  her,  are,  Qpon  a  GoIImi^ 
■ever  ieen  beftve^  who  deliven  her  a  Letter 
icQSnbcr  Father, ,  recommeiii^g  htm  )tp  her 
good  Graces,  n  an  hoDourable  Lover.  Here 
novr,  >one  vratdd  think  ihe  m^ht  naturally 
flicw  a  little  of  the  Sex's  decent  Refervc,  tho' 
Beicr  &>  iligbdy  coyer'd !  No,  Sir ;  not  a 
Tittle  oji  it  ^  Modefty  is  the  Virtaie  of  a  pocu'- 
Ibol'd  Country  Geotlewotrian ;  ihe  is  .too  much 
nGonrt  Lady^  to  beunderibvulgaraConfijjSons 
(he  reads  the  Letter,  therefore,  with  a  carelel^ 
^op^og  Lip,  and  an  o'eded  Brow,  humming 
it  Jhditily  over,  as  if  the  were  impatiint  to  out- 
go her  Father's  Comnaaodfi,  by  making  a  com- 
^eac  Conqueil:  of  him  at  once ;  and  that  the 
Letter  mi^  not  embarrais  her  Att&qk,  crack ! 
ihe  cnim^es  it  at  <mce,  into  her  Palm,  and 
peurs  upon  him  her  whole  Artillery  of  Airs. 
E^e$  and  Motion ;  down  goes  her  dainty,  div;. 
■JRg  Body,  ID  the  Ground,  as  if  (heyrere  finkr 
i^  under  the  coiifiaoiis  Load  of  her  ownA^- 
iraftionsi 
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traaibris}  then  lannches  into  a  Flood  of  fine 
Langiu^  w<'  OonqJimen^  ftiU  playing  her 
Cbeft  focward  in  fi^  Falls  and  R^gv,  Ulu  a 
Swan  i^xm  wavli^  Water ;  and,  to  comjdett 
her  Impcrtbence,  &e  is  fb  r^udly  fond  of  her 
owa  Wit,  that  ihe  will  not  give  her  Lo^ 
Leave  to  pcaife  it:  SiJent  a^dng  Bow^  and 
vain  Endcavoun  to  ^)eak,  «c  all  the  ibare  of 
the  Conver&tion  he  is  adnutted  to^  which,  at. 
laft,  he  is  relieved  from,  fay  her  EngagAuuac 
to  half  a  Sc<He  Vi&s,  whidi  ihe  Jwinu  fiom 
him  to  make,  with  a  f^omUct  tDret«ra  ia<k 
Twinkling. 

If  this  Sketch  has  Colour  enough  to  give  yoik 
•ay  ^nett*  Conception  of  her,  I  then  need  only 
tell  you,  that  throughout  the  whole  Charader, 
her  voritty  of  Homour  was  every  way  ^tf^-i 
tionaUe  j  as,  indeed,  in  moA  Parts,  that  ftie 
thoaght  worth  her  care,  or  that  had  the  leafl 
Matter  for  her  Fancy  to  work  upon,  I  m^ 
juftly  &y.  That  no  Adlrcfs,  from  lier  own  Con- 
cei^cHi,  could  have  heighten'd  them  with  more 
lively  Strokes  of  Nattire. 

I  axDR  now  to  ^e  lafl,  and  only  livingPer* 
fon,  c£  all  thofe  whofe  Theatrical  Chara&eis  I 
havepromifed  you,  Mxs.  Bracegiriile  i  who,  I 
know,  would  rather  pals  her  remaining  Days 
forgotten,  as  an  A&re&t  than  to  have  her 
Youth  recolletfted  in  the  moft  iavoutaUe  L^lu 
■I  am  able  to  place  it }  yet,  as  ihe  is  d&ntiaUy 
necefiary  to  my  Theatrical  Hiftory,  and  as  I 
only  iMing  her  back  to  the  Company  of  thc^ 
with  whom  ihe  pa&'d  the  Spnog  and  Summer 
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«f  her  Life,  I  hope  it  wHI  cxcule  the  Liberty 
I'tftkc,  hi  commemorating  the  Delight  which 
die  PuUick  received  fixm  her  Appearance, 
WhSe  fhe  wa9  an  Ornament  to  the  Theatre. 

Mrs.  Brace^rdk  was  now,  bnt^uft  UocxAing 
to  her  Maturity  j  her  Reputation,  as  an  A£tre6, 
gradually  riling  with  that  of  her  Perfcm ;  never 
any  Woniah  was  in  iudi  general  Favonr  of  her 
^jcdators,  wftich,  to  the  laft  Scene  of  her  Dra- 
diatick  life,  (he  maintain'd,  by  not  being  un- 
guarded'in  her  private  Charaftcr,  TTiis'ISf. 
rt-ttion  contributed,  not  a  fittte,  to  make  her 
the  Cara^  the  Darling  of  the  Theatre:  For  it 
#ilt  be  no  extravagant  thing  to  &y,  Scarce  an 
Audience  &w  her,  that  were  le(s  than  half  of 
^Ri  Lovers,  without  a  fulpefted  Favourite 
amcmg-diem:  And  &o'  (be  might  ,be  faid  to 
h^ve  been  the  Univer(al  Paflion,  and  under  the 
higheft  Temptations  -,  her  Conflancy  in  refift- 
3ng  them,  ferved  but  to  increa(e  the  Number  of 
her  AdmircR :  And  this  perhaps  you  will  more 
tMj  bdieve,  'When  I  extend  not  my  Enco- 
miums on  her  Perfon,  beyond  a  Sincerity  that  . 
can  be  fafpe^ed ;  for  (he  had  no  greater  Claim 
to  Beauty,  than  what  the  moft  defirable  JBnsr- 
netlf  might  pretend  to.  Bat  her  Youth,  and' 
Kvely  MpeCc^  threw  out  (tich  a  Glow  of 
Health,  toA  Chearfuh]e6,  iJiat,  on  the  St^^ 
fbw  ^pe^tors  that  were  not  paft  it,  could 
behold  her  without  Deiire.  It  was  even  a 
l^afhion  among  the  Gay,  and  Yoong,  to  have  a 
Tafte  or  TatSt  for  Mrs.  BracegirdU,  She  in- 
^iti  the  b^  Authors  to  write  for  her,  and 
two 
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two  of  tbem,  when  they  gave  her  %  Liwer, 
in  a  Pla/i  reem'd  palp&bly  to  plead  their  own 
Paflions,  .and  make  their  private  Court  to  her, 
in  fidlitious  Qiara£ters.  In  all  the  chief  IVts 
Ae  a£tedi  the  De6ra!^e  was  fo  fKvdommaDt,' 
that  no  Jqdge  could  be  cold  eiX}ugh  to  confider, ' 
firom  w^l^  other  particular  Excellence,  flic  be- 
came delightfol.  To  fpeak  critically  pf  anAp-. 
tEe&,  that  was  extremely  good,  were  as  hazard-. 
OU9,  as  to  be  poiltive  in  one's  Opinioi}  of  the. 
beft  Opera  finger.  People  often  judge  by- 
Compariron,  where  there  is.  no  ShniDtude*  ia 
the  rerfcH-mancx.  So  that»  in  thi)  cale«  lye 
have  only  TaAe  to  appeal  to,  and  of  TaKte  ^me 
can  be  no  difputing.  I  d^U  therefore  onlf 
6y  of  Mrs.  Brac^r4le,  ThM  th«  moft  raii- 
nent  Authors  always  chofe  her  for  their  &- 
Tonrite  Character,  and  fhall  leave  diat  uncoD'' 
teftaUe  Proof  (rf  her  Merit  tt>  its  own  Vahie; 
Yet  let  roc  &y,  th^e  were  two.  very  difierenc 
Chara^rs,  in  which  fhe  ac()u|tte^  herielf  wit^ 
nncommon  Apt^auTe  :  If  any  thiiig  cotild  ex- 
CU&  that  defp^ate  Extravaganqe  orLove,  tha^ 
shndft  frantick  PafSon  of  Xf^s  jikxander  the 
Create  it  muft  have  been,  when  Mrs.  Braces 
girdle  was.  his  Statira :  As  when  file  adcd 
ItSlhnumt,  all  the  Faults,  Follies^  and  Ai&ftaA 
lion  of  that  agreeable  Tyrant,  wtre  venially 
fdeltod.  down  i^to  fo  many  Charms,  and  At- 
tradioos  pf  a  conlcious  Beauty.  In  other  Cha-f 
rafljcrs,  where  Singing  was  a  ncccflary  Part  of 
diem,  her  Voice  and  Action  gave  &  Pleafore; 
\  whfcb 
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wtuch  good  Sco&,  ii^  tbofe  .Days,  vras  not 
aCt^^m'd  to  give.  Praj&  to.        .. . 

She  rcUr'd  fi;oin  d;te  St^ge  in  the  Height 
of.  ,bpr  Favour  from  the  Fublick,  whin  oaoil; 
of.her  Otfea^xffanes,  whom  fhe  had  bee»  bredt 
up  witli,  were  declining,  ip  the  Year  J7I.Q, 
no^  could  ibe  be  perfuaded  to  return  to  it,  un- 
4pr  pfivt  Mailecs,  upon  tbcr  mo;^  advantagpoti^ 
Xf;^*  ^^  w^c  oSered  liec  j  excepti^  «d4 
E^,  about  a  Yev  after, ,  to  aifiA  bet:  good 
]fnead,  Mr.  Bfitterton^  when  ihc  play'd  !»^fr. 
/»p,.in  J^ove  jv  LinKf  fer  bis  Benefit.  She 
^g  J[Ull  the  Happine^  to  retain  )3er  ufiial  Qiev^ 
£jlneis,  and  to  be,  without  the  tra^fitory  Cbaon 
(jf  Youth,  agreeable. 

..,1^  in  my  Account  of  thefe  memorable  Ac-- 
^j^.l  have  not  deviated  from  Truth,  wbi^b, 
in  tbe  leaft  Article,  I  am  not  conlcious  of, 
m^  we  Aot  venture  to  fay.  They  had  not 
t))pr  Equals,  at  any.  one  Time,  upon  anjf 
Thoatie  ia. Europe?  Or,  if  we  confine  the 
C9gipari&}D,  to  that  of  France  akne,  I  be« 
ij^iie  no  other  Stage  can  be  much  difpa^'d, 
by  beit^  left  out  ^  the  queftion  j  which  can^ 
90t  ^perly  be  decided,  by  the  fiogle  Merit  of 
^y  one  Ador  >  whether  their  Baron  or  our 
petUrten^  might  be  the  Superior,  (tak^  which 
Side  yott  pleafe)  that  Point  reaches,  either  way; 
but  to  a  thirteenth  part  of  wliat  I  comcod  for, 
viz.  That  no  Stage,  at  any  (mi«  Period,  q9ul4 
iheyr  thirteeii  Actors,  Iknding  all  in  ^ua^ 
Uglbts  of  Excellence,  in  their  ProfeHioa :  Aw^ 
t.  4PL  the  bolder,  in  this  Challenge,  to  any 
othcTi 
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odierNation,  becaaftna Theatre  having  fb  OC" 
tended  a  Variety  of  natural  CiiaRUffcers,  as  tbd 
EngUp,  can  have  a  DenUind'for  Afbars  of  fadi 
Tarious  Capacities;  why  theti;  where  the^cWl 
not  be  equally  wanted,  OiMiId  vn  fyppofh 
them,  at  any  one  time,  'to  ha7e  erifted  t 

How  fanperfed  focver  this  a^oos  Acoont 
of  diem  may  be,  I  am  not  widuuc  Hope,  at ' 
!eaft,  it  may  in  fome  degree  (bew,  what  Ta^ 
lents  are  requiflte  to  make  Aaors  vahufak: 
And  if  that  may  any  ways  inform,  tx  affj&ihe 
Jndgment  of  fiiturc  Spc^ton,  it  may,  as  often, 
be  of  fervice  to  their  poblick  EntertainmenCs ; 
fer  as  their  Hearers  are,  fo  -wUtAdcrs  be  $ 
worfe,  or  better,  as  the  Me,  or  tme  Taflcr^p^ 
|)ktids,  or  difconunends  them.  Hence  ca^ 
can  our  Theatres  improve,  at  mnft  degc- 
nd:ate. 

'There  k  another  Poin^  relating  to  the  hard 
Condition  of  thole  who  write  for  the  Stage, 
which  !  would  recommend  to  the  Cmfidera^ 
titm  of  their  Hearers ;  which  is,  that  the  ex- 
treme Severity  with  which  they  damn  a  bad 
Fiay,  Teems  too  terrible  a  Wamii^  to  thofe 
vrhoCt  untried  Genius  might  hereafter  give  them 
a  good  one :  Whereas  it  might  be  a  Tempta* 
tion,  to  a  latent  Audior,  to  make  the  Expe- 
riment, coald  he  be  fure  that,  though  not  vp^- 
proved,  his  Mufe  might,  at  leaft,  be  difinifi'd 
with  Decency:  But  the  Vivadtyrf  our  .mo- 
dem Criticks,  is  of  late  groWn  fo  riototn^  that. 
an  uhibccelsfiil  Author  has  no  more  Mercy 
fliewn  him>  than  a  notorious  Cheats  in  a  PiHo> 
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ryi  mtrf  Fool,  <te  kwfft  Meaikw  of  thi 
Mob,  liMMaM  «  Wi^  aati  will  bm  a  fling  «t 
Imdi  "naj  cane  apw  to  •  «w  PUy,  Uk« 
HoHodi  teaOsBokt  and  are  all  inBiiiU  Ciy, 
fiiaciiowa  fat  as  How  tagethcr,  biiiife  tlw 
CaRunnlM  wtbowit  Maoi^  thcin.  S«ni 
thai)  GoHinimn  amot  tot  aUwi  itiu aPlajr 
wmlwiinml  ate  a  6i{  HeKtng,  &lla  wiib 
tbrke  lb*  I^KXmiy,  t»  when  h  '» ttfi^  <bM 
tnwmwi  JttOia, 

Bit  w^n  their  critical  Intnnqi^iu  grotr 
lb  laj4  aixl  of  fii  long  a  Contioiiwcp,  that 
ibc  Atlcptioii  of  quiet  Pco^  (tlii(«icl>  ¥»  i> 
ComplaU  Criticks)  is  temty'd,  a»d  the  Skit] 
4f  the  i^ifters  quite  dilconcerted  by  the  Torndt* 
t€  Pktf  then  femu  rethar  to  All  by  AShSv, 
tlna  by  a  lawiiil  Savtepce.  Is  it  poAbk  ihat 
i)fh  Aa^um  can  receive  Delight,  or  tbtnk  It 
any  Praife  to  them,  to  profecute  fo  iii]anous» 
ib  DDmanJy  a  Treatment  p  And  tho*  perhaps 
the  Ccni{4£ionate,  on  Uie  other  fide  (who 
know  they  have  as  good  a  Right  to  ctap,  atl4 
fjpport;  as  others  have  to  catcall,  damn,  and 
dd[hoy,)  may  oppofe  this  OppreHlon ;  their 
Ooe4-i«tHre,alasI  contributes  little  tothe.lM- 
#c6}  for  in  this  ibit  of  Civil  War,  the  unhftf^ 
Author,  like  a  good  Prince,  while  hi&Stibje^ 
•w  at  moital  Variance,  is  liir«  to  be  a  Lolcf 
by  a  ViSsry  00  either  Side ;  for  Hill  the  Com- 
taaowealth,  his  Play,  is,  dutiqg  the  C^nfiia, 
torn  to  piec«s.  While  this  is  the  Cafe,  while 
the  Theatre  is  fo  tufbuisol  a.  Sea,  and  fo  ia- 
Med  with  Fiiaw^  wM  Postical  Metdm*. 
L  oi 
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of  any  Subflance,  w31 --vcntmc  to  tride  in  tt  ^ 
M  thefbvaKiflt  Genclemen  pretend  to  be  Lov- 
ers of  Plays,  ^hy  will  they  deter  Gentlemen, 
from  ^nog  them  fncb  as  are  fit  for  Gentle- 
men to  fee  ?  In  a  word,  this  new  Race  of  Qi- 
dcks  leem  to  me,  like  the  Lion- Whelps  in  the 
?0uwr,  who  are  j[b  b6ift<croofly  gamefome  at 
their  NleaK  that  they  daih  down  the  Bowls 
of  Mlk,  brought  iox  their  own  Breakfiift. 

As  a  good  Play  is  certainly  the  moft  rational^ 
and  the  h%heft  Entertainment,  that  Human 
Invention  can  prodtice,  let  that  be  my  Apolt^ 
(if  I  need  any)  for  having  thus  freely  deliver'd 
my  Mind,  in  behalf  of  thole  Guitlenun,  who, 
under  fuch  calamitous  Hazards,  may  hereafrer 
be  reduced  to  wrhe  for  the  Stage,  who&Cale 
I  ihall  companionate,  from  the  fiune  Motive, 
that  prev^'d  on  X^i^t  to  affift  the  Tr^ms  in 
Diftrefi. 

Nan  ignara  malt  mferti  fuccwrere  difa  .Virg. 

Or,  as  Dtyden  has  it, 

I  kam  to  ^ty  Woes  Jo  like  ny  own. 

If  thde  particular  Gent1em«)  have  ^me^ 
times  made  me  the  hnmbled  Ot^ed  of  their 
Wit,  and  Humour,  their  Triumph  at  leaA  has 
done  me  this  invcduntary  Service,  that  it  has 
driven  me  a  Year  or  two  fooner  into  a  qoiet 
Life,  than  otherwiie,  my  own  want  of  Ji«^- 
ment  might  have  led  me  to:  i  left  the  Stage, 
before  my  Strength  left  me;  and  tho'  1  came 
to  it  again,  for  kaic  few  Days,  a  Year  or  two 
S  sfter  J 
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flfiet ;  my  RecepciDn  there  not  only  tum'fi  ^ 
Rry  Acdoimt^  knt  feem'd  &  &ir  limtation,  that 
I-<wodilsaalM:my.  Wics  moreirequent :  But, 
taffife'ovtx  a,  Winner,  can  be  no  very  impru- 
dd^  Refbhidon. 


.,,.';.  ■   c  H  A  p. ;  VI. _  ■  ,^  . 

tit  Autbdr*s  ^/i  Step  upon  the  Stage.-  Wi 
•  IXfioura^ementi:  7be6gjl^£f<rs  in  Europe^ 
iii-as'ti.  A  Ret)obitmy  in  their  FaMut, 
JSng  Wniiam  grants  them  a  Licence  to  a^ 
in  ^ncoln's-lnr*  Fiplds.  The  Atthor's  Difi 
trejs,  in  being  thoitgbt  a  vmrfe  ABor  than  a 
Poet.  Reduc'd  to  write  a  Fart  for  himfelf 
ISi  SucceJ}.  More  Remarks^  upon  Tbeatri'^ 
cal  A£lion.    Some,  t^on  bimftif. 

|AVING  given  you  the  State  of  the 
Theatre,  at  my  6rft  AdmHTion  to  it; 
I  am  now  drawing  towards  the  feveral 
'  Revolattons  it  fui&r'd,  in  my  own 
Timej  But  (as  you  find  by  the  letting  outof  my 
Hiftory)  that  1  always  intended  myiclf  thcHeroe 
<rf'.  it,  it  sny  be  necellaf  y  to  let  you  know  me^ 
io  myOblctifity,  aa  well  as  in  my  higher  Light. 
vlien  I  beeame  me  of  the  Th^trkal  Trium- 
vkafc-   ■■    ■     -^ 

>The  Patsatecs,  who  were  now  Nbfiers  of 
this  tuiited,  and  only  Company  of  Comedians, 
ieem'd  to  make  it  a  Rule,  that  oo  young  Per- 
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fons,  de£rousto  bcAfteiv,  flioald  be  admitted 
.  ioto  Pay  under,  at  leoft,  half  a  Year's  Pcoba^ 
^n  \  wifely  knowing,  that  how  evly  ibenrer 
they  migh  the  approv'd  of,  there  could  ho  so 
great  fear  of  loiing  them,  while  (ho^  had, 
tnen,  no  6ther  Market  to  go  to.  But,  alasl 
Pay  was  the  leaft  of^miy  Cohrem ;  the  Joy, 
(uid  Privilege  of  every  Vky  feeing  Plays,  for 
nothings  I  thought  \iifas  a  fufficient  Confidera- 
tion,  for  the  beft  of  my  Services.  So  d»t  h 
^a^  DO  Pain  to  my  Patiooce,  diat  \  waited  luU 
threo  (^^urters  of  a  Year,  be&re  I  was  taken 
ijito  a  S^lla^  of  Ten  ^dllinKs  ;»^  Week ;  which, 
wi^  the  Aflifiance  of  Food,  and  RaimeM,  at 
my  Father's  Hopfe,  I  then  thought  a  moft 
^eotUtA  A,cceflion,  and  myfelf  the  happidii  of 
Mortals. 

The  fir(i  Thing  that  enters  into  the  Head  of 
a  young  A(ftor,  is  that  of  being  a  H^oc :  In 
this  Ambition  I  was  foon  fnubb'd,  by  the  In- 
fufficicncy  of  my  Voice ;  to  which  inl^t  be 
added,  an  uninform'd  me^e  Perlbn  (tho'  then 
not  ill  made)  with  a  diliml  pale  Caknjdenoa. 
Under  thefe  P^ladvafitages,  I  had  but  a  me- 
Ii«pcholy  Pro^ffc  of  ever  playing  d  Lover, 
with  Mn.  Bracegjrdle,  whjdi  I  had  flatter'd 
toy  Hopes,  that  my  Youth  m^ht  <»i£  Pay, 
have  recommended  me  to.  What  woi  vtcA 
praniillng  in  me,  then,  was  die  AptiK&  of  my 
Ear ;  for  I  was  foon  allow'd  to  fpCi^  juftly, 
tfao'  what  was  grave  and  ferious,  did  nt>t  squal- 
ly become  me.  The  lirft  Pftrt,  thtrcicvc,  in 
which  I  appear'd,  with  any  gEmpfe  ctf  Sac- 
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cefi,  was  the  CSiaplun  in  the  Orphim  of  Ot~ 
iBtfy.     There  is  in  this  Cbarader  (of  one  Sqpne 
only)  a  decent  HeafarUry,  and  Sen{e  enough  to 
flieW  an  Audieace,  whether  the  AiSor  has  any 
himrolf.    Here  was  the  firft  Applaufe  I  ever 
iweiv'd,  which  you  may  be  fure,  made  mt 
Hdait  leap  with  a  higher  Joy,  than  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  de&ribe  \  and  yet  my  Txznfycxt  was 
hot  mea  half  fo  high,  as  at  wh^t  Coodmax 
(who  had  now  leit  the  Stage)  laid  of  me,  the 
tiext  Day,  is  my  hearing.     Goodman  often 
came  to  a  Rehear^l  for  Amufement,  and  bal- 
ing Ate  out  the  Orphan^  the  Day  bdcre  i  in  k 
ConTer&tion  with  fome  of  the  principal  Ad- 
ins,  onquir'd  what  new   young  Fellow  that 
was,  whom  he  had  feen  in  the  Chaplain  t 
Upon  which,  Monfort  reply'd,  ^baV^i  be,  be- 
hindyat.     Goodman  then  turning  about,  look'd 
carncAly  at  me,  and,  after  &me  Paufe,  clap^ 
ping  me  on  the  Shoulder,  r^oln'di .  If  be  does 
mt  make  a  good  A£ior,  TU  be  d — n'd!   Thfc 
Surprize  of  being  commended,  by  one  who< 
had  been  hlmfelf  fo  eminent,  on  the  Stage, 
and  in  fo  politive  a  manner,  was  more  than  I  - 
coald  fopport ;  in  a  Word,  it  almofl  took  a- 
way  toy  &eatb,  and  (laugh,  if  ybU   pleafe) 
ftifl^  drew  Tear^  from  my  Eyes !  And  tho'  It 
may  be  as  ridiculous,  as  incredible,  to  tell  you 
what  a  fell  Vanity,  and  Content,  at  th«  tin* 
pbffds'd  me,  I  will  (till  make  it  a  Cjutftiofl, 
whether    Alexander   himielf,    or  O^driei '  the 
Twelfth  erf  Sweden,  when  at  the  rfcad  ofthiir 
fifft  yiftoriouB  Armies,   could   feel  a  gteater 
L  3  Tranf- 
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Traofpoi^  in  their  Bofbnu,  than  I  did  tbea 

in  mine,  when  but  in  the  Rwu-  of  this  Ttwfp 

of  Comedians.    You  fee,  to  what  low  Paid* 

culars  I  am  forced  to  defcoid,  to  give  you  % 

tru«  R«ierab)ance  of  the  eariy  and  lively  Fotr 

lies  of  my  Mind.    i^x.  me  give  you  another 

Inftancn,  of  my  Difcredon,  more  (kfperate^ 

than  that,  of  fffc&rring  the  Stage,    to  any 

Dtho'  Views  of  Life.    One  might  thin^,- tha( 

the  Madoelfi  of  breaking,   &om  the  Advice^ 

and  Ca»  of  Parents,  to  turn  Player,   could 

noteaiily  Iw  ofceedcdi  But  what  think  you, 

6ir,  of  "— ^  Matrimony  ?  which,  before  I  wat 

Two-andrtwcnty,  1  actually  committed^  when 

I  had  but  Twenty  Pounds  a  Year,  which  my 

Father  had  alTur'd  to  me,  and  Twenty  ShiW 

lings  a  Week  from  my  Theatrical  !l«abour%  to 

maintain,   a;  I   then   thought,   the  happi6l( 

young  (roaple,  that  ever  took  a  L?ap  in  the 

Darkl  If  after  this,  to  complete  my  Fortunb, 

I  turn'd  Poet  too,  this  laft  Folly,  indeed,  had 

fomething  a  better  Excuse, — Ncccfllty:  Had 

it  never  been  my  Lcrt  to  have  come  on  th^ 

Suge,  'tis  probable,  I  might  never  have  been 

indin'd,  or  reduc'd  to  have  wrote  for  it:  But 

having  once    expos'd   my    Perfon  tb^c,    I 

thought  it  could  be  no  additional  Diflionour  to 

let  my  Parts,  whatever  they  were,  take  their 

Fortune  ajong  with  it. — But,  to  return  to  die 

Progreft  I  made  as  ^n  A^or. 

Qupen  Mary  having  commanded  the  Deuile 

Z>ealer  to  be  aded,  Kynajon  happen'd  to  be  fo 

illf  that  he  could  not  hope  to  be  iddq  ne^ 

Pay 
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Day  to  perfdnn  his  Fait  of  the  L<^  Touch' 
vncd.  In  this  Exigence,  the  Author^  Mr.  Con* 
greoe^  adviafd  that  it  might  be  ^ven  to  me,  if 
at  fb  ibort  a  Warning  I  wotdd  undertake  it. 
The  Flattery  of  bdng  tfauB  diflinguiib'd  by  ib 
celebnUod  an  Author,  and  the  Honour  to  aA 
befoce  a  (^een,  you  may  be  £ire,  nude  me 
btind  to  whatever  Difficulties  might  attend  it, 
J  accepted  Uie  Fart,  and  vas  ready  in  it  before 
I  llept  {  next  Day  the  Queen  was  (we&nt  at 
(he  Flay,  and  was  receiv'd  with  a  new  IVo- 
If^ue  6-om  the  Author,  Ipdcen  by  Mrs.  Azrry, 
humbly  iu:knowledging  the  great  Honour  dtme 
to  the  Stage,  and  to  lus  Play  in  paiticular:  Two 
Lines  of  it,  wiuch  tho*  I  luvc  notlioce  read,  I 
ftill  remember. 

Bctf  Brtwrroff^m  Rotne,  war  Athens Jfw, 
So  fair  a  Circle^  or  Jo  hri^bi  a  ^en. 

After  the  Pla^  Mr.  Congreve  made  me  the 
Compliment  of  ikying.  That  1  had  not  only 
anfwcr'd,  but  had  exceeded  his  Expcaations, 
and  that  be  would  fhew  me  he  was  lincere,  by 
his  laying  more  of  me  to  the  Matters. — —He 
was  as  good  as  his  Word,  and  the  next  Pay- 
day,. 1  found  my  ^lary,  of  fifteen,  was  then 
advajic'd  to  twenty  Shillings  a  Week.  But 
alas!  this  fevourablc  Opinion  ofMx.Cot2greve, 
made  no  £irther  Jmpreflion  upon  the  Judg- 
ment of  my  good  Matters  -,  it  only  fcrv'd  to 
heighten  my  own  Vanity  j  but  could  not  re- 
commend roe  to  any  new  Trials  of  my  Capa- 
city j  not  a  Step  farther  could  I  get,  'till  the  Com-i 
L4  '       P*?2 
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ptoy  wis  again  diviibdj  nwhsn  the  D^kction 
of  tho  beil  A^rs  left  «  dear  Stage,.  |br 
]Fouoger  CbampkutiE  to  moaou,  and  &wr.  their 
bift  Ponea£ons  to  FavDOr.  Itei  it  is.  no^  timfi 
10  «qt0r  upon  th6&  iFade^  that  ianfti^Ately 
pftoodod'  this  mftaxfetble.  ftevtdotioa  «f.  tm» 
Tbourc  '   ■ 

¥oa  Iuf4  £»n  how  complete  a  Bet  of  A^" 
on  vtee  andec  the  Gomnmcnt  of  theiumted 
Fitefitfl  ill  1690 )  if  their  Gaiiu  w«e  not  etc-* 
tiBOfdiirary,  vrhat  fliaU  we  inpote  it  to,  but 
fame  exoaordioary  ill  Mamtgement  ?  I  was  then 
too  young  to  be  in  tfadr  Soctots,  and  ihemfore 
ean  only  obferve  upm  what  I  law,  add  faav« 
finoe  thought  vifibly  wroi^. 

Though  the  Succels  of  the  Prtfkttt^  and 
King  jh-tbur  (two  dramatick  Operas,  in  which 
the  Patentett  had  embarlc'd  all  their  Hopes) 
was,  in  Appearance,  very  great,  yet  their 
vhole  Receipts  did  not  ft)  iar  balance  their  Ex- 
pence,  as  to  keep  them  out  of  a  large  Debt, 
which  it  was  publickly  known  was,  about  thi^ 
time,  contraifted,  and  which  found  Work  for 
the  Couf  I  of  Chancery  for  about  twenty  Years 
fbUowing,  till  one  fide  of  the  Caufe  grew 
weary.  Bat  this  was  not  all  that  was  wrong ; 
every  Branch  of  the  Theatrical  Trade  had  been 
iacri^'d,  to  the  neceflary  fitting  out  thoTe  tall 
Ships  of  Bgrthen,  that  were  to  bring  home 
the  Indies,  Plays  of  courfc  were  ncgleded, 
Adors  held  cheapo  and  flightly  drefi'd,  white 
Slngen,  and  Dancers  were  bettel*  paid, '  and 
embraider'd.  Thefc  Meafures,  of  cJourfe,  a©- 
r     ,  ■'  ated 
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ftK^MitrsiatiAgt,  Mottefide,  and  Itl-hattHAit 
andComniipt^tbcDtfaer.  Wbenitbecimti 
asee£&rf  ikemSbeti  tbkBsb^tic  Gbftrge,  aRo 
^hiiibft  trai  ttkiiA  to  be^fi  whh  tht  S&UaiieA 
()f  die  AOdt-s ;  {CM  whit  (2eib'd  to  fnaktj  thb 
RdMofion  mbre  hece&ty  at  thi»  time,  -vni 
the  LoEi  of  Nwtfi,  Mofifart,  and  iw^,  whb 
ady'dabobr  lihe  feme  Yfear:  No  Wondcf 
tbtti,  if  vrheh  ihefe  great  Vifkrs  Were  at  onctt 
feBiov*d>  the  Building  grew  weaker,  aAd  tfad 
Aiidieii£c4  very  much  sbaced,  Now  id  diis 
B^tteft,  wbab  more  natutal  Remedy  coold  bd 
feond,'  thao  Co  incite  and  eficourage  (thb'  with 
fbtne  Hoeafd)  the'  Indaftry  Of  the  furviving 
Adors  ?  Rit  the  Patentees,  it  fecms,  thougM 
the  furcr  way  Was  to  bring  down  thdr  Pay,  Tn 
pK^nrtion  to  the  Fall  of  d^eir  Andfences.  To 
fflafce  "this  Projeia  mwe  fcafiblej  ihcy  proposed 
tob^in  at  the  Head  of  them,  righdy  judging, 
diat  if  the  IMncipals  acquiefc'd,  their  Inferiors 
wobld  murmur  in  Tain.  I'a  bring  this  aboat 
widi  a  better  Grace,  they  under  Pretence  of 
bringing  younger  Aftors  forwards,  order'd  fe- 
vofEtl  (tf  Bettertm\  and  Mrs.  Barry's  chief 
1^8  to  be  given  to  young  Pmve/,  and  Mri 
Bracegirdk.  In  this  they  committed  two  paU 
labkf  Brrort ;  for  while  the  bcft  Adlors  are  in 
Hfttlth,  and  ftill  on  the  Stage,  the  Publick 
Is  always  apt  to  be  out  of  humour,  whert 
fliofe  of  a  lower  Clafs  pretend  to  ftand  iA 
their  Places  j  or  admitting,  at  this  time,  they 
ihight  have  been  accepted,  this  Projtft  might 
very  [nobid}ly  have  leflen'd,  but  cpuld  not 
pofQbly 
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^SsiAy  oieDd  ao  Audience  %  wd  wu  a  fiiro 
Lois  c^  that  THoe,  in  Au4;wg,  whkh  might 
have  been  better  aapdoy'd  ia  givlog  the  Au- 
ditor Variety,  the  mAy  Tempttticn  to  «■  pdl'd 
Appetite «  ^lu^  Variety  is  only  to'bc  gtT«x  t^ 
luiuftry:  But  loduAiy  will  alwajn  be  Ia«w, 
when  the  A&QX  has  Reafon  to  bs  difconteo- 
ted.  This  the  Pateotees  did  not  coofider,  or 
pretended  not  to  value,  whUe  they  t^o^^ 
their  Power  &cui^  aod  tmcontroulablc:  But 
£uthj^,  their  firfl:  Projedl:  did  not  Succeed  s  foe 
tbo*  the  giddy  Head  of  Powd,  acoepted  th<; 
Parts  of  Btttertmi  Mrs.  ^racfgirJk  had  9, 
dificrent  way  of  thinlcing,  and  deiir'd  to  be 
cxcas'd,  from  thofe  of  Mrs.  Barry  i  her  good 
Senfe  was  not  to  be  milled  by  the  inlidjgus 
Favour  of  the  Patentees ;  (he  knc V  the  Stage 
was  wide  enough  for  her  Succefs,  without  en- 
tring  into  any  fuch  rafh>  and  invidious  Com- 
petition, with  Mrs.  Barry,  and  therefore  whol- 
ly reflis'd  adwg  any  Part  Chat  'properly  be- 
}x>Dg^d  to  her.  But  this  Proceeding,  however, 
vas  Warning  enough  to  make  Betterton  be  up- 
on his  Guard,  and  to  alarm  others,  with  Ap* 
weheniions  of  their  own  Safety,  from  toe 
Ueiign  that  was  laid  againft  him:  Bettertm^ 
upon  this,  drew  into  his  Party  moft  of  the 
valuable  Ai^drs,  who,  to  fecure  their  Unity, 
enter'd  with  him  into  a  fort  of  Ailbcia- 
tion,  to  ftand,  or  f<dl  together.  AU  this  the 
patentees  lor  £}me  time  fl^hted.  but  when 
Matters  drew  towards  a  Crifis,  they  found  it 
tdvifcable  to  take  the  lame  Mcafiires,  and  aN 
cordingly 
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cording^y  opep'd  an  Aflbciatkui  on  their  part » 
both  which  woe  iereralty  figo'd,  as  the  In- 
tf^cA  or  InduKttion  of  dther  Side  led  than. 

Dorii^  thels  Contentions,  whidi  the  im^ 
politic^  Patentees  had  rais'd  againft  themfelves 
(not  only  l^  this  I  have  mentioned,  but  l^ 
many  other  Grievances,  which  my  Memory 
retains  not)  the  h^ion  aSet'd  z  Treaty  of 
Pexs;  but  their  M^ers  iniagining  no  Coti. 
jequeooe  conld  fkOsc  the  Right  of  their  Au- 
fbority,  refii$'(l  all  Terms  of  Accommodation. 
In  i\»  mean  time  this  Diflention  was  fo  [n-qn- 
dicial  to  thcff  daily  Af&irs,  that  2  ronember  it 
was  allow'd  by  both  Parties,  that  before  Q>n^* 
ffias,  the  Patent  had  toft  the  getting  of  at  leaft 
»  thouland  Founds  by  it. 

My  having  been  a  Witneis  pf  this  unnece^ 
lary  Rupture,  was  of  great  ufe  to  me,  urtien 
inany  Years  :^er,  1  came  to  he  9  Manager  my 
felf.  I  hiid  it  down  as  4  ietUed  Maxim,  tha( 
po  Company  could  flourifh  while  the  chief 
Aftors,  and  the  Undertakers  were  at  variance 
}  ther^ore  made  it  a  Point,  while  it  was  pof> 
Able,  upon  tolerable  Temas,  to  keep  the  ra^ 
juable  kOaofs  in  humour  with  their  Station  f 
^d  tho'  I  was  as  jealous  of  their  Encr(»cfa« 
ments,  as  any  of  my  Co-partnerr  could  be,  -  J 
plways  guarded  againft  the  leaft  Warmth,  in 
my  ^xpoftulations  with  them ;  not  but  at  the 
Jame  tinie  they  might  fee,  I  was  perhaps  more 
4etermin'd  in  the  C^^idUon,  than  thofe  th^ 
gave -a  loofe  to  their  Re&ntmen^  and  wbeft 
they  were  oiol,  were  as  apt  to  recede.  1  do 
not 
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floi  femembet  that  ever  I  made  a  Prbmife  td 
aft]r,  that  I  dill  not  keep,  and  tftetefbretntstaai 
tioas  how  I  nsade  them.  This  CoUhiefi^  lito* 
km^A  not  p\aSe,  at  leaftlelt  the^ndtlxiiig 
to  letHxacfa  me  with  t  and  if  Teiiiper,  and  fs^ 
Wotds  oooM  prevent  a  Dii(4»li^AfoA,  I  wa« 
fare  never  to  ^^ve  OffiuKc  or  teceive  it  fitit 
as  I  wtb  but  one  of  three,  I  cctold  not  oUigd 
others  to  bb&rve  the  &me  GDndud.  How^ 
crer,  by  this'means,  I  kept  many  an  unteafoti<* 
able  Diibontent,  frcon  breaking  out,  and  both 
Sides  found  their  Account  in  it. 

Howa  contemptuous  and  ovetbearing  m&nnor 
of  treating  Affcors  bad  like  tor  have  Tuin'd  us, 
ift  our  early  ProTperity,  Ih^l  be  Ibewn  in  iti 
Place:  If  future  Managers  fbotdd 'chance  to 
think  my  vray  right,  I  ruppofe  they  will  follow 
k ;  if  not,  when  they  find  Miat  happeo'd  to 
the  Patcdtees  (who  cbofe  to  dilagree  with  thtit 
People)  perhaps  they  may  think  better  of  it. 

The  Patcmees  then,  who  by  thdr  united 
Powers,  had  made  a  Monopoly  of  the  Stage,, 
and  confeqoently  prefum'd  they  might  impofe 
what  Conditio^  they  pleafcd  upon  their  Peo^ 
pie,  did  not  confider,  that  they  V?ere  all  rfm 
while  cndearouring  to  cnflave  a  Set  t>f  Aifbore, 
Whom  the  Publick  (more  arbittaty  than  them<- 
felves)  were  inclined  to  fipport ;  nor  did  tJicy 
reflet,  that  the  Spcftator  naturally  wifh^i 
that  the  Aftor,  *ho  give  him  Delight,  nli^ 
enjoy  the  Profits  afifing  firam  his  Labonrj  withi. 
tout  regard  of  what  pretended  Damage,  or  In* 
juftfce  might  M  uprajhis  Owners,  whole  pcr- 
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iw^  Merit  the  PuUick  was:act  jb  vdl  ac- 
qwiatod  mth;  Ftoiq  this  CosfidaiatiQa^  tlicfw 
^terat  Fedboaof  the  higbc&DttiDAk)Q.ejj^(iD»'d 
th^.C«iife,Aiut£)factiixk«,  in:tbo  Girdev  oiw 
tscMJb'd .tlwilOng  with  tb?  fitaceof  tke  Thea* 
tt«.  At  Icagifaitbctr  Gnew)Q»  wes  laid  bc^ 
&t«  the  Earl  <A  Dozp^  then  Loid  Chnnbwt 
lain^  who  tookiloe  moft  c&&tnl  Method  W 
tfafir  Rdief.Xfae  Learned  of  die  Lav  vuro 
«d«if&d  wiftb,  and  they  gav&tJBsir  Opiniwi^  Aai 
no  ^teot  for  aAing  Pbys,  ^c,  .001^  tie  up 
die  Hands  of  ifiict^eding-  Prince^  ftom  griuit- 
ing  the  lihet  Authbcityi  where  it  laight  ho 
^tougbt  propel  te  tniA  it.  But  ^^kdle  ^  A£t 
^-:Vastn  Ag^tioii,  Queco  .A£irj>  dj^d,  wbklv 
of  coorib  oco£on'd  a  Ce0atioo  of  all  pi^icfe 
QiMrQoM.  In  this  mdanoholr  lomiiQ,  Btt-i 
Uht^h  and  hdaiAdhorentsiudmore  Leifne  to. 
ftifficit:  their  Rjcdrefr;  and  the  Pateftteet  noar 
fiadjpg,  that  the-  Pvtjr  agtuoft  theot  vas^f> 
tfasriog  Sucngth,  were  reducet}  to  mike  &re 
ofaS'^aDd  a  C^iBpaoy,  as  the  Leavings  flf  Atf- 
^frMR!K.fMnBft-aould  ibraa;  and  thefis,  yax 
Dpay  he::&re,  would  not  lofa  this  Occafion  of 
ftttu^  a  Gcioe  npoa  their  Meril^  equal  10  thdr 
QWD  Ofaniock^f  h*  vhicfa  was  but  u]ft  daubl& 
til  arittt  they  had  befoic;  PavJ,  and  Fir" 
btmfgitn^  wIk)  had  then,  biu  fixty  SbiUhgs  x 
Week,  vaa.ooar  aufedjcacb.of  them  to  ftnr 
fitendv  aod-ikherB  io  Proportion :  As.  for  my 
iU^'i  wa&  thca''tot)  iniigaificant  lo  betaken 
i^lD  ilietr  Coonctk^  and  eonfequenily^  fiood- 
anoi^^thofcof.  little  lo^Kxtance,  hfce  Cattle  n. 
'i;-.:  ■  •  a 
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aMarket,  tobefc^totheiirft  fiidder.  Mat 
the  Pafisfuees  iebmiog  in  the  graoer  Diftnis  for 
Adois,  ooDdefecndedtopurdialems.  Thus, 
widioat  ony^rdur  Merits  than  that  ci  bdng 
a  icarcc  CottmtodAyi  I  was  advanced  t&  daty 
SfaiUngs  fl  Week:  Yet  our  Company  iras  fa 
,fu  fitim  being  &U,  that  our  Commanders  wne 
fccced  to  beat  uj>  for  Volanteers,  ia  feveral 
dKbot  Counties ;  it  was  this  Occafioa  that  &rft 
hcoag^^^n&ff^  and  Btt^K^  to  Che  Serrico  of  the 
Thcatro-Royal. 

Fenxs  being  thus  rai&d,  and  the  War  de- 
dared  on  both  Sides,  Bettertm  and  his  Chiefi 
had  the  Honour  of  an  Audience  of  the  Kaigt 
who  cobfidet'd  them  aa  .the  only  Sutgofts, 
whom  he  liad  not  yet  delivec'd  irtxn  artntrary 
I^wcT}  and  gracioufly  difinii^d  them,  with 


an  Afluiance  of  Relief,  and  Support.—— ^Ao 
Gordingly  a  fcled  Number  of  them  were  im- 
power'd  by  his  Royal  Licence,  to  ad  in  a  le- 
parate  Theatre,  for  themfelves.  This  great 
Point  being  obbun'd,  many  People  of  Q^Jity 
came, into  a  voluntary  Subscription  of  twenty, 
aid  fome  of  forty  Guineas  a-piece,  for  ercfting 
a  Theatre  within  the  WaUs  of  the  Tcnnia- 
Court,  in  Lincohfs-^-PiehU.  But  as  it  r&< 
qiured  lune  to  fit  it  np,  it  gave  the  Patentees 
ntore  Le^ure  to  moAer  dieir  Forces,  who  not- 
witfaftanding  were  not  aUe  to  take  the  Field 
tiUtlK£<^«r'Jl£»u^rin.<j^'/iiaUowing.  Their 
firft  Attempt  was  a  reviv'd  Play,  call'd  Ahdtifi-^ 
aur^  or  the  Mier's  HfvengCt  poorly  written, 
by  Mrs.  Bebu,  Tbc  Houlis  vnA  very  fiill,  but 
whether 
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whether  tC  ifras  the  Hay.  or  the  ACtisn^  that 
veto  sot  appnted,  the  next  Dby's  Am^nce 
fimk  to  nodiing.  However,  we  weft  afibred, 
tfaMi  kt'die  An^nces  be  nerer  fo  low,  cm 
ftfoftcn  wonhlinake  good  ail  Defidencec,  end 
ib^indeed  they  did,  *dU  towards  the  £nd  of  the 
Seaibn,  wfaen- Ikies  to  BaUance  came  roo  thick 
ripon  'cm.  Sutthat  I  may  go  gradoaUyon 
widk  i^  own  Foftan^  i  nu^  t^e  this  Occa- 
fioii  to  let  yoDfcnow,  by  the  following Qi^ 
camftancc,  how  veiy  low  my  Capacity,  asaik 
AQoTf  wa»  thea  rated :,  It  was  tbongfat  necef- 
Suf,  at  our  Opening*  that  die  Town  fhotUd 
beaddrefi'd  m  a  aew  Prc^ogue ;  -  but  to  our  great 
DillFeft,  among  leveral^  that  were  ofer'd,  not 
one  was  pAgd  6t  to  be  fpoken.  This  I 
dioogltt  a  &oanUe  Occafion,  to  do  myfelf 
fome  remarkable  Service,  if  1  Ihould  have  the 
good  Fortune,  to  ffax>dncc  one  that  might  be 
acenited.  The  next  (memoraUe)  Day  mf. 
Nbfe  brooght  forth  her  firft  Fruit  that  waa 
ever  made  pDblii±. ;  how  good,  or  bad  imports 
not }  my  I^ogue  was  accepted,  and  refolv'd 
on  to  be  i^lwn.  This  Point  being  gain'd,  1 
b^an  to  fbnd  wpoa  Terms,  you  wUl  by,  not 
murealbnabie ;  which  were,  that  if  I  might 
foeak  it  mylelf,  I  woold  ezped  no  hriStet 
Reward'  for  my  Labour :  This  was  judg'd  as 
bad  as  having  no  Prologoe  at  all  t  You  nav 
im^ine  how  hard  I  thougbt  it,  that  theyduiu 
not  tmft  my  poor  poetical  Brat,  to  ny  owa 
Oae.  But  fince  I  found  it  was  to  be  givea 
into  other  Hands,  I  miifted  that  two  Guineas 
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llioqld  be  tbv  Priae  iif  my  pjitipg  vmM  U  t 
vbieh  mtl)  a  i)gk  I  roxiTn),  miPmei  (fejui 
tlieitglciew:  fti«  ewry  line,  ihu  w«siip- 
plwM,  vtect  imely  to  my  ifceq,  when  !«>• 
fldOci),  that  the  lame  Fnife  mttit  haw  two 
givtn  la  my  oiral^aking !  ix»  ael)WAe$llo• 
<»ii  of  tb«  Author  compeolate  tiw  OiflnA  of 
ilw  A£^.  HowcKt,  in  tht^ndi  it  df'i,  ia 
iiBHixt,  tomenlourPepiile'sOimisnQf  msi 
aqi  winwvcf  t)u  Crlddu  night  dtonk  of  U. 
que  of  the  PMcnten  (who,  it  it  me,  kneir  at 
JXtSmax  JbetTcen  Or}4m  swd  i)'«ry^)  &i^ 
Dpoo  tlie  Soccc&of  it,  thatiBtoothl  I  va^-ttn 
ingcaioiw  yousg  Man.  Thia  fob#  Gomf>li- 
gMW  («{»'  I  could  have  BO  Kenlcn  lobt  TWt 
ap<w  it)  I  tkoogfac  was  a  ftir  Pmmife  m  ngr 
Mug  in  taviwr.  But  to  Mattert  of  mart  ^^ 
laaiit:  Now  let  us  oecoDnokie  the.  Eaemy. 

AAer  we  had  Doles  fixno  few  Qi^  MtKCll 
upon  tbem,  the  Fonxs  of  Bftttrtm  cune  wp: 
vtik  «s  in  ttcrible  Order:  An  about  three 
Weeka  f^ovriog,  thcaevTitcattewasopea'd 
agateft-us,  wkh  a  vetcfaa  Compaay, ' and  A 
aetr  Train  of  Artillery ;  or  in  pbuner  Bttgli^ 
liac  old  AiSton,  in  Uiuo/n's-ha-FuUs  be^, 
with  a  aew  Comedy  of  Mr.  Gmgr^oe'%  call'd 
Jjtlje  for  Ltme ;  wluch  ran  on  with  foch  exn 
aaon&ury  Succe^,  that  they  had  feldom  qo< 
oafion  to  s&  any  other  Flay,  'tiH  the  End  oS 
Ibe  Sealbo.  This  valuable  Play  had  a  aamnr 
E&ape,  fiom  idling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Fa^ 
tentees;  for  before  the  Divifion  of  the  Com* 
fleny,  il  had  been  read,  and  accepted  ofattha 
Theatre- 
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Theatte-RoyaL:  Bvt  while  the  Articles  of  A- 
ereemoat  fin:  it  wen  {Kepaiing.  the  Rupture, 
in  the  ThcBtriail  State,  was  fo  he  advanced, 
that  tbfi  Anthoc  tack  thoe  to  pavft^  bcfbce  he 
Bffi'd  tfacm }  whoD  Ending  that  all  Uc^  fi£ 
AooonuDodadon.  wereimpraQicabl^  he  thongM 
it  advifttble  to  Ut  it  .take  io  Fortune,  vnib 
thoib  Aetata  Sx  mhoax  he  had  £tft  iitfmrfcri 
the  Parts. 

Mr.  Oaigrtw  wai  then  io  fiich  high  Repii< 
tatkot  as  an  Author,  that  bcfides  l»i  I^oSt^ 
from  this  Play,  ther  o&icd  him  a  whole 
Share  with  than,  which  he  accepted ;  in  Con- 
iideratkui  of  which  he  obliged  bimfelf,  if  his 
I&^th  pemiittod^  to  gire  them  one  new  Play 
every  Year.  DryJert,  in  King  Charles's  Tmyt, 
had  tha  £Mne  Sh«e  with  the  King's  Company  i 
but  he  bound  himfclf  to  give  them  two  Playa 
every  Seafoo,  This  you  may  imagine  be  could 
not  hold  long,  and  I  am  apt  to  think,  be 
m^bt  have  &rv'd  them  better,  with  one  in 
a  Year,  sot  £0  bsftily  writtoi.  Mr.  Congrevet 
whatever  Impediment  he  met  with,  was  three 
Years  before,  in  purfuance  to  his  Agreement, 
he  produced  the  ^^rmng  Bride  \  and  if  1  mil^ 
take  pot,  the  Interv^  had  been  much  the  iame, 
when  he  gave  them  the  IVay  of  the  World. 
But  it  came  out  the  ,  ftronger,  for  the  Time.it 
coft  him,  and  to  their  better  fupport,  wh^a 
they  Ibrely  wanted  it :  For  though  they  went 
on  with  Succels  for  a  Year  or  two,  and  evcji, 
when  their  Aiiairs  were  declining,  ftood  in 
much  higher  Eilimation  of  the  Publick,  than 
M  theie 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 


j62         the    LIFE    of 

their  Opponents ;  yet,  m  die  End,  both  Sides 
were  great  Sufferers  by  their  Separation ;  the 
natural  Cdnfcqueftce  of  two  Honfea,  which 
1  have  already  mention'd  in  a  former  Qupter. 
The  fifft  Error  this  new  Colony  of  A^ors 
fell  into>  was  dittr  inconfiderately  parting  widi 
Wi/Bam,  and  Mrs.  Monfirtj  upon  a  too  nice 
(not  to  fey  feve^)  Punlftilio  j  in  not  blowing 
them  to  be  equal  Sharers  with  the  reft  j  which, 
before  they  had  atScd  one  Play,  occa£oned  thdr 
Return  to  the  Service  of  the  Patentees.  ■  As  I 
have  called  this  an  Error,  I  ought  to  give  my 
Re^ons  for  it.  Though  the  Induftiy  of  Wil- 
Uams  was'  not  equal  to  his  Capacity  ;  for  he 
lov'd  his  Bottle  better  than  his  BuHnels, }  and 
though  Mrs.  Monfort  was  only  excellent  in 
Comedy,  yet  their  Merit  was  too  great  ahnoft 
on  any  Souples,  to  be  added  to  the  Enemy  j 
and  at  worft,  they  were  certainly  much  more 
above  thofe  they  w6uld  have  ranked  them 
with,  than  they  could  poflibly  be  under  thofe, 
they  were  not  admitted  to  be  equal  to.  Of 
this  Faft  there  is  a  poetical  Record,  in  the 
Prologue  to  Love  for  Love,  where  the  Author 
fpeaking  of  the,  then,  happy  State  of  the 
Stage,  obfcrvcs,  that  if,  in  Pai^dife,  when  two 
oiily  were  there,  they  both  fell  j  the  Surprize 
was  lefs,  if  from  fo  numerous  a  Body  as  thein, 
there  had  been  any  Deferters. 

^aie  the  Wonder^  and  the  Fault  forgive^     T 
Ift  in  our  larger  Family,  we  grieve  t 

One  falling  Adaoit  and  one  tempted  Eve.     J 

Thele 
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Thefe  Lifics  alluded  to  the  Revok  of  the  Per-   . 
foris  above  meotion'd, 

Notwithftanding  the  AcquUition  of  thcfe 
two  A^OTS,  who  were  of  more  Importance, 
than  any  of  thofep  to  whoie  AHifbnce  they 
cam^  the  Aifaifs  of  the  Patentees  were  Aill. 
in  a  very  creeping  Condition  j  ihcy  were  now, 
too  late,  convinced  of  their  Error,  in  having 
provok'd  their  People  to  this  Civil  War  of  the 
Theatre !  quite  changed,  and  difmal,  now,  ^as 
the  Profpeft  before  them  I  their  Houfes  thin, 
and  the  Town  aowding  into  a  new  one  1  Aft- 
ers at  double  Sallaries,  and  not  half  the  ufual 
Audiences,  to  pay  them !  And  all  this  brought 
upon  them,  by  thofe,  whom  their  fiill  Security 
md  contemn'd,  and  who  were  now  in  a  fair 
way  of  making  their  Fortunes,  upon  the  ruined 
Intereft  of  their  Opprcflbrs. 

Here,  tho'  at  this  time,  my  Forbine  de- 
pended on  the  Succefs  of  the  Patentees,  I  can- 
not help,  in  regard'  to  Truth,  remembrlng  the 
rade,  and  riotous  Havock  we  made  of  all  the 
late  dramatic  Honours  of  the  Theatre  I  all 
became  at  once  the  Spoil  of  Ignorance,  and 
Self-conceit !  Sbakefpear  was  defac*d,  and  tor- 
tured in  every  fignal  Charaftcr Harnkt, 

and  Othello,  loft  in  one  Hour  all  their  good 
Senfe,  their  Dignity,  and  Fame.  Brutui  and 
Cqffius  became  noify  Blufterers,  with  bold  un- 
meaning Eyes,  miftaken  Sentiments^  and  tur- 
gid Elocution  !  Nothing,  fure,  could  more 
painfully  regret  a  judicious  Spectator,  than  to 
fee,  at  our  hrft  fettlng  out,  with  what  rude 
M  2  Con- 
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Confidcrtcfi,  thpfe  Habits,  which  aflctfs  of  red 
Merit  had  kft  behind  ihem,  were  worn  by 
giddy  Pretend  ers  that  fo  vulgarly  diigraced  them  I 
Not  yftung  Lawyers  in  hir'd  Robes,  and  Flames, 
ac  a  Mafquerade,  could  be  leis,  what  they 
would  feem,  or  more  aukwaidly  perfonate 
the  Charaders  they  beloDg'd.to.  U*,  in  all 
thefe  A£t6  of  wanton  Wafte,  thefe  Infutts  up- 
on injor'd  Nature,  you  obfervc,  I  have  not 
yet  charged  one  of  them  upon  myfelf;  it  is 
not  from  an  imaginary  Vanity,  that  I  could 
have  avoided  them  ;  but  that  I  was  rather  fa&, 
by  being  too  low,  at  that  time,  to  be  admit- 
ted even  to  my  Chance  of  £dling  into  the  £uiie 
eminent  Errors :  So  that  as  none  of  thofe  ^eat 
Parts  ever  fell  to  my  Share,  I  could  not  be  ac- 
countable for  the  Execution  of  them  :  Nor  in- 
deed could  1  get  one  good  Part  of  any  kind, 
'till  ipahy  Months  after ;  unle&  it  were  of  that 
fort,  which  no  body  cUe  car'd  for,  or  would 
venture  to  expofe  themfelves  in.  The  firft  un- 
intended Favour,  therefore,  of  a  Part  of  any 
Value,  N««flity  threw  upop  me,  on  the  fol- 
lowing Occafion. 

As  it  has  been  always  judg'd  their  natural 
-  Intercft,  where  there  arc  twoTheatres,todoone 
another  as  much  Mifchief  as  they  can ;  you 
may  imagine  it  could  not  be  long,  before  this 
hoftile  Policy  fliew'd  itlelf,  in  Adion.  It  hap- 
pen'd,  upon  our  having  Information  on  a.iStf- 
turd^  Morning,  that  die  Tuejday  after,  Ham- 
let was  intended  to  be  afted  at  the  odier  Houfe, 
where  it  had  not  yet  been  feen  j  our  merry 
_.  managing 
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managing  Affcors,  (&r  they  were  now  In  a 
manner  left  to  govern  themfelves)  refolv'd,  at 
any  rate  to  ileal  a  March  upon  the  Enemy, 
and  take  PolTeflion  of  the  lame  Play  the  Day 
before  them :  Accordingly,  Hamlet  was  given. 
oUt  that  Night,  to  ,.be  ai^ed  with  us  on  Mon- 
day. The  Notice  01  this  fudden  Enicrprizc, 
foon  reach'd  the  other  Houfe,  who,  in  my  O- 
pinion  too  much  regarded  it ;  for  they  fhoiten'd 
thdr  iirft  Orders,  and  refolv'd  that  Hamlet 
fliould  to  Hamlet  be  oppofed,  on  the  fame 
Day  i  whereas,  had  they  given  notice  in  their 
Bills,  that  the  fame  Pky  would  have  been 
aded  by  them  the  Day  after,  the  Town  would 
have  been  in  no  Doubt,  which  Houle  they 
iboold  have  relerved  themfelves  for ;  ours  muil 
certainly  have  been  empty,  and  theirs,  with 
more  Honour,  have  been  crowded  :  Experi- 
ence, many  Years  after,  in  like  Cafes,  has  con- 
vinced me,  that  this  would  have  been  the 
more  laudable  Condu^  But  be  that  as  it  may  ; 
when,  in  their  Monday'^  Bills,  it  was  Teen  that 
Hamlet  was  up  againft  us,  our  Coufternation 
■was  terrible,  to  find  that  fo  hopeful  a  Prcjcft 
was  fiiiftrated.  In  this  Diftrcfe,  Powel,  who  was 
oar  commanding  Officer,  and  whofe  entcrprit- 
ing  Head  wanted  nothing  but  Skill  to  carry 
him  through  the  moft  defperate  Attempts ; 
for,  like  others  of  hts  CaA,  he  had  murder'd 
many  a  Hero,  only  to  get  into  his  Cloadis. 
This  Fowel,  I  iay,  immediately  called  a 
Council  of  War ;  where  the  C^cftion  was, 
Whether  he  ihould  fairly  fece  llw^ncmy,  or 
M  3  nuke 
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inake  a  Retreat,  to  fome  other  Play  of  more 
probable  Safety  ?  It  was  foon  refolved  that  to 
ait  Hamlet  againft  Hamkty  would  be  certainly 
throwing  away  die  Play,  and  difgracing  them- 
felves  to  litde  Or  no  Audience ;  to  conclndc, 
Pcfwely  who  vras  wzVa.  enough  to  envy  Better" 
ton,  as  his  Rival,  propofed  to  change  Plays 
with  them,  and  that  as  they  had  given  out 
the  Old  BatcbeloTy  and  had  chang'd  ix.  fat  Ham- 
let, againft  us ;  we  fhonid  give  up  our  Hamlet, 
and  turn  the  Old  Batcbelor  upon  them.  This 
Motion  was  agreed  to,  Nemine  contradicente  i 
but,  upon  Enquiry,  it  was  found,  that  there 
were  not  two  Perfons  among  them,  who  had 
ever  afted,  in  that  Flay:  But  that  Ot^eftion, 
it  feems,  (though  all  the  Parts  were  to  be  Ihi- 
dy'd  in  fix  Hours)  was  foon  got  over ;  Powel 
had  an  Equivalent,  in  petto,  that  would  bal- 
lance  any  Deficiency  on  that  Score  j  which  was, 
that  he  Would  play  the  Old  Batcbelor  himfelf, 
and  mimick  Betterton  throughout  the  whole 
Part.  This  happy  Thought  was  approv'd  with 
Delight  and  Applaufe,  as  whatever  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  ridicule  Merit,  generally  gives  joy  to 
thofe  that  want  it :  Accordingly,  the  Bills  we're 
chang'd,  and  at  the  Bottom  inferted, 

Jbe  Part  of  the  Old  Batcbelor,  to  be  per~ 
fornid  in  Imitation  of  the  OriginaL 

"Printed  Books  of  the  Play  vrerc  lent  for  in 
hafte,  and  every  Aftor  had  one,  to  pick  oat 
of  it  the  Part  he  had  cbofen :  Thus,  while  they 
were  each  of  them  chewing  the  Morfcl,  they 
■  had 
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liad .  moft  mind  to,  fosxx  one  hameoiiig  to 
caftc  his  Eye  ovct  th«  Dramafii  Perjonee,  found 
that  the  main  Matter  was  flill  forgot,  that  no 
body  had  yet  been  thought  of  for  the  Part  of 
Aldennan  Fondlewt/e.  Here  we  .were  all  a- 
groundagen!  noc  was  it  to  be  conceiv'd  who 
couU  moke  the  leafl  tolerable  Shift  with  ir, 
TbiB  CharaQer  had  been  fo  adaurably,  afted  by 
Veggftt  that  though  it  is  only  leea  in  the  Fourth 
A&,  it  may  be  iio  DlipcaiSs  to  the  Play,  to  Uy,  it 
probably,  ow'd  the  greeted  Part  of  i^  ^uq:e&  to 
bis  VeifamnuKC.  But,  as  the  Caie  was  now 
defperate,  any  ReTourcp  was  better  than  none. 
Somebody  maft  fv^low  the  bitter  Pillj  or  the 
Play  muft  die.  At  laft  it  was  recoUeifled, 
that  I  had  been  beard  to  £iy  in  my  wild  way 
of  talking  what  a  vaft  mind  I  had  to  play 
Nyiin,  by  which  Name  the  Cbara^er  was 
more  frequently  call'd.  Notwitbftanding  they 
were  thus  diArcTs'd  about  the  Di^ial  of  this 
Part,  moft  of  them  fhook  their  Heads,  at  mj 
being  mention'd  for  it ;  yet  Pimel,  who  was 
refolv'd,  at  all  Hazards,  to  fall  upon  Beiterton, 
and  having  no  concern  for  what  might  become 
of  any  one  that  ferv'd  his  Ends  or  Purpofe, 
order'd  mc  to  be  lent  for }  and,  as  he  naturally 
lov'd  to  fet  other  People  wrong,  honeftly  iaid, 
before  I  came.  If  the  Fool  has  a  mind  to  blow 
him/elf  up,  at  once^  let  us  ev'n  give  bim  a  clear 
Stage  for  it.  Accordingly,  the  Part  was  put 
into  my  Hands,  between  Eleven  and  Twelve 
that  Morning,  which  I  duril  not  ^efufe,  be- 
caafc  others  were  as  much  ilraitned  in  time, 
M  4  for 
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for  Study,  as  iny&lf.  But  I  hsA  this  cafaal 
Advantage  of  moft  of  them ;  that  havmg 
io  conftantly  obferv'd  Doggefi  Peribrmaace,  I 
wapted  bat  litde  Trcuble,  to  make  me  pen* 
ie(^  in  the  Words  s  fothatwhen  it  caraetomy 
turn  to  rehearfe,  while  otherB  read  their  Partf^ 
frofa  their  Books,  I  had  pat  tnuie  in  my 
Pocket,  and  ivent  thro*  the  firft  Scene  without 
its  and  though  I  was  mote  sbaih'd  to  reheaiie 
fo  reimrkable  a  Fart  before  the  ASxvs  (which 
is  natural  to  moft  young  People)  than  to  a£t 
before  an  Audience,  yet  fome  of  the  better. 
natur'd  encouraged  me  fo  far,  as  to  fay,  they 
did  not  think  I  ihoutd  make  an  ill  Figure  in 
it :  To  conckde,  the  Curiofity  to  fee  Bettertm 
mimick'd,  drew  us  a  pretty  good  Audience, 
and  Pffwel,  (as  hr  as  Appkufe  is  a  Proof  of 
it)  was  allow'd  to  have  burlefqu'd  him  very 
well.  As  I  have  queAion'd  the  certain  Value 
'  of  Applauie,  I  hope  I  may  venture,  with  Jie& 
Vanity,  to  (ay  how  particular  a  Share  I  had 
of  it,  in  the  iame  Play.  At  my  firft  Appear- 
ance, one  might  have  ims^n'd,  by  the  vari- 
ous Murmurs  of  the  Audience,  that  they  were 
in  doubt  whether  Dogget  himfelf  were  not  re- 
turn'd,  or  that  they  could  not  conceive  what 
ftrange  Face  it.  could  be,  thkt  fo  nearly  re- 
fembled  him ;  for  I  had  latfi  the  Tint  of  forty 
Years,  more  than  my  real  Age,  upon  my  Fea- 
tures, and,  to  the  moft  minute  placing  of  an 
Hair,  was  drelfed  exactly  like  him :  When  I 
ipoke,  the  Surprize  was  ftill  greater,  as  if  I 
bad  not  only  borrow'd  his  Cloatbs,  but  iiis 
Voice 
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Voice  too.  Bnt  tbo*  that  was  the  leaft  diffi- 
cok  Pfut  of  him,  to  be  imitated,  they  ieem'd 
tft  allow,  I  had  Jb  much  of  him,  in  every  o- 
^nec  Reqoifite,  that  my  Appki^e  was,  peiiiaps, 
mace  than  proportionate :  Far,  whether  1  bad 
done  fa  much,  where  fo  litde  was  ocpefted, 
or  that  the  GeneroBty  of  my  Hearers  were 
mom  than  ofaaHy  zcalons,  upon  £0  unexpeA- 
ed  an  Occafion,  tx  fix>m  what  other  Motive 
fuchFavoDT  might  be  pour'd  upon  me  I  can- 
not iay  $  but,  in  plain  and  honeft  Tratfa,  ap- 
OD  my  ffODg  off  from  the  firft  Scene,  a  much 
better  A^or^might  have  been  proud  of  the  Ap- 
plaufe,  that  fdlowed  me ;  after  one  loud  Plau^ 
dit  was  ended,  and  funk  into  a  general  Whif- 
per,  that  leenied  ftill  to  continue  thar  pmate 
Approbation,  it  reviv'd  to  afecond,  and  again 
to  a  third,  ftill  louder  than  the' former.  If, 
to  all  this,  1  add,  that  JDtig;^^^  himfelf  was,  in 
the  FSc,  at  the  ikme,  it  would  be  too  rank  A^ 
fc^adon,  if  I  ihould  not  confeft,  that,  to  fee 
him  there  a  Witnefi  of  my  Reception,  was, 
to  me,  as  a»ifiimmate  a  Triumph,  as  the  Heart 
of  Vanity  could  be  indulg'd  with.  But  what- 
ever Vanity  I  m^u  fet  upon  myfelf,  from  this 
imexpefted  Succds,  I  found  that  was  no  Rule 
to  -  other  Peofde's  Judgment  of  me.  There 
wttce  few  or  no  Farts,  of  the  lame  kind,  to 
be  had ;  dot  could  they  conceive,  from  what 
I  bad  done  io  this,  what  other  fort  of  Cha- 
raders  I  conld  be  fit  fw.  If  I  foliicited  for 
any  thing  of  a  difierent  Nature,  I  w^  anfwer- 
ed,  ^Tbet  was  not  in  my  Way,    And  what  vm 
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in  my  Way,  it  ieemSj  was  no^  as  yet,  refolv'd 
DpOD.  And  though  liCply'd,  Ihu  X  thpuj^ 
my  tUng^  nMumly  witteitt^  a^bt  ^  be  in 
every  one's  vuy  that  pretemied  to  be  an  A&or ; 
this  was  looked  upon  as  a  vain,  impradicalde 
Cooceit  of  my  own.  Yet  it  is  a  Concei^ 
that,  in  forty  Years  ^rther  Experience,  I  have 
not  yet  given  up ;  I  ftiU  think,  that  a  Painter, 
who  can  draw  but  one  fort  of  Objed,  or  an 
A(333r  thA  ihines,  but  in  one  Ligh^  can  net*- 
ther  of  them  boaft  of  that  ample  Genius,  which 
is  neccflaiy  to  jbnn  a  thorough  Mafter  oif  hig 
Art :  For  tbo*  Genius  may  have  a  particu- 
lar Inclination,  yet  a  good  Hiftory-Paintcr,  or 
a  good  h&ix^  will,  without  being  at  a  la& 
give  you,  upon  Demand,  a  proper  Likcte^  of 
whatever  Nature  produces.  If  he  cannot  «k> 
thi%  he  is  only  an  A&or,  as  {the  ShoemaJier 
was  allow'd  a  limited  Judge  of  Apeiki% 
Painting,  but  nta  beymd  bis  Laft.  Now,  tto' 
to  do  any  one  thing  well,  may  have  more  Merit; 
than  we  often  meet  with }  and  may  be  en<»igb, 
to  procure  a  Man  the  Name  of  a  good  A&or, 
from  the  Publick ;  yet,  in  my  Opiuon,  it  is  bol 
ftill  the  Name,  widiout  the  Subiknce.  If  his 
Talent  is  in  fuch  narrow  B(Hinds,  that  he  dares 
not  Aep  out  of  them,  to  look  upon  the  Singu- 
lariues  of  Mankind,  and  cannot  catch  (hem, 
in  whatever  Form  they  prefcnt  them&lves  ;  if 
he  is  not  Mafter  of  the  Simc^4  agtajt  Ixmii- 
Ttest  &c.  in  any  Shape,  Human  Na&ire  is  fit 
to  be  leen  in  ;  if  he  cannot  change  iiimielf  in- 
to &veral  dillin^t  Feriinis,  fo  aa  to  vary  his 
4  whole 
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whole  Tone  of  Voice,  his  Motion,  his  Look, 
and  Gefture,  whether  in  high,  or  lower  Life, 
and,  at  the  lame  time,  keep  clofe  to  (hofe  Va- 
riations, without  leaving  the  Chara^er  they 
fingly  belong  to ;  if  his  beft  Skill  falls  ihort  of 
this  Capacity,  what  Pretence  have  we  to  rail 
him  a  complete  Matter  of  his  Art  ?  And  the" 
I  do  not  infift,  that  he  ought  always  to  ihew 
himfelf,  in  thefe  various  Lights,  yet,  before 
we  compliment  him  with  that  Title,  t&  ought, 
at  leaft,  by  fomc  few  Proofs,  to  let  us  fee, 
that  he  has  them  all,  in  his  Power.  If  I  am 
afk'd,  who,  ever,  arrlv'd  at  this  iniaginary 
Excellence,  1  ronfeis,  the  Inftances  are  very 
few  J  but-1  will  venture  to  name  Monfirt^  as 
one  of  them,  whofe  Theatrical  Charadttt  I 
have  given,  in  my  laft  Chapter:  For,  in  his 
Youth,  he  had  adted  Low  Humour,  with 
great  Succefs,  even  down  to  TalllKy  in  the  Jo- 
vial Cr'ew  i  and  when  he  was  in  great  Efteem, 
as  a  Tragedian,  he  was,  in  Comedy,  the  moft 
complete  Gentleman  that  I  ever  faw  upon  the 
Stage.  Let  me  add  too,  that  Belterton,  in 
his  declining  Age,  was  as  eminent  in  Sir 
yebn  Faljlaff",  as  in  the  Vigour  of  it,  in  his 
OtheJJo. 

While  I  thus  meafure  the  Value  of  an  Ac* 
tor,  by  the  Variety  of  Shapes  he  is  able  to 
throw  himfelf  into,  you  may  naturally  fufpedl, 
that  I  am  all  this  while,  leading  my  own  The- 
trical  CharadtCT  into  your  Favour:  Why,  re- 
dly, to  fpoak  as  an  honett  Man,  I  cannot 
wholly  deny  it :  But  ia  this,  I  Ihall  endeavour 

to 
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to  be  no  farther  partial,  to  mylclf,  than  knowa 
Fa^  will  make  me }  from  the  good,  or  had 
Evidence  of  which,  your  betKr  Jtu^;roent 
will  condemn,  or  acquit  me.  And  to  (has 
you,  that  I  wiU  conceal  no  Xnith,  that  is 
againft  m^  I  feinkly  own,  that  had  1  been  al- 
ways left,  to  my  own  Choice  of  Characters,  I 
am  doubtful  whether  I  might  ever  luve  dc- 
ier?'d  an  equal  Share  of  that  Eftimation, 
which  the  Publick  feem'd  to  have  held  me  in: 
Nor  am  I  fure,  that  it  was  not  Vanity  in  mc, 
often  to  have  fuddled,  that  I  was  kept  out  of 
the  Parts,  I  had  mo^  mind  to,  by  the  Jca- 
loufy,  or  Prgudice  of  my  Cotemporaries ;  fome 
Inftances  of  which,  I  could  give  you,  were 
they  not  too  flight,  to  be  remember'd :  In  the 
mean  dme,  be  pleas'd  to  obferve,  how  flowly, 
in  my  younger  Days,  my  Good-fixtune  came 
forward. 

My  early  Succefe  in  the  Old  Batcbekr,  of 
which  I  have  given  fo  iull  an  Account,  having 
open'd  no  &rSier  way  to  my  Advancement, 
was  enough,  perhaps,  to  have  made  a  young 
Fellow  of  more  Modefty  defpatri  but  beii^ 
of  a  Temper  not  eafUy  dlfhearten'd,  I  rcfbW'd 
to  leave  nothing  unattempted,  that  might  fhew 
me,  in  fome  new  Rank  of  Diflin^on.  Irv- 
ing then  no  other  RefcHirce,  I  was  at  laft  re- 
duc'd  to  write  a  Character  for  myfelf ;  but  as 
that  was  not  finilh'd  till  about  a  Year  aiW,  I 
could  not,  in  the.  Interim,  procure  any  one 
Part,  that  gave  me  Uie  leafl  Inclination  to  ad 
it;  and  conlequentty  fuch  as  I  got,  I  per- 
2  form'd 
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fbrm'd  with  a  pfoporrionable  Negligence.  But 
diis  Misfortune,  if  it  were  one,  you  are  not  to 
wonder  at ;  for  the  fame  Fate  attended  me, 
mate,  or  lels,  to  the  lafl:  Days  of  my  1-emain- 
ing'on  the  Stage.  What  Defta'in  me,  this 
may  have  been  owing  to,  I  have  not  yet  bad 
Scnfe  enough  to  find  oat,  but  I  fdoa  fonnd  oat 
as  good  a  thing,  which  was,  never  to  be  mor- 
ti^d  at  it:  Though  I  am  afraid  this  feeming 
Phiiofophy  was  rather  owing  to  my  Inclina- 
tion to  Plcafure,  than  Bufinefi.  But  to  my 
Pdht.  The  next  Year  I  produc'd  tfie  Come- 
dy of  Love's  Laji  Shift  ^  yet  the  Diffictdty  of 
getting  it  to  the  Staige,  was  not  eafily  fur- 
mounted  i  for,  at  that  time,  as  little  was  ex- 
peded  firom  me,  as  an  AuUior,  as  had  been 
from  my  Pretenfions  to  be  an  Aftor.  How- 
ever, Mr.  Soutbem,  the  Author  of  Orotmhy 
having  had  the  Patience  to  hear  me  read  it; 
to  him,  happened  to  like  it  lb  well,  that  he 
immediately  recommended  it  to  the  Patentees, 
and  it  was  accordingly  adxd  in  January  1695. 
In  tUs  Play,  I  gave  myfelf  me  Part  of  Sir 
Novelty,  which  was  diought  a  good  Portrait 
of  the  Foppery  then  in  &(hion.  Here  too, 
Mr.  Southern,  thou^  he  had  approv'd  my 
Play,  came  into  the  common  Diffidence  of 
me,  as  an  Aftor  :  For,  when  on  the  firft  Day 
of  it,  I  was  ftanding,  myfelf,  to  prompt  the 
Pro£?gufj  he  took  me  by  the  Hand,  and  fiid, 
Toung  Man  !  I  pronounce  thy  Play  a  good  one  j 
Iwiil  anfwer  for  its  Succefs,  if  tbm  dofi  not 
fpoilit  by  thy  own  ASiion.    Though  this  might 
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be  a  £iir  Saho^  for  his  £ivourable  Judgment 
of  the  Play  ;  yet  if  it  were  his  real  O^nion 
of  me,  as  an  A£tor,  I  had  tht;  good  Fortune 
to  deceive  him :  1  fucceeded  fo  well,  in  both, 
that  People  feetn'd  at  a  lofs,  which  they  {hould 
give  the  Preference  to.  But  (now  let  me  ihew 
a.  little  more  Vanity,  and  my  Apology  for  it, 
{hall  come  after)  the  Compliment  which  my 
Xjxd  Dorfet  (then  Lord-Chamberlain]  made 
me  upon  it,  is,  I  own,  what  1  had  rather  not 
fupprcfs,  viz.  That  it  was  the  beft^  Pirji  Ptay^ 
that  any  Luther  in  his  Memory^  had  produc'd^ 
and  that  for  a  young  Fellow^  to  Jhtw  himfelf 
Jitcb  an  jiSioTy  andfucb  a  fVriter,  in  me  Day, 
was  fomething  extraordinary.  But  as  this  no- 
ble Lord  has  been  celebrated  for  his  Good- 
nature, I  am  contented,  that  as  much  of  this 
Compliment  fhould  be  fuppos'd  to  exceed  my 
Deferts,  as  may  be  imagin'd  to  have  been 
hcighten'd,  by  his  generous  Inclination  to  en-, 
courage  a  young  Beginner.  If  this  Excufc 
cannot  foften  the  Vanity  of  telling  a  Trath  io 
much,  in  my  own  Favour,  1  muft  lie,  at  the 
Mercy  of  my  Reader.  But  there  was  a  ftill 
h^her  Compliment  pafs'd  upon  me,  which  J 
may  publilh  without  Vanity,  becaule  It  was 
not  a  defign'd  one,  and  apparently  came  fi-om 
my  Enemies,  viz.  That,  to  their  certain 
Knowledge  it,  was  not  my  own :  TTliis  Report 
is  taken  notice  of  in  my  Dedication  to  the 
Play.  If  they  fpoke  Truth,  if  they  knew  what 
other  Perfon  it  really  bclong'd  to,  I  will,  at 
leaA  allow  them  true  to  their  Truft  j  for  above 
forty 
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fiffty  Years  have  6nce  paft>  and  they  havejiot  * 
.  yet  rcveal'd  the  Secret 

The  new  Light,  in  which  the  Charader  of 
Sir  Novelty  h^  ihewn  me,  one  might  have 
Aoaght,  were  enough,  to  have  diflipated  the 
Doubts^  of  what  I  might  novr,  be  polBbly 
good  for.  But  to  whoever  Chance,  my  111- 
Ivtune  was  doe ;  whether  1  had  ftill,  bat  lit- 
tie  Merit,  or  that  the  Managers,  if  1  had  any, 
were  not  competent  Judges  of  it ;  or  whether 
1  was  not  generally  elbow'd,  by  other  Adors 
(whidi  I  am  moft  indin'd  to  think  the  true 
Canfe)  when  any  frefh  Parts  were  to  be  di£> 

r)6'd  of,  not  one  Part  of  any  con&quence  was 
preferred  to,  *till  the  Year  following :  Then, 
indeed,  from  Sir  ^bn  Vanbrugb's  ^vourable 
0[»nion  of  me,  I  began,  with  others,  to  have 
a  better  of  mylelf :  For  he  not  only  dtd  me 
Ifononr,  as  an  Author,  by  writing  his  Rt' 
laffiy  as  a  Sequel,  or  Seoind  Part,  to  Leme'i 
lafi  Shift ;  but  as  an  Afior  too,  by  preferring 
me,  to  the  chief  Charafter  in  his  own  Play  j 
.(which  from  Sir  Nvoelty)  he  had  ennobled  by 
the  Style  of  Baron  of  Foppington.  This  Play 
(the  RiUpfe)  from  its  new,  and  eafy  Turn  of 
Wit,  had  great  Succeis,  and  gave  me,  as  a  Co- 
median, a  fecond  Flight  of  Reputation  along 
with  it. 

As  the  K^tter  I  write  muft  be  very  flat,  or 
ia^>ertinent,  to  thofe,  who  have  no  Tafte,  or 
CcvKcra  for  the  Stage;  and  may  to  thofe, 
who  del^ht  in  it  toc^  be  equally  tedious, 
when  I  t^  of  no  body  but  myfelf ;  I  ihall 
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aideavoar  to  relieve  your  E^atience,  by  a  Word' 
or  two  more  of  this  Gendeman,  lb  £ir  as  he 
lent  his  Pen  to  the  Suppcvt  of  the  Theatre. 

Though  the  E£lapje  was  the  firft  Pkythis 
agreeable  Author  faoduc'd,  yet  it  was  not,  it 
ieems,  the  hrft  he  had  mritten ;  for  he  had  at 
that  time,  by  him^  (more  than)  all  the  Scenes, 
that  were  a^%d  of  the  Prevok'd  Wife  \  but  be- 
ing then  doftbtfiili  whether  he  fhooM  evef  tmft 
them  to  the  Stage,  he  thought  no  m(»%  of  it; 
But  after  the  Success  of  the  Rehpfi^  he  was 
more  ftrongly  importun'd,  than  able,  to  refhfe 
it  to  the  Publich.  Why  the  laft-written  Phy 
was  iirft  aiAed,  and  for  what  Reafon  diey  were 
given  to  di&rent  Stages,  what  follows,  will 
explain. 

In  his  firft  Step  into  publick  IJfe,  when  h6 
was  but  an  Enfign,  and  had  a  Heart  above  his 
Income,  he  happen'd  fomewhere,  at  his  Win- 
ter-Quarterc,  upon  a  very  llender  Acquain* 
tance  with  Sir  Thomas  Skipmtb,  to  receive  a 
panicular  Obligation  from  lum,  which  he  had 
not  ibrgot  at  the  Time  I  am  fpeaking  of: 
When  Sir  Tbmaj*s  Intercft,  in  tlw  Theatrical 
Patent  (for  he  had  a  large  Share  in  it,  thou^ 
he  little  concern'd  himfdf  in  the  Condnd  of 
it)  was  fifing  but  very  flowiy,  bethought,  that 
to  give  it  a  Lift,  by  a  new  Comedy,  rf  it  fuc- 
ceeded,'  might  be  the  haodfomeft  Return  he 
could  make  to  thofe  his  former  Favours  ;  aAd 
having  obferv*d,  that  in  Love's  laft  Shift,  moft 
of  the  Aftors  bad  acquitted  themfelves,  be- 
yond what  was  expeded  of  them  -,  he  took  a 
fodden 

rr,gn,-.rihyG00t^le 


CdLLE  V     dl  fiBE  R.  177 

flidden  Hint  from  what  he  lilc'd,  in  that  Play, 
and  in  lefs  than  three  Months,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  April  following,  brought  us  the  Rf 
lo^e  6niAi'd ;  but  the  Seafon  being  then  too 
far  advadc'dj  it  was  not  a&ed  'till  the  fuccecd- 
ing  Winter.  Upon  the  Succefs  of  ihtReiapfei 
the  late  Lord  HalU/axj  who  was  a  great  Fa- 
vourer of  Betterton's  Company,  having  for- 
merly,  l^wayofFamily-Araufcmcnt,  heard' 
tbe  Prowk'ii  Wife  read  to  him,  in  its  loofer 
Sheets,  engag'd  Sir  'J(^  Vanhrugb  to  revife  it* 
ahd  give  it  to  the  Theatre  in  LincoiH'i-Inn 
Fields.  This  was  a  Requeft  not  to  be  refus-'d 
to  ib  eminent  a  Patron  of  the  Mufes,  as  die 
Lord  HaUifex,  who  wasequally  a  Friend  and 
Admirer  of  Sir  John  him(el£  Nor  was  Sir 
Tbomat  Skipvtitb,  in  the  leaft  dtfobUged,  by 
jb  reaibnable  a  Compliance:  Aiter  which.  Sir 
ydm  was  agen  at  liberty,  to  repeat  his  Civili- 
ties to  his  Friend^  Sir  *lDomas ;  and  about  the! 
lame  time,  or  not  long  after,  gave  us  the  Co* 
medy  of  Mfepi  for,  his  Inclination  dlwa^^led 
him  to  ferve  Sir  Tbomos.  Befldes,  our  Com- 
pany, about  this  time,  began  to  be  look'd  up- 
on,  in  another  Light  j  thfe  late  Contenipt  we 
had  lain  under,  was  now  wearing  off,  and 
from  the  Succefs  of  two  or  three  new  Plays, 
our  At^rs,  by  being  Originals  in  a  few  good 
Parts,  where  they  had  not  the  Difadvantage  of 
Comparifonagainfl  them,  fometimes  found  new 
Favour,  in  thofe  old  Plays,  where  others  had 
exceeded  them. 

N  Of 
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Of  this  Good-fortune^  perhaps.  I  bod  more 
than  my  Sfaaoe,  irom,  the  two  very  dUfeicn^ 
chief  Chara^srs,  I  had  fuccoedod  loj  for  I 
was  equally  approv'd  in  MJep^  ^  the  Lard 
Foppingiont  allowing  the  DiiSentnce,  to  be.oo 
leis,  dian  as  Wiidom,  in  a  Perfon  dcfevin'd, 
may  be  Ie&  entertaining  to  the  general  Taite, 
than  Folly  and  Foppery,  finely  dreft:  Fordtt 
Charafter  that  delivos  Precepts  of  Wifdom, 
i$,  in  Ibtine  fort,  feverc  upon  the  Auditor,  by 
OicWii^  him  one  ydiex  than  himlelf.  But 
when  Folly  is  his  Objed,  he  applauds  faim&l^ 
ibr  being  wif«-  tt^n  the  Coxcomb  he  laughs 
at :  And  who  is  not  more  pieas'd  wi(h  aa 
Occafioa  to  cookmea^  dun  accB&  him* 
ielf; 

Though*  to  wdte  much,  in  a  Itttle  time,  is 
no  E^cufe  for  writji^  iU^  yet  Sir  ^oEin  Van- 
irugh's  Pen,  is  not  to  be  a  little  admir'd,  fat 
its  Spirit,  Eafe,  and  Readinefs,  in  producing 
Plays  Co  foil:,  upon  the  Neck  of  one  another  i 
Soty  notwithftaading  this  quick  Difp^ch,  there 
is  a  clear  and  lu^  Simplicity  in  his  Wit» 
that  neither  wants  the  Ornament  of  I«arnin^ 
nor  has  the  leaA  Smdl  of  theLaoDpin.iC 
As  the  Face  of  a  fine  Woman,  iirith  only  heff 
Locks  loofe,  about  her,  may  be  dien  in  its 
greateft  Beauty ;  fiich  were  his  ProdofUon^ 
only  adorn'd  by  Nature,  There  is  fbmething 
fo  catchii^  to  the  Ear,  fo  eafy  to  the  Memo- 
ry, in  all  he  writ,  that  it  has  been  ot^v'd, 
by  all  the  Adors  of  my  Tim^  that  the  Stylo 
of  no  Author  whatToever,  gave  their  Memory 
lefs 
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Wb  tronbte,  than  that  of  Sir  J^n  Fa^rtigS  f 
whidi  X  my&lf,  who  have  been  charg'd  with 
feveFal  of  hk  ftrongeft  Charadten,  can  con- 
£nii  by  a  ptealing  Experience.  And  indeed 
bis  Wit  and  HunKUft  Was  fo  little  kdxiured, 
lathis  molt  oatevt^iniag  Sccnw  &emr'd  to  be 
no  wort^  than  his-cctatnoaiCobverlaticincCHn- 
naitted  to  Paper.  Here,  I  coniefs  my  Jodg- 
mont  et  a  Lois,  wtiCther,  in  this,  1  give  him 
ikwn,  or  lds->  than  his  dOc  Praife  ?  For  maj 
it  not  be  mtM-s  laudably  to  raife  an  BAate 
fij^bether  in  Wealth,  or  Fame)  by  Painfc,  and 
ocneft  lodti^y,  than  to  be  bom  to  it  i  Yet; 
if  his  Scenes  really  were,  as  to  me  thsy  al- 
ways feem'd,  delightfoJ,  >ate  th^y*  not^  thur, 
expeditioUfly  written,  the  m6re  fftrprrfing  ? 
let  liit  Wit^  and  Metit  of  thirby  then,  b6 
weigh'd  b;^  Wifer  Criticjbf  than  1  pretemi  to 
liec  But  ao  \^oiulef,  while  hie  Conce^niona 
were  fb  full  of  Life,  aiid  Hamotir,  Hs<MBft 
ihould  bo  ibmetimtfs  too  wanri,  to  ^nitthe 
flow  Btce  of  JudgnaeiK,  or  tQ  endme  the  ' 
Dradgery,  c^fbttbing  a  regolflrPableto  them; 
Yet  we  fee  the  Relapfiy^  hoW«ver  itc/p&k&,  in 
the  Coodud,  by  the  merrf  Foite^  its  agreea- 
ble JVit,  ran  away  With  the  Heartfe  of  its 
Heurerej  while  iw^'j  ia/t  Shifty  which  {at 
Mr.  C<ai^e>oe  jaiily  faid  of  it)  had  bnl^  in  it, 
a  great  many  things,  that  werei  Hki  Wit,  that 
inxeality  were  mf  Wit  ;•  and  what  u  fliU 
lels  pardonable  (as  I  iay  6f  it  myfelQ  has  a 
great  deal  of  Puerility,  and  foithy  Stage- 
Language  in-  it,  yet  by  tbe=  tadKr  moral  De- 
N  a  light 
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light  received  frcHti  its  Fable,  it  has  beep,' 
with  the .  other,  in  a  cootioued,  and  equal 
PoiTeffion  of  the  Stagt,  for  more  that  forty 
Years.     ■  ,- .         ■        ' 

A  Is  have  alreajdy  promisM  .you,  to  refer 
■your  Judgment  of  me, .  as  an  Aaor,  -rather  to 
known  FaiSte,  than  my  own.Opinion  (wfhich, 
I  could  not  be  fure,  would  k^p  clear  of  Self- 
Fartiality).  Imuft  a  little  ia^ther  rifqae  my  be- 
ing tedious,  to  be  a^  good  as  my  Wcvd.  I  have. 
el&where  allow'd,  that  my  want  of  a  llrong 
and  fiill  Voice,  foon  cut  fhort  my  Hopes  of 
making  any  valuable  Figure,  i|iTragpdy;  and 
I  have  been  many  Years  iince,  convinced,  that 
whatever  Opinion  I  ought  have  of  my  own 
Judgment,  or  Capacity  to  amend  the  paipable 
Errors,  that  I  law  our  Tragedians,  mod  in  ^o 
vour,  commit}  yet  the  Audi^rs,  who  would 
have  been  feniSble  of  any  fuch  Amendments 
(could  I  have  made  them)  were  fo  very  few, 
that  my  beft  Endeavour  would  have  been  but 
an  unavaiimg  Labour,  or,  what  is  yet  worle, 
might  have  appeared  both  to  our  Actors,  and 
to  many  Auditors,  the  vainMiftakeof  my  own 
Self-Conceit:  For  fo  ftrong,  fo  very  near  in- 
difpenAble,  is  that  one  Article  of  Voice,  in 
the  forming  a  good  .Tragedian,  that  aji  A£tor 
inay  want  any  other  Qualification  wbatibever 
and  yet  have  a  better  chance  for  A^plaufe,  than 
be  will  ever  have,;  >vith  all  the  .Skill  in  the 
World,  if  lus  Vok»  is  not  ?qual  .to  it.  Mlf- 
take  me  notj  I  lay,  iqtJpplaufe  only-- — ^but 
Applauie  docs  not  always  ftay  for,  nor  always 
follow 
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A>Uow  mtriafick  Merit;  Applaufe  will  fie* 
qucntly  open,  like  a  young  Hoond,  upon  a 
wrong  Scent;  and  the  Majority  of  Auditors, 
you  know,  arcgenerallycompos'dof  Babblers, 
that  are  profiire  of  their  Voices,  before  there 
is  any  thing  onfoot,  that  calls  for  them:  Not 
but,  I  grant,  to  lead,  or  miflead  the  Many,' 
will  always  Aatid  in  Ibme  Rank  of  a  necei&ry 
Meritj  yet  when  I  iay  a  good  Tragedian,  I 
mean  one,  in'  Opinion  of  whofe  real  Medt, 
the  befl  Judges  would  agree. 

Having  fo  far  given  up  my  Prctenfions  to  the 
Buskin,  I  ought  now  to  account  for  my  hav- 
ing been,  iiotwithflanding,  &>  often  feen,  in 
fbme  particular  Characters  in  Ti^cdy,  as  y-a- 
^p,  Wdfey^  SypBax,  Richard  the  ThirJ,Scc.  If, 
m  any  of  this  kind  1  have  fucceeded,  herhaps 
it  has  been  a  Merit  dearly  purchas'd;  fw, 
from  the  Delight  I  leem'd  to  take  iii  my  per- 
forming them,  half  my  Auditors  have  been 
perfuadcd,  that  agreat  Share  of  the  Wicked- 
ncls  of  them,  muft  have  been  in  my  own  Na- 
ture: If  this  is  true,  as  true  I  fear  (I  had  al- 
moA  faid  hope)  it  is,  I  look  upon  it  rather  as 
a  Praife,  than  Ccnfurc  of  my  Perfftrmancc. 
Averfion  there  is  an  involuntary  Commenda- 
tion, where  we  are  only  hated,  for  being  like 
the  thing,  we  ought  to  be  like;  a  fort  of  Praife 
however,  which  few  Adters  befides  my  frff 
could  endure:  Had  it  been  equal  to  the  ufual 
Praifegiven  to  Virtue,  my  Cotcmporaries  i^rould 
have  thought  themfelves  injur'd,  if  I  had  pre- 
tended to  any  Share  of  it :  So  that  you  fee,  it 
N  3  ha» 
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has  beea,  9»  ipvc^  the  Difllke  otbcrs'hod  to 
them,  iis  Choice,  that  bag  thrown  m^  kmc- 
times  iatp  thefe  Chftradprs.  fiat  it  in»y  be 
farther  nbfcrr'd,  that  in  the  Charadicfs  1.  have 
nant'd^  whcK  ^ere  is  io  mntthclofe  medftatol 
IVIiJfcbicf,  Deceit,  Pride,  InJeloxe,  or  Cruelty, 
t|iey  cannot  have  the  kaft  CaAj  or  Profer  of 
the  Amiable  in  them  j-  confetjueDtly^  there  can 
benogreatDemandfordiat  harmonious  Sound, 
o|'j)l^ng,  rouqd  Melody  of  Voice,  which  in 
the  fofter  Sentiments  of  Love,  the  Weilings  of 
diftre&iiil  Virtue,  or  in  the  Throws  and  Swel- 
lings of  Honour,  and  Ambition,  may  be  nced- 
ftil  to  re^ofnmend  them  to  our  Pi^i'  or  Admi- 
ration :  So  that  ^ain ;  my  want  of  that  requi- 
£te  Voice  might  Lefs  diTqualify  me  for  the  vi- 
cious^  thut  the  virtuous  Chara&er.  This  too 
Cjiay  have  been  a  more  favourable  Realbn  for 
my  having  been  chofen  for  thcm-^a  yet  iar- 
ther  Confideration,  that  inclin'd  roe  to  them, 
was  that  th^  are  generally  better  written, 
thicker  Jbwn,  with  fenfible  Reflexions,  and 
cora9  by  fo  much  nearer  to  common  Liie,  and 
Namre,  than  Charaders  of  Admiration,  as 
Vic^  is  ntoce  the  Pra^ice  of  Mankind  than 
Virtue:  Nor  could  I  fonaetimes  help  fmiling, 
at  thofe  dainty  Adors,  that  were  too  fqueaio* 
ifli  tP  fwallow  theip !  as  if  they  were  one  Jot 
the  better  Men,  ioc  ading  a  good  Man  well, 
cr  another  Man  the  worfe^  for  doing  equal  Ju- 
ftice^  to  a  bad  one  1  *Tis  not,  fi^,  vibat  we 
a^  but  him  we  z&  what  is  allotted  us,  that 
(fC9}vi  our  intrinfick;  Value  1  as  in  real  Life, 

the 
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tiievnTe  Man,  at  the  Fool,  be  be  Prince,  or 
Pea£tnt,  will,  m  either  State,  be  equally  the 
iiKjL,  or  the  wife  Man— but  aka*  in  peiibna- 
ted  Life,  tfai&  is  no.Rnle  to  the  Vulgar  1  they 
areopt  to  think  ^  before  them  real,  and  rate 
Ha  A^lor  acppniiog  to  his  borrow'd  Vice,  or 
Virtue. 

If  then  I  had  always  too  carelc&  a  Concern 
for  &Kb  or  vo^ar  Applauie,  X.ot^ht  not  to 
compkm,  if  I  have  hud  Ids  of  k,  ~  than  others  - 
of  my  time,  or  not  leia  of  it,  than  I  defired : 
Yet  I  will  TcuQire  to'iay,  that  from  the  coni- 
msmi  wcafc  Appetite  of  &]&  Appkufe,  many 
A&tfs  have  run  into  more  Errors,  and  Abfnr- 
dities,  than  thai  ^eateft  Ignorance  could 
otberwiie  hare  committed :  If  tlus  Charge  it 
true,  it  will  lie  chiefly  npoa  the  better  Ju^^- 
ment  of  Ae  Spe£fartor  to  reform  it. 

Bta  not  to  make  too  great  a  Merit  of  my 
aTDtdingdus  common  Rood  to  App^ufe,  per- 
lups  I  was  vain  enoi^h  to  think,  I  had  more 
wi^s,  tian  one,  to  come  at  tt.  That,  in  the 
Variety  of  Charadiers  I  a&ed,  the  Chances  to 
win  it,  were  the  ftrongcr  on  my  Side— That, 
if  tbe  Multitude  were  not  in  a  Koar,  to  fee  me, 
in  Cardinal  JVoifey^  I  could  foe  fure  of  them 
in.  Alderman  FotidUvife,  If  they  hated  me 
in  JagOy  in  Sir  FopUng  they  took  me  ioj  a  fine 
Gentleman  ;  if  they  were  lilent  at  Sypbax,  no 
Jbd/ian  Etinuch.  was  more  applauded  than 
when  i  fung  in  Sir  Courtly.  If  the  Morals  of 
^op  were  too  grave  for  them,  Juftice  Shallow 
was  as  iimplef  and  as  merry  an  old  Rake,  as 
N  4  the 
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the  wifcft  of  ouryoiing  ones  could  wifli.mc; 
And  though  the  Terror  and  Dete£tati<w  lafed 
by  King  Ricbard^  might  be  toofevere  a  Delight 
for  them,  yet  the  mote  gentle  and  modern  Va- 
nities of  a  Poet  Bays,  or  the  wdl-bred  Vices  of 
a  IjOtd  Foppington^  were  not  at  all,  more  than 
their  merry  Hearts,  or  nner  Morals  could 
bear.  ■ 

Thefe  few  Inftances  out  of  fifty  more  I  could 
give  you,  may  ferve  to  explain,  what  fort  of 
Merit,  I  at  moA  pretended  to;  which  was, 
that  I  fupplied,  with  Variety,  whatever  I 
might  want  of  that  particular  Skill,  wherein 
others  went  before  me.  How  this  Variety  was 
execnted  (for  by  that  only  is  Its  value  to  be 
rated)  you  who  have'  fo  often  been  my  Spefta- 
tpr,  are  the  proper  Judge  ;  If  you  pnmounce 
my  Performance  to  have  been  dcfec^ve,  1  am 
condemn'd  by  my  own  Evidence;  if  yoa' ac- 
quit me,  thefe  Out-lines  may  fcrvc  for  a  Sketch 
of  my  Theatrical  Charader. 


C  H  A  ?. 

,,-.rihyGoo^le 


CoLtEV    ClBBER,         j^j. 


CHAP.  VII. 
Tire  Sttteefibe  Stage  cmtiimed.  ^e  Qcfqfiort 
^Wiiks's  cmmeodng  ,/^or.  His  Succefi. 
EaBs  relating  to  histbeatrieal  talent.  A^ors 
moFi  &r  lejs  e^eem'JJrem  their  private  Cbor 
raSxrs.  ■ 

I H  £  Lincoln's- hm-JPieitif  Company 
:  were,   now  in  1693,  a  Common- 

i  wealth,  like  that  of  flb/4i«(/,  divided 

from  the  Tyranny  of  Spain :  But  the  Similitude 
goes  very  little  farther;  ^ort  was  the  Duration 
oftb^ThcatxicalFpwerl  foftho'Siiccefspout'd 
in  {o  fal^  upon  th^m,  at  their  firil  Opening,  that 
eycry  thing  feeca'd  to  fupport  it  f^lf ;  yet  Ext 
ppriooce,  in  a  Year  or  two  ihew'd  them,  that 
they  had  never  heen  worfe  govern'dj  than, 
wlun  they  govern'd  themfelves!  many  of  them 
t^an  to  make  their  particular  Intereil  more 
their  Pointj  than  that  of  the  general:  and  the' 
fome  Deference  nUght  be  bad  to  the  Meafures, 
and  Advice  ofBetterton,  fcveral  of  them  want- 
ed tp  govern,  in  their,  Turn;  and  were  oftdi 
put  of  humour,  that  their  Opinion  was  not 
equally  regarded —  But  have  wc  not  feen  the 
£ime  Infirmi^  in  Senates  F  The  Trage- 
dians feem'd  ^  think  their  Rank  as  much  a- 
bove  the  Comedians,  as  in  the  CbaraAers  they 
feverally  aAed  j  when  the  firft  were  in  their 
Finery, 
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Finery»  the  latter  were  impatieDt,  at  the  Ex- 
pCDCe ;  and  look'd  upon  it,  as  rather  laid  out, 
upon  die  real,  than  the  fiOitious  Pcribn  of  the 
KQax }  nay,  1  have  known,  in  otir  own  Com- 
pany, this  ridiculous  fort  of  Regret  carried  fo 
^,  that  the  Tragedian  hoc  thought  hiotfelf 
injured,  when  the  CunetUan  pretended  to  vrear 
a  fine  Coat !  I  remember  Ptmel,  upon  ^- 
veying  my  firft  Dreft,  in  the  Rei^e,  w2»  out 
of  all  temper,  and  reproach'd  our  MsLftu  in 
very  rude  Terms,  that  he  had  not  fo  good  a 
Snit  to  play  Cafar  Bergta  m  !  tho'  hcluiew* 
at  the  fame  time,  my  Lord  i^^^'n^^A  fill'd 
the  Hdufe,  when  his  bouncing  Borgia  would 
do  little  more  than  pay  Fiddles,  and  Candles,to 
it:  And  though  a  Chara&r  of  Vanity,  might 
be  luppofed  more  expeafivc  in  Drds,  dian 
poffibly  one  of  Ambition;  yet  the  high  Heart 
of  this  heroical  A6x>r  could  not  bear,  diflt  a 
Comedian  fliould  ever  pretend  to  be  as  well 
drefs'd  as  himfelf.  Thus  again  «ithe  contrary, 
when  Bettertm  propofed  to  fet  off  a  Tragedy, 
the  Comedians  were  fure  to  mnrmu?'  at  the 
Charge  of  it :  And  the  late  Reputation'  whidt 
Dogget  had  acquired,  from  a^ng  hik  -Btn,  in 
Lave  (<x  Lonie^  mdde  him  a  more  declared 
Male-content  on  foch  OccafiiHts  j  he  owr- ' 
valued  Comedy  for  its  being  nearer  to  Nature, 
than  Tragedy;  which  is  allow'd  to  fay  many 
fine  thmgs,  diat  Nature  never  fpoke,  in  «He 
fame  Words;  and  fuppofing  his  Opinion  were 
juft,  yet  he  ^ould  have  confider'd,  diat  the 
Publick  had  a  Taffet  as  ^dl  as  himfetf  j  which, 

ia 
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in  Pcdicy^  be  oi^t  to  have  comfiAied  vtith* 
IMgget  havrevet,  (»uld  not,  with  PaticQf^ 
k>cik  won  the  cofl!y  Traioc^nd  Flumes  of 
Xragedy»  in  which  knowing  hia^eli  to  be  ufe. 
le&»  he  thought  were  all  a  vain  Extravagance  t 
And  when  he  found  hifi  Sii^ularity  could  bo 
longer  o(^x>&  that  Expence,  he  fo  obftin^tely 
adbend  to  his  own  OpinioBi  that  he  left  tho 
Society  of  his  old  Friends,  and  carae  over  to 
us  at  the  'Tbeatre-Rsyal ;  And  yet  tius  A^or 
4lv^8  iet  up  for  a  Theatrical  Patriot.  This 
|u»ppen«d  in  the  Winter  following  the  fir  A  Di< 
vifi<xi  of  tho.(only]  Company.  He  came  time 
Cdoogh  to  the  Tbeatre'RvyaU  to  a£t  the  Part  of 
Ijifyy  in  the  Reiapfe,  an  arch  Valett  ijiii&e  af- 
ter the  French  caft,  pert  and  ^miliar.  ■  But  it 
fiiited  fo  iU  with  Dogget'i  dry,  and  cicely*  na- 
nml  Manner  of  ai^ng,  that  upon  the  feconl 
Pay  he  defired  it  tni^t  be  difpofed  of  to  ano- 
ther} which  the  Author  complying  with,  gave 
k  to  Feni^btoan ;  who  tho',  in  other  Li^ts, 
^Hieb  his  Inferior,  yet  this  Part  he  feem'd  ben-. 
tsr  to  become.  Di^f/  was  fo  immovable  in  ' 
bis  Ofuoion  of  whatever  he  thougltt  wa$  righ^ 
or  wrong,  tl^t  be  could  never  be  cafy,  uwler 
any  kind  of  Theatrical  Government  3  and  was 
g«ieraU]ii  fo  warm,  in  purfuit  of  h^  Intereft, 
th4lh»often.out<-ruvUi,  Uem«mber  him  three 
^mfiit  for  fo(n«  Years,  unemploy'd  ip  any 
7faealie,  &om  his  not  being  able  to  b^r,  io' 
pommofl  with  oth««,  the  di^greqablQ  Acci-.  " 
dents,  that  in  fuch  Socieittes  are  uoavoidahk. 
But  whatever  F[?tenc«9  be  had  ibrm'd  for 

f  this 
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this  firft  defcrting,  from  Lincoln' s-hn-Vields^ 
I  always  thought  his  bell  Reafon  for  it,. was, 
that  he  look' d  upon  it  as  a  iinking  Ship ;  not 
only  from  the  melancholy  Abatement  of  thdr 
Profits,  but  Ukewife  frtmi  the  Neglcd,  and 
Diforder  in  their  Government :  He  plainly 
iaw,  that  their  extraordinary  Succefs  at  firft  . 
had  made  them  too  confident  of  its  Duration, 
and  from,  thence  had  flackcn'd  their  Induftry—' 
by  which  he  obierv'd,  at  die  iamc  time,  tne 
old  Houfe,  where  there  was  jcarce  any  other 
Merit  than  Induftry,  began  to  flourish.  And 
indeed  they  feem'd  not  enough  to  confide, 
that  the  Appetite  of  the  Publick,  like  that  of 
a  fine  Gentleman,  could  only  be  kept  warm, 
by  Variety  J  that  let  their  Merit  be  never  fo 
high,  yet  the  Taftc  of  a  Town  was  not  al- 
ways conftant,  nor  inMible :  That  it  was 
dangerous  to  hold  their  Rivals  in  too  much 
Contempt;  for  they  found,  that  a  young  in- 
dufrrious  Company  were  foon  a  Match,  for 
the  beft  Ad<»^,  when  too  fecurely  negligent ; 
And  negligent  diey  certainly  were,  and  fondly 
fancied,  that  hadeach  of  their  different  Schemes 
been  foHow'd, ,  their  Audiences  would  not  fo 
fuddenly  have  fallen  oif. 

But  alas  1  die  Vanity  of  applauded  Ai5lors, 
when  they  are  not  crowded  to,  as  they  may 
have  been,  makes  them  naturally  impute  thie 
Change  to  any  Caufe,  rather  than  the  true  one. 
Satiety:  They  are  m^hty  loath,  to  think  a 
Town,  once  io  fond  of  them,  could  ever  be 
tired;  and  yet,  at  cme  time,  or  other,  more  or 
I  lefs, 
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leis,  thin  Houfes  have  been  the  certain  Fate  of 
the  moft  proft>erous  Aftors,  ever  fince  I  re- 
member uie  Stage!  But  againil  this  Evil,  the 
proyidcnt'  Patentees  had  found  out  a  Relief, 
which  the  new  Houfe  were  not  yet  Mafters  of, 
viz.  l4cvcr  to  pay  their  People,  when  th?  Mo- 
ney did  not  come  in;  nor  then  neither,  but  ia 
fuch  Proportions,  as  fuited  their  Conveniency. 
I  my  fclr  was  one  of  the  many,  who  for  fix 
a^ing  Weeks  together,  never  received  one 
Day's  Pay;  and  for  fome  Tears  after,  feldom 
hajj  above  half  our  nominal  Salkries:  But  to 
the  beft  of  my  Memory,  the  Finances  of  the 
otiierHotiie>  helditnotaboveonc  Seafonmore* 
before  they  were  reduced  to  the  iame  Expedi- . 
ent  of  making  the  like  fcanty  Payments. 

Such  was  the  Diilrefs,  and  Fortune  of  both 
thefe  Companies,  fince  their  Divifion  from  the 
theatre-Royal  i  either  working  at  half  Wages, 
or  by  alternate  Succefles,  intercepting  the 
Bread  from,oheanother'sMouths;  irreconcila- 
ble Enemies,  yet  without  Hope  of  Relief,  fiism 
aVii9»ry  on  either  Side;  fometimcs  both  Par- 
ties reduced,  and  yet  each  fupporting  their 
Spirits,  by  feeing  the  other  under  the  fame 
Calamity. 

During  this  State  of  the  Stage,  it  was,  that 
the  loweft  Expedient  was  made  nfe  of,  to  in- 
CTatiate  oiir  Company,  in  the  Publick  Favour :, 
Our  MafliCr,  who  had  foinc  time  pradlifed  the 
Law,.'and  therefore  loved  a  Storm,  better  than 
fair  Weather  (for  it  was  his  own  Coriduft 
chiefly,  that  had  brought  the  Patent  into  theft 
Dangers) 
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Dangen)  took  nothing  ib  much  to  Heart,  as 
that  Partiality,  wherewith  ho  imagined  the 
People  of  Qoality  had  preferr'd  the  Aftors  of 
the  other  Houfe,  to  thofc  of  hisf  ownf :  Tb  bal- 
knce  this  Misfortune,  he.irosrcftdv'd,  atleaft, 
to  be  well  with' their  Docrteilicks,  and  there- 
fore cunningly  open'd  the  uppw  Gallery  to 
diem  gratis :  For  before  this  time  no  Footman 
was  ever  admitted,  or  had  prefam'd  tx>  come 
into  it,  tin  after  the  fenrth  A6t  was  ended : 
This  additional  Privifege  (the  grea^  Pl^e 
that  ever  Play-Hoafe  had  to  complahi  of)  he 
conceived  would  not  only  incline  ^£m,  to 

five  us  a  good  Word,  in  thereipciaiivc  Fami-' 
es  they  ^long'd  to,  but  w6uld  naturally  in- 
cite them,  to  come  alt  Hands  aloft,  in  the 
Crack  of  our  Applaufes :  And  indeed  it  fo  &r 
fucceeded,  that  it  often  thander'd  from  the 
foil  Gallery  above,  -while  out  thin  Pit,  and 
Boxes  below,  wen:  in  the  utmofl;  Serenity. 
This  riotoiB  Privilege,  fo  craftily  given,  and 
which  from  Cuftom,  was  at  laft  ripen'd  into' 
Rightj  became  the  moft  diigraccfiil  Nufance, 
that  ever  depreciated  the  Thotre.  How  often' 
have  the  moft  polite  Audiences,  inthe  moft 
afteAlng  Scenes  of  the  bcft  Plays,  been  difbarb'd. 
and  infulted,  by  the  Noife  and*  Clambur  of  - 
thefefaTOgc  Spcftators?  From  theiamenartow' 
way  of  thinking  too,  were  fo  many  ordinary- 
People,  and  unlick'd  Cubs  of  Condition,  ad- 
mitted behind  our  Scenes,  fbr  Mont^,  antit 
fometimes  without  it:  The  Plagues  and  InctJrl- 
veniencies  of  which  Cuftom,  wc  found  fo  in- 
tolerably 
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t(di*ntblCi  when  wi  afterwards  had  the  Stage 
in  our  li^ds,  th»t  at  the  Hazard  of  our  Live^ 
ve  were  forced  t^gQt  rid  of  themi  and  out 
only  Expedient  w^s.  by  rcfiiiing  Money  frota 
all  Penfons,  without  DiAin^on>  at  the  Stage-^ 
Door ;  by  ibis  xaosm  we  preferred  to  ourielvea 
the  Right  and  Liberty  of  chafing  our  own 
Company  there :  An,d  by  a  Urid  Obfervance 
c^th;u  Order,  websoo^  whatoadboeabe- 
ibre  debas'd  in^o  all  the  Licencee  of  a  Lobby, 
into  the  Decencies  of  a  Drawii»-^Room. 
.  Aboqt;  the  djiftrclsful  Time  Twae  fpcakins 
b^  in  the  Yeas  1696,  WiJh,  who  now  had 
beei)  five  Yeais^in  great  Eitecm  on  the  Dubtim 
Thattee,  retum'd  to  that  of  Drury^hme ;  in 
whicli  laJjt  be  had  6rft  fet  out,  and  had  coo- 
tinuied  to  a£t  foma  final}  Pasls>  for  one  Winter 
only..  The  coofideraUe  Figure  wluch  he  io 
lately  made  upoQ  the  Stage  in  Ijmdn,  nnkeg 
vxt  uoa^e  uiat  a  particular  Account.,  of  his 
£r(t  cc^uncncing.  A£tor  may  not  be  unacceptr 
vScAc^  to- the  CmioiUi  I  fball>  therefore,  give 
it  then),  as  I  had  it,  from  his  own  Mood^. 

In  King  yamei's  Reign  he  had  been  fome 
tMioeoai^'d  in  the  Secreury's  Office  in  ^e- 
kt^.  (his  native  Country)  and  remain'd  in  it, 
tiU  after  the  Battle  of  the  Boyn^^  which  com*- 
I^eMd  the  Revolution.  Upon  that  happy,  an^ 
Kocxpeifted  D^verance,  the  People  of  Vuilir^ 
among  the  various  ExprdBons  of  their  Joy, 
b8d;amindtohaveaPlay;  Ixit  the Adors being 
difjxrfed,  during  the  War,  fome  private  Per- 
fym  agreed,  in  the  beft  Manner  they  were 
able, 
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able,  to  ^ve  cnci  to  the  t^iUitk,  gratis^  at  the' 
Theatre,  The  PUy  Was  OfbelA,  in  ^ich 
Jf^ilitneted  the  Maori  and  the  Af^laufe  he  re- 
ceived in  it,  watm'd  him  to  fo  mong  ah  Incli- 
nation for  the  Stage,  that  he  immediatd^  pre- 
ferr'd  it  to  all  his  other  Views  in  Life :  for  he 
quitted  his  Poll,  and  with  the  fiift  £ur  Occa- 
iion  came  over,  to  try  his  Fortanc,  in  the 
(then  only)  Company  of  A&avs  in  London. 
The  Perfon,  who  fupply'd  his  Poft,  in  DtiB- 
Sn,  he  toM  me,  raifed  to  himielf,  tiom  thence, 
a  Fortune  of  fifty  thoufand  Pounds.  H^eyou 
have  a  much  fbonger  Inftance  of^n  extrava- 
gant Paflion  for  the  Stage,  than  that,  which  I 
have  elfewhere  ftiewn  in  my  felf;  I  only' quit- 
ted my  H^s  of  being  prraerr'd  to  the  likd 
Poft,  for  it  i  but  Wilks  quitted  his  aOiial  Pof- 
fiJuMy  fer  the  imaginary  Hap^iftefs,  which 
theLlfe  of  an  Ador  preunted  to  him.  And,- 
though  poffibly,  we  might  both  have  better'd 
our  Fortunes,  in  a  more  honourable  Station; 
yet  whether  better  Fortonesmight  haVe  c^qually 
gratify'd  our  Vanity  (the  univerfal  Paffion  of 
Mankind)  may  admit  of  a  Queftiotl, 

Upon  his  being  formerly  received  into  thrf 
^eatre-R<^al  (which  was  in  the  Winter  aftet 
I  had  been  initiated)  his  Station  there  Wasmuch 
upon  the  fame  Clafs,  with  my  own ;  our  Parts 
were  generally  of  an  equal  Inlignificancy,  not 
of  confequcnce  enough  to  give  either  a  Preftr- 
ence:  But  Wtlks  being  more  impatient  6f  his 
low  Condition,  than  I  was,  (and,  indeed,  the 
Company  was  then  fo  well  itock'd  with  good 
A^ors, 
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AAorSj  that  there  was  very  little  hope  of  get- 
ting forward)  kid  hold  of  a  more  expeditious 
way  for  his  advancemoit,  and  returned  agen 
to  DnhHftt  with  Mr  AflAury^  the  Patentee  of 
that  Theatre^,  to  ad  in  his  new  Company 
there :  There  went  with  him,  at  the  lame 
tune^'  Mrs.  Butier,  whofe  Charafter  I  have  al- 
readyglven,  aadl^court,  whohadnotappear- 
ed  on  any  Stage>  and  wasyetonlyknownas  an 
excellent  Mimidc:  ^/^j  having  no  Competi- 
tor in  DubUn^  was  immediately  preferr'd  to 
whatever  Parts  his  Inclination  led  him,  and 
his  early  Reputation  on  that  Stage,  as  fcion 
laiied,  in  him,  an  Ambition  to  ihcw  himfelf 
on  a  bettor.  And  I  have  beard  him  fay  (in 
Raillery  of  the  Vanity,  which  young  Aftors 
are  liable  to)  that  when  the  News  of  Monfort'% 
Death  came  to  Irelandy  he  from  that  time 
thought  his  Fortune  was  made,  and  took  a 
Hefolution  to  return  a  fecond  time  to  Eng- 
landt  with  tbe-firft  Opportunity;  but  as  his 
£)ngagemcnr5  to  the  i>tage,  where  he  was, 
were  too  ftrong  to  be  fuddenly  broke  fjum, 
lie  return'd  not  to  the  Theatre-Royal^  'till  the 
Year  1696.      - 

Upon  his  firft  Arrival,  Powf/jWhowasnow 
in  Polfcffion  of  all  the  chief  Parts  of  Monfort^ 
and  the  onlyAfior  that  ftood  in  JVilk'^  way  j 
in  feeming  Civility,  of&r'd  him  his  choice  of 
whoever  he  thought  fit  to  make  his  firft  Ap- 
pearance in  i'  though,  in  reality,  the  Favour 
was  intended  to  hurt  him.  But  ^/Vix  rightly 
judg'd  it  more  modeft,  to  accept  only  of  a  Part 
O  of 
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ofPo-weh,  andwhichJWon/or/ had  never  ad- 
ed,  that  of  Palamede  in  Dry  den's  Marriage 
Alamode.  Here  too,  lie  had  the  Advantage  of 
having  the  Ball  play'd  into  his  Hand,  by  the 
inimitable  Mrs.  Monfart^  who  was  then  his 
Melmtba  in  the  fame  Play:  Whatever  Fame 
Wilks  had  brought  with  him,  from  Ireland^  he 
as  yet  appear'd  but  a  very  raw  ASor,  to  what 
he  was  afterwards  allow'd  to  be:  His  Faults 
however,  I  fhall  rather  leave  to  the  Judgment 
ofthofe,  who  then  may  remember  him,  than 
to  take  upon  me  tbe  di&greeable  Office  of  be- 
ing particular  upon  them,  ^her  than  hf  lay- 
ing, thatinthisPartofPtfJ^riilr,  hevrasfhort 
ofPo-ivel,  and  mifs'd  a  good  deal  of  the  loofc 
Humour  of  the  CharaflBr,  which  the  other 
more  happily  hit.  But  however,  he  was  young, 
ereft,  of  a  pleafing  Afped,  and,  in  the  whole, 
gave  the  Town,  and  the  Stage,  fufficient  Hope? 
.  of  him.  I  ought  to  make  fome  Allowances 
too,  for  the  Reftrainc  he  tnufV  naturalty  have 
been  under,  fromhis  iiril  Appearance  upon  a 
new  Stage.  But  from  that  he  foon  recovered^ 
and  grew  daily  more  in  Favour  not  only  of 
the  Town,  but  likewifc  of  the  Patentee  whom 
PfiMJ^/.before^j^'s  Arrival,  had  treated,  in  al- 
moll  what  manner  he  pleas'd. 

Upon  thisvifible  Succefs  oflHlis,  the  pre- 
tended Contempt,  which  Powelhad  held  him 
in,  began  to  four  into  an  open  Jealoufyj  he, 
now,  plainly  faw,  he  was  a  formidable  Rival, 
and  (which  more  hurt  him)  &w  too,  that 
other  People  &w  it;  and  therefore  foand  k 
2  high 
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high  «ime>  to  oppo&,  and  be  troufaleibme  to 
.  him.  But  ff^iis  happening  to  be  as  jealous  of 
his  Fame,  a$  the  other,  you  may  imagine  fucb 
clafhing  Candidates  could  not  be  long  with- 
out a  Rupture:  In  fhortj  a  Challenge^  I  very 
well  remembeF,  came  fh}m  Ftneel^  when  he 
washot'^headed;  but  the  next  mofntng  he  was 
cod  enough}  to  let  it  end  in  &Toor  oiJVilh, 
Yet  however  the  Magnanimity,  on  either  Part, 
might  ibt^de,  the  Animoiity  was  as  deep  in 
the  Heart,  as  ever>  tho'  it  was  not  aftOTvards 
fo  openly  avow'd:  For  when  Prav/ found  th^ 
mtimidating  would  not  carry  his  Point ;  buC 
^txWi&Sf  when  provok'd,  would  really  give 
Battle,  he  (Potvel)  grew  ib  out  of  humour,  that 
he  cock'd  hie  Hat,  and  in  his  PalBon  walk'd 
off,  Vo  the  Service  of  the  Company,  in  Lin- 
coMs-InH  Fields.  But  there,  finding  more 
Competitors,  and  diac  he  made  a  worfe  Figure 
among  them,  than  in  the  Conqxiny  he  cadoe 
from,  heflay'd  but  one  Winter  with  them,  be* 
ibrc  he  returned  to  his  old  (garters,  in  I>rttrj- 
Lane ;  where,  after  thefe  unfuccefsfiil  Pufliea 
of  his  Ambiti(Hi,  he  at  Ufl  became  a  Martyr 
to  Negligence,  and  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  Ad- 
TanCages  andSuperlc^ty,  which  (dbring  his  late 
Dfcfertion)^f/ii  had  more  eaiily  got  over.him« 
However  trifling  thefe  Theatrical  Anecdotes 
mayfeem,  to  a  fenfible  Reader,  yet  affthe  dif- 
ferent Condad  of  thefe  rival  Adinrs  nuy  be  of 
nfe,  to  others  oftheiameProfeflion,  and  frorta 
thence  may  confiibute  to  the  Pleafure  of  the 
Fttblick;  .let  that  be  my  Excufe,  for  purluing 
O  2  ■■       them. 
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them. '  I  muft  therefore  let  it  be  known,  that 
though  in  Voice,  and  Ear,  Nature  had  b^n 
more  kmd  tcyPowel,  yet  he  Co  often  loft  the  Va- 
lue of  them,  by  an  unheedful  Confidence  j  that 
the  conftant  wakeful  Care,  and  Decency,  of 
Wtlks,  left  the  other  far  behind,  in  the  publick 
Elleem,  and  Approbation.  Nor  was  his  Me- 
mory Icis  tenacious  than  that  of  Wilksi  but 
Powel  put  too  much  Tmft  in  it,  and  idly  de* 
ferr'dtheStudyingof  his  Parts,  as  School-boys 
do  theirExercife,  tothelaftDayj  which  com- 
monly brings  them  out  pfoportionably  deiec- 
tire.  But  ff^lks  never  loft  an  Hour  of  preci- 
ous Time,  and  was,  in  all  his.  Farts,  perfed, 
to  fuch  an  Exadtitiide,  that  I  quefUon,  if  in 
forty  Years,  he  ever  five  times  chang'd  or  mif> 
plac'd  an  AJticle,  in  any  one  of  them.  To'be 
Mafter  of  this  uncommon  Diligence,  is  ad- 
ding, to  the  Gift  of  Nature  all  that  is  in  an 
Ador's  Power;  and  this  Du^of  Studying  per- 
fe&,  whatever  Aflor  is  remi^  in,  hewillpro- 
portionably  find,  that  Nature  may  have  been 
kind  to  him,  in  vain,  for  though  Powel  had  an 
AfTurancCjthat  cover 'dthisNegleft  muchbetter, 
than  aMan  of  more  Modcfty  might  have  done> 
yet  with  all  his  Intrepidity,  very  ofteii  the  Dif- 
fidence, and  Concern  for  what  he  was  to  Jay, 
made  him  lofe  the  Look  of  what  he  was  to  6e  : 
While,  therefore.  Powel  prefided,  his  idle  Ex- 
ample made  this  Fault  (o  osmmon  to  others, 
that  I  cannot  but  conkis,  in  the  general  Infec- 
tion, I  had  my  Share  Of  it;  nor  was  my  too  cri- 
ucal  Excufe  fgrit,  agood  one,  viz.Thit  ft:arce 
one 
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one  Part,  in  iive,  that  fell  tQ  my  Lot,  was 
worth  the  Labour.  But  to  fhew  RefpeA  toan 
Audience,  is  worth  the  beft  A£t<x'9  Labour, 
and,  his  BuHnefe  confider'd,  he  muAbe  a.  ve- 
ry impudent  one  that  comes  before  them,  with 
a  confcious  NegUgence  of  what  he  is  about. 
But  fiTilks  was  never  known  to  make  any  of 
thefe  venial  DiiUnflions,  nor  however  barea 
his  Part  might  be,  could  beat  even  the  Self- 
Reproach  of  ^vouring  his  Memory:  And  I 
have  been  allonifhed,  to  lee  him  fwallow  a 
Volume  of  Froth,  and  Infipidity,  in  a  new 
Play,  diat  we  were  fure  could  not  live  above 
three  Days,  tho*  fevour'd,  and  recommended 
to  the  Stage,  byfome  good  perfon  of  Quality. 
Upon  fuch  Occafions,  in  O)mpaffion  to  his 
finitlefs  Toil,  and  Labour,  I  have  fometimes 
cry'd  out  with  Cato—~f~Painful  Praeminencel 
So  inlupportable,  in  my  Senfe,  was  the  Task, 
when  the  bare  Praife,  of  not  having  been  ne- 
gligent, was  fure  to  be  the  only  Reward  of 
it.  But  fo  indefatigable  was  the  Diligence 
of  Wilks^  that  he  feem'd  to  love  it,  as  a 
good  Man  does  Virtue,  for  its  own  lake ; 
of  which  the  following  Inllance  will  give  yon 
an  extraordinary  Prooh 

In  fome  new  Comedy,  he  happen'd  to  com- 
plain of  a  crabbed  Speech  in  his  Part,  which, 
he  faid,  gave  him  more  trouble  to  ftudy,  than 
all  the  reft  of  it  had  done ;  upon  which,  he  ap- 
ply'd  to  the  Author,  either  to  foften,  or  Ihori- 
ten  it.  The  Author^  that  he  might  make 
the  Matter  quite  eafy  to  him,  fairly  qit  it  all 
O  3  out, 
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out.  But,  whqivlv  got  home,  &otn  the  Re - 
hcfljr&I,  ^/Aj  thought  it  fuch  an  Indignity  to 
his  Memory  thitf  any  thing  Should  be  diought 
too  hard  for  it,  that  he  a&ially  made  htfa* 
Ie^pcrfe<£t  in  that  fpeecfa,  though  he  knew  it 
was  never  to  be  made  ufe  of.  From  this  llngu- 
hir  Ad  of  Supererogation,  you  nfiay  judge,  how 
indc&tigable  the  Labour  c^  his  Mepiory  muft 
have  been,  whea  his  Profit,  and  Honour,  were 
m<xt  concern'd  to  make  uie  of  it. 

But  befides  this  indiipenilble  Qu^^  of  I^i' 
Dgencc,  Wilkt  had  the  Advantage  of  a  fbbo* 
Charadter,  in  private  Life,  which  P^^el  not 
having  the  leail  Regard  to,  labour'd  under  the 
unhappy  Dis&vour,  not  to  &y.  Contempt,  of 
the  Publick,  to  whom  his  licentious  Courfes 
were  no  Secret:  Even  when  he  did  well,  that 
natural  Prejudice  purfa'd  him ;  neither  the  He- 
roe,  nor  the  Gentleman  j  the  young  Amtmn^ 
nor  the  Dorimant,  could  conceal,  fi-om  the 
confdous  Speiftator,  the  True  George  Fowel, 
And  this  fort  of  Difefteem,  cm*  Favour,  every 
After,  will  feel,  and  more,  or  lefs,  have  his 
Share  of,  as  he  has^  or  has  not,  a  due  Regard 
to  his  private  Life,  and  Reputation.  Nay,  e- 
ven  falfe  Reports  {hall  affe^  him,  and  become 
the  Caufe,  or  Pretence  at  leaft,  of  undervalu- 
ing, or  treating  him  injurioufly.  Let  me  give 
a  known  Inftance  of  it,  and,  at  the  £ime  tune, 
a  Juftification  of  mylelf,  from  an  Imputation, 
that  was  laid  upon  me,  many  Years,  before  I 
quitted  the  Theatre,  of  which  yoit  will  iee  the 
Confequencc. 

After 
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Alter  the  vaft  Succcis  of  that  new  Species 
of  Dramatick  Poetry,  the  Beggar's  Opera  j  the 
Year  following,  I  was  fo  ftupid,  as  to  attempt 
Something  of  the  fame  Kind,  upon  a  qaite  dif- 
ferent Foundation,  that  of  recommending  Vir- 
tue and  Innocencei  which  I  ignorantly  thought, 
might  not  have  a  lefs  Pretence  to  Favour, 
than  fetting  Greatneis,  and  Authority,  in  a 
contemptible,  and  the  moft  vulgar  Vice,  and 
Wickednefs,  in  an  amiable  Light.  But  behold 
how  fondly  I  was  mlAaken !  Love  in  a  Riddle 
(for  lb  my  new-fangled  Performance  was  cal- 
led) was  as  vilely  damn'd,  and  hooted  at,  as 
€0  vam  a  Prefumption,  in  the  idle  Caufe  of 
Virtue,  could  deferve.  Yet  this  is  not  what  I 
complain  of  j  I  will  allow  my  Poetry,  to  be  as 
much  below  the  other,  as  Tafte,  or  Criticifm, 
can  fink  it :  I  will  grant  likcwife,  that  the 
applaudedAuthoroftheBf^tfrjO/fr(/(whom 
I  knew  to  be  an  honefl  good-natur'd  Man, 
and, who,  when  he  had  defccnded  to  write 
more  like  one,  in  the  Caufe  of  Virtue,  had  been 
as  unfortunate,  asothersof  thatClafs;)  I  will 

trant,  I  fay,  that  in  his  Beggafs  Opera,  he 
ad  more  ikilfuUy  gratify'd  the  Publick  Taftc, 
than  all  the  brighteft  Authors  that  ever  writ 
before  him ;  and  I  have  fometimes  thought, 
from  the  Modefty  of  his  Motto,  Nos'hac  novi- 
mm  ejfe  nihil,  that  he  gave  them  that  Perform- 
ance as  a  Satyr  upon  the  Depravity  of  their 
Judgment  (as  Ben.  Jobn/on,  of  old,  was  fatd  to 
give  his  Barth>Iomew-Fair',  in  Ridicule  of  the 
'  vulgar  Tafte,  which  had  difliked  his  Sejatius) 
,  -  O  4  and 
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.  qnd  that,  by  artfully  feducing  them,  to  be  the 
Champions,  of  the  Immoralities  he  hinlfelf 
detefted,  he.lhouId  be  amply  reveng'd  on  their 
former  Severity,  and  Ignorance.  This  were 
indeed  aTriumph !  which,  even  the  Author  of 
Cato,  might  have  envy'd.  Cato  !  'tis  true,  fuc- 
ceeded,  but  reach'd  not,  by  full  forty  Days,  the 
Progrcfs,  and  Applaufes  of  the  Beggars  Opera. 
WiUU>  tiowever,  admit  of  aQueftion,  which 
pf  the  twoCompoIitions,  a  goodWriter,  would 
rather  wifh  to  have  been  the  Author  of  ?  Yet, 
pn  the  other  fide,  muft  we  not  alfow,  tbat  to 
have  taken  a  whole  Nation,  High,  and  Low, 
into  a  general  Applaufc,  has  fliown  a  Powey 
in  Poetry,  which  though  often  attempted  in 
the  fame  kind,  none  but  this  one  Author, 
could  ever  yet  arrive  at  ?  Py  what  Rule,  theni 
are  we  to  judge  of  our  true  I^atipnai  Taftc  ? 
But,  to  keep  a  little  clofer  to  my  Point, 

Thp  fame  Author,  the  next  Year,  had,  ac- 
cording to  the  Laws  of  the  Land  tranfported 
his  Heroe  to  the  JVeft-Indies^  in  a  Second  Part 
to  the  Beggars  Opera ;  but  fo  it  happen'd,  to 
the  Surprize  of  the  Publick,  this  Second  Part 
was  forbid  to  come  upon  the  Stage  \  Various 
were  the  Speculations,  upon  this  aft  of  P0W7 
cr:  Some  thought  idiat  tlie  Author,  others 
that  the  Town,  was  hardly  dealt  with ;  a  third 
fort,  who  perhaps  had  enyy*<l  him  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  his  firft  Part,  affirm'd,  when  it  wjs 
printed,  that,  whatever  the  Intention  might  be, 
^he  Fa£t  was  in  his  Favour,  that  he  had  been  a 
greater  Gainer,  by  Subfcriptidns  to  his  Copy, 
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^an  he  could  have  been  b^  a  bare  Theatrical 
Presentation.  Whether  any  Part  of  thefc  O-^ 
pinions  were  true,  I  am  not  concerned  to  de-- 
kermine>  or  confider.  But  how  they  jtfiefted 
xne»  1  am  goii^  to  tell  you.  Soon  after  this 
Prohibition,  my  Performance  was  to  come  upr 
on  the  Stf^c,  at  a  time,  ^hen  many  People 
vere  out  cA  Humour  at  the  Ute  PifappQlntr 
nient,  and  feetn'd  willing  to  lay  hold  of  any 
Pretence  of  making  a  Reprisal.  ,  Great  Um-r 
brage  was  taken,  that  I  was  permitted,  to  have 
the  whole  Town  to  myfelf,  by  this  abfcdute 
Forbiddance  of  what,  they  had  mprc  mind  to 
have  been  entertain'd  with.  And,  fome  lew 
Days  before  my  Bawble  was  ai^ed,  I  w^  in- 
form'd>  that  a  ftrong  Party  would  be  piade 
againft  it :  This  Report  I  flighted,  as  not  cpo- 
ceiving  why  it  fhould  be  true ;  and  when  I  .was 
afterwards  told,  what  was  the  pretended  Pro-f 
vocation  of  this  Party,  I  flighted  it,  flUl  more, 
^  having  lefs  Reafon  to  fuppofe,  any  Perfoq^ 
could  believe  me  capaUc!  (had  1  had  the 
Power)  of  giving  foch  a  Provocatbn,  Th^ 
Report,  it  feems,  that  had  run  againfl  mc,  wa$ 
this :  That,  to  make  way  for  the  Sqccefs  of 
my  own  Play,  I  had  privately  found  oieaps,  or 
made  Intereft,  that  the  Second  Fart  of  the  Beg^ 
gars  Opera^  might  befuppreHed.  What  an  in-? 
Voluntary  Compliment  did  the  Reporters  of  thi; 
Falfhood  make  me  F  to  fuppofe  me  pf  Confi- 
deration  enough  to  Influence  a  great  0$icer 
of  State  to  gratify  the  Spleen,  or  Envy  of  9, 
Comedian,  fo,  fai  as  to  rob  the  Publick  of  ai|t 
"*''■'  '    '  ionoceijit 
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innocent  Diverfioo(ifitwerc'fuch)  that  none, 
but  that  cunning  Comedian,  might  be  fufFered 
to  give  it  them.  This  is  fo  very  ^ofs  a  Sup- 
pofiti<ni,  that  it  needs  only  its  own  fenfelefs 
Face,  to  confound  it ;  let  that  alone,  then,  be 
my  Defence  againft  it.  But  agaioft  blind 
A^lice,  and  ftaring  Inhumanity,  whatever  is 
upon  the  Sci^,  has  no  Defence !  There,  th^ 
Imew,  I  ftood  helplefs,  and  expos'd,  to  what-' 
ever  they  might  pleafe  to  load,  or  aiperfe  me 
with.  I  had  not  conlider'd,  pocv  Devil !  that, 
fiom  the  Security  of  a  AiU  Pit,  Dunces,  might 
be  Criticks,  Cowards  valiant,  and  'Prentices 
Gentlemen  I  Whether  any  fuch  were  concern'd 
in  the  Murder  of  my  Play,  I  am  not  certain  { 
fat  I  never  endeavour' d,  to  difcover  any  one  of 
its  Aflaffins ;  I  cannot  afford  them  a  milder 
Name,  from  their  unmanly  manner  of  deilroy- 
ing  ic  Had  it  been  heard,  they  might  have  left 
me  nothing  to  fay  to  them :  'Tis  true,  it  &intly 
held  up  its  wounded  Head,  a  fecond  Day,  and 
would  have  fpoke  &x  Mercy,  but  was  not  fuf- 
fer'd.  Not  even  the  Preienceof  a  Royal  Heir  ap- 
parent, could  prote(^  it  But  then  I  was  reduc'd 
to  be  ferious  with  them ;  their  Clamour,  then, 
became  an  Infolence,  which  I  thought  it  my 
Duty,  by  the  Sacrifice  of  any  Intereft  of  my 
own,  to  put  an  end  to.  I  therefore  quitted  the 
Ador,  for  the  Author,^d,  ftepping  forward 
to  the  Pit,  told  them,  Thtafince  I  found  they 
vsere  not  in£lin'dt  t^  this  Play  Jbould  go  for~ 
wardt  I  gave  tbem  my  Word^  that  (tfter  this 
Night i  it  Jhould  tuver  be  aBed  agen :  But  tbat, 

in 
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in  the  mtan  time^  Ibop'dy  they  would  conjider,  in 
tpbofe  Prefence  tbey  were,  Mid  for  that  Reaf^, 
at  leajt,  would  Jufpend  what  farther  Marks  of 
their  t>ijj>leafure,  they  might  imagine  I  had 
deferred.  At  this  there  was  a  dead  Silence; 
and,  after  ibme  little  Faufe,  a  few  civiliz'd 
Hands,  iignify'd  their  Approbation.  When 
the  Play  went  on,  I  obferv'd  about  a  Dozen 
PerfoDS,  of  no  extraordmary  Appearance,  ful- 
Icnly  wlk'd  out  of  the  Pit.  After  which, 
every  Scene  of  it,  while  uninterrupted,  met 
with  more  AppUufe,  than  my  beft  Hopes  had 
expe&ed.  But  it  came  too  utte :  Peace  to  its 
Jkbwf  /  I  had  g^ven  roy  Word  it  Oiould  fall, 
and  I  kept  it,  by  giving  out  another  PIay» 
foe  the  next  Day,  though  I  knew  the  Boxes 
were  all  lett  for  the  fame  again.  Such,  then, 
WIS  the  Treatment  I  met  with :  How  much  of 
it,  the  Errors  of  the  Flay  might  deierve,  I  refer 
to  the  Judgment  of  thofe  who  may  have  Co- 
rioiit^,  and  idle  time  enough  to  read  it.  But 
if  I  had  no  occafion  to  complain  of  the  Re- 
ception it  met  with,  from  its  quieted  Audience,, 
furc  it  can  be  no  great  Vanity,  to  impute 
its  Difgraces  chiefly,  to  that  fevere  Refcnt- 
ment,  which  a  groundlefs  Report  of  me  had 
inflam'd :  Yet  thofe  Difgraces  have  left  me 
fomething  to  boaft  of,  aa  Honour  preferable, 
even  to  the  Applaufc  of  my  Enemies  :  A  no- 
ble Lord  came  behind  the  Scenes,  and  told  me, 
.fi-om  the  Bo3U  where  he  was  in  waiting,  That 
what  Ifaidy  to  quiet  the  Audience^  was  extreme- 
ly laeU  taken  there ;  and  that  I  had  been  com^ 
mended 
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pisndedfor  it,  in  a  'aery  obliging  manner.  Now, 
though  this  was  the  only  Tumult,  that  I  have 
known  to  have  been  lo  efFefiually  appeas'd, 
thefe  fifty  Years,  by  any  thing  that  could  be 
faid  to  an  Audience,  in  the  fame  Humour,  I 
will  not  take  any  great  Merit  to  myfelf  upon 
it ;  becaufe  when,  like  me,  you  will  but 
humbly  fubmit  to  their  doing  you  all  the 
Mifchief  they  can,  they  will,  at  any  time,  be 
fetisfy'd. 

I  have  mention'd  this  particular  Fadt,  to  \n- 
forcc  what  I  beftire  obfcrv'd,  That  the  pri- 
vate Charafter  of  an  Aftor  will  always,  iriorft 
or  lefs,  affeft  his  Publick  Performance.  And 
if  I  fuffer'd  fo  much,  from  the  bare  Sufpicion 
pf  my  having  been  guilty  of  a  tafe  Adlion  'j 
what  fhould  not  an  Aftor  expeft,  that  is  hardy 
enough,  to  think  his  whole  private  Charac- 
ter of  no  confequence  ?  I  could  offer  many 
more,  tho*  lefs  fcvcre  Inftances,  of  the  fame 
Nature.  I  have  feen  the  moft  tender  Sentrl- 
ment  of  Love,  in  Tragedy,  create  Laughter, 
inftead  of  Compaflion,  when  it  has  been  ap- 
plicable to  the  real  Engagements  of  the  PeHr 
ion,  that  utter'd  it.  1  have  known  good  Parts 
thrown  up,  from  an  humble-  ConfcioiifiicSjj 
that  fomcthing  in  them,  might  put  an  Au" 
dience  in  mind  of  —  what  was  rather  wifh'd 
might  be  forgotten :  Thpfe  remarkable  Words. 
ofEvadne,  in  \.ht  Maid^  s 'Tragedy— A  Motrin- 
beadf  Amintor,  at  my  Tears?— ^^  have  fome- 
tiroea  been  a  much  ftronge^  Jcft,  for  being  a 
tine  one.    But  thefe  are  Reprqaches,  which, 
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in  all  Nations,  the  Theatre  muft  have  been  us'd 
to,  unlefs  we  could  fuppofe  Adors  fomething 
more,  than  Human  Creatures,  void  of  Faults, 
or  Frailties.  'Tis  a  Misfortune,  at  leaft,  not 
limited  to  the  EngHjb  Stage.  .  I  have  fecr^the 
better-bred  Audience,  in  Paris^  made  merry, 
eyen  with  a  modeA  ExpreHion,  when  it  has 
come  irom  the  Mputh  of  an  Aftrcfs,  whofe 
private  Charafter  it  feem'd  not  to  belong  to. 
The  Apprehenfion  of  thefc  kind  of  Fleers, 
from  the  Witlings  of  a  Pit,  has  been  carry*d 
fo  far,  in  our  own  Country,  that  a  late  valua- 
ble AtSrcfs  (who  was  confclous  her  Beauty  was 
not  her  greateft  Merit)  dcfired  the  Warmth  of 
fome  Lines  might  be  abated,  when  they  have 
made  her  too  remarkably  handfome :  But  in 
this  Difcretion  fhe  was  alone,  few  others  were 
afraid  of  undeferving  the  fineft  things,  that 
could  be  faid,  to  them.  But  to  confider  this 
Matter  ferioufly,  I  cannot  but  think,  at  a  Play, 
a  fenfible  Auditor  would  contribute  all  he 
could,  to  his  being  well  decciv'd,  and  not  fuf- 
fer  his  Imagination,  fo  far  to  wander,  from 
the  vreU^afSed  Charader  before  him,  as  to  gra- 
tify a  frivolous  Spleen,  by  Mocks,  or  perfo- 
nal  Sneers,  on  tlie  Performer,  at  the  Expence 
of  bis  better  Entertainment.  But  I  muft  now 
take  up  ff^ilks,  and  Poioe!^  again,  where  I  left 
them. 

Though  the  Contention  for  Superiority,  be- 
tween them,  feem'd  about  this  time,  to  end  in 
favour  of  the  former,  yet  the  Diftrefs  of  the 
Patentee  (in  having  his  Servant  hlsMafler,  as 
4  Powel 
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Powel  had  lately  been)  was  not  much  reliev'd 
1^  the  Viftory ;  he  had  only  chang'd  the  Man, 
but  not  the  Malady :  For  ff^iiAsy  by  being  in 
Po^ffion  of  fo  many  good  Parts,  fell  into  the 
common  Error  of  moft  A4ftor8,  that  of  over- 
rating their  Merit,  or  never  thinking  it  is  ib 
thoroughly  conHder'd,  as  it  ought  to  be; 
which  generally  makes  them  proportionably 
troublefome  to  the  Matter ;  who,  mcy  might 
conHder,  only  pays  them,  to  profit  by  them. 
The  Patentee  therefore,  found  it  as  difficult  to 
fatisfy  the  continual  Demands  of  H^Ubf  as  it 
was  dangerous  to  refiife  them  j  very  few  wxrc 
made,  that  were  not  granted,  and  as  few  were 
granted,  as  were  not  grudg'd  him :  Not  but 
our  good  Mafter,  was  as  fly  a  Tyrant,  as  ever 
was  at  the  Head  of  a  Theatre ;  for  he  gave 
the  Aftors  more  Liberty,  and  fewer  Days  Pay, 
than  any  of  his  PredecelTors :  He  would  laugh 
with  them  over  a  Bottle,  and  bite  them,  in 
their  Bargains :  He  kept  them  poor,  that  they 
might  not  be  able  to  rebel ;  and  fomctimes 
merry,  that  they  might  not  think  of  it ;  All 
their  Articles  of  Agreement  had  a  Claufe  in 
them,  that  he  was  fure  to  creep  out  at,  vtz. 
Their  refpedttve  Sallaries,  were  to  be  paid,  in 
iiich  manner,  arid  proportion,  as  others  of  ^e 
fame  Company  were  paid ;  which  in  effeft, 
made  them  alt,  when  he  pleas'd,  but  limited 
Sharers  of  l^ofs,  and  himfelf  fole  Propriet(V  of 
Profits }  and  this  Lofs,  or  Profit,  they  only  had 
fuch  verbal  A^XTunts  of,  as  he  thought  proper 
to  give  them.  'Tis  tmt,  he  would  fometimes 
advance 
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advance  them  Money  (but  not  more,  than  he 
knew  at  moft  could  be  due  to  them)  upon  their 
Bonds;  upon  which,  whenever  they  were  nut- 
tinous,  he  would  threaten  to  fiie  them.  TUa 
was  the  Net  we  danc'd  in  for  ItEvetal  Years: 
But  no  wonder  we  were  loupes,  while  onr  M^ 
Aer  was  a  Lawyer,  This  Grievance,  however, 
If^ilks  was  refolv'd  for  bimfelf,  at  leafl,  to  re-> 
medy  at  any  rate  j  and  grew  daily  more  in* 
tradiable,  fen-  every  Day  his  Redrefs  was  de- 
lay'd.  Here  our  Mailer  feund.  himfitf  widec 
a  Difficulty,  he  knew  not  well  how  to  get  out 
of:  For  as  he  was  a  cloie  &btle  Man,  he  feU 
dom  made  ufeof  aCcHifident,  in  his  Schemes 
of  Government :  But  hare  the  old  Expedient 
of  Delay,  would  iland  him  in  no  longer  ftead  j 
Wilks  muft  inftantly  be  comply'd  with,  or 
Fo-wel  come  again  into  Power  !  In  a  word,  he 
was  pulh'd  fo  home,  that  he  was  reduc'd  even 
to  take  my  Opinion  mto  his  Affiftance :  For 
he  knew  I  was  a  Rival  to  neither  of  the^; 
perhaps  too^  he  had  fancy'd,  that  from  the 
Succefs  of  my  firil:  Flay,  I  might  know  as 
much  of  the  Stage,  and  what  niade  an  A£tor 
valual^e,  as  either  of  them :  He  ikw  too,  that 
tho'  they  had  each  of  them  five  good  Parts  to 
my  one  ;  yet  the  Applaufe  which  in  my  few,  I 
had  met  with,  wasgiven  me  by  better  Judges 
than,  as  yet,  had  approved  of  the  bcft  they  had 
done.  They  generally  meafured  the  goodneis 
of  a  Part,  by  the  Qnantity,  or  Lengm  of  it^ 
I  thought  n(»ie  bad  for  being  ihort,  that  were 
clofely-natural  j  nor  any  die  better,  for  being 
long, 
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longi  without  that  valuable  Quality.  Bat,  ih 
this,  I  doubt,  as'tathdrlntereft,  theyjudg'd 
better,  dian  my&lf ;  fer  I  have  gencndly'ob- 
fervM,  that  &ofe,  who  do  a  great  dral  not  ill; 
have  been,  prrfcrr'd  to  tfiofc,  who  do  bat  lit- 
^,  though  never  fo  maihrly.  And  therefore- 
\  allow,  that  while  there  were  fo  few  good- 
PactSi  arid  as  few  good  Judges  of  themj  W 
ought  to  have  been  no  Wonder  to  me,  that,  as 
an  Ador,  I  was  lefs  valued,  by  the  Mailer,  or 
the  common  People,  than  either  of  them : 
All  the  Advantage  I  had  of  them,  wasj  that 
by  not  being  troublefome/  I  had  more  of  our 
Mafler's  perfohal  Inclination,  than  any  A^r 
of  the  Male  Sex;  and  fo  much  of  it,  that  I 
was  almoft  the  only  one,  whom  at  ^at  time^ 
he  .us'd  to  take  into  his  Parties  of  fleafurt ; 
very  often  tete  i  tete^  and  fometimes,  in  a 
Partie  quarree.  Theft  then  were  the  Quali- 
fications, however  good,  or  bad,  to  which 
may  be  imputed  our  Mailer's  having  m:ade 
choice  of  me,  to  alBft  him,  in  the  Difficulty, 
under  which  he  now  labour'd.  He  was  him- 
felf  fometimes  Inclin'd  to  fet  up  Powel  again 
as  a  Check  upon  the  over-bearing  Temper  of 
Wilks:  Tho'  to  fay  truth,  he  lik'd  neither  oF 
them  ;  but  was  ftiil  under  a  Neccffity,  that  one 
of  them  fhould  prefide ;  tho*  he  fcarce  knew 
which  of  the  two. Evils  to  chufe.  This  Qae- 
ftion,  when  I  happenM  to  be  alone  with-him, 
was  often  debated  In  our  Evening  Cohverla- 
tion  i  nor  indeed,  did  I  find  it  an  eafy  matter 
to  know  which  Party  I  ought  to  recommend 
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to  his  Eledion.  I  knew  they  were  neither 
oF  them  Well-wUhers  to  me,  as  in  common 
they  were  Enemies  to  moft  Adors,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  Merit,  th^  feem'd  to  he  nUng,  in 
them.  But  as  I  hadthe  Profperity  of  the  Stage 
more  at  Hcart»  than  any  other  Confideration, 
I  could  not  he  long  undetermined,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, and  therefore  gave  it  to  our  MaAer,  at 
once,  in  Favour  of  JVilks.  I,  with  all  the 
Force  I  could  mufter,  infifted,  **That  ifPowel 
**  were  prcferr'd,  the  ill  Example  of  his  Neg- 
*'  ligence,  and  abandon'd  Character  (whatever 
**  his  Merit  on  the  Stage  might  be)  would  rc- 
•*  duce  our  Company  to  Contempt,  and  Beg- 
**  gary;  obTerving  at  the  fame  time,  in  how 
**  muchbetter OrdcrourAffwrswentforward, 
'*  Unce  Wilks  came  among  us,  of  which  I  re- 
**  counted  feveral  Inftances,  that  are  not  fo  ne- 
■*  cefliry  to  tire  my  Reader  with.  All  this, 
"  th<»igb  he  allow'd  to  be  true ;  yet  Powely  he 
•*  faid,  was  a  better  Adlor  than  f^lks^  when 
**  he  minded  his  Bufinefs  (that  is  to  fay,  when 
"  be  was,  what  he  feldom  was,  fober).  But 
"  Pmw/,  it  fs^ms,  had  a  ftill  greater  Merit 
"  to  him,  which  was,  (as  he  obferv'd)  that 
"  when  Affairs  were  in  his  Hands,  he  had 
"  kept  the  Adors  quiet,  without  one  Day's 
"  Pay,  for  fix  Weeks  together,  anditwasnot 
**  every  body  could  do  that  ^  for  you  fee,  faid 
"  he,  Wilks  will  never  be  eafy,  unlefs  1  give 
"  him  his  whole  Pay,  when  others  have  it  not, 
'*  and  what  ah  Injuilice  would  that  be  to  the 
'*  reft,  if  i  were  to  comply  with  him  ?  How 
P.  «  do 
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"  do  1  know,  but  tlien  they  may  be  all,  in  a 
"  Mutiny^  and  m^<&ii^  (that  was  this  Exp^el^ 
'*  fion)  with  Powel  at  the  Head  of  'cm  ?  " 
By  this  Specimen  of  cur  Debate,  it  may  be 
judg'd,  under  how  particular,  and  merry  a 
Government,  the  Theatre  then  labour'd.  To 
conclude,  this  Matter  ended  in  a  Refolntion, 
te-  fign  a  new  Agreement,  with  Wilh^  which 
entitled  him,  to  his  full  Pay  of  four  Pounds  a 
Week,  without  any  ctmditional  Pedudtions, 
How  far  focver  my  Advice  might  ha«e  con- 
tributed to  our  Mafter's  fettling  hi&  Affairs  upon 
this  Foot,,  I  never  durft  mate  the  leaft  Merit 
of  it  to  Wilh^  well  knowiag .  (hat  hit.  great  - 
Heart  would  have  taken  it  as  a  mortal  ^i&ont, 
had  I  (tho'  never  kt  diftaptly)  hinted,  that  hia 
Demands  had  needed  any  Abidance,  Wt  the 
Juftice  of  them.  From  thk  time,  th^n,  Wiiks 
became  At^it.MiniAer,  or  Buftle-auller-geaeral 
of  the  Company.  He,  now,,  feem'd  to  take 
new  Delight,  in  keeping' the -At^rs  clofe  to 
their  Bufinefs  j  and  got  every  Play  reviv'd  with 
Care,  in  which  hehadad£dthe'chi;efFart,.iii 
Dublin;  'Tistrue,  this  might  be  done;  w^ith  a 
particular  View  of  fetting  off  bitofelf.  U>  Ad* 
vantage;  but  if,  at  the  fame  ticvp,  it  {erred 
the  Company,  he  ought  not  to  want  out  Com- 
mendation: Nowtho' my  ownil^ondiua,  nei- 
ther had  the  Appearance  of  his'Merit,  oqrthe 
Reward  that  foHow'd  his  Induftiy ;  Z  cximob 
help  obferving,  that  it  Ihew'd  me,  tO  the.  heft 
of  my  Power,  a  more  cordial  Common* 
wealth's  Man:  His  firft  View%  in  ftrving 
+  hknfelf 
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fatm&lf,  madehis-ServiceU!)  the- whole  bat  an 
incidental  M(^t  J  T^erea9,*byniyprorecuting 
tha  Means,  to  nlake  him  dify,  in  hia  Pay,  un* 
knovm  to  him,  or  without  aiking,any  Favour 
for  my  felf,  at  the  fiune  time,  I  gave  a  more 
tmqueftionable  Proof  of  my  prcferriiig  the 
Pnfalick,  to  my  Private  Intcreft:  From  the 
lame  Principle  I  never  murmur'd  at  whatever 
little' Parts  fell  to  my  Share,  and  though  I 
knew  it  would  not  recommed  me  to  the  Fa- 
vour of  the  common  People,  I  often  fubmitted 
to  play  wicked  Charadters,  rather  than  they 
fiioQid  be  worfe  done  by  weaiker  Adors  tfaaa 
my  felf :  Bnt  perhaps,  in  all  this  Patience  under 
my  Situation,  I  fupported  my  Spirits,  by  aeon-* 
fckms  Vanity:  For  I  fancied  I  had  more  Rea-* 
Son  to  value  myfelf,  upon  being  fometimes  the 
Confident,  and  Companion  of  our  Mafter,  than 
ffi/kt  hady  in  all  the  more  publick  Favours  he 
had  extorted  from  him  I  imagincdtoo,  there 
was  fometimes  as  much  Skill  to  be  £hewn,  in 
a  {htxt  Part,  as  in  the  moil  voluimnous,  which 
he  generally  made  choice  of}  that  even  the 
coxcombly  Follies  of  a  Sir  yohn  Daw,  might 
K3  wdl  diilinguifh  the  Capacity  of  an  Afbor, 
as  all  the  dry  Enterprizes,  and  bufy  Conduct  of 
z  TriKmt.  Nor  could  I  have  any  Reafon  to 
repine «  the  'Superiority  he  enjoy'd  when  I 
coniider'd  at  how  dbar  a  Rate  itwaspurchafed, 
4t  the  continual  Expence  ofa  reltlefs  Jealbufy, 
ahft'iretful  Impatience— Thefe  were  the  Paf- 
fions,  tha^  in  the  height  of  his  Succefles,  kept 
hhh  lean,  to  his  lafl  Hour,  while  what  I  want' 
?  z  ed 
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cd  in  Rank,  or  Glory,  was  amply  made  up 
to  me,  in  Eafe  and  Chearfulncfe,  But  let  not 
this  Obfervadon  either  leiTen  his  Merit,  or  lift 
up  my 'owo;  iince  our  different  Tempers  were 
not,  in  our  Choice,  but  equally  natural,  to 
both  ofus.  To  be  employ'd  on  the  Stage  was 
tiie  Del^tof  his  Lifej  to  be  jitilly  excused 
from'  it,  was  the  Joy  of  mine :.  I  lov'd  Eafc, 
an3.he  Pre-^eminence:  In  that,  he  might  be 
more  commmdable.  Tho'  he  often  diutirb'd 
me,  he  feldom  could  do  it,  without  more  diJr 
ordering himfelf:  iaourDifputes,hisWarrnt^ 
could  iefs  bear  Truth,  than  I  could  fupporf 
iDBnifeft  Injuries:  He  would  hazard  our  Un- 
doing, to.gratify  his  Paffione,  tho'  otherwife 
an  honeil  Man;  and  I  rather  chofe  to  give  up 
my  Rcaibn,  or  not  fee  ray.  Wrong,  than  ruin 
our  Commnaity  by  an  equal  Ri^hnefs.  By 
this  oppofite  Conduct,  our  Accmmts  at  the 
End  of  our  Labours,  flood  thus:  While  he 
lived,  he  was  the  elder  Man,  when  be  died, 
he  wa&  not  ib  old  as  I  am :  He  never  left  the 
Stage,  till  he  left  the  World :  I  never  io  well 
enjoy'dd*e.World,  as  when  I  left  the  Stage:- 
He  died  in  Pofieifion  of  his  Wiihesi  and  I,  by 
baying  had  a  Iefs  cholerick.  Ambition,  am  ftiU 
tafting  mine,  in  Health,  and  Liberty,  But, 
as  be  in  a  great  meafure  wore  out  the  Organs 
of  Life,  in  his  inceilant  Labours,  to  gratify 
the  Poblick,  the  Many  whomhe  gave  PJeaihre 
to,  will  always  owe  his  Memory  a  &vourablc 
Report — Some  Fa^  that  will  voi^ii  for  the 
Truth  c^  this  Account,  will  be  found  in  the 
Sequel 
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Sequel  of  theie  Memoirs^  If  I  have  fpoke  wich 
more'  Freedom  of  his  quondam  Competitor 
Powflt  let  my  good  Intentions  to  fiitureAdtors, . 
in  n^ewing  what  wUt  fo  much  concern  them 
to  avoid,  be  my  Excule  for  it:  For  though 
Powei  had  from  Nature,  much  more  than 
W/4.I  J  in  Voice,  and  Ear,  in  Elocution;  in 
Tragedy,  and  Hnmctur  in  Comedy,  greatly 
the  Advantage  of  him  j  yet,  as  I  have  obferv'd, 
from  the  Ncgleft,  and  Abufec^  thole  valuable 
.  Gifts,  Jw  foffcr'd  H^Iks  to  be  of  thrice  the 
Service  ta  our  Society.    Let  me  give  another 
Inftance  of  the  Reward,  and  Favour  which  in ' 
a  Theatre,  Diligence,  and  Sobriety  feldom  ^il 
of:  il^/7/j  the  elder  grew  into  the  FricndChip. 
of  f^i/ks,  with  not  a  great  deal  more,  than 
thofe  4ifeful  Qualities  to  recommend  him : 
He  was  an  honeft,  quiet,  careful  Man,  of  as 
few  Faults,  as  Excellencies,  and  ^//t^  rather 
chofe  him  for  his  fccond,  in  many  Plays,  than 
an  Aftor  of  perhaps  greater  Skill,  that  was  not 
fo  laborioufly  diligent.  And  from  this  conftant 
Afliduity,  Mills  with  making  to  himfclf  a 
Friend  in  IFilks,  was  advanced  to  a  larger  Sal- 
lary,  than  any  Man-ASor  had  enjoy'd,  during 
my  time,  on.  the  Stage.   I  have  yet  to  o£Fer  a 
more  happy  itepommendation  of  Temperance 
which  a  late  celebrated  ASor  was  wam'd  into 
by  the  mif-condu6l  of  Powi!'/.   AboutthcYear, 
that  fi^lks  returned  from  Dublin,  Booth,  who 
had  commenced  Aftor,  upon  that  Theatre, 
came  over  to,  the  Company,  in  Lfftcointlttn- 
^f/d^r  Hewas  thenbutanUnder-gradu.teof 
P  3  the 
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^e  Buflun,  acd  as  Ik  told  me  hitn&lf,  had 
bc^  for  focBc  time  too  frank  *  Lover  of  the 
Bottle  i  but  having  had  the  Happinefs  to  ob- 
fervc  into  v^hat  Contempt,  and  Diftreflcs  Powel 
had  plung'd  himfclf  by  thtf  fame  Vice,  he  wa« 
fo  ftruck  with  the  Terror  of  his  Sample,  that 
be  fix'd  a  Rcfolution  (which  from  that  ttmei 
to  the  End  of  his  Days,  he  ftriOly  ob&tv'd) 
gf  utterly  reforming  it;  an  uncommon  A£^  of 
FhUofophy  in  a  young  Mac  1  of  which  in  his 
Faroe,  and  Fortune,  heaftcrwards,enj(iy'd  the 
Reward  acd  Benefit  Thefe  Obierxation^  I 
have  not  merely  thrown  togetlier  ae  a  Mora* 
liA,  but  to  prove,  that  the  briikeft  loofe  Li* 
ver,  or  intemperate  Man  (though  Motality 
were  out  of  the  Queftion)  can  never  arrive  al 
the  neceflary  Excelleocics  of  a  good,  gr  ufe* 
fol  After. 


C  H  A  P. 
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9^f  Patentee  of  Dfury-Lane  '^ijer  than  bk 

lAStors.    His partitU'ar  Marmgemenf.    Tha 

•    AutbtA-  ctmtinues  to  iarite  Pkys.    Why,'  Tbg 

■    hefi  dfamaiici  Peets  cenfured,  by  J,  Collier^ 

iri'Us  Short  View  ^the  Stage.     It  has  a 

J  ^dEffeB.  TbeMaprof' the  Reveh,  from 

'   fhaf  time^  cautious^  in  his  Hcenjittg  newP/ays. 

'•'^  Corfiplaint  again/t  him.     His  Authority 

frnhded  upon  Cuficm  mfy.     The  late  Latii 

'  Jo^f^^S  ^"^  Authority,  in  a  proper  Per^ 

'Jon,  eonfidtred.  '    •     • 

Though  the  Maftcr  of  our  Theatre 
!  had  no  Conception  himfelf  of  Thea-. 
i  trical  Merit,  atbcf  in  Authors,  or  Ac- 
tors; yot  his  judgtnejit  wj)£  govern'd  by  a  fav-  . 
Ing  Rule,  in  both :  He  look'd  into  his  Receipts 
ibr  the  Value  of  a  Play,  and  from  common 
Fame  he  judged  of  his  AiSors.  But  by  \*hatever 
Rule  be  was  govem*df  while  he  had  prudently 
referv'd  to  himfclf  a  Power  of  not  paying  them 
more  than  their  Merit  could  get,  he  cduld  nut 
be  much  deoeived  by  their  being  over,  or  un- 
der-valued. In  a  Word,  be  had,  with  great 
Skill  inverted  the  Conftitution  of  the  Stage, 
and  quite  changed  the  Channel  of  Prolits,  a- 
rifing  from  it  j  formerly,  (when  there  was  but 
ote.Copjpany)  thcProprietors  punflually  paid 
-         P  4  the 
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t^e  AAors  their  appointed  Sallaries,  and  ttok 
to  thcmfelves  only  the  cfear  Profits :  But  but 
wifer  Proprietor,  took  firft  out  of  etcry-D^I 
Receipts  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound  to  hitriftlf  j 
and  left  their'  SalUrieS,  to  be  paidj  onty,  as  Hi* 
kfs,  or  greater  Deficiencies  of  afiing  (according 
to  his  own  Accounts)  would  permit.  What 
fcem*d  moft  extraordinary  in  theic  Meafures» 
was,  that  at  the  fame  time,  he  had  perfoaded 
us  to  be  contented  with  our  Condition,  upon 
hvs  alluring  us,  that  as  fail  as  Money  would 
come  in,  we  fhould  all  be  paid  our  Arrears ; 
And  that  we  might  not  have  it  always  in  ouk- 
Power  to  lay  he  had  never  intended  to  keep 
his  Word  j  1  remember  in  a  hvr  Yeare,  after 
this  time,  he  once  paid  us  nine  Days,  in  olie 
Week :  This  happen'd,  when  the  Fbtteral,€V 
Grief  ^  la  Mode  was  firft  aded,  with  ftiOW 
than  cxpefled  Succcfs. '  Whether  this  welU 
tim'd  Bounty  was  only  allow'd  ■  us,  to  favc 
Appearances,  I  litill  not  fay :  But  if  that  was 
his  real  Motive  for  it,  it  was  too  coftly  a  Fro- 
lick  to  be  repeated,  and  was,  at  leall  the  only 
Grimace  of  its  kind  he  vouchfafcd  us ;  wc  ne- 
ver having  received  one  Day  more  6i  thofe 
Arrears,  in  above  fifteen  Years  Scmce. 

While  the  Aftors  were  in  thisCondition,  i 
think  I  may  very  well  be  excufcd,  in  my  pre- 
fumirig  to  write  Plays :  which  I  waS  fbrccrf  lb 
do,  for  the  Support  of  my  rfnCreafing' Family, 
my  precarious  Income,  as  an  Aftor,  beiflg 
then  too  fcanty,  to  fupply  it,  with  even  the 
Ncceflaries  of  tifc.  ' 

It 
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«i»d  iPJjr  Sp«^;wcw  equally, proUficjk,^  that. 
«hfr.(#aB  .WM  fcldfiOB  thclVIother  of  i^,ClttldK 
but  W:the-iame, Year  the  other  iitai^e.nie.tbe- 
l^bgr  <^.a  play  : .]  think  we  had  a^Do^ervoC 
Xfwth  Sqrt  botweqii  v$}  Qf  .bo(l)i  wi;iipl^  kinds^ 
JOCU}'  died  io.  thoir  Infaocy,  ^.  ^ea^  fin  pqu^t 
NowJwE-  of  .each  were  al>ve,  ,w.h^  I  q.uitte^ 
tbe  TibcQtrcr— But  it. is  no  WoRdpr,  vhe;i,a 
))4^  is  only  c^U'd  upon,  by.Faniily  bgty, 
Ihs.fbould  not  alvrays  rejoice,  in  {he  Fruit  pf 
:iMr.X/ftVcnir'-  To  thfe  Neceffity  pf  writing  thpn, 
jnaHriUue  the  Defcils  of  fl^y  fecont}  Pijafj, 
ifduch  coming  out  too  hailily,  the  Y(:ar  aftQf 
my  .firft,  torn'd  to  very  little  Aqcqunt "  ^i^; 
having  got  98  much,  by  my  firf^,  as  i  ought  to> 
tttvc  expend,  from,  the  Succefe  of  them  bo^. 
i'had  oo. great  ^eaiibn  to  complain:  Nott#^ 
Jicon^  fo  bfid  was  my  fccood,  that  I  do  not. 
i^wfe  to  tell  ypu  the  Nam^  of  it ;  and  that  U 
wight  b«p9ac(»bly  forgottett,  I  have  not  gi^ea 
it  a  Places  in  the  two  Voluipes  of  tfaofe  I  pab- 
lUbcd  in  C^rto  in  theYear  172  r.  And  wbeo- 
CVer  I  took  upon  me,  to  make  fome  dormai^t 
P4ay  of  aaold  Author,  to  the  bcft  of  mj  Judg,- 
ment,  &tcr  fgc  the  Stage^  it  w^  hondX\y,  npt 
Itoi.bct  idK,tI)af  fet  me  to  ^vorkj  a8  ,a ;good 
Upuiewi^  \rill  mend  oldLinpeo,  .w^ai})^ 
i*  not  bQttev.Einplpyment  ^  Sut  w^qii  I  was 
.wor^  ;wMm,ly<ngag'd;by.  t  Subjed  entirely 
rtktviy  I  on^  thoijght  it  a  good  Subj^,.  whfiji 
ttifqeoi'd  >yorthy  of.  an  a^ler  Pen,  than  pay 
own,  and  might  prove  as  ufefiil  to  theil^er> 
•I  w 
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as  profitable  t»  myTelf:  TbeodCcs^  whiteier 
any  of  my  Prodddions.  might  mnt  (£  Skllt, 
XxaxtivD^  Wit,  or  Humour,  or  }ioweTer  un-' 
qualiiy'd  I  might  be  to  ioftni^  others,  who  fo' 
ill  gmrern'd  my Tetf :  Yet  fuch  Plays  (catirely 
my  otm)  were  tiot  wanting,  at  le&ft,  in  what 
our  moft  a/imired  Writers  ieem'd  to  oegledtr, 
aad  without  which,  I  cannot  aUow  the  moft 
tafaiiig  Play,  to  be  intrinfically  good,  or  to  be  ^ 
Work,  upon  which  a  Man-of  Sonic  and  -ProM 
bi^  fiiould  value  himfelf :  I  mean  when  thcjt 
do  not,  as  well  pr^dtpy  as  dekStartt  give  Pkh 
£t  with  Delight !  The  Utile  Duici  wa«.  ofoldi 
equally  the  Point ;  and  has  ^ways  been  my 
Aim,  howeverwideof  theMark,  I  may  havci 
flnt  my  Arrow.  It  had  oAen  gir^^n  oje  A-. 
iBBzetncAt,  that  our  beft  Authors  of  tbat  timer 
could  think  the  Wit,  and  Spirit  of  their  Scenes^ 
could  foe  an  Excufe  for  making  tke  JjOofeoeA 
of  (hem  publick.  The  many  Inftancos  officio 
Talents  fo  abuied,  are  too  glaiing,  to  MtA'» 
dofer  Comment,  and  are  fometimcs  too  grofii 
to  be  recited.  If  then  to  have  avoided  thif 
Imputation,  or  rather  to  have  had  the  Interofl;' 
and  Honour  of  Virtue  alwt^ti  in  view,  cstxi 
give  Merit  to  a  Play  j  I  am  contonted  ihqf  >i»yi 
Readers  fboald  think  fuch  Merit,  th^All^  ^ha« 
mine  have  to  boaft  of-«-Liba^et  t^f-aKoc 
'(Vi^ '  ^d  Pleafure,  may  laugh  at  thcfe  gtavoc 
Laws,  that  would  limit  a  lively  Genius :  But 
every  fenfiblc  hondt  Man,  conlcious  of  ^^ 
Truth,  and  Ufc,  will  give  thefe  RaUi»rs  SmUe 
for  Smile, '  and  (hew-  a  due  Contempt  fw  their- 
Meniment.  But 
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But  ffihile  out  Authois  took  thele  exCraor- 
duiary  Liberties  with  their  Wit»  I  rtimember 
thelites  were  then  obierv'd,  to  be  decently 
a£:aid  of  venturing  bare-fac'd  to  a  new  Co- 
znedj.,  'till  they  had  been  aflur*d  they  might 
da  it,  without  the  Rifque  of  tfi  Infolt,  to  their 
Modeily— — Or,  if  their  Curiofity  were  too 
ftrong,  for  their  Patience,  they  took  Care,  at 
leafl,  to  Jave  Appearances,  and  rarely  camo 
upon  the  £rfl  Days  of  Ading  but  in  Malk^ 
(then  daily  worn;  and  admitted  in  the  Pi^ 
the  fide  Boxes,  and  Gallery]  which  Cufiom 
tioWerer,  had  ib  many  ill  Confequences  at- 
tcDdioe  it,  that  it  has  been  aboliih'd  thd« 
many  Years,    ' 

Thefe  ImrooraUties  of  the  Stage,  had  by  aa 
avow'd  Indulgence  been  creeping  into  it  ever 
firice  King  CbarUs  his  Time ;  nothingthat  waa 
loole  cowi  thqi  be  too  low  for.it :  The  Xm- 
don  CuckoldSj  the  moft  rank  Play  ^at  ever  fee- 
ceeded,  wastheninthehigheACauitvFaVour; 
In  thit  almoin  general  Corruptioa,  JPryi^t 
whofc  Play*  were  more  fam'd  for  their  Wit, 
than  their  Chaility,  led  the  way,  which  he 
jairly  confelTes,  and  endeavours  to  exctUe,  in 
his  Epilogue  to  the  Pifgrim,  revived  in  1700 
Sot  hi*  Benefit,  in  his  declining  Age,  and  ror- 
tune.-.'the  fcilowing  lines  of  it  will  make 
good  myObfervattoh, 

•perhaps  the  Parfmftretch'da  Point  tooUr^ 
Wben^  wkb  *ar  theatres  be  wag'd  a  War. , 

He 
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He  tells  yoUf  that  this  very  moraine 
Received  tbefirji  InfeBion  from  the  Stage. 
But  fure,   a  banijh'd  Courts  with  Lewdnefi 

fraught^ 
Tije  Seeds  of  open  Vice  returning  brought. 
'  Thus  lodged  {as  Vice  by  great  Example  thrives) 
Xtfirjl  &bauch'dtbe  Daughters^  and  the  fVivcs, 
London,  a  fruitful  Soily  yet  never  bore 
So  plentiful  a  Crop  of  Horns  before. 
The  Poets^  who  mujl  live  by  Courts  orfarve. 
Were  proud,  fo  good  a  Government  toferve. 
jind  mixing  "with  Buffoons^  and  Pimps  p-tf- 

tainted  the  Sta^ie^  for  fome  fmatt fnip  of -Gain. 
For  (beyt,  like  Harlots  under  Bawis  pr<fe^y 
iTook  ail  th' ungodly  Pains,  and  got  the  leaft, 
^hus  did  the.  thriving  Malady  prevail, 
*rhe  Court  J  its  Head,  the  Poets  bat  the  Tail.     ^ 
Ithe  Sin  was  of  our  native  Growth,  lis  true^ 
The  Scandal  of  the  Sin  was  whoffy  new. , 
Mijfes  there  were,  but  modejily  conceal 4 i"' 
Wnite-haU  the.  naked  Venus  fr^  reveal' J. , 
Where  Jianding  as  at  Cypras,  in  her  Shrine,  ■ 
The  Strumpet  was  ador'd  with  Rites  divin^f  . 
&c.  ■■'..■ 

This  Epilogue,  and  the  Prologue,  to' Ac 
lame  Play,  written  by  DryJen,  I  fpoke  myfcl^ 
which  not  being  ufually  done  by'tbe  &me 
Perfon,  I  have  a  mind,  while  I  .think  of  it, 
to  let  you  know  on  what  Occafion  they  b(rth 
JeH  to  my  Share,  aftd  bow  other  Ados  were 
affeftcd  by  it. 

■    f  Sir 
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Sir  y&bn  Fati&rugb,  who  had  given  fomc 
light  touches  of  his  Pen  to  ihe  Pi^nm,  tozC- 
iift  the  Benefit  Day  of  Dry<fcfl,  iwd  theDif- 
pofal  of  the  Parts,  and  I  being  then,  as  an  Ac- 
tor, in  fome  Favour  with  him,  he  read  the 
Play  firft,  with  me  alone,  and  was  picaled  to 
offer  me  my  Choice  of  what  1  might  like  beft 
for  myfelf,  in  it.  But  as  the  chief  Charaillers 
were  not  (according  to  my  Taftc)  the  tnoft 
fliining,  it  was  no  great  Self-denial  in  me,  that 
I  dcfir'd,  hewould-firfttakecareofthofe,  who 
were  more  difficult  to  be  plcafcd ;  I  therefore 
only  chofe,  for  myfelf,  two  £h«t  incidental 
P^rtE,  ikaxoi  the  fiuttering  Cook,  and  the  mad 
EngHJhman.  In  which  homely  Chara^ers,  I 
iaw  more  Matter  for  Delight,  than  thofe  that 
might  have  a  better  Pretence  to  the  Amiable  t 
And  when  the  Play  came  to  be  afted,  I  was 
oot  deceiv'd,  in  my  Choice.  811:^06^,  upon 
my  being  contented  with  lb  little  a  Share  in 
the  Entertainment,  gave  me  the  Epilogue  to 
make  up  my  Me^ ;  which  being  written  fb 
much  above  the  Strain  of  common  Authors, 
I  confefs,  I  was  not  a  little  pleafed  with.  And 
Drydent  upon  his  hearing  me  repeat  it>  to  him, 
made  me  a  £trther  Compliment  of  trofting  me 
with  the  Prologue.  This  fo  particular  Di^c- 
tion  was  looked  upon,  by  the  Aiftors,  as  iome- 
thing  too  extracM'dinary.  But  no  one  was  ib 
impatiently  ruffled  at  it,  as  Wilks^  who  ieUom 
Chofc  foft  Words,  when  he  fpokc  of  any  thing 
he  did  not  like.  The  moil  gentle  thing  he 
laid  of  it  was,  that  he  did  not  underftand  luch 
Tieat- 
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Treatment;  thatfor  his  Part  heloofc'dupotfjf, 
«an  Affi-ontto  all  the  rfeft  of  the  tioritproy  ^ 
that  there  rtiou'd  be  but  one  out  of- the 
Whole  jndg'd  fit  to  fpeafc  either  a  Pi-olo^mr, 
pr  an  Epilogue !  to  quiet  him,  I  offer'd  to 
decline  either  in  Iws  Favour,  'or  botH,  if  it 
were  equally  eafy  to  the  Author  :  But  he  was 
too  much  conccrn*d,  to  accept  of  an  Offer,  that 
had  been  made  to  another  in  preference  t6  Wm- 
fclf ;  and  which  he  feem'a  to  thihfc  his  bift 
*  way  of  rcfcnting,  was  to  contemn.  But  ft^om 
that  time,  however,  he  was  rcfolv'd,  to  die 
bcft  of  his  Power,  never  to  let  the  firft  OflKf 
of  a'Proiogoe  efcape  him :  Which  Kttle  Am-* 
bition  fometimes  made  him  pay  too  dear,  fbt 
his  Succefs :  The  Fl'atncfs  of  the  many  mift>^ 
He  Prologues,  that  by  this  means  fell  to  Mif 
Lot,  feem'd  wofully  unequal,  to  the 'i^ 
good  ones  he  might  have  Reafon  to  triumj^ 
in. 

I  have  given  you  this  Fad,  only  as  a  &m-; 
pic  of  thoTe  frequent  Rubs,  and  Impedimenc^ 
I  met  with,  when  any  Step  was  made  to 
my  being  diflinguifli'd  as  an  A&dr;  and 
irbm  this  Incident  too,  you  may  partly  fee 
what  occafion'd  fo  many  Prologues,  after  the- 
Death  of  Bettertorty  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of' 
6ne  Speaker :  But  it  is  not  every  Succeflbr,'  to 
a  vacant  Poft,  that  brings  into  it,  the  Talents,-  ' 
equal  to  thofe  of  a  Predeceflbr.  To  ipeatf.ft 
good  Prologue  well  is,  in  my  Opinion,  one  of 
the  hardeft  Parts,  and  ftrongcft  Rrooft  of  fonrid 
Elocutbn,  of  which,  I  confcis,  I  nevertfiought/ 
that 
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that-  any  of-  tbe  ieveral  wh,o  attem^d  it 
fliew'd  them^lves,  by  kr,  equal  Maftfrs  to 
Bettarton,  Betterton^  in  the  Detivery  of  a  good' 
Prologue^  had  a  natural  Gravity,  that  gp.Te 
Strengdi  to  good  Senfe^  a  temper'd  -^pirit^tbat 
eave  Life  to  Wit  j  and  a  d^  Relerve  in  hi» 
£niile>  that  threw  Ridicule  into  its  brighteft 
Colours.  Of  thefe  Qualities,  in  the  ipeaking 
«f  a  Prologue,  Booth  only  had  the  Brfl^  but 
attaia'd  not  to  tb^  other  two :  Wilks  had  Spi- 
rit, but  gave  too  loofe  a  Rein  to  it,  ^d  it 
Wfi£  feldotn  he  could  fpealc  a  grave  and  weigh- 
ty V^St  hara>0Qicniily :  His  Accents  were  ftc- 
q^i£f)tl^  too  iharpi  and  violent,  which  fome- 
timcs  occafion'd  his  eagerly  cuttmg  off  half 
the  Sound  of  Syllables,  that  ought  to  have  beea 
n^tly  melted  into  the  Melody  of  Metre :  la 
Vejtfesof  Humour  too»he  would  fometimescar- 
ly  the  Mimickry  farther  than  the  hint  would 
Dear,  even  to  a  trifiingLight,  as  if  himfelf  were 
pjeaied  to  fee  it  fo  glittering.  In  the  Truth  of 
this  Qiticifm,  I  have  been  conikm'd  by  tfaofo» 
who&  Judg^xient,  Idarembrecwifidcntlyrely 
^>  than  xari  cmn:  JViiki  had  many  £x- 
cf^eiKies,  but  if  we  leave  Prologue-Speaking 
oat  of  the  I^umbcr,.  he  will  flill  have  enough 
to  have  made  him  a  valuable  Ac^or.  And  I 
only  make  this  Exception^  from  them,  t»  . 
ca^moa  others  ixoca  imitating,  what,  in  his 
time,  they^ght  have  too  implicitly  admir- 
«d-^But  I  have  a  Word  or  two  more  to 
fty  cooraming  the  Immoralities  of  the  Stage. 
pat  Thfatri^  Wciters  were  not  only  accus'd 

of 
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of  Immorality,  but  Prophanene&;  many  dagrant 
Inilances  of  which,  were  coUeded  and  piifaU 
lilhcd  by  a  NoD-juring  Clergyman,  yeremyOtl- 
Ver,  in  his  Ftew  of  the  Stage,  flee,  about  tho- 
Year  1697.  However  juft  his  Charge  againft 
the  Authors,  that  then  wrote  for  it,  might  be  $ 
I  cannot  but  think  his  Sentence  againft  the 
Stage  it&If  is  unequal ;  Reformation  he  thinks 
too  mild  a  Treatment  for  it,  and  is  ther&>> 
fore  for  laying  his  Ax  to  the  Root  of  it : 
If  this  were  to  be  a  Rule  of  Jtidgmeht,  Gx 
Offences  of  the  fame  Nature,  what  might  be- 
come of  the  Pulpit,  where  many  a  feditlous,  and 
corrupted  Teacher  has  been  known,  to  cover 
die  mofl  pernicious  Do6bine,  with  thcMafque 
of  Religion  ?  This  puts  the  in  mind  of  what 
die  noted  Jc.  Bains,  the  Comedian,  a  FelloW 
of  a  wicked  Wit,  faid  upon  this  Occaiion ;  who 
being  aik'd  what  could  tranfport  Mr.ColUtr  in-^ 
to  fo  blind  a  Zeal  for  a  general  Suppreffioa 
of  the'Stage,  when  only  fome  partioilar  Au- 
thors had  abus'd  it  ?  Whereas  the  Stage,  he 
could  not  butknow,wasgcnerallyallow*d,whea 
rightly  conduced,  to  be  a  delightful  Method 
of  mending  our  Morals  ?  "  For  that  Reafm, 
"  reply'd  ifc/wj ;  ColHer  is  by  Profeflion  a. 
**  Moral-mender  himfelf,  and  two  erf  a  Tradi, 
"  you  know,  can  never  agree."  ■  ' 

The  Authors  oitbe  old  Batcbelor^  and  of  tfaft 
ReJapfe^  were  thofe,  whom  CotUer  moft  k*« 
bour'dto  convift  of  Immorality  j  to  whidi 
they  feverally  poblifli'd  their  Reply  j  tbe&ft 
fcem'd  too  'much  hurt,  to  be  able  to  defend 
bim- 
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himlelf,  and  the  other  felt  him  fo  little^  that 
bis  Wh  only  lau^'d  at  his  I^alhcs. 

Myiirft  Play  of  the  Fw/m  Faftaen,  too,  bo 
iog  then  in  a  Coorfe  of  Saccels  ;  perhaps,  fat 
%\at  Reafon,  only,  this  ferere  Author  thought 
hiodelF  obliged  to  attadc  it ;  in  which,  I  hope, 
be'has  ihcwn  more  Zeal  than  Jufticc,  his  greU- 
d£  Charge  againft  ic  is,  that  it  fometifOes  ufes 
dw  Word  Faith  !  as  an  Oath,  in  die  Dialt^ue : 
But  if  Faitb  may  as  well  fignify  our  given 
"Word,  (w  Credit,  as  our  religious  Belief,  why 
might  not  his  Charity  have  taken  it,  in  the 
le6  criminal  Scnfi;  ?  Ncverthelefs,  Mr.  Collier's 
Book,  was  upon  the  whole  thought  fo  lau- 
dsble  a  Work,  that  King  William,  foon  after 
it  was  pnblifli'd,  granted  him  a  Nolo  Profequi^ 
vriujn  he  flood  anfwcrable  to  the  Law,  for  his 
horing  abfolved  two  Criminals,  juil  before 
^ey  were  excuted,  for  High  Treafon!,  And 
kmoft  be  farther  granted  that  his  callitig  our 
Drimatick  Writers  to  this  ftrldt  Account,  had  ■ 
a  ^ry  wholefome  £i&£t,  upon  thofe,  who 
writ  after  this  time.  They  were  now  a  great 
deal  njors  upon  their  guard  j  Indecencies  were 
no  fonger  Wit ;  and  by  degrees  the  fair  Sex 
camcagain  to  fill  the  Boxes  on  the  firft  Day 
ofrankiw  Comedy,  without  Pear  or  Cenfure. 
But  the  Maftcr  of  the  Revels,  who  then,  li- 
ceiisM  till  Plays  for  the  Stage,  aflifted  this  Rc- 
fohiiation,-with  a  more  zealous  Severity  than 
eiir.  He  woold  ftrike  out  whole  Scenes  of  a 
iftctoos^  or  itximoral  Chara^r,  tho'  it  were 
fifiJiiy^fbewn-  to.be  refbrm'd,  or  puoiih'd ;  a 
Q^  fevers 
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fevere  Inftance  of  this  kind  falling  npo^  mf 
felf,  may  be  an  Excufe  for  my  relating  it  t 
When  'Richard  the  Tiird  (as  I  alter'd  it  ftom 
Sbakefpear)  came  from  his  Hands,  to  theStage; 
heexpung'd  the  whole  firft  Aft,  without  fpar- 
ing  a  Line  of  it.  This  extraordinary  Stroke  df 
a  Sic  volo  occafion'd  my  applying  to  him,  for 
the  fmall  Indulgence  of  a  Speech  or  two  ;  th^ 
the  other  four  A6ts  might  limp  on,  widl  a 
little  lefs  Abfurdity !  no  !  he  had  not  leifure  to 
couOder  what  might  be  feparately  inoffeniive* 
He  had  an  Obje<2ion  to  the  whdo  Aft,  and 
the  Reafon  he  gave  for  it  was,  that  the  Di> 
ftrcifes  of  King  Henry  the  Sixths  who  is  kill'd 
by  Richard  in  the  Bril  Aft,  would  put  weak 
People  too  much  in  mind  of  King  yataei  then 
living  in  France ;  a  notable  Proof  of  his  XoX 
for  the  Government  1  Thofe  who  have  read 
either  the  Flay,  or  the  Hiftory,  I  dare  fay,  will 
think  he  itrain'd  hard  for  the  Parallel.  In  a  ' 
Word,  we  wereforc'djforfomefew Years,  to  let 
the  Flay  take  its  Fate  ;  with  only  four  A^ 
divided  into  livej  by  the  Lois  of  £>  confider- 
able  a  Limb ;  may  one  not  modeftly  fuppc^e, 
it  was  robb'd  of  at  leall  a  fifth  Fart  of  that 
Favour,  it  afterwards  met  with  \  For  tbo'  thi« 
firft  A^  was  at  laft  recovered,  and  made  the 
Flay  whole  again,  yet  the  Relief  came  too 
late  to  repay  me  for  the  Pains  I  had  taken 
in  it  Nor  did  I  ever  hear  that  this  zealous 
Severity  of  the  Mailer  of  the  Revels  was  a£> 
terwaids  thought  juiHtiable.  But  my  good 
Fortiinc;  iji  Frocefs  of  time,  ^vc  me  an  Of- 
portuni^ 
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portuaUy  to  tjilk  with  my  Oppreflbr  in  my 
Turn. 

The  Patent  granted  by  his  Majefty  King 
C?f#r^<' the  Firit,  to  S\t  Richard  SteeU,  tnd  his 
JVfflgru,  of  which  I  was  one,  made  ijs  Iblc 
Judges  of  what  Plays  might  be  proper  for  the 
Stage,  without  fubmitting  them  to  the  Ap- 
probation, or  Licence  of  any  other  particular 
Perfoa.  Notwith  (landing  which,  the  Mailer 
of  the  Revels  demanded  his  Fee  of  Forty 
Shillings,  upon  our  a^ing  a  new  One,  tho' 
we  had  fpared  him  the  Trouble  of  peni5ng 
it.  This  occafion'd  my  being  deputed  to  him, 
to  coquire  into  the  Right  of  his  Demand,  and 
to  naake.an  amicable  End  of  our  Difpme.  I 
confcfs,  I  did  not  diflike  the  Office ;  and  told 
him,  according  to  my  Inftru&totu,  That  I 
came  not  to  defend,  even  our  own  -Right,  in 
prejudice  to  his ;  that  if  our  Patent,  had  in- 
advertently fuperfeded  the  Grant  of  any  former 
Power,  or  Warrant,  whereon  he  might  ground 
his  Pretentions,  wp  would  doc  infiil  upon 
our  Brood  Seal,  but  would  readily  anfwcr  his 
Demands  upon  fight  of  fuch  his  Warrant,  any 
thing  in  our  Patent  to  the  contrary  notwitb- 
ftandiog.  This  I  had  reaibn  to  think  he  could 
pot  do  i  and,  when  I  found  he  made  no  dlreS 
Reply  to  my  Queftion,  I  repeated  it  with 
greater  Civilities,  and  OiFers  of  Compliance, 
'till  I  was  forc'd  in  the  end  to  conclude,  with 
telltpg  him,  That  as  his  Preteofions  w«re  not 
boek'd  with  any  rifible  Inftryment  of  Right; 
and  ^  his  AcoDgeft  Plea  was  CuAom,  wccould 
Q^  not 
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not  To  &r  extend  our  ComplaUancc  as  to  con- 
tinue his.  Fees  upon  fo  flcnder  a  Claim  to 
them :  And  from  that  Time,  neither  our  Plays, 
or  his  Fees,  gave  either  of  us  any  ferther 
trouble.  In  this  Negotiation,  I  am  the  boldo: 
to  tliink  tuilice  was  on  our  Side,  becauie  the 
Law  latety  pals'd,  by  which  the  Power  of  Li- 
ccnfing  Plays,  fife,  is  given  to  a  proper  Perlbn, 
is  a  ftrong  Prcfumption,  that  no  Law  had  ever 
given  that  Power  to  any  fuch  Perfon  before. 

My  having  mentioned  this  Law,  which  fo 
immediately  aifed^  the  Stage,  inclines  ine  to 
throw  out  a  few  Obfcrvations  upon  it :  But  I 
mufl;  firft  lead  you  gradually  thro*  the  Fad^ 
and  natural  Caufes,  that  made  fuch  a  Law  ne- 
ceffary. 

Although  it  had  been  taken  for  granted, 
from  Time  immemorial,  that  no  Company  of 
Comedians,  could  a£t  Plays,  &c.  without  the 
Royal  Licence,  or  Protedlion  of  fome  legal 
Authority ;  a  Theatre  was,  notwithftanding, 
•creifted  in  Goodman' s-Fields^  about  ftven  Years 
ago,  where  Plays,  without  any  fuch  Licence, 
were  aCled  for  fome  time  unmole'fled,  and 
with  Impunity.  After  a  Year  or  two,  this 
■Playhouic  was  thought  a  Nufancc  tod  near  the 
City :  Upon  which  the  Lord-Mayor,  and  Al- 
dermen, petition'd  the  Crown  to  fupprefi  it : 
What  Steps  were  taken,  in  favour  of  that  Pe^ 
tition,  I  know  not,  but  common  Fame  feem'd 
to  allow  from  what  had,  or  had  not  been 
done  in  it,  that  afling  Plays  in  the  faid 
T-facatrc  was  not  evidently  unlawful.  How- 
ever, 
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ever,  this  Qgeftion  of  Afling  without  a  Li- . 
cence,  a.  little  time  Mter,  came  to  a.nearer  De- 
clfion  in  Weftminjier-Hall ;  the  Occafion  of 
bringing  it  thither  was  this  :  It  happeneil  that. 
th|^  Purchafers  of  the  Patent,  to  whom 
Mr.  Booth  and  Myfelf  had  fold  our  Shares . 
were  at  variance  with  the  Comedians,  that 
were  then  left  to  their  Government,  and  the| 
Variance  ended,  in  the  chief  of.  thofe  Co-' 
medians  deferting,  and  fetting  up  for  them-.' 
felves  in  the  little  Houfe  in  the  tJaj'-Market^ 
in  1733,  .by  which  Defertion  the  Patentee?^ 
were  vcrymuch  diftreH^,  and  conliderable 
Loiers.  Their  Afl^s  being  in  this  deiperate 
Condition,  they  were  advis'd,  to  put  th?  Aft 
qf  the  Twelfth  of  Queen  ^ru,  againfl:  Va- 
gabonds, in  force,  againft  thefc  Defcrters,  theq 
a^ng  in  the  liay-Market  without  Licence. 
Accordingly,  one  of  their  chief  Performers 
was  taken  from  the  Stage,  by  a  Juitice  of 
Peace  his  Warrant,  and  committed  to  Br^ide- 
weil  as  one  within  the  Penalty  of  the  faid 
A^.  When  the  Legality  of  this  Commitment 
was  difputcd  in  Wefiminifter-Hall^  by  all  X 
could  pbfeirv?,  from  the  learned  Pleadings  on 
both  SidciS  (foe  I  had  the  Curiofity  to  hear 
them),  it  ^id  not  appear  to  me,  that  the  Co- 
median, fo  committed,  was  within  the  De-p 
icription  of  the  faid  Aft,  he  being  a  Houft- 
keepcr,  and  having  a  Vote  for  the  Weftminfter 
Members  of  Parliament.  He  was  difcharged 
accordingly,  and  condufted  through  the  Hal{, 
C^  with 
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with  the  Con^tulattoas  of  the  Crowds  that 

attended,  and  wilh'd  wcllto  his  Caufe. 

The  Iffoe  of  this  Trial  'threw  me,  at  that 
time,  intoa  very  odd  Reflexion,  vix.  That  if 
ading  Plays,  without  Licence,  did  not  make 
the. Performers  Vagabonds,  unlefs  they  wan- 
Aaz4  from  their  Habitations  fo  to  do,  how 
particular  was  the  Cafe  of  Us  three  late 
Managing  Aftors,  at  the  Theatre-Rt^'al^  who 
in  .twenty  Years  before  had  paid,  upon  an 
Average,  at  Icaft  Twenty  Thoufand  Pounds, 
to  be  protefte^  (as  Adtors)  from  a  Law,  that 
has  not  $nce  ai)pcarcd  to  be  againft  us.  Now, 
whether  wc  might  certainly  have  a(fted' with- 
out any  Licence  at  all,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to 
determine ;  bijt  this  I  have,  of  my  own  Know- 
ledge, to  fay,  That  in  Queen  Anne'i  Reign, 
the  Stage  was  in  fiich  Confufion,  and  its  hS~ 
6irs  in  fuch  Diftrefs,  that  Sir  yobn  Vanbrugbt 
and  Mr.  Congrevf,  after  they  had  held  it  a- 
bout  one  Year,  threw  up  the  Management  at 
It,  as  an  unprofitable  Poft,  after  which;  a  Li- 
cence for  Afting  was  not  thought  worth  any 
Gentlen)an's  afking  for,  and  almoft  ieem'd  to 
go  i  begging,  *tiU-  fonne  time  after,  by  the 
Cart,  Application,-and  Induftry  of  three  Ac- 
tors, it_  became  fo  profperous ;  and  the  Profits 
£0  tonfiderable,  that  it  created  a  new  Place, 
and  a  Sine-cureoi  a  Thousand  Pounds  a  Year, 
which  the  Labour  of  thofe  Aftors  conftantly 
paid,  to  Aich  Perfons  as  had  from  time  to  timr, 
2)^erit  or  lotereA  enough,  ,to  get  thejr  Names 
■  inferted 
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inferted  as  I^ourth  Managers  in  a  Licence  with 
chem,  for  afting  Plays,  fii'f,  a  Preferment,  that 
many  a  Sir  Francis  H^rongbead  would  have 
jump'dat.  But  to  go  on  with  my  Story.  This 
Endeavour  of  the  Patentees,  to  fupprefe  the 
Conicdians  afling  in  the  Hay-Market^  proving 
ineffbftual,  and  no  Hopes  of  a  Reunion  then 
appearing,  the  Remains  of  the  Company  left 
in  Drury-LanCi  were  reduced,  to  a- very  low 
Condition.  At  this  time  a  third  Purchaltr, 
Cbarks  Fieetieeod^  Efqj  ftept  in ;  who  judging 
the  beft  Time  to  buy  was,  when  the  Stock 
was  at  the  loweft  Price,  ftruck  up  a^Bargaia 
at  once,  for  Five  Parts  in  Six  of  the  Patent; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  gave  the  revolted  Co- 
medians their  own  Terms  to  return,  and  come 
un'der  his  Government  in  Drury-Lane,  where 
tliey.now  continue  to  aift,  at  very  ample  Sal- 
laries,  as  I  am  informed,  in  1738.  But  (as  I 
have  obferv'd)  the  late  Caufe  of  the  profecu- 
ted  Comedian  having  gone  fo  ftrongly  in  his 
Favour,  and  the  Houfc  in  Goodman' s-Fieids 
too,  continuing  to  aft  with  as  little  Authori- 
ty, unmolefted;  thefe  fo  tolerated  Companies 
gave  Encouragement  to  a  broken  Wit,  to  col- 
XtSt  a  fborth  Company^  who,  for  fome  time 
aAed  Plays  in  the  Hay-Market^  which  Houfe 
the  united />rj;ff'_y-i,a.w  Comedians  had  lately 
qflitted :  This  entcrprifing  Perfon,  I  fay-(whoin 
f  do  not  chufe  to  name,  unlefs  it  could  be  tc^ 
his  Advantage;  or  that  it  were  of  Importance) 
had  Senfe  enough  to  know,  that  the  beftPlays^ 
with  bad  A<9tors,  would  turn  but  '9  a  "'7 
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pocM-  Accovot;  and  therefore  found  it  dece& 
fary  to  give  the  Publick  fbme  Pieces  of  aJfe 
cKtraerdinary  Kind,  the  Poetry  of  whtcH  he 
concciv'd  ought  to  be  fo  ftrong,  that  the  grea&> 
eft  Dunce  of  an  A6nr  could  not  fpoU  it :  He 
knew  too,  that  as  he  was  in  hafte  to  get  Mo* 
ney>  it  would  take  up  lefs  time  to  be  intrepidly 
alHifive,  than  decently  entertaining  -,  that,  to 
draw  the  Mob  after  him,  he  muil  rake  the 
Channel,  and  pelt  their  Superiors ;  thot^  to 
ihew  himfelf  fomebody,  he  muft  come  op 
to  Jtwenata  Advice,  and  ftand  the  ConG^ 
quencc : 

uiuJe  aliquid  brevibus  Gyaris,   &  (arcere 

dignum 
Si  vis  ejfe  alibis—         Juv.  Sat.  I. 

Such  then,  was  the  mettlefome  Modefly  he  ftt 
out  with ;  upon  this  Principle  he  produc'd  ict- 
veral  frank,  and  free  Farces,  that  feem'd  to 
knock  all  Diftin^ons  of  Mankind  on  theHead  : 
Religion,  Laws,-  Government,  Priefb,  Judges, 
and  Miniflers,  were  all  laid  flat,  at  the  Feet  of 
this  Herculean  Sat3^ifl:  I  This  Drawcan^  in 
Wit,  that  fpared  neither  Friend  nor  Foe  I.  who, 
to  make  his  Poetical  Fame  immortal,  like  am 
nother  EroftratuSf  fct  Fire  to  his  Stage,  by 
writing  up  to  an  AA  of  Parliament  to  doDcn 
X\&i  it.  Ifhall  not  give  the  furticular  Strokes 
of  his  Ingenuity  a  Chance  to  be  Fep]em*> 
bred,  by  reciting  them  -,  it  may  be  enough  to 
fay,  in  general  Terms,  they  were  io  openly 
flagt^t,  that  the  Wifdom  pf  the  Legilkturo 
thought 
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tSuogbt  it  fa^h  bfoe,  to  take  a  pnoper  Notico 
of  them. 

I&ving  now  ibewn,'  by  what  means  thtfra 
ctowto  be  four.  Theatres,  befidee  a  fifth  ibr 
0{)tos,  in  Londmt  all  open  at  the  lamti  time, 
aod  that  whUe  they  were  io  numerous,  it  was 
endent  Tofnc  of  them,  rnoft  have  ftarv'd,  uq- 
kft  they  fed  upon  the  Traih  and  Fihh  of  fiaf- 
fbiMiiy,  and  Licentiouihefs  j  I  now  come,  as 
I  prpn»6'd>  to  fpealc  of  that  niioeflary  Law^ 
which  has  reduced  their  Number,  and  preventa 
thie  Repetition  of  fuch  Abufes,  in  thofe  that 
remain  open,  for  the  publick  Recreation.      ;'' 

While  this  LaW  was  in  Debate,  a  lively  Spi- 
rit, and  uncomroon  Eloquence  was  employ'd 
agaiaft  it.  It  was  urg'd.  That  one  of  the 
greatefi  Goods  we  can  enjoy,  is  Liberty.  Cthiif 
-vc  may  grant  to  be  an  inconteftablo  Truth,' 
without  its  being  the  leail  Objedion  to  this' 
Law.)  It  was  ^id  too.  That  to  bring  the' 
Stage  under  thc'Rcftraint  of  a  Licenfcr,  was' 
leading  the  way  to  an  Attack,  upon  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Prcfs.  This  amounts  but  to  a  ■ 
Jcaloufy  at  bc(l,  which  I  hope,  and  believe 
all  honeft  EngUJhmen  have  as  mnch  Reafon  to 
think  a  groundlefs,  as  to  iear,  it  is  a  jull  Jea-' 
lonfy :  For  the  Stage,  and  the  Pre&,  1  fliall' 
endcavonr  to  (hew,  are  very  different  Wea-' 
pons  to  wound  with.  If  a  great  Man  could 
be  DO' more  injured,  by  being  porfonally  rldi- 
cul'd,  or  made  contemptible,  in  a  Play,  titian 
by  the  fame  Matter  only  printed,  and  read 
againft  him,  in  a  Pamphlet,  or  the  Ihongeft 
4  Verfc, 
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Verie ;  then  indeed  the  Stage,  and  tjie  Preia 
might  prei)end>  to  be  upon  an  equal  Foot  of 
Lib^ty :  But '  when  the  wide  Differeoce  be- 
tween tbefe  two  Liberties  comes  to  be  ex* 
phun'di  and  conlider'd,  I  dare  fay  wcihall  find 
the  Injuries  from  one,  capable  of  being  ten 
times  more  fevere,  and  fonnidable,  than  feotn 
ti»  Uber :  Let  us  fee,  at  lead*  if  the  Cafe 
will  not  bt  vaOXj  alter'd.  R«ui  what  Mr. 
(filter J  ia  his  Defetfce  of  his  Short  View  of 
the  Stdge,  •&<;.  Page  25,  fays  to  this  Point ; 
he  .fets  this  Difference,  in  a  clear  Light. 
Thefe  are  his  Words  I 

•  **  The  Satyr  of  a  Comedian,  and  another 
*F  Poet  have  a  Hifferent  cffed  upon  Repute 
**  tion ;  A  Charafler  of  Difadvantage,  upon 
**  the  Stage,  makes  a  flrongcr  Impreflion  than 
"  elfewhere :  Reading  is  but  Hearing  at  fe- 
*^  cond-hand }  now  Hearing,  at  befl,  is  a  more 
*'  languid  Conveyance,  than  Sight.  For  as 
«.<  Horace  obferves, 

Segnius  irrilafit  animum,  demiffa  per  aurem^ 
^^m  quajunt  ocuHs  Juhje£la  fidelibus. 

*'  The  Eye  is  much  more  affecting,  and  ftrikes 
"  deeper  into  the  Memory,  than  the  Ear :  Bo- 
"  fides,  upon  the  St^,  berth  the  Senfes  are  in 
"  Conjuniftion.  The  Life  of  the  AQior  for- 
"  tifies  the  Obje£l,  and  awakenis  the  Mind  to 
*'  take  hold  of  it — ^Thus  a  dramatic  Abofe  is 
"  rivetted,  in  the  Audience ;  a  Jeft  is  improv*d 
**  into  Argument,  and  Rallying  grows  up  in- 
"  to  Reafon ;  Thtis  a  Chara^r  of  Scandal 
«be- 
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••becomes  almoft  indelible ;  a  Man  goes  ft* 
*•  a'BlocMiead,  npon  Content^  arid  he  tfcrt  is 
•*  made  a  Fool  in  a  Play,  u  ofeeh  niade  on* 
**  for  his  Life.  'Tig  trae,  he  paflw  fofAch 
**  only  alridng  Sic  prejudic'd,  and  unthinking} 
*'  but  thefe  are  no  inconfiderable  Divifion-(^ 
"Mankind.  "For  ihefc  Reafons,  I  humb};f 
"  conceive,  the  Stage  ftands  in  need  of  a  great 
"deal  of  Difcipline,  and  RcftraJnt :  To  gitf* 
*■*  them  an  unlimited  Range,  h  in  eftdt  "r* 
'*  make  them  Mafters  of  all  moral  Diflsnc- 
*'■  tioris,  and  to  lay  Honour  and  Religion,  at 
**  their  Mercy.  TotfliewGreatnefs  ridicolotii, 
■*■  is  the  way  to  Icfe  the  Ufe,  and  abate  the 
■*  Value  of  the  Quality.  Things  made  little  in 
-  **■  jeft,  will  fobn  be  fo  in  earnol ;  for  Latigh- 
**  ing,  and  Efteem,  are  feldom  beftow*^  on 
•'the  fahie  Object." 

If  this  was  Truth,  and  Rcafon  (as  ftfrfe  it 
•was)  forty  Years  ago  j  will  !t  not  carry  th6 
fame  Conviaion  with  it  to  thcfc  Days,  when 
there  came  to  be  a  much  Hronger  Call  for  a 
Reformatign  of  the  Stage,  than  when  this  Au- 
thor wrote  againft  it,  or  perhaps  than  was  evw 
known,  fince  the  Englijb  Stage  had  S  Being  ? 
And  now  let  us  aft.  another  Queftion  \  Does 
tlbt:  the  general  Opinion  of  Mankind  fuppofe, 
th^  the  Hofiour,  and  RcfJutation  of  a  MihC 
fter  is,  or  ought  to  be,  as  dear  to  him,  as -his 
Life  ?  Yet  when  the  Llw,  in  Queen  Anne% 
Time,  had  made  even  an  unfucccfsful  Attempt 
Upon  the  Life  oS  a  Miniftcr,  capital,  could 
any  Reafon  be  found,  that  the  Fame,  and  Ho- 
nour 
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nour  of-  his  Charaifttt'  /honld  not  be  under 
equal  ftotedion  ?  Was  the  Wound  that  QuiJ- . 
6ard  gave  to  the.  late  Lord  Oieford,  when  a 
Mim^,  a  greater  Injury,  than  the  Theatrical 
lofiilt  which  was  ofFer'd  to  a  later  Miniftcr,  in 
a  more  valuable  Part,  his  Charafter  ?  Was  it 
Dot-ashigh  time,  then/to;take  thi$  dangerous 
Weapon  of  mimical  Infolence,  and  Dcfama- 
uon  out  oi  the  Hands  of  a  mad  Poet,  as  to 
wrdt  t4ie  Knife  from  the  lifted  Hand  of  a 
Murderer  F  And  Is  not  that  Law  of  a  milder 
NatUTCi  which  prevents  a  Crime,  than  that 
which  funijhes  it,  after  it  is  committed  ?  May 
■oat  one  think  it  amazing,  that  the  Liberty  of 
defaming  lawful  Power  and  Dignity,  (hould 
luve  been  fo  eloquently  contended  for  ?  or 
efpedally  that  this  Liberty  ougltt  to  triumph 
in  a  Theatre,  where  the  moft  able,  the,  moll 
innocent;  and  mc^  upright  Perfon,  muft  him- 
i^be>  while  the  Wound  is  given,  defence* 
lefs?  il&vr  long-muft  a  Man  ib  injur'd,  lie 
bkoding,  before  the  Pain  and  Angnifh  of  his 
Fame  (if  it  fuffere  wrongfully)  can  be  dif- 
pell'd  P  Or  fay,  he  had  defcEv*d  Reproof,  and 
pubiickAccufation,  yet  the  Weight  and.Great>- 
nefs'of  his  Office,  never  can  delerve  it  from  a 
publick  Stage,  where  the  loweil  Malice  by 
£iwcy  Parallels,  and -abufive  Inuendoes,  may 
do  every  thing  but  name  him :  But  alas !  Li- 
berty is  Ip  tender,  fo  chafte  a  Virgin,  that,  it 
.  feeinS)  not  to  fu^r  her  to  do  irreparable  Inju- 
ries, with  Impunity,  is  a.  ViolatJQp  of  her!  \t 
cannpt  fure  bp  ^.  Principle;  of  JJihcxtyt  th^t 
would 
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would  turn  the  Stage  into  a  Court  ofEnquiryt 
that  would  let  the  partial  Applaulee  of -a  vul- 
gar Audience  give:  Sentence  upon  theCon^d 
of  Authority,  and- put  Impeachments  into  dt« 
Mouth  of  a  Harlequin?  Will  not  every  iot*  . 
partial  Man  think,  that  MalicC}  Envy,  Fadlion,- 
and  Mif-nile,  might  have  too  much  Advantage 
over  lawful  Power,  if  the  Range  of  jfuch  sf 
Stage-Liberty  were  unlimited,  and  iniiAed  oa 
to  be  enroU'd  among  the  glcvious  Rights  of  on 
Englijb  Sobjed  ? 

I  remember  much  fuch  another  ancient  Li- 
berty, which  many  of  the  good  Peojrfe  of 
England  were  once  extremely  fond  of  j  I  mean 
that  of  throwing  Squibs,  and  Crackers,  at  ail 
Spedators  without  Diftini^on,  upon  a  Lord-' 
Mayor' s  Day ;  but  about  forty  Years  ago  a  cer- 
tain Nobleman  happening  to  have  one  of  his 
Eyes  burnt  out  by  this  milchievous  Merriment, 
it  occafion*d  a  penal  Law,  to  prevent  thofe 
forts  of  Jefts,  from  being  laugh'd  at  for  the 
fiiture:  Yet  I  have  never  heard,  that  the  moft 
zealous  Patriot  ever  thought  fuch  a  Law  was' 
the  ieail  Reftraint  upon  our  Liberty. 

tflam  ask'd,  why  I  am  fo  voluntary  a: 
Champion  for  the  Hpnour  of-  this  Law,  that 
has  limited  the  Number  of  Play-Houfes,  and 
which  now  can  no  longer  concern  me,  as  a 
Profeflbr  of  the  Stage  ?  f  reply,  that  it  being  a 
X^w,  ib  nearly  relating  to  the  Theatre,  it  feems 
not  at  all  foreign  to  my  Hiftory,  to  have  taken 
notice  of  it;  and  as  I  have  farther  pcVamifed,  to 
give  the  PuWick  a  true  Portrait  .of  my  Mind; 
I  ought 
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X  ought  feirly  to  let  them  fte  how  &r  I.am^ 
or  am  not  a  Blockhead,  when  I  pretend  to  talk ' 
of  f^nous  Matters,  that  may  be  judg'd  fo  &r 
above  my  Capacity :  Nor  will  it  in  the  leaft 
difcompofe  me,  whether  my  Obferrations  arc 
(nntemn'd,  or  applauded.  A  Blockhead  i&not 
alwa^  iSi  unhappy  Fellow,  and  if  the  World 
will  not  flatter  us,  we  can  flatter  onrfelres  > 
pa:haps  too  it  will  be  as  difficult  to  oioviuce 
US,  we  are  in  the  wrong,  as  that  you  wUer 
Gentlemen  are  one  Tittle  the  better  for  your 
Knowledge.  It  is  yet  a  Qg^ftion,  with  me, 
whether  we  weak  Heads  have  not  as  much 
Pleafure  too,  in  giving  our  Ihallow  Reafon  a 
little  Ezercife,  as  thofe  clearer  Brains  have, 
that  are  allow'd  to  dive  into  the  deepell  Doubts 
.  and  Myileries;  to  refled,  or  form  a  Judgment 
upon  remarkable  things /a^,  is  as  delightful  to 
me,  as  it  is  to  the  graveft  Politician  to  pene- 
trate into  what  \&pryent,  or  to  enter  into  Spo* 
eolations  upon  what  is,  or  is  not  likely  to  rame; 
Why  are  Hiftories  written,  if  all  Men  are  not 
to  judge  of  themF  Therefore,  if  my  Reader 
has  no  more  to  do,  than  I  have,  I  hav«  x 
Chance  for  hisbeing as  v^illiog  to  have  a  Iktle 
more  upon  the  Jame  ^bjed:,  as  I  am  to  give 
it  him. 

When  direft  Arguments  againit  this  B31 
were  found  too  weak,  Reconrie  was  had  to 
difPuafive  ones:  It  was  faid,  thaxtbisRefiraint 
upon  the  Stage^  •wouidtwtrtmedytbe^vil.am* 
flain'dofi  'ibataPlay  njm^dtobe  Uc^di 
lamld^U  be  printed^  vitb  d^Mt  J^aiUMge^ 
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mbeniijkonddbe  mjamatedy  that  it  toat  r^ufid, 
fir.  feme  Strokei  of  Wit^  &c.  and  vuuJd  kt 
nan  liiefyy  tben^  to  have  its  £^^,  among  tbg 
Staple.  However  natural  this  CoQJkqaeocc 
may  fiaem,  I  doufac  it  wiU  be  very  diBicult,  to 
^veaiprittteJS&tyTy  or  Libel,  half  the  Force, 
or  Credit  of  an  a^ed  one.  The  moft  artft^ 
OF  notorious  Lye,  or  ilrain'd  AUuiion  that 
ever  fbmdcr'd  a  great  Man,  may  be  read,  by, 
fome  People,  with  a  Saiile  of  Contempt,  cur 
at  worft,  it  can  impole  but  on  one  Pcrfon,  at 
once :  but  when  the  Words  of  the  iame  plau* 
JiUe.StuiF,  ihall  be  repeated  on  a  Theatre,  tb« 
Wit:  of  it  among  a  Crowd  of  Hearers,  is  liable 
to  be  over-valued,  and  may  unite,  and  warm 
a  whole  Body  of  the  Malicious,  or  Ignorant^ 
into,  a  Plaudit;  nay,  the 'partial  Claps  of  only  • 
twenty  ill-minded  Perfons,  among  fcvcral  hun- 
dreds of  filent  Hearers,  fhall,  and  oiten  have 
been,  miftaicen  for  ageneral  Approbation,  and 
fireqoendy  draw  into  their  Party  the  Indifferent* 
or  InappiiBhenfive,  who  rather,  than  be  thought 
not  to  underiland  the  Conceit,  will  lat^, 
with  the  Laughers,  and  join  in  the  Triumph  1 
BbC  alasl  the  qviet  Reader  of  the  fame  iugeni- 
ons  Matter,  da  only  like  for  bimfelfi  and  tbo 
Poifon  has  a  much  flower  Operation,  upon  the 
Body  of  a  Pec^)le,  whoi  it  is  io  retail'd  out^ 
thaa  when  fold  to  a  full  Audience  t^wboleiale. 
the  ^agU  Reader  too  may  happot-to  be  a  fen- 
iibtts,  ot  unprgudiccd  Peribnj  and  then  the 
mmy  Doie  meeting  with  the  Antidote  c^  a 
(iMod  Judgment,  perhaps  may  have  no  Opera- 
.  tion 
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tbn  at  ail :  With  fuch  a  one,  the  Wit  of  thfl 
moft  ingenious  Satyr,  will  only,  by  its  intrift- 
fick  Truth,  or  Value,  gain  upon  his  Approba- 
tion; or  if  it  be  worth  an  Anfwer,  a  printed 
Falfhood,  may  poffibly  be  confounded  by 
printed  Proofs  againft  it.  But  againft  Con- 
tempt, and  Scandal  heighten'd,  and  coloiir'd 
by  the  Skill  of  an  ASior,  ludicroufly  infufing 
it  into  a  Multitude,  there  is  no  immediate  De- 
fence to  be  made,  or  equal  Reparation  to  be 
had  for  it;  for  it  would  be  put  a  poor  Satisfk:- 
tion,  at  lafl:,  after  lying  long  patient,  under 
the  Injury,  that  Time  only  is  to  ftiew  (which 
would  probably  be  the  Cafe)  that  the  Author 
of  it  was  a  defperate  Indigent,  that  dtd  it  for 
Bread.  How  much  lefs  dangerous,  oroffiin- 
five,  then,  is  the  written,  than  the  aSed  Scan- 
dal ?  The  Impreflion  the  Comedian  givesto  it, 
is  a  kind'of  double  Stamp  upon  the  Poet's  Pa- 
per, that  raifes  it  to  ten  times  the  intrinfick 
Value.  Might  we  not  flrengthen  this  Argu- 
ment too,  even  by  the  Eloquence,  that  feem'd 
to  have  oppofed  this  Law?  I  will  fay  for  my 
felf,  at  leaA,  that  when  I  came  to  read  the 
printed  Arguments  againfl  it,  I  could  fcarce 
believe  they  were  the  fame,  that  bad  amaz'd, 
and  raifed  fuch  Admiration,  in  me,  when 
they  had  the  Advantage  of  a  lively  Elocution, 
and  of  that  Grace  and  Spirit,  which  gave 
Strength  and  Luftre  to  them,  in  the  Delivery  I 
Upon  the  whole;  ifthe  Stage  ought  ever  to 
have  been  reform'd  j  if  to  place  a  Power  fime- 
where  of  reftrainjng  its  Immoralities,  was  not 
inconfifteot 
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MKOnflftent,  with  the  Liberties  of  a  civiliz'd 
Peof^e  (oeitfaer  of  which,  fore  any  moral  Mam 
of  Senie  can  diTpute)  might  it  not  have  Ihewn 
a  Spirit  too  poorly  prejudiced,  to  have  rejet^ed 
£0  rational  a  Law»  only  becaufei  the  Honour^ 
and  Office  of  a  MiniAer  might  happen,  in 
ibme  finall  Meafurcf  to  be  prote^ed  by  it. 

But  however  little  Weight  there  may  be,  in 
the  Obforvatioos  I  have  made  upon  it,  I  ihall 
for  my  own  Part  always  think-  them  juil ;  un- 
Icis  I  fhould  live  to  iee  (which  I  do  not  expoft) 
ibme.future  Set  of  upright  Minifters  ufe  their 
utQU^  Endeavours  to  repeal  it. 

And  now  y/c  have  &en  the  Confequence  o£ 
what  many  People  are-  apt  to  contend  for. 
Variety  of  Piay-houfes !  How  was  it  poffible 
£>  many  could  honefUy  fublift,  on  what  was 
fit  to  be  feen  ?  Their  extraordinary  Number, 
of  coorfe,  reduc'd  them  b)  live  upon  the  Gr»- 
tification  of  fuch  Hearers,  as  they  knew  would 
be  beil  pleafed  with  publick  O^nccj  and 
publick  OifCbce,  of  what  kind  foever,  will 
always  be  a  good  ReaTon  for  making  liaws, 
to  reftrain  it. 

To  conclude,  let  us  now  confider  this  Law, 
ia  a  quite  different  Light  j  let  us  leave  the  po- 
litical Part  of  it  quite  out  of  the  Qgeftion ; 
what  Advanuge  could  either  the  Spedatort 
of  Plays,  tx  the  Mifters  ofPIay-hoofes  have 
gain'd,  by  its  havbg  never  been  made  ?  How 
could  the  lame  Stock  of  Play^  fupply  four 
Theab^,  which  (without  ilich  additional  En- 
tertainments, as  a  Natioa  of  commoo  Senle 
R  ought 
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ought  to  be  afhamed  of)  could  not  well  fup- 
port  two  ?  Satiety  muft  have  been  the  natu- 
ral Confequcnce,  of  the  &me  Plays  beiDg 
twice  as  often  repeated,  as  now  they  need  be  ; 
and  Satiety  puts  an  End  to  all  Taftes,  that 
the  Mind  of  Man  can  delight  in.  Had  there- 
fore, this  Law  been  made  fcven  Years  ago,  I 
(hould  not  have  parted  with  my  Share  in  the 
Patent,  under  a  thoufand  Pounds  more,  than 
I  received  for  it —  So  that  as  &r  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  both  the  Publick,  as  Spedators,  and 
the  Patentees,  as  Undertakers,  are,  or  might 
be,  in  a  way  of  being  better  entertaln'd,  and 
more  confiderable  Gainers  by  it. 

I  now  return  to  the  State  of  the  Stage, 
where  I  left  it,  about  the  Year  1697,  from 
whence  this  Purfuit  of  its  Imraoralitira  hais 
led  me  farther  than  1  firft  defigD'd  to  have 
fjlow'd  it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IX 

A  fmall  Apology,  for  writing  on.  The  dijtrent 
State  y"  the  two  Companies.  Wilks  invited 
<roer  from  Dublin.  Eftcourt,yrffffl  the  fame 
Stage,  the  Winter  following.  Mrs.  Oldfidd'j 
frft  Admiffion  to  the  Theatre-Royal.  Her 
CbaraEier.  "The  great  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
Market  built,  for  Betterton'j  Company.  It 
anfwers  not  their  Bxpe0ation.  Some  06- 
fervations  upon  it,  A  'Theatrical  State 
Secret. 

^  N  O  W  begin  to  doubt,  that  the  GayeiS 
t  du  GoeWy  in  which  I  firft  undertook 
\  this  Work,  may  have  drawn  me,  in- 
to a  more  laborious  Amufement,  than  I  ihall 
know  how  to  away  with :  For  though  I  can- 
not  fay,  I  have  yet  jaded  my  Vanity,  it  is  not 
tmpomble  but,  by  this  time,  the  moft  candid 
of  my  Readers  may  want  a  little  Breath  j  eP> 
pecially,  when  they  confider,  that  all  this  Load, 
I  have  heap'd  upon  their  Patience,  contains 
but  feven  Years  of  the  forty  three  I  pais'd.uil* 
on  the  Stage ;  the  Hiftory  of  which  Period  I 
have  enjoyn'd  myfelf  to  iranfmit  to  the  Jw!(g-* 
ment  (or  Oblivion)  of  Poftcrity.  However, 
even  my  Dulnels  wilt  find  fomebody  to  do  h 
right  J  if  my  Reader  is  an  ilUnaturM  one,  hfc 
will  be  as  much  plca&d  to  find  me  a  Dunce  in 
R  2  Biy 
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my  old  Age,  as  poflibly  he  may  have  be«i, 
to  prove  me  a  bnfk  Blockhead,  in  my  Youth : 
But  if  he  has  no  Gall  to  gratify,  and  would 
(for  hiG  limple  Amufement)  as  well  know, 
how  the  Play-hoafes  went  on  forty  Years 
ago,  as  how  they  do  now,  I  will  honeilly 
tell  him  the  reft  of  my  Story,  as  well  as  I 
can.  Left  therefore  the  ftcquent  Digreffions, 
that  have  broke  in,  upon  it,  may  have  en- 
tangled his  Memory,  I  muft  beg  leave,  juft 
to  throw  together  the  Heads  of  what  I  have 
already  given  him,  that  he  may  again  recover 
the  Clue  of  my  Dilcourfe. 

Let  him,  then,  remember,  from  the  Year 
]  660  to  1 684,  the  various  Fortune  of  the 
(then)  King's,  and  Duke's,  two  &mous  Com- 
panies i  their  being  reduced  to  one  united ;  the 
Diftintf^  Charaftns  I  have  given  of  thirteen 
Af^ors,  which  in  the  Year  1 690  were  the  moft 
&mous,  then,  remaining  of  them;  the  Caufe 
of  their  being  again  divided  in  1695,  and  the 
ConfequencesofthatDivifion, 'till  i697}irom 
whence  I  ihall  lead  them  to  our  Second  Unioa 
in-—  Hold !  let  me  f«— — ay,  it  was  in  that 
memorable  Year,  when  the  two  Kingdoms  of 
Bngletui  and  Scotland  were  made  one.  And 
I  remember  a  Particular  that  confirms  me  I 
am  r^ht  in  my  Chronology }  for  the  Play  of 
Bamut  being  a£ted  fbon  ^er,  Eftcmirt^  who 
then  U)ok  upob  him  to  lay  any  thing,  added  a 
ibuith  Line  to  Sbakefpear'z  Prologue  to  the 
^ay,  in  that  Play  which  originally  confifted 
but  of  three,  but  ^court  made  it  run  thus : 
For 
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■   For  XJsy  and  fir  our  tragedy ^ 

Urns  ftooping  to  your  Clemency ^ 

[This  being  a.  Year  of  Unity»] 

IVe  beg  your  Hearing  patiently. 
This  new  Chronological  Line  coming  unex- 
pe^edly  upon  the  Audience,  was  received 
with  Appkufe,  tho'  feveral  grave  Faces  look'd 
a  little  out  of  Humour  at  it.  However,  by 
this  Fad:,  it  is  plain,  our  Theatrical  Union 
happcn'd  in  1707.  But  to  fpeak  of  it,  in  its 
Place,  I  muft  go  a  little  back  again. 

From  1697,  to  this  Union,  both  Companies 
went  on,  without  any  memorable  Change  in 
their  Af^irs,  unlcfi  It  were  that  Betterton'a 
People  (howevcrgood  in  their Kind)weremofl 
of  them  too  far  advanc'd  in  Years  to  nwnd ; 
and  tho'  we,  in  Drury-Lane,  were  too  young 
to  be  excellent,  we  were  not  too  old  to  be  bet- 
ter. But  what  will  not  Satiety  depreciate } 
For  though  I  muft  own,  and  avow,  that  in 
our  highcft  Profperity,  I  always  thought  we 
were  greatly  their  Inferiors  j  yet,  by  our  good 
Fortune  of  being  leen  in  quite  new  Lights, 
which  feveral  new-written  Plays  had  Ihewn. 
us  in,  we  now  began  to  make  a  confiderablo 
Stand  againft  them.  One  good  new  Play,  to  a 
rifing  Company  is  of  inconceivable  Value.  In 
Onmako  (and  why  may  1  not  name  another, 
tho'  it  be  my  own  ?)  in  Lovers  iaft  Sbifi,  and 
in  the  Sequel  of  it,  the  Relapfe ;  feveral  of  our 
People  fliew'd  themfclves  in  a  new  Style  of 
A^ing,  in  which  Nature  had  not  as  yet  been 
p.  3  fc«»v 
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feci).  I  cannot  here  forget  a  Misfortune  that 
befcl  our  Society,  abont  this  tinie,.  by  the  lofs 
of  a  young  A€tot,  Hildebrand  Harden,  who 
was  kill'd  at  the  Bar  of  the  Rofe-Tavenj^  in  a 
frivolous,  rafh}  accidental  Quarrel ;  for  which, 
a  late  Relident  at  Venice,  Colonel  Burgcfs^  and 
ieveral  other  Perfons  of  Diilin^on,  took  their 
Tryals,  and  were  acquitted.  This  young  Man 
had  almost  every  natural  Gift,  that  could  pro- 
mifeap  excellent  Aftor;  hehadbefides,  agood 
4eal  of  Table- wit,  asd  Humour,  with  a  hand- 
fome  Perfon,  and  was  every  Day  rifing  into 
publick.  Favour.  Before  he  was  bury'd,  it  was 
cbfer vable,  that  two  or  three  Days  together,  fe- 
ycfal  of  the  Fair  Sex,  well  drefs'd  came  in 
Ma&%  (-fben  frequently  worn)  and  fome  in  their 
pTRn  Coaches,  to  vifit  this  Theatrical  Heroe,  in, 
hifiShrowd.  He  was  the  elder  Son  of  Dr. 
Harden  Miniftcr  of  Twickenham,  in  Middle/ex. 
But  thiB,  Misfortune  was  foon  repir'd,  by  the 
Return- of  ^;/iij,  irom  Dublin  (who  upon  this 
young  Man's  Death,wasfcDt  for  over) and  liv'd 
long  enough  among  us  to  enjoy  that  Approba- 
tion, from  which  the  other  was  fo  unhappily 
qut  off.  The  Winter  following,  Eftcourt^  the 
&mous  Mimick,  of  whom  I  have  already  fpo-. 
ken^  had  the  fame  Invitation  from  Ireland,^ 
Vherc  he  bad  commenc'd  Aftor:  His  firft  F^rt, 
here,  at  the  Theatre-R^al,  was  the  Spojujh, 
Friar,  in  which,  tho'  he  had  rememtjred  eye-- 
ry  Lioc^  and  Motion  of  the  late  ^ony  Leigh, 
io  far  as  to  put  the  .Spedator  very  much  iq 
loind  of  him  J  yet  it  wais  vifiblc  through  the 
;  whole. 
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■whole,  notwithftanding  his  Exaftnefs  in  the 
Out-lines,  the  true  Spirit,  that  was  to  fill  up 
the  Figure,  was  not  the  fame,  but  unffcilfuUy 
dawb'd  on,  like  a  Child's  Painting  upon  the 
Face  of  a  Metzo-tinto  :  It  was  too  plain  to  the 
judicious,  that  the  Conception  was  not  his 
own,  but  imprinted  in  his  Memory,  by  an- 
other, of  whom  he  only  prcfented  a  dead 
Likenefs.  But  thefe  were  Defeats,  not  fo  ob- 
vious to  common  Spcftatorsj  no  wonder, 
therefore,  if  by  his  being  much  fought  after, 
in  private  Companies,  he  met  with  a  fort  of 
,  Indulgence,  not  to  fay  Partiality,  for  what  he 
fometimes  did  upon  the  Stage. 

In  the  Year  1699,  Mrs,  OldJinldvrzA  firft  ta- 
ken into  the  Houfe,  where  ihe  remain'd  about 
a  Twelvemonth  almoft  a  Mute,  and  unheeded, 
'till  Sir  John  Vanbrugh^  who  firfl  recommend- 
ed her,  gave  her  the  Part  of  Alinda^  in  the 
Pilgrim  revis'd.  This  gende  Charafter,  hap- 
pily became  that  want  of  Confidence  which  is 
inftparable  from  young  Beginners,  who",  With- 
out it,  feldom  arrive  to  any  Excellence :  Not- 
withftanding,  I  own  I  was,  then,-  fo  far  de- 
ceiv'd  in  my  Opinion  of  her,  that  I'thought, 
{he  had  Hide  mo;e  than  her  Perfon,  that  ap- 
pear'd  necpflary  to  the  forming  a  good' Atftreft ; 
for  flie  fet  out  with  fo  extraordinai^  a  Diffi- 
dence, that  it  kept  her  too  defpondingly  down, 
to  a  forp^al,  plain  (not  to  fayj  flat  manner  of 
fpeaking.  Nor  could  the  filver  Tone  of  hct 
Voice, /till  after  fome  time,  incUne  my  Ear  10 
any  Ilope,  in  her  favour.  But  publick  Ap- 
R  4  '         probation 
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probation  is  the  warm  Weather  of  a  Theatrical 
PlaDt,  which  will  foon  bring  it  forward,  to 
whatever  Perfedion  Nature  has  defign'd  it. 
However  Mrs.  OldJUid  (perhaps  for  want  of 
fi-eAi  Farts)  feem'd  to  come  but  flowly  for- 
ward, 'till  the  Year  1703.  Our  Company, 
that  Summer,  afted  at  the  Bath^  daring  the 
Refidcnce  of  Queen  jitmeat  that  Place.  At 
that  time  it  happen'd,  that  Mrs.  Verbruggen^ 
by  reafon  of  her  laft  Sicknefs  (of  which  fhc 
fomc  few  Months  after,  dy'd)  was  left  in  Lon- 
don i  and  tjiopgh  moft  of  her  Parts  were,  of 
courfe,  to  be  difpos^d  of,  yet  fo  eameft  was  the 
Female  Scramble  for  theni,  that  only  one  of 
them  fell  to  the  Share  of  Mrs.  Oldfieldt  that 
of  Leonora^  in  Sir  (Curtly  Nice  j  a  Character 
of  good  plain  Senfc,  but  not  over  elegantly 
written.  It  was  in  this  Part  Mrs.  OldJUld 
iurpris'd  me  into  an  Opinion  of  her  having  all 
the  innate  Powers  of  a  good  Adtrefs,  though 
they  were  yet,  but  in  the  Bloom  of  what  they 

Eromifi'd.  Before  fhc  had  aAed  this  Fart,  I 
ad  fo  cold  an  Expefiation  ft-om  her  Abilities, 
that  (he  cpijld  fcarce  oreyail  with  me,  to  re- 
hearie  yfith  her  thp  Scenes,  die  was  chiefly 
^ncern'd  in,  witji  Sir  Courtly^  which  I  then 
aded.  HoTvcver,  wc  ran  them  over,  with  a 
mutual  Inadvertency  of  one  another.  I  feem'd 
carelefs,  las  concluding,  that  any  Affiftance  I 
could  give  her,  would  be  to  little,  or  no  pur- 
pofc  i  and  Ihe  mutter'd  out  her  Words  In  a  fort 
of  mifty  maimer,  at  my  low  Opinion  of  her. 
^ut  when  the  Play  Came  to  be  aAed,  (he  had 
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a  juft  Occali<Mi  to  tritimph  over  the  Error  of 
my  Judgment,  by  the  (almoft)  Araazen^cnt, 
diat  her  uncxpeded  Poformftnce  awak'd  me 
to  J  fo  forward,  and  fudden  a  Step  into  Na- 
ture, I  had  never  fecn  j  and  what  made  her 
Performance  more  valuable,  was,  that  I  knew 
it  all  proceeded  from  her  own  UnderfUnd- 
ing,  untaught,  and  unallifted  by  any  one 
more  expericnc'd  Aftor.  Perhaps  it  may  not 
be  unacceptable,  if  I  enlarge  a  little  more  up- 
on the  Theatric^  Character  of  fo  memorable 
an  Adtrcfs. 

Though  this  Part  of  Leonora  in  itfelf,  was 
of  fo  little  value,  that  when  ihe  got  more  in- 
to Eftecm,  it  was  one  of  the  feveral  Ihe  gave 
away,  to  inferior  Adlreflcs ;  yet  it  was  the  firft 
(as  I  have  obferv'd)  that  correiScd  my  Judg- 
ment of  her,  and  confirm'd  me,  in  a  ftrong  Be- 
lief, that  {he  could  not  fail,  in  very  litde  time, 
of  being  what  fhe  was  afterwards  allow'd  to 
be,  the  foremoft  Ornament  of  our  Theatre. 
Upon  this  unexpected  Sally,  then,  of  the 
Povrer,  and  ttipofition,  of  fo  unforefeen  an 
AArefs,  it  was,  that  I  again  took  up  the  two 
firil  Adls  of  the  Carelefs  Hujband^  which  1  had 
written  the  Summer  before,  and  had  thrown 
afide,  in  defpair  of  having  Jufticc  done  to  the 
Charafler  of  Lady  Betty  Modiflj,  by  any  one 
Woman,  then  among  us  j  Mrs.  Verbru^en 
being  now  in  a  very  declining  State  of  Health, 
and  Mrs.  £racegirdle  oat  of  my  Reach,  and  ' 
engag'd  in  another  Company :  But,  as  1  have 
faid,  Mrs.  QldJUld  having  thrown  out  fuch 
'        .  new 
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new  Proffers,  of.a  Gpniusi  I. was  no  longer  at 
a  bis  for  Support  >,  ipy  DoubtB  were  difpell'd, 
and  I  had  now  -a  new  Call  to  £nl{h  it :  Ac- 
qordiogly,  the  Careiefi  Hujhqnd  took  its  Fate 
upon  the  Stage,  the  Winter  fdlowing,  in  1 704. 
Whatever  favourable  Reception,  this  Comedy 
has  met  with  from  the  Pubiick ;  it  wo^ld  be 
unjuft  in  me,  not  to  place  a  large  Share  of  it 
to  the  Account  of  Mrs.  Oldfield\  not  only 
from  the  uncommon  Excellence  of  her  Ac- 
tion J  but  even  from  her  perfonal  manner  of 
Converfing.  There  are  many  Sentiments  in  the 
Charaifter  of  Lady  Betty  Modijh,  that  I  may 
almoft  fay,  were  originally  her  own,  or  only 
drefs'd  with  a  little  more  care,  than  when  they  ' 
negligently  fell,  from  her  lively  .Humour :  Had 
her  Birth  plac'd  her  in  a  higher  Ra^k  of  Life, 
ihe  had  certainly  appear'd,  in  reality^  what  in 
this  Play  flie  oijfy,  excellently,  afted,  an  agree- 
ably gay  Woman  of  Quality,  a  little  too  con- 
•fcious  of  her  natural  ^tt^ifdioias. .  I  have  of- 
ten fecn  her,  in  privajeSa9istie^„,whcre  Wo- 
njen.  of  the  beftiR^k;  might, ii»v|e  borrow'd 
iome  part  of  h^c.  Behaviour,  with^t  the  leafl 
Diminution  .of  their  Senfe,  or. Dignity.  And 
t^iis  very  Morning,  where  !>&»  npw  writing  at. 
^e  Bath,  Nmemkir  i  ^,  1738,  the fameWords 
were  faid  of  her,  by  a  Lady  pf  Condition, 
whofe  better  Judgment  of  her  Pprfonal  Merit, 
in  that  Light,  has  embolden'd  me  to  repeat 
diem.  After  hpr  Succefs,  in  this  Chara<iler  of 
higher  Life  j  all  that  Namr?  had  given  her  of 
the  A<^refs,  fce(p'd  to  hftve  ri^  to  its  foil  Per- 
fection : 
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fcaion :  But  ihe  Variety  of  her  Power  could 
not  be  known  'fill  fhe  was  feen,  in  variety  of 
Charafters ;  which,  as  faft  a^  they  fell  to  her,, 
flie  eqdally  exccll'd  in.  Authors  had  much 
more,  from  her  I*?rformance,  than  they  had 
rcafon  to  -hope  for,  from  what  they  had  writ- 
ten for  her ;  and  none  had  lefs  than  another," 
but  as  their  Genius  in  the  Parts  they  allotted 
her,  was  more  or  lefs  elevated. 

In  the  Wearing  of  her  Perfon,  flic  was  par- 
ticularly fortunate  j  her  Figure  was  always  im-  > 
proving,  to  her  thirty-fixth  Year ;  but  her  Ex- 
cellence in  ading  was  never  at  a  ftand :  And  the 
laft  new  Charailer  (he  flione  in  {Lady  Townty) 
was  a  Proof  that  flic  was  ftill  able  to  do  more, 
if  more  could  have  been  done  for  her.  She 
had  one  Mark  of  good  Senfe,  rarely  known; 
in  any  Adlor  of  either  Sex,  but  herfclf.  I  have 
obferv'd  fcveral,  with  promifing  Difpofiticns, 
very  defirous  of  Inftrudtion  at  their  firfl  fetting 
out  J  but  no  foqner  had  they  found  their  leaft 
Account,  in  it,  than  they  were,  as  defirous  o^ 
being  left  to  their  own  Capacity,  which  theyj 
then,  thought  would  be  difgrac'tl,  by  .theif 
feeming  to  want  any  farther  Affiftance.  But 
this  was  not  Mrs.  OldJieii%  way  of  thinking ; 
for  to  the  laft  Year  of  her  Life^  flie  never  un- 
dertook any  Part  fhe  lik'd,  without  being  im- 
portunately defirous  of  having  all  the  Helps  in 
it,  that  another  could  poffibly  give  her.  By 
knowing  fo  much  herfe.lf,  (he  found  how  niu<h 
more  there  was  of  TJature,  yfet  needful  to  be 
known.  ,  Yet  it  was  a  hard  matter  to  give  her 
any   - 
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any  Hinti  that  fhe  was  not  able  to  take,  or  ioi* 
prove.  With  all  this  Merit,  fhe  was  trafb^ 
ble,  and  lefs  prefummg,  in  her  Station,  than 
ftveral,  that  had  not  half  her  Pretenfions  to 
be  troublefome :  But  Hie  loft  nothii^  by  her 
eafy  Condud: ;  fhe  had  every  thing  flu  aik'd^ 
which  fhe  took  care  Ihould  be  always  reafon- 
able,  becaufb  ihe  hated  as  oauch  to  be  grudg'J, 
as  deny'd  a  Civility.  Upon  her  extraordinary 
Aftion  in  the  Provok' d Sujband^  the  Managers 
made  her  a  Prefent  of  Fifty  Guineas  more  than 
her  Agreement,  which  never  was  more  than  a 
Verbal  one  ;  for  they  knew  (he  was  above  de- 
ferting  them,  to  engage  upon  any  other  Stage, 
and  ihe  was  confcious,  they  would  never  think 
it  their  Intcreft,  to  give  her  caufe  of  Com- 
plaint. In  the  laA  two  Months  of  her  Illnefs, 
when  Ihe  was  no  longer  able  to  alHft  them, 
flic  declin'd  received  her  Sallary,  tho'  by  her 
Agreement,  fhe  was  entitled  to  it.  Upon  the 
whole,  flie  was,  to  the  laA  Scene  ihe  acted,  the 
Delight  of  her  Spedators :  Why  then  may 
we  not  clofe  her  Charafter,  with  the  fame 
Indulgence  with  which  Horace  fpeaks  of  a 
con^mendable  Poem  : 

Vbi  plura  mtent — non  egopaucis 
Offendor  macuUs—~r-r 

Where  in  the  whole  f/ucb  variousBeautiesJhinet 
'Twere  idle,  upon  Errors^  to  refine. 

What  more  might  be  iaid  of  her  ^s  an  Adrels, 
may 
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may  be  found  in  the  Pr^ce  to  the  Provok'd 
Uufaand^  to  which  I  refer  the  Reader. 

With  the  Acquiiition,  then,  of  fo  advanc'd 
a  Cotnedian  as  Mrs,  Oldfield,  and  the  Addi- 
tion of  one  fo  much  in  Favour  as  Wilks^  and 
by  the  vifible  Improvement  of  our  other  Ac- 
tors as  Penketbman^  JobnfoTiy  Bullock^  and  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  name  myfelf  in  the 
Number  (but,  in  what  Rank,  I  leave  to  the 
Judgment  of  thofc  who  have  been  my  Spefla- 
torsj  the  Reputation  of  our  Company  began 
to  get  ground ;  Mrs.  OldfieU^  and  Mr.  Wtlki^ 
by  their  frequently  playing  againft  one  another, 
in  our  bcft  Comedies,  very  happily  fupported 
that  Humour,  and  Vivacity,  which  is  fo  pe- 
culiar to  our  Englijh  Stage.  The  Ftencb,  our 
only  modern  Competitors,  feldom  give  us  their 
Lovers  in  fuch  various  Lights:  In  their  Co- 
medics  (however  lively  a  People  they  are  by 
nature)  their  Lovers  arc  generally  conftant, 
iimple  Sighers,  both  of  a  Mind,  and  equally 
diArels'd,  about  the  Difficulties  of  their  com- 
ing together}  which  oaturally  makes  their 
Converfation  fo  lerious,  that  they  are  feldom 

food  Company  to  thor  Auditors :  And  tho* 
allow  them  many  other  Beauties,  of  which 
we  are  too  negligent  j  yet  our  Variety  of  Hu- 
mour has  Excellencies  that  all  their  valuable 
Obfcrvance  of  Rules  have  never  yet  attain'd  to. 
By  thefe  Advantages,  then,  we  began  to  have 
an  equal  Shue  of  me  politer  fort  of  Spedators, 
who,  for  feveral  Yean,  could  not  allow  our 
Company  to  ftand  in  any  comparifon,  with 
I  the 
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the  other.  But  Theatrical  Favour,  like  Pob- 
lick  Commerce,  will  fometimea  deceive  the 
beft  Judgments,  by  an  unaccountable  change 
of  its  Channel  j  the  beft  Commodities  are  not 
always  known  to  ineet  with  the  beft  Markets. 
To  this  Decline  of  the  Old  Company,  manjr 
Accidents  might  contribute ;  as  the  too  diftant 
Situation  of  their  Theatre  j  or  their  want  of 
a  better,  for  it  was  not,  then  in  the  condi- 
tion it  now  is ;  but  imall,  and  poorly  fitted  up, 
within  the  Walls  of  a  Tennis  ^aree  Court, 
which  is  of  the  leffer  fort.  Booth,  who  was 
then  a  young  Aftor,  among  them,  has  often  ' 
told  me  of  the  Difficulties  Bettertony  then,  la- 
bour'd  under,  and  complain'd  of :  How  im- 
practicable he  found  it,  to  keep  their  Body  to 
that  common  Order,  which  was  ncccflary  for 
their  Support ;  of  their  relying  too  much  upon 
their  intrinfick  Merit  j  and  though  but  few  of 
them  were  young,  even  when  they  firft  be- 
came'their  own  Mafters,  yet  they  were  all 
now,  ten  Years  older,  and  confcquently  more 
liable  to  fall  into  an  inactive  Negligence,  or 
were  only  feparately  diligent,  for  themfelves, 
in  the  fole  Regard  of  theirfieiiefit- Plays  j  which 
feveral  of  their  Principals,  knew,  at  worft', 
would  raife  them  Contributions,,. that  would 
more  than  tolerably  fubfift  them,  for  the  cur- 
rent Year.  But  as  thefe  were  ■  too  jprccarious 
Expedients,  to  be  always  depended  upon,  and 
brought  in  nothing  to  the  genera!  Support 
of  the  Numbers,  who  were  at  Sallaries  under 
them  J  they  were  rcduc'd  to  have  recourfe  to 
foreign 
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-fbreigriNoveWe«iL':rfW«,-fi«/«»,  SajidiMadq- 
moifellc  St^/i^y  three  of  the,  then,  moft 
famous  Danoerp  of  the  French  Opera,  were, 
at  fcveral  tioses,  brought  over  at  extraordi- 
nary Rates,  to.  fcvive  that  fickl);  Appetite, 
Tvhich  plain  Sebfe,  and  Nature  had  fadated. 
But  alas  I  there  was  no  recovering  to  a  ibund 
Conftitution,  by  thofe  mtrc  coftly  Cordials  j  the 
Novelty  of  a  Dance  was  but  of  a  fliort  D,ura- 
tion,  and  perhaps  hurtful,  in  its  confequence.; 
for  it  made  a  Play  without  a  Dance,  lefs  ci)r 
dur'd  than  it  haid  been  before,  "when  fuch 
Dancing  was  not  to  be  had.  But  perhaps, 
their  ezhtbtfsagthcfe  Novelties,  might  be  ow- 
.ing  to  the  Suda&  we  had  met  with,  in  our 
more  b^ttarous  introducing  c(f  French  Mi- 
micks,  awl  iTumblers,tfae  Year  before  j  of 
vriach  Mr:  rRnoe;  thus,  doi^lains  in  his  Pro- 
logue to  one.  <£  -his  iirft.  Pk^s : 

iW^  $luikefpear,  Fletcl^er,  an  J  lakrtous  Ben, 
.Bf /f/^y^rScaraiilouch,  ««(/ Halequin  ? 

While  the  'Crowd,-  therdbrc,  f&  fluduatcd, 
from  one  Honfc,  to  another,  as  their  Eyes 
were  more,  or  lefs  regaled,  than  their  Ears, 
it  could- not  be  a  Queftian'moch'  in  Debate, 
which  had  the  better  AAors ;  the  Merit  of 
either,  feem'd  to  be  <i£  little  moment;  and 
the  Complaint  Sn  the  fbregwng  Lines,  tto'  it 
might  be  juft,  for  a  time,  could  not  be  a  jail 
one  for  ever ;  becanfe  the  beft  Play  that  ever 
was  writ,  m^  dre  by  being  too  often  repealed , 
a  Miffoitnne  naturally  attending  the  Obliga- 
3  don, 
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tlon,  topky  ercrylHyi  not  that  whmer* 
iSich  Siliety  oommenca,  itwill  be  uiy  PiooC 
of  the  Play'i  beng  a  bad  one,  or  of  itt  beii^ 
iUa£ted.  Inawocd^Satietyis,  ibMomeaaogh 
t»nfider'dj  by  cither  Oiticks,  Spodatoi^  or 
Adon,  as  the  tme,  not  to  &y  juft  Cauie  of 
dectining  Audiences,  to  the  moil  ratioiial  En. 
tettainmcnts :  And  tho'  1  cannot  lay,  lever 
&w  a  good  new  Play,  not  attended  with  dne 
^comagement,  yet  to  keep  a  Theatre  daily 
,open,  witlHMit  fometimes  giving  the  Publick 
a  bad  old  one,  is  more  tlun,  1  donbt,  tlic 
Wit  of  human  Writers,  or  BxccUcnce  of  Ac^ 
tors,  viU  ever  be  able  to  aocompUih.  And» 
as  both  Authors,  and  Comedians,  may  hate 
often  iiiccceded,  where  a  £niid  Jadgmgnt 
would  have  condemo'd  them,  it  migbt  pmsiie 
die  niceft  Cridck  livii^  to  pftovef  in  what 
fort  of  PTrfllfnrr,  the  true  Value  of  dtbft 
€oofiil*d :  For,  if  dieir  Merit  were  to  be  mcar 
iur'd  by  the  jiill  Hoofes,  they  mx/  have 
brought;  if  the  Judgment  of  the  Crowd  wene 
in&IIiblei  lamafiwdwe  fiialt  be  tedne'd  ID 
allow,  tint  the  Beggar's  Opert  was  the,beft- 
wiitten  Play,  and  Sir  Berry  IFiUdr  (aa  ^A( 
play'd  it)  was  the  beft  aOed  Part,  that  mef 
our  EtifUfi  Theatre  had  to  baaft  of.  Titst 
Critidt  uideed,  muft  be  r^i  to  ai'oUy,  that 
would  deny  either  of  them,  their  due.P»>ti)i 
when  they  fevenlly  drew  fuch  Numbets  f6er 
them ;  all  theii  Hearcia  could  not  be  mii^lJteO; 
»nd  yet  if  they  were  all  in  the  right,  «h«t 
fort  of  Fame  will  remain  to  thofe  celebrated 
Authors, 
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AutbotSj  and  AeCorSt  dut  had  £a  long,  and 
defervedly  been  admired,  bdbre-dlefe  wt're 
io  Being.  The  only  DiAioaion  I  ihaft  nuke 
between  them  '»,  That  to  .write,  or  ad,  like 
the  Authors,  orAdon,  oftfac^ittteriaid  of  the 
laft  Centary,  I  am  of  Opinios;  wilt  be  found 
a  hr  better  Pretence  to  Succefs,  than  to-idittate 
thefe  who  havcbeen  fo  crowded  to,,  in  die  be- 
ginning of  this.  All  I  would  mfer-fromr  tU» 
Ezjrfaoationi  is*  that  tho^werhad,.,-tlien,  tidis 
better  Audiences,  and  might  baTe.rtioeB;of  the 
young  World  on  our  Side;  yet  dri&.itas  no 
iiire  Proofi  diat  the  other  Coi^ai^  van  itot, 
in  the  Truth  of  Adion,  greatly  our  Sup^lont 
Thefe  elder  Adore,  t^en,  befides  tltte  Dilad-f 
vant^es  I.  have  meittion'd,  hawigo^ply  the 
fewer,  true  Jut^es  to  a^nire  them;  Aatnrally 
wanted  die  Sqpport  of  the  Cro^vJ,  jwfaofe 
TaAe  was  to  be  pleaiod  at.  a  cheapeo  Rate,  and 
with  coarfer  Fate.  To  recover  thetn  disre- 
fbre,  to  thor  due  Ei^titefkni  a  de«.JProjed 
was  formed,  of  building/them;a  ftaielji  Thea* 
trC)  in  thC:  Hay-Mariett  by  Sir  Jebn  Vaahugbt 
for  whii^  he  raiied  a  i^hfenption  of  thirty 
Ferfom  of-Qu^ity,'  at  one  hundred  Founds 
etqh,  ia  COnfidcratiop  whereof  every  Subicri- 
ber,  for  iw  own  Lifb,  was  to  be  admttted,  to 
wlutevec  Etitortainmenfs  fliould  be  publickly 
p6rform!d  there,  without  farther  Payntentfcur 
bis  EntnuuBC.  Of  diis  Theatre.  I  &w  the  firA 
StMie  laid,  on  whidi  was  infcrib'd  "The  Utile 
U^igt  in  Honour  to  a  Lady  of  extnterdinary 
S  Beauty, 
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B«nit;/tli«n  tfaKcddmtid  Toift,:u«l  PHdl; 
of  thaCilPatty.  .     .     [ 

In  duVor  i^,  wltei  tbitHotft  nv 
finiOi'dr  BcomiM,  ind  JUs  Co-pmoen  idijC- 
folded  their  cnni  AgMementi  and  ibiMr  tbea^ 
Mvh:  wldar  the  Dinakxi  of  Sirjcbn  Vt»- 
tfugiyailtt. Cmgrm,  imaainiiig,  poihapt, 
tlM'dl»  Omdua  of  two  IndbramnaBtAtt' 
Avtti  mi^  give  a  mare  profperogt  Twato 
dwit  Coodiliaii  tliot  du  Playt,  it  MmM, 
now,  bs  iteit  Intereft,  to  .mite  for  them, 
would  ftoo  recover  the  Town  id  t  tnie  T»A», 
and  btt^an  Advantage,  that  no  other  CompaiAr 
coold'hope  ^}  tfaatin  the  Inliethn  till  ittni 
Fkys  ooold  be  vrittsn,  'tbe^Gtandeor'af  dieir 
HoilTe,  a)  k  wis  a  nev  Speaacle,  might  al- 
hlt«  tfaeCrawd  to  foppoit  them :  Bat  if  4h<£ 
«ece4he!r  Viems,  ve  fluU  fee,  that  their  0»- 
pmdeace  opon  them,  'wtu  too  ieagiiiBe,  Aa 
to  dMir  Profiiea  of  mw  Fbifi,  I  tfonbricwK 
not  eioogh  owSdet!d,  that  good  once  nttc 
PUnu  of  1  flow  Growth ;  and  tho'  ^ytbi 
yenlmgihtdnverj  quick  Pen,  yietMr.  Om- 
grmtvuao  jodicioas a  Wrilcf,  t»  let  iaf 
thing  coine  knilyoulof  hii.Hindsi'AiiD 
thnr  other  Dependssce,  the  Hoaft,  Aey  Ud 
not  yet  dUcover'd,  that  aknoft  every  pniper 
Quality,  aad Conrenience of  agodd TfaeMee 
had' torn  lacrificod,  ornegteded,  tafliewito 
Spedatn  a'.vaft,  trinmpiial  Piece  of  Jtochilixt- 
mre!  And  that  the  bett  Play,  fortWReaiids 
1  am  goiogto  offi^r,  ooald  not  but;be:i^er 
great  Difiuhantages,  and  be  left  capable  of  de- 
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^tltliig  tht- Auditoc,  heoe,  dunk  CDukJ^rp 
been  in  the  plain  Theatre  they  came  ^ook. 
F«r  w|^t.  could -their  vaft .  Columns*  th£ir 
gildedCcnqicest  their  immoderate  high  Roofe 
%9tSA,  ^vhofl  icarceon&Word  m  teo,  could  b« 
^Stt!ki&^  heard  in  itf  Nor  had  it,  theil>  the 
FpriB,  ic.Dowftands  in,  uriitchNece^tj't  two 
fir  tlMe  Yean  after,  r«duixd  it  to:  Atl^efirf^ 
epoMo^  it,  i)ie  flat  Ceiling,  that  ia  now  over 
me«£)rcfaei^  was  thea  a  Semi-oyal  Ai^fa^ 
jduTliauiig-fiftten  Feet  higher  frcMXi  above  tbf 
Cornice:  The  Ceiling  over  the  PiC'too,  w%8 
<0iit  nio^e  raKed,  being .  one  level  Ijne  irofO 
ikshi^iBft  beck  part 4^ the  upper  Gallery 
totfae  Front  of  the  Stp^ :  The  Front-box^ 
^Ktt  a  conbtuied  Semicircle,  ta  the  bare  Wal^, 
j»f  the  Hoofe  <m  each  Si^ :  This  extraordinary, 
9bd  ibperfluous  Space  occaiion'd  fucK  an  Uo- 
4alatioa,  from  the  Voice  of  every  A^or*  thi^ 
fgumtSHf  what  they  faid  founded  like  the  Gal^ 
liliag  of  ib  m^ny  People,  in  the  lofty  IQfS  in  $ 
CtthedhU— The  Tone  of  a  Trumpet*  or  the 
-flweU  df  BB  Eunuch's,  holdii^  Note,  'tis  true. 
^sigbt  be  fmaten'd  by  it ;  but  the  articuUtp 
Sounds  of  a  fpoaking  Voice  were  drqwn'd,  bf 
4fae  tnibw  Reverberatioos  of  one  Word  upup 
aqmiieg.  To  dus  inconvenience,  why  may 
^ve-jocC  add  that  of  its  Situation ;  for  at  that 
jliaaritbad  not  t^e  Advantage  of  almoil  a  large 
.CSt^v^icb  has  fiuce  been  built,  inks^eigh.- 
Jx^dMod:  Tho&  c(^y  Spaces  of  Satmier,  . 
Qn^ktur,  and  CatienJiJb  Squares,  with  the 
naony,  aod. groat  adjacent  Streets  about  them, 
S  2  were 
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were  then '  all  but  fo  many  green  Pid^'  6f  Fa-* 
ilurt,  from' whence  they cotilti draw-  Httle^b* 
no  Suflenance,  urilcfs  it  were  that  cf  ii  M9k-^ 
Diet.  The  City,  thc'Inns  of  Cour*^  arid'the 
middle  Part  of  the  To*n,  wMdi  wtre'  *« 
moftcdilftant  Support  of  a  Theatre,  andcbieftj' 
to  be  relied  on,  were  now  too  fii",-  o*  ofthi 
Reach  6f  an  eafy  WalK ;  and  Gei«elv*k6  i» 
often  too  hai-d  a  Tax,  upon  the  Pit,  andOali 
lery.  But  from  the  raft  Increafe  of  tfte  Bu3(U 
ings  I  have  menticin'd^  theShJuatidh  of  that 
Theatre  has  fince  that  Time  received  teirifidfct*- 
able  Advantages ;  a  new  World  df  Peopli  (rf 
Condition  are  nearer  toit,  than  fomletly,  dnd 
I  am' of  Opinion,  that  if  the  aaditory'Psrt 
were  a  little  more  reduced  to  tHfc  Model  •<rf' 
tbat  in  Drury-Laney  an  excellent  COmpatft^  of 
Aflors  would,  now,  find  a  better  Atcoifnt  in 
it,  tliao  in  any  other  Hoafe  in  this  poptiloiis 
Gty :  Let  me  not  be  miftaken,  I  fay,  an  ex- 
cellent Company,  and  &ch  as  m^lft  be  ^le 
to  do  Juftice  to  the  beft  of  Plays; -aridfhroi* 
out  thofe  latent  Beauties  in  them,  ^f(ich  ofil;^ 
excellent  Adors  cah  difeover,  and  ^e(Lil4-t<h 
If  fuch  a  Company  Were  now  witre,'  they 
would  meet  with  a  quite  differcnfC'6et'«rfA«- 
ditors,  than  other  Theatres  hate'  lately  b*ift 
ufcd  to :  Polite  Hearers  would  be  content  wiA 
polite  Entertainments;  and  I  Iremettibef  the 
time,  when  Plays,  without  the  Aid  <rfF«fC(?, 
or  Pantomime,  were  as  decently  atterirfcd-flfe 
Opera's,  or  private  AflembHeS,  Where  a'Doify 
Sloven  would  havepaft  his  time  as  unett^.in-a 
Front. 


Fpootf-Uffl^  fsia  a  Diawinff-room  J  w.hcn  a 
iiat.itpcn,  a.  JV((ip|s  He^d  there  woul^  have 
Jb^9.'ji9Qtt|4  tip<)n,  as  a  f^re  Mark  of  ^  .firute, 
(tPfi.}^qohf :  But  of  ^l.tbis  X  have  fccn  top, 
«|ff  KfVi^f^  .yrhfire  in  t^  Prcfcnce  c^  Ladiesj 
M(  a  Pla(jrik  cQiyunon  Ciyili^  I^s  been  (et  at  de7 
,  £aiic%  fip^  the  ;Fri,vileje  of  bcuig.a  rude  Cloyfn, 
f;yfO'(fi.a:Noiaac«,  has,  in  a  manner  been  de^ 
jpfQ<M>  ¥  '('''c  c^  ^  K^ts  gf  Eri^lijh  Li- 
bar^;:  ,^ow»  thongh  I  grant,  that  Liberty  h 
(ot  prcciop^  a  Jewel,  that  we  ought  not  to  iuf- 
ier  thelfa^  Ray  of^  its  Luftrc,  to  be  .'dimi- 
pi^'d  },' f «t  methinks  the  Liberty  of  feeing  a 
jPJa,y, .!»  quiqt,  has  as  laudable  a  Claim  to  Pro- 
Ifi^op^  as  the  Privilege  of  not  fuffeung  you  to 
4o  it,  h^s  to  Impunity,  fiut  lince  wc  are  lb 
b^^^t  :as  not  to  have  a  certain  Power  among 
iUSi:  Wihiph,  in  another  Country,  is  call'd  the 
.Pji/t'o',.  let  us  rather  bear  this  Inihlt,  than  buy 
its  Reaiiedy  at  too  dear  a  Rate ;  and  let  it  be 
^hc.  P.^m^)xafnt  of  iiich  wrong- headed  Sava- 
g^i  tl^t  tb^  never  will,  or  can  know,  the 
.$fm  VaUi«  of  that  Liberty,  which  they  fp 
ft^^ly.abuic:  Such  vulgar  Minds  poflefe 
^^k  Lj^ty,  as.  profligate  Hufbands  do  finp 
.\Vi*M»i<>n^:  to  difgrace  them.  In  a  Word, 
5Wt>fn;P|^cri^  boijs  over,  ;fuch  is  the.  Scum  of  ' 
f^  •:  ^M  ^*wr  ijew  erc^ed  Theatre. 
.'.  .jNts.-J^fi.  hcfofc  this  Time,  tfie  _  Ttal/'an 
.Q§HftfL\\ii^^gif^fiii^xo  {^tai'into  EngiatiJ  i  but  in 
^^9^yii^^&^i^  ^d  uiiflike  itfelf,  as  poiTtble^ 
jp.  ailamc^  itpblipe  Tranflation,  into  .our  own 
i4fa^|^|gp;i-wUli|weC^ntities^  or  M^tre  out 
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6f  Me^fiire,  to  its  oiiginU-Ntites,  fiii^  bjreur 
own  un&itful  Voices,  tvith  Graces  ami^fkfd 
to  almofl  every  Scntimeht>  and'^ridl-AraM^ 
nfelefs  and  uniHeararlgi  through  tvetfOo^ 
rafter :  The  firft  ItaSan  Performer,  tfaaf  taado 
any  diAingulfh'd  Figare  in  it,  was  V-akkem, 
a  true  fenlible  Singer,  at  that  dme^  bat  of  c 
Throat  too  weak,  to  -fiiftain  t}i<^e  tthd^iboi 
Warblings,  for  which  the  fairer  Set  have  fihcs 
idoliz'd  nis  SucceiTor^.  However,  this  0(rlb£k 
was  fo  well  fupply'd  by  his  AdUoti^  thttt  \A 
Hearers  bore  with  the  Abfurdity  of  his  iins^ 
ing  his  firil  Part  of  Turniu  in  Caik^lay  all  n 
Italian,  while  every  other  Chara€ker  WM  Aug 
and  recited  to  hirfi  in  Bngfijb.  This  Thnvfe 
mention'd  to  (hew  not  cmly  our  Tra&iDfltane 
'Ta Ae,  but  that  the  crowded  Audiences,  "tt^iif^ 
follow'd  it  to  Drury-Lane,  itiight  be  anothct: 
Occafioii  of  their  growing  thinner  in  Lineo/nu- 
Inn-PiiUs. 

To  ftrike  in,  therefore,  with  ^Is  ^revuKfig 
Novelty,  Sir  John  Fanbrugb,  and  Mr.  Qw- 
greve,  opcn'dtheir nzvrHay-MiritH 'tbtttPfi^ 
with  a  minflated  Opera,  to  ^tf/r'tfM  Mufick,ic^ 
.  led  the  Triumph  ofljove,  but  tbb  udc  having 
in  it,  the  Charms  of  Camtla,  eilber'fii^nn  die 
Inequality  6f  the  Mnilick,  orVolCeB^  hod'but 
a  cold  Reception,  being  perfonA'd  butihrde 
Days,  and  thofc  not  crowdfed.  Imittediatrff, 
upon  the  Failure  of  AiSO^o,  Slr^VhMiiffiu- 
'irugb  produced  his  Cbftiedy  cattM  iha  €mf^- 
deracy,  taken  (but  greatly  hnpnyK^AHU'the 
Boio-gem  ^  la  mode  of  Danantr :  Though  tile 
.     -   •  Fate 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


CbLCEt    CtBBBH.  jt63 

Fatie,'  pf  tbjs.  ?Uj  irw  ibroelbliig  fabtcer,  yet 
I  thQiight  it  was  Bqc  equal  to  its  Merit ;  For 
it  is  'fftiOBO  n^  aq  itftcrKnroon.  Vela  of  Wit 
andHwtnour.t  which  confirms,  me,  Jin.  my  fcv- 
nMr.iMtftTyawa,  that  the  Difficult  of.  heart 
ieg  tdiftitiAly  in  that,  then  wide  Theatre^  ym 
Do-finatl  Impcdim^t  to  the  Applauie,  that 
nigltfr  have  K>Uowed  the  iame  A^orsin  it, 
nNn  eyeiy  other  Stage ;  and  indeed  pvtn 
Vvya&cA  there,  before  the  HouTe  wasaltof*^ 
iotawditq  (aSet  from  the  fame  IncoDTenience : 
Ia-«Word*  the  Profpea  of  ProfitSi  ^om  thip 
iTht»tre  Vf»t  fo  very  barren,  that  Mr.  Cot^eve, 
in  a  Jew  Month*,  gay«  up  his  Share  and  Zn- 
teneft  in  the  Government  of  it,  whoUy  to  Sir 
J^Vtnthugb.  But  Sir  jTo^.  being  fblePro^ 
piiator.  c^  the  Houfe  was  at  all  Evetits,  obllg'd 
to  do  hie  utmoft  to  fupport  it.  As  be  had  » 
happier  Talent  of  throwing  the  Eagli/k  Spirit 
into  his  Tranflation  of  iwn^ifr- Plays,  than  any 
fiamat  Ai^or,  who  had  borrowed  horn  them, 
It^  in  the  fjUBe^fon,  gave  the  Publick  thne 
noce  (>f  that  kind,  call'd  the  Cuckold  in  Cm- 
ttie  i  ftota  the  Oku  iauginaire  of  MoUtrti 
-Spiire  S^reltoht  fiom  his  Mon/Uitr  dt  Pour*' 
tantgnaCf  aaa  the  Mijaike,  £:om  the  D'efdt 
'iiira«r<tfvQf  the  lame  Author.  .YetftUthuei 
iMrtverar  vett.  executed,  came  to  the  Gar  in 
tfaoi^Mimdifticigluih'd  Utteiance»  by  whioh 
-ahtidiall  ^ir  Plays  had  equally  fufler'd:  For. 
what  few  octild  fdaioly  hear,  it  was  oat  UJM^ 
■laf^iMt  xMAjr  tsn\A  ajq^aud, 

:«ir.i" 'S  4       '.■'■■        it 
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j6+  ■■^fbtL^fBof'-- 
■  Itws^iuisa  lie  tmSMfta  ey>i  ^tlrii 
Comptny'vcni  not  now,  Wbar  th«f  heSbMrfj 
when  they  trft'Kvohid'fTOitttiie  mentMMii 
Dnff-lMa,  and  bnatne  thcfe'AWn  Miftefti 
in  LtnMlMs-Imi-  Fiildi.  SevcMi  irf'  thera,  «x' 
ceUcitt'  in  Uxir  (Sflwent'Tiilcnts,  *r«o  now 
daid  J  »4  SimjA,  Kym^,  Simlfifi,  aqft  tw^* J 
Mit.  Beturtm,  and  Vnierhil  being,-  it  tbil 
time,  aifo  fuperannuated  Peiifioners,  wh^ 
FlaceS'Wei^  generally  but  Hi  fiipply'd":  'Not 
Goulil  It  beexpeaed  that  Bttlirtm  himfilK 
at  paA'ieventy,  could  retain  his  former  Force; 
And  Spirit}  though  he  Was  yet  i!ir  diftanf  from 
any  Competitor.  Thus  then  'Were  thelb  Re* 
nuine  of  the  beft  Set  of  Aaort,  thu  I  bet 
liewe  were  ever  known,  at  once  in  En^Hd\ 
by  Time,  Death,  and  the  Satiety  of  tfieit 
Hearet^  mould'ring  to  dccdy, 

'  It  was,  nowj  the  Town-talk,  that  nothing 
int  a.Ubion  of  the  two  Companics/could-re^ 
cdver  the 'Stage,  to  its  former  RepdtadoAy 
vhich'  Opinion  was  certainly  true :  On(i  wonld 
livEthaughttoo,  that  the  Patentee  of  Z>ra»;f- 
Xam  could  not  have  fjul'd  to  dole  with' A, 
lie  being,  then,  on  die  Prcyfperdus  Side'of  4he 
QueiUon^  having  no  Relief  40  aflr. for  ^imu 
iblf,  and  .'little  more  to  do  ill  theinaitcci  thaa 
to  ooafider  what  he  might ftfely  grant i'8M 
6t  iesiBd  tlus  was  not  his  w^yof  etiontlB^^ 
Iw  had  other.  Ferfons,  whoiHad  greHtOMirik 
to  .Shares -in.  the  Profits  of'this  Stage,'Whi^ 
Profits,  by  a  Union,  he  forefaW  watld'li&'inb 
vifible,  to  be  doubted  of,  and  miglatnife  Hp'h 
'•  •)-  new 
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»ev  jStpkit,  iatbo£t4iv«iMiimi^  to  reHvo  ihck 
Sn^'Vth^wvt^^mi  ^£c»-^s had  leddiaa 
aC^MW<iaCfa|inc(»yftvcB^Yaarsi,  and  whbh 
th^tskd  drivea  him,  ioto^a^Conttiadt  of  Uiit 
Courts  Jw  cont'd  up  a  Spirit .  in  Ow^ShaM 
«££ux^«ui  d^Ppnce  a-dayj  that  oonftaim*  , 
Aniclc  the  Tipftaff  blind,  whenever  he  iiam 
oeftr  hita:  He.knew  the  intrinficlc'  V&lue'Of 
I^hft  and.  qnsrefolv'd.to.ftick  to  ifii  a&tfae 
foeeft-nay  to.giTQ  ike  Plaintifls  eBoogh  on^ti 
Atjd  by  tins  Expedient  our  good  MaAer.  had 
l9Qg  Wk'd  about}  at  his  Leifure,  cool,  «nd 
KKH[iaei«ed>  as  ai  Fox,  when  the  Hounds  were 
dnnvii  off,  aad  gone  home  from  him.  BoC 
sfkethff  I  am  ri^>  or  not  in  my  Conjet^uro^ 
ttitaifi  k  is,  thfit  this  clofe  Maftor  oSDrwj*' 
ifOWj  had  no  IncUaation  to  a  Umoo»  as  wiM 
■appear  by  the  Sequeh  ,  ! 

..  Str;70/in'^'39^%<&knewtoo,thattoinakea 
Unk)n  worth  his  while,  he  mull  not  feem  too 
jha%  icv  it,  he  therefore  found  himlelf  under 
ftNeeeflky,  in  the  mean  time,  of  kttiDjg'hift 
vhplc.  Theatrical  Farm  to  Toom  induftnaab 
ToMQl,  that  might  put  it  into  better  CoDditl< 
i<K>*  t  TJ^iS'  that  Crifift,  as  I  obferred,  in;  thfe 
Si^ik  iChapter,  when  the  Royal  Licence,  fyt 
«i^g;pyfty^£iitf..wa3judg'd  of  ib  littlo  Valuit, 
ilft{nQt;;tP:ha.v«'«ne  Suiter  for  it.  AttUttimK 
.■thfllii  dbe  .Mftfter  ftf  Dmry-^Lofic  happtnVl 
;t«i(^9eia  &rt:  of'  primiec  Agent,  in  his  Scago- 
Af&^k%.  thsl!  ifiCnVd  in  Appsarance  as  much 
^goyOHbth*  MftftcTj  aflthe  Mafter  himfcH'did 
SOiffJHwbk^'^xe:  Butthi/iPerfonwafiun- 
vr.-.  der 
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ier  no  Stiptriadon,  cm*  Sallaiy.  for  the  ScrvioB 
he  roider'd }  but  had  gradnallf  wnngbt  hkn^ 
ftlf  into  theMafter's  extraordihory  Coofidebce 
and  Tnift,  from  an  habitual  hxdatKyy  ftchenr^ 
fill  Humour,  and  an  indefetkjftUe  Titai  fat  im 
Intereft.  If  Ifhoaldfaither&r.  thattbisPerk' 
ion  hm  been  well  known  inauttioft  enrjMb* 
tropolis,  in  Ettrvpe ;  that  few  primtte  Men 
have>  with  fo  little  Reproach,  ran  thsou^ 
mote  Tarions  Turns  of  Fortane;  that,  on  iba 
wrong  fide  of  Three-fcore,  he  has  yet  the  open 
Spirit  of  a  hale  young  Fellow  of  five  andtwcn^ 
ty }  that  though  he  ftilt  chuffes  to  fpeak  what 
lie  thinks,  to  nis  beft  Friends,  with  tn  niid^ 
goi&'d  Freedom,  he  is,  notwithAandingaco^ 
taUe  to  many  Ferfons  of  the  firft  Rank,  add 
Condition;  that  any  oneof  them  (prondadhs 
likes  them)  may  now  fend  him,  for  thtor'Setb 
■vice,  to  Confiantint^U,  at  half  a  Day's  Warn* 
ingi  that  Time  has  not,  yet,  been  abbs  tonakie 
ft  vifible  Change  in  any  Part  of  him,  butthe  Co- 
lour of  his  Hair,  irom  a  fierce  coal-black,  to 
that  ofa  milder  milk-white:  Whenlhavetc^ 
ken  this  Liberty  with  him,  methinks  iecnmot 
be  taking  a  much  greater,  if  I  at  once  ikoirid 
^1  you,  that  this  Pcrfon  WM  Mr.  Owmtftnw^, 
and  that  it  was  to  him  Sir  yotn  f^Mimgki  ia 
this  Exigence  of  his  Theatrical  Affiurs,  nliule 
an  Offer  of  his  AAors,  under  (ach  Agrcemeibs ' 
t>fSallary,  as  might  be  made  with' tmmj  411^  ' 
of  his  Houfe,  Cloaths,  and  Scenes,  with  the 
Queen's  Licenfe  to  em^^oy  thorn,  upoA  Fa^ 
ment  of  only  the  cafual  R«ot  «f#eiF(}id*d», 
upon 
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Optoc^oryafixng  D^,  aod  qpttoexGeed7oo/. 
kt  the- Year.  Of  this  Fropoi^,  Mi.Smn^ 
defir'd  a  Day  or  two,  to  coiei^der }  for  how^ 
«ver  he  migjbtt  Uke  it.  he.  wojold  not  meddle  ia 
any  ibrt»  vUbont  the  Cphfqn^  and  Approba^ 
tial-(^  bis  Friend,  and  Pf^oii»  t^e  Mafter.of 
Ihhiry  Lane,  Having  givcfi  the.  Reafons  why 
this  Pstsoiiae  «w  averfe  to  a  Unioo,  it  satf 
wem  &em  Jflfs  s  Wopder,  why  he  viupediate- 
^Acoientcd  that  Smnty  iLould  take  the  i£i)b> 
Mv^.  Houfe,  &^.  and  ciHitinDe  that  Compaq 
nqrioa£tagiupfthjffit  but  the  real  Troth  wa^ 
tbathtt  had  a  txund  both  Companies  ihould  be 
ddndeftinoly.ander  one  and  the  iame  Intcreil^ 
and  yet  in  io  kofe  a  manner,  that  he  ought  do- 
cbre  his  Verbal.Agreement  with  S-wiTzey  good, 
oc  nuU,  and  void,  as  he  might  bed  find  hv 
AfiCQWit  in  eUbei:.  What  jiatter'd  him,  thait 
he  had.  this  wholfbm  Project,  and  Swiaey  tp 
rxeovio  it,  both  in  his  Pon)er,  was,  that,  ^ 
duB  time,  Swiney  happen'd  to  fUnd .  in  his 
fiooksi  Debtor  to  CaQi,  upwards  of  Two  JKui^- 
-doeil  :Pau)ds :  But  liere,  we  {hall  find,  hp 
*OMCrrated  his  Security.  Howevn-,  SwifKy  a^ 
.yet  isUoW'd  hifr  Onderst  be  took  the  Ht^ 
Market  Theatre,  and  had  &rther,  the  privaip 
.-ConftsM  of  thfi  'Patent^  to  take  £tch  of  his 
jA&arf'&saa  JOrtfry-Lane,  asuth^r  from.Iif- 
^iKitinai.4}r  DKcontont,  might  be  wUUog  to 
tooKneowniWihim,  in  i^Hay^li^arket.  The 
jMAf  cm  bftfllwie  lAExccption  (ff,  wi»a  myi<^: 
¥ai.  tfao'  hexAtti^y  dflpcpdcd  mpoa.  his  Sii^gw, 
-aadDtocecs^'ht.isi^  it  would  be  aeceiiary  tp 
'■'.:  ■!..  -  keep 
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keep  ibme  one  tderabte.  Adormthvluln»>)ditt- 
nlight  -cnible^'liiM  to 'Hit  dx>fe  Madkliteiw 
going.  Under  this  liimttatfOD;  ti£iiabtattM^ 
tdining  me,  Sm/tey  ktm'd-4aaiqmek^i4^ 
,  jiftsr'he  hsd  opcnM,  with  tbc  ia  joacrntodi 
CamiJany,  in  tbe-iirf-Mar/^t :  ilbs  Aftam. 
itet  csmt  to  faim  fcom  Dnry^Laiu;<  vutt. 

jbri,  Mn.  Oi^U,  Mrs.  A^ferV)  ai)di«iiK> jib«vl 
tidiers  of  left  note:  But  1  maft  hepCilet  yoS: 
know*  that  du8  Projedwas  ioraa'd,  aad|)iit 
in  Execotion,  ^1  ifl  very  k\rS>ttpf.  mi  thm 
Summer-Seafon,  when  no  Theatre  vVBffiopea^ 
To  all  which  I  was  entirely  a  Strangn^  i^mj^ 
at  thid  time  at  a  Gentleman's  hhxik'm^A^ 
eefierjUre^  fcribUiog,  if  I  mifiake  not,  dib 
Wifi'i  RefentmeaL  ,    ; .   .^j. 

>  ThefirftWordlheardofthisTmb&amv 
Vfis  hy  a  Letter  ^m  ^winey,  inviting  mcM 
Itaakc  One  in  the  H^Marktt  Comfon^; 
^om  he  hop'd  I  could  oot  bet  now  think 
tlie  ftf onger  I^rty.  fiat,  Iconft^,  I  vras«Dta 
Iktle  alarm 'd,  at  this  Revolution:  Fortl.cocU* 
fidiBf'd,  that  I  knew  q£  do  Ti£Uc  Fund  to  fiipft 
port  thefe  Adonr,  but  thur  cnm  •  fadaftiytjj ' 
that  dl  his  Recraits  from  DrttKyfLdrtevrtiaiA. 
want  new  Cloathing;  and  that' the  namtsft 
Itiduftry  would  be 'ahrayfi  laixniiiB^.DpJUHif 
tinder  fonecel£iryaa£xf»eiwfc,  fai^  iLfittwl 
jktion,  and  fo  inoonvcMent  a  tlraUrvj  .  IjIVW 

'  ilwa^  of  opinion  too,  xhan  id  dnn^ag-SUe^ 
in  inoft  Conditicns,  dipce  geoenlfy  wstt  did 

'  cOT«ed  Aferef  tinfere&ea  inconraiiaflpts(lhni 
'  yiiU>ie 
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if6bl«  AdntaagK ;  and  diat.it  vniift,~t^ae. 
wouklQlw&y&dSnK  fort-ftf.Mcuicre&iun  With; 
¥iMiaji,ibtf:\liAca)afiil.  ■  Upon  chcfeC:9ii-. 
flUral»0li^J[iMKnl]ntl»flkAil  fbr.ttM  P^r^- 
itndiiiaeh  6iDm  (ha  ^^-Aforiiirf,  without  SIX 
CBptfag  tiwibv.'flnd  flxui  atftiaiisime  to.  Ifowq^ 
t«iinnlstke:s|M  tigae  «f' their  hcgfqnivgtfi 
aOi^ta  aCiinay.$<rvjce  ,la.'aa>  ol4  Ma<(cr.  £u|li 
MiiiMl.iiuih'C<lniMny  fartbiim'd,  that.it  irilA 
di>»ffeiA|itlii%mICi  to  brii)g,Kiy;Cine  t9Mm« 
liliif%  np<iaahp.S<tee.;  roWbwi  J«ik'44)iW 
iitereivRte>l»»<A<£twai  wd.'ia  «ha(.4iwm«c 
faeinten^^ts  jscoccod j  h«  rc^yMi  D«(.t.j(n 
tnakk  ytmftff^, .  ami  dmtg,  an^  nijbt^.jm. 
Hethea-ledotoahout'aU  the  ^yrplfceiitvAhq 
UauCSi  indfliiite'd  ine.fi^'l>t^eBack-^«9i<, 
dark Clorcu, ai^ nuiDwPaStgff \  io; Ahsn* 
tiaos  and  C0ntz^va9oes  of  ^which  kind  .he  had 
teficd  hia 'Head,  raoftyait  pf,  the  Vacatisai 
£nr  he  was  iearce  ever,  witbW-ionie  ootftbjq 
Jb)liier,.or'jiBricklayer  extraqrdjnary,  in.pa% 
ibrmmty-Yflan,  .And there ^efo many od4 
pb&uie  FUces  abeut  a  Theatn,  :that  his  Ge; 
ailUi  i»  Nook-building  was  never  out  of  £mt 
pfcoyineut;  jior  could  the  moft  vaill-jtrad^ 
AlHfaor,;bei  more  deaf  to  an  Intnruptiqii  i<; 
Ifcckiiig'faia.Wte^s,  than-fi^r  wife  Maitcr  wiWf 
tdUfeeutectaining  mewich  theintprovemfnt; 
fariiitid  naadc'in.  his  iavifiUe  ^rchite^hifoj  ,a}) 
Ddiich,  withonf  thinking,  any  one  Part  of  it 
auk&sy ;  iho*  1  leem'd-4e  ^porovej  I  eouid 
nbt  help,  oov  and  then,  bfcaking  in,  upoii 
lutiDciiriit,-  with  the  imicwncntQiKfiian  of 
.»       ■  .— B|(< 
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— B»l,  Mtfiir,  vitn nn  ymrytOtMHaft 
it  fecins  I  hiid'tiksatwianrtinieifetsliisj^ 
of  Enquiry;  his  Haad  vmiPMll  of  iDfilttliWoF 
more  moment  (and,  w  jroa  A*))!  >wn  to  ttsajk 
fihocfaer  tintie  fer  an  Anfwttr  ;  A  Vdry-faoMAft 
Condition  I  foandcnjifelf  in,  under 'dwOUK' 
ta&  of  fo  profouHda  Vetthe^bj  andifooMil)' 
derate  a  Mafter  I  Bnt,  )0  fpedc  of  hhn  ttAi- 
oufly,  and  to  account  fbf  thuDiliiegardloM 
ASim,  his  Notion  was,  diat  Siitgliig,  iMi 
Dancing,  or  any  foit-of  Exeifidc' luwnalHrl 
meiits,  would  nialce '  an  ordinK^'  CoMtMfiy  -df 
AAors  too  hard,  for  the  beft  8ti,  wmiiul 
only  plain  Inlays  -to  Ibbfift  ok.  N9«i,  thoogll 
1  am  afraid  too  much  might  Wfitfdrin  &toiit 
of  this  Opinion,  yet  I-thoagIn  he  iiid  met* 
Sttvfs  upon  that  fett  «f  Mdrnj^lian  it  nasld 
bear;  as  I  diere&re  fewld  n^dfof  ibllaU 
Valftewith  Um,  I  couMndt  hdp&lriirgii 
HtlSe  more  upon  myfelf,-  and-Was  refolv'd'f6 
cohie  to  a  (hort  Explanacioil  whh  him.  X  oM 
him,  1  came  to  ftrve-bim,  aca  tiiy»','W<heil 
tnahy  Of  his  {iea  A£brs  hsd-  deOrted  faiM) 
thit  he  might  now  hate  the  Refeliloftne)  bw 
I  asiM  not  ailbrd  to  catty  the  CompHiiKmiA 
'  fir,'  as  to  leffen  my  Iac6ine  byit<j  ^tJ>tUwe> 
fbre  expefied,  after  my  caluat  Pa^to  bdadt 
valiced,  or  the=Paymeht  of  myi^ftler  ^aHavf 
made  certain,  for,  as  many  Days,  as  Wd'lSM 
afted  the  Yeat  iieforc.-^^o;  be  #as  not  j***- 
ting  to  alter  US' former  Method ;  but  I-night 
chafe  whatever  Pins  I  had  a  MiHtl  -to  ■R,'«f 
dieirs  who  Iiadleft  him.  When  I  found  bicri, 
I  as 
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CitLtzV  ClBB^&R.  •$yt 
ml  4m^t»  <fe  in&ofible,  or  impregruUp^I 
iM^'d  gvaT^yinhis^Facc,  and  flold  bimt—He 
knew  upon  wha^Xerms,  I'Waa.wiIling.to.fi:tv9 
hksai  -and  tticktay  Imw.  By  this  tune,  tfac 
If^Miriet  Compuxy  had  begua  aOJoQ,  to 
An^unocB  ^^inietfaiag  better  than  uiual;  and 
ipno4llvpaidtbarfuUSallariee,,aBIcffi&gt}w|r  - 
had  net  fdti  in  finn£  Years,  ki  either  HQnft 
btforo.  UfKmthk>Sacce&,  ^wrsrjrprels'dtfatf 
]^«teocce  to^execBte  the  Articles :th^hMi  m 
3rct  t)B3y  trakahf  agtced  on',  Which  ^i^«m,  i» 
SpbAaBce,  That^^'m))  fliould  take  ^ei/4^ 
$fyrJ^ii<]fA  ia  his  owq  Name,  and  hwip 
]«>]ietA^ors)ieth«agbtDec«ffi>)rfiom  JOmayt 
StMMt  aiidaftes^iPa]rmeiit8|iaiiduaUyii)«d(% 
tbe  Profits  fltottld  be  equally  dfrided  betiVww 
tlt«^  two  Uodertaker^  ■'Bat.{okt[iasiA:SutA 
KafhnelawasaFaalt,  that  had  never  yet  been 
imputed  to  the  Patentee;  certain  Payments 
were  Methods  he  had  not  of  a  long,  long  time 
been  us'd  to  i  that  Point  ilill  wanted  time  for 
Confider^ion.  .But  ^wi's^  was  as  faafly,  at 
the  other  was  How,  and  was  rcfolv'd  to  know 
what  he  had  tp  trull  to,  before  they  parted  j 
and  to  keep  him  the  <\o{^,  to  liis  Bargain, 
hfiitooA  upon  hisRight  of  having  Me  added 
to  that  Company,  if  Iwas  willing  to  ctxne  in- 
to it.  But  wis  was  a  Point  as  abfblutely  re- 
&9-d.4n  one  fide,  as  infifted  on,  on  the  otlieo 
Itk  this  Ccxiteft,  high  Wwds  w^e  exchang'd 
Ob  bo^  fides,  'till,  in  the  End,  this  their  laft 
nivdte  Meeting  came  to  an  open  Rupture: 
SMt'bo&re  it  was  publickly  luiowj^  Smnty, 

by 
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by  £urly  letting  me  into  the  whole  Tranfac-i 
tion,  took  cfFe<^uaI  means  to  fecure  me  in  his 
Intcreft.  .  When  the  Myftery  of  the  Paten- 
tec's  Indifference  to  me  was  unfolded,  and  that 
his  {lighting  me,  was  owing  to  the  Security 
be  rely'd  on,  ofSwituy's  not.  daring  to  engage 
me,  I'  could  have,  no  further  Debate  wi^  my 
i^f,  which  fide  of  .the  Que£tioD  I  fliould  ad- 
here to.  To  conclude,  I  ^^reedfifi  two  Words, 
to  a£t  with  Snainey;  and  from  this  time,  eveiy 
Change  that  happen'd  in  the  Theatrical  Go- 
vernment, Was  a  nearer  Step  to  that  twenty 
Years  of  Profperity,  which  Aitors,  under  the 
Menagement  of  Adors,  not  long  afterwards, 
enjoy'd.  What  was  the  immediate  Conie- 
quence  of  this  lad  Defertion  from  Drury~ 
LarUt  ihall  be  the  Subjed  of  another  Chapter. 


C  Ji  A  P. 
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C      H      A      P.         X; 

^  recruited  ASiors^  in  the  Hay-Markct,  ett* 

.  c^trOg'd  by.  a  Subfcription.     Drury-Lane^ 

Wider  a  particular  Management.    The  Power 

^  a  iM'd-Cbamberlain,    over  the  Theatresi 

am/ider'd.    How  it  bad  been  formerly  exer-* 

■   ci^di     A  Di$re^on  to  Tragick  Authors, 

HAVING  fhewn  the  particular  Con-» 
dudt  of  the  Patentee,* in  reiufing  fo 
fak  an  Oppwtunity  of  fecuring  to  himfelf 
both  Companies,  under  his  fole  Power,  and 
Initereft ;  I  fiiall  now  lead  the  Reader,  alter 
a  (hort  View  of  what  pafs'd  in  this  new 
i;ftabliflm»ent  of  the  Hay-Market  Theatre, 
to  the  Accidents,  that  the  Year  following, 
compeli'd  the  fame  Patentee,  to  receive  both 
Companies,  united,  into  the  Drury-Lane 
Theatre,  notwithitandihg  his  Di&nclination  to 
it* 

It  mayi  now,  be  jmagin'd,  that  fuch  a  De- 
tachment ^  of  Ailors  from  Drury-Lane^  could 
not  but  give  a  new  Spirit  to  thofe  in  the  Hay- 
Market  }  not  only  by  enabling  them  to  ad: 
each  othsrs  Plays  to  better  Advantage }  but  by 
an  emulous  Induilry,  which  had  lain  too  long 
inaifkive  among  them,  and  without  which  the/ 
plainly  faw,  they  could  not  be  furc  of  Subli^ 
.  tance.  Plays,  by  this  means,  began  to  recover 
T    .  a  good 
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a  good  Share  of  their  former  Eftcem,  and  Fa^ 
vour ;  and  the  Profits  of  them,  in  about  a 
Month,  enabled  our  new  Manager  to  difciiarge 
his  Debt  (of  fomcthing  more  than  Two  hun- 
<fred  Pounds)  to  his  old  Friend  the  Patentee  ;, 
who  had  now  left  him,  and  his  Troop,  in 
truft,  to  fight  their  own  Battles.  The  great- 
eft  Inconvenience  they  ftill  laboured  under, 
was  the  immoderate  Widenefs  of  their  Houfe  > 
in  which,  as  I  have  obferv'd,.  the  Difficulty  of 
Hearing,  may  be  faid  to  have  bury'd  half  the 
Auditors  Entertainment.  This  Defe<fl  icem'd 
evident,  fi-om  the  muth  better  Reception  fe- 
veral  new  Pky«  (firft  aftcd  there)  met  with- 
when  they  afterwards  came  to  be  play'd  by  the 
fime  Adtore,  in  Drury-Lane ,-  Of  this  Number 
were  the  Stratagem^  and  the  Wife's  Refeniment  j. 
to  which  I  may  add,  the  Double  Gallant.  Thi> 
laft  was  a  Play  made  up  of  what  little  was  to- 
lerable, in  two,  or  three  others,  that  had  no- 
Succefs,  and  were  laid  afide,  as  fo  much  Poe- 
tical Lumber  j  but  by  coUeding  and  adapting- 
the  beft  Parts  of  them  all,  into  one  Play,  the 
Double  Gallant  has  had  a  Place,  every  Winter, 
aiftongft  the  i*ubUck  Entertainments,  thcfe 
Thirty  Years.  As  1  was  only  the  Compiler  of 
this  Piece,  I  did  not  publifli  it  in  my  own 
Name ;  but  as  my  having  but  a  Hand  in  it,  could 
not  be  long  a  Secret,  I  have  been  ofcen  treated 
as  a  Plagiary  oh  that  Account :  Not  that  I 
think  1  have  any  right  to  complain,  of  what- 
ever would  detradl  fi-om  the  Merit  of  that  fort 
of  Labour,  yet,  a  Cobler  may  be  allow'd  to  be 
ufefiil,  . 
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iifcfiil,  though  he  is  not.  femous :  A04' J  ^ope 
a  Man  is  not  bkmeablc  for  doing  a  little  Good, 
tho'  he  canngt  do  as  much  as  another  ?  But 

fo  it  is 't'woperiny  Criticks  muft  live,  ad 

^ell  as  Eighteenpenny  Authors ! 

While  the  Stage  was  thus  recovering  its  for- 
iner  Strength,  a  more  honourable  Mark  of  Fa- 
vour was  fhewri  to  it,  than  it  was  ever  known 
fcdfore,  or  fince,  ia  havc'receiv'd;  The,  thcn^ 
"Lord  IJallf/aXt  was  not  only  the  Pation  of  the 
Men  of  Genius  of  this  Time,  but  had  Rkewifea 
generous  Concern  for  the  Reputation,  and  Prof- 
ptrity  of  the  Theatre,  from  whence  tlie  moft 
elegant  Dratnatick  Labours  of  the  Learned,  he 
knew,  had  often  fhone  in  their  brightcft  Lu^e; 
A  Propofal  therefore  was  drawn  up,  and  ad- 
drefled  to  fhat  Noble  Lord,  for  his  Approbai 
tion,  and  AlTiftance,  to  raife  a  publick  Sub- 
fcription  for  Reviving  Three  Plays  of  the  beft 
Authors,  with  the  full  Strength  of  the  Com- 
panjr  J  evefy  Subfcriber  to  have  Three  Tickets* 
for  the  firit  Day  of  each  Play,  for  Jiis  finglc 
Payment  of  Three  Guineas.  This  Sutfcripti- 
On  his  Lordlhip  fo  zealoufly  encouraged,  that 
*  from  his  Recommendation  chiefly,  in  a  very 
little  time,  it  was  compleated.  The  Plays  were 
yuliui  Ceefar  of  Skakejpear ;  the  King  and  no  ■ 
King' oi  Fletcher ;  and  the  Comic  Scenes  of 
Dryden's  Marriage  a  la  mode^  and  of  his  Maid- 
en ^een  put  together,  for  it  was  judg'd,  that 
as  thefe  comic  Epifodes  were  utterly  indepen- 
dent of  the  ferious  Scenes,  they  wf  re  original- 
ly written  to,  they  might  on  this  cccafion  be 
T  2  ,-    as 
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as  well  Epifodcs  either  to  the  other,  an*  fo 
make  up  five  livelier  Afts  between  thenj:  At 
leaft  the  Project:  fo  well  fucceeded,  that  thofc 
comic  Parts'  have  never  fince,  been  replaced, 
bot  were  continueJ  to  ^c  jointly  aded,  as  one 
Play,  fevcral  Years  after. 

By  the  Aid  of  this  Subfcription^  whict.  haf:- 
pen'd  in  1707,  and  by  the  additional  Strength, 
and  Induftry,  oF  this  Company,,  not  only  the 
Adtors,  (fevcral  of  which  were  handfomely 
advanc'd,  in  their  Salaries)  were  duly  paid, 
but  the  Manager  himfelf  too,  at  the  Foot  of 
his  Account,  flood  a  conHderable  Gainer.,  • 

At  the  fame  time  the  Patentee  of  Drury-Lajte 
"went  on  in  his  ufual  Method  of  paying  extras 
ordinary  Prices  to  Singers,  Dancers,  and  other 
exotick  Performers,,  which  were  as  conftantfy 
dedufled  out  of  the  finHng  Salaries  of  his  Ac- 
tors: *Tls  true,  his  A-ftors,  perhaps,  might 
■hot  defcrve  much  more  than  Be  guve  them  j 
yet,  by  what  I  have  related,,  it  is  plain  he 
chofe  not  to  be  troubled,  with  fuch,  as  vifibly  ha^ 
deferv'd  more  :  For  it  feems  he  had  not  pur- 
chas'd  his  Share  of  the  Patent,  to  mend  the 
Stage,  but  to  make  Money  of  it :  And  to 
feyTnilh,  hisSenfcofeverythingtobe  Chewn 
there,  was  much  upon  a  Level,  with  the  Tafte 
of  the  Multitude,  whofc  Opinion,  and  whofc 
Money  weigh'd  with  him  full  as  much,  a» 
that  of  the  bcft  Judges.  His  Point  was  tO' 
pleafe  the  Majority,  who,  could"  more  eafily 
comprehend  any  thing  they  faw,  than  the 
■  daintieft  things,  that  could  'be  iaid  to  them. 

But 
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But  in  this  Notion  he  kept  no  medium }  Sx 
in  my  Memory,  he  carry'd  it  fo  far,  that  he 
was  (Icane  few  Years  before  this  time)  adtualljr 
dealing  for  an  extraordinary  iine  Elephant, 
at  acertain  Sian,  for  every  Day  he  might  think 
£t  to  Ihew  the  uadtable  Genius  of  that  vaft 
quiet  Creature,  in  any  Play  or  Farce,  in  the 
Theatre  (then  ftanding).in  Dor  let-Garden.  But 
from  the  Jealoufy,  which  f®  formidable  a  Ri- 
val had  rais'd  m  his  DaBccrs,  and  by  his  Bricks 
layer's  afliiring  him,  that  if  the  Walls  were 
ta  be  open'd  wide  enough  for  its  Entranoe,  it 
might  entknger  the  &11  of  the  Houle,  he  gave 
.up  .his  PtQJedl,  and  with  it,  fo  hopefiil  a  Pro^ 
ipe^  of  ^making  the  Receipts  of  the  Stage  run 
highcr'than^aU  the  Wit,  wid  Force  of  the  beft 
\Vriters  had  ever  yet  rais'd  them  <o. 

^bou,t  the  fame  tiqw  of  his  being  under 
thisX>if?ppointment,  he  put  in  PratSice  another 
Project  of  ^as  a«v,  though  not  of  fo  bold  a 
Nature  ^  which  was  his ,  introducing  a  Set  of 
Kope-dancere,  into  the  fame  Theatre ;  iot  the 
foft  Day  of  whofe  Performance,  he  had  given 
out  ibme  Play  in  which  ).  had  a  material  Part ; 
But  I  was .  hardy  enough  to  go  into  the  Pit^ 
and  acquaint  the  Spe<S^ators  near  me,  that  I 
hop'd,  they  would  not  think  it  a  Mark  of  my 
Difrefpec^  to  them,  if  I  declin'd  adting  upon 
any  St^e,  that  was  brought  to  fo  tow  a  Di& 
grace,  as  ours  was  like  to  be  by  that  Day's 
Entertainment,  My  Excufe  was  fo  well  taken, 
that  I  never  after  found  any  ill  Confequences, 
Qr  heard  of  the  leaft  Difapprobation  of  it :  And 
~  the 
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^78         rhe    t  1  f  ^    of 

fhe  whole  Body  of  Adoi's  too,  proteftiog  a- 
gainft  juch  an  Abufe  oi  their  Frofe&lon,  o^r 
cautious  Mafter.was  top  aouch  alarm'd,  aoi 
|ntiinidate4  ^  r^icat  it. 

Aitf7  what  I  have&id,  it  yti^  be  ncvvon- 
4er,  that  all  due  Regards  to  the  oc^iaal  Uie^ 
and  Xol^tion  of  the  St^c  Oiould  be>att«- 
ly  loA  or  negleded :  Not  was  the  Conduit:  of 
this  Manner  eafily  -  to  be ,  al^rSd,  while  he 
had  found  the  Secret  xif  making  Money  put  of 
Diforder  and  Cpniiiiion  :  ^For  however  flran^ 
it  may  ieem,  I  have  often  oblerv'dhini;incIiQ'4 
^  be  chccriiil  in  the  Diftrcffes  of  his  The&trir 
cal  A:?airs,  and  equity  relerv'd  and  penfive, 
when  they  went  imoothly  forward  with  a  vi-r 
fibte  Profit.  Upon  a  Run  of  good  AudienceSj 
he  was  more  frighted  to  be  thought  a  pauutf^ 
which  plight  make  him  accountable  tP.  c^ers, 
than  he  was  dcjeded  with  bad  Hou&Sj  "whidi 
fttworft,  he.  knew  wpuld  make  others  accoimt- 
bletohiin:  And  as,  lipon  a  onodettLte  Com-r 
putatipDi  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  cchi* 
tefted  Accounts  of  a  tweti^  Year's  Wear,  an4 
llear^  in  a  Play-houfe^-coald  be  £urly  adjuftr 
led  by  ^  Mafler  in  Chancery,  undo:  -  fbui'-fcpre 
Yearn  npore,  it  will  be  no  Surprize,  that  by  the 
'  Neglcit,  or  rather  the  Difcretion  of  other  Pro- 
prietors, jn -not  throwing  aiwaygoodMoi^ey  a^ 
ter  bad,  thie  Hero'  of  a  Manager,  whp  ^ono 
fiipported  the  War,  flaould  in  time  fo  iprdfy 
bimfelf  by  £>elay,  and  fo  tire  his  Enemies,  thtUi 
be  became  fole  Monuch  of  his  Theatrical  Envr 
pire,  and  Icit  the  ^uiet  Pol&ffion  of  it,  to  his 
Suoce^ors,  If 
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If  thefs  Fai^  ieem  fo  trivial  for  the  Atten- 
-tioti  of  a  lenGble  Reader,  let  it  foe  confider'd; 
that  tfaey  are  not'ch6fen  Fictions,  to  entertain^ 
but  Truths  neccfiary  to  hform  him,  under 
^lat  ]oW  Shifts,  and  JDrfgraces,  what  Difor- 
ders  ^nd  Revolutions  the  Scage  labour'd,  before 
it  could  Tccovtr  that  Strength,  and  Reputation; 
wherewith  it  begati  to  flourifti,  towards  th<! 
latter  End' erf  Qaeen  }4nne's  Reign  ;  and  which 
atcdnfinoed  to  enjoy,  for  a  Courfc  of  twenty 
Ydars  following.  But  let  U3  refume  our  Ac- 
jcttWW'CRf  thfc- new  Settlement,    in  the  JTajm 

id'tnity  he  *  natural  C^eftion,  tthy  the 
A^ftOfs,'  whom  J?««fl^  brought  over  to  his  Uti- 
■derwiting,  in  the  Bay-I^fyriet,  wduld  tic  them- 
felvec  down  >to  Ihn^ed  Sabiri»  >  fer  though 
iic,  aSfhtil-  Manager,  was  obliged  to'make  them' 
4:eittiiir  Parents,  it  was  not  certain  that  the- 
Receipts  would  enable  him  to  do  it ;  and  firice 
their  t^n  Indt^ftry  ^f/Hs  the  only  vifiMe  Fund' 
they  hftd  to  depend  upon,  why  would  they  nor,* 
fat  chat  Reafon,  infift  u|>on  their  beirfg  Sharers 
as  Wett  of  p6ffiblt  Ptofite,  as  Lofles  ?  How' 
■^  in  this  Point,  they  afted  right,  or  wrong,' 
will  appe^  &ota  the  following  State  of  then-' 

It  ttraft  fifft  be  confider'd,  that  this  Scheme 
of  theit  Defertion,  Was  all  concerted,  and  put" 
in'EjWeutiortin  a  Week's  Time,  which  fhort' 
Warning  might  make  them  overlook  that  Cir-  ■ 
camftance,  and  the  fuddcri  Prolpeft  of  being 
^  46Uver'd  from  having  feldom  njore^  than  half 
T  4  their 
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,  thw*  P«7»  WftS:  a  GoDbaiCmeDt  that:  had  hsnnd* 
,«d  all  tbfir  &rthcr  Vie^vis.  Befide^  ^  then 
.o3uldJ)e:D]9  room  to  doubt,  of  their  receifiiig 
theof  &11  Pay,  previoufr  to  any  Profits,  that 
might  be  reap'd  by  their  Labour^  andas  tfacy 
had  no  gr«ftt  Reafon  to  apprehend  tha&iRrodtB 
could  exceed  their  rtTpeftive  Salaries,  fo  far 
as  to  make  them  rqtine  at  them,  they  might 
think  it  but  cfsaTopabl^  to  let  the. Chance  of 
any  extraordinary  Gain  be  on  the  Side  c£  their 
L»der,  and  Director.  But  iartlier,  as  this 
Scheme  h^  the  Approbation,  of  the  Oourt^ 
tbefe  AQots,  in  reality,  had  it  not  intheii 
Power  to  alter  any  Part  oi.it  i  And  what. in- 
dtiped  the  Court-to  encourage  it,  -  'vtras,  that  h^ 
having  the  Theatre,  and  its  Manager  more 
immediately  dependent  oa  the  Power  of  the 
Lc^dChamberlajn,  it  vras  not  doubted.hot  the 
$t9ge  would  be  reco*¥r'd  into  iiich  a  Rqmfa- 
tjoui  as  might  now  do  Honour,  to  that  ab£b-ti 
Ipte  Command,  which  the  Cour^  or  its  Offi- 
ces /eem'd  always  fond  of  having  over  it 

Here,  to  &c  the  Cooditution  of  the  Stage' 
in,  a  clearer  Light,  it  may  not  be  ami&,  to  iodc. 
l^k  a  little  on  the  Power  of  a  Lord  Chath-  ■ 
bcKl^Hv  ^hif^lii  as  may  have  bpen  pb&rv'd,  in.^ 
aU  Changes  of  the  Theatrical  Government;  < 
Im  been  the  aiain  Spring  without  which  no . 
Sf;heme.  of  what  kind  foever,  could  be  &t  ia  I 
Motion.  My  Inipnt  is  tiot  to  squire  how  &r,,i 
by  Law,  this  Powo*  has  been  limited, .  6r  ck-l  • 
tended  }  but  merely  as  an  Hiftorian,  to  rclatt 
f  aCts,  to  gratify  the  ^urioMSj  ^4  t^  ***"^ 
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{hem  to  their  own  Kefleakms^:  Thift,  too,  I 
em.  the  mix-e  inclined  to,  bccaufa  there  is  no 
oae  :  CkcimftaiKe;  ■  ■  which' has  afieded  the 
fyagd  Kchttrein  {o  maay'Gpe^taXois,  fi-cnn  thoffe 
cf  £e  higbeil  Rank^  to  the  Vulgat;,  have  feeih'd 
okve.pafitivcly  knowing;  «r  lefs  tnfofm'd  in.  ^ 
Though  in  all  the  Letters  Patent;  'for  &34flg 
Playfii  &c.  fiDcc  King  <26tf«'rt  the  i^r^'s  TIm«, 
dMre-hosbeen  no  mention  of  thit  Lbrd  Chatn> 
bcrialn,  or  of  any  Stibordination  to  his  Com* 
mandi  or  Authority— —yet  it  was  ftiJI  takieh 
fiv' gtaoted,  that  no  Letten  Patent,  by  the 
bare  (hniHrnn  of  fach  a  great  Office's  Nam^ 
couU  have,  fuperfeded,  or  taken  out  of  hit 
{^tids^  that  Power,  which  Time  oiit  of  Mind; 
he  -  always  had  exercifed  over  the  Theatre; 
The  common  rOpitiions  then  abroad  were^ 
that  if  the  ^Profeffion  ;of  Acflors  was  nnlawfiil; 
k  w«s;not  in  the  Power  of  the  C^own  fo  licenfe 
k  (  and,  if  it  were^not  unUwful,  it  ought  tol 
be  Iree,  and  iodepdndent,  as  otheir  Profdlions ;' 
and  ttnt' a  Patent  to  cxercife  it,  was  only  ait 
honorary  Pavonr,  from  the  Crown^  to  give  it 
a.betterGrace  of  Recommendation  to  the  Pub-> 
Uok.  .L  But  as  the  Truth  of  this  Queftiohftcm'd' 
tabs  wrapt  in  a  ^oat  deal  ^Oblcurity,  in-tbe- 
okL  JLaws  made  in  fermer  Reigns,  relating  to' 
Playeite,  &c.  it  may  be  no  Wonder,  that  tb»- 
faoft  Companies  of  Adovs  (tould  be  defirous  of- 
taking  Shdter  under  the  vjfible  Power  of  a^ 
LottI  Chamberlain,  who  they  knew  had,  at 
his  Pieafure,-  &vonred,  and  prote<fted,  or  bom 
h^rd  upon  th^ :  fiut  be  all  this  as  it  may,  a 
.r  ■  tord 
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.Lord  Chamba:UIa.  (fr(»ii  wfasnceibeverildi 
.Povtei:  might,  be  derived),  had,  till  of  laiar 
-Yeats*  bad  ahrays  an  implicit-  Qbedieooe  pud 
tott:  I  (hall  now :g)ve forac few itt&ance^'  ia 
V^i!tat>ni8nflq:  iC-Was  oxeeciied. 

.WhaS  appeat'd  tO' bo  raoft  reafonably,  cndcr 
his  Cognizance,  .wzs  tbe  .linoifiog,  or  refiifing 
jiew  Playa,'  or  Oxikiog  out  what  might'bfe 
thought  ofienfiye,  in  'them :  -Which.  ?ixymot 
hsd  beea,  for  .nsany  Years;  affi^ild  to  his'  ia- 
iiptlox  .OgtccT/  the  MaiioE-  <(i£.the  fi.evel&j:yet 
!was  not  .this  Liccnfoirrevocahle  j  for  fcreeai 
Plays,  though  'O^ted  by  thabPauniflion,  had 
^n  .filcac^..  eiierwardk'  .iTheifirft:  .IiilUncft 
pf  this  .kind,  that  c(ahiDfH]^iame.h2E.ddivcT'd 
dowo.to  us,  is.  that  .of  the  Maid'i  Iragetiy  of 
peawonf  9hd  iH^^m^imhi^iivaB^. forbid  ia  - 
Kjpg  Owks'thc  Se^d'j  .Time,'  hy  ran  Onler 
£"01X1  the  Lord  Chamberlaio. '  £br  -  what  Rea-^ 
£)n  this  Intocdi&ion  was  laid  upon  k,  the 
I'oiiticks  of  ihbfo  Days,  ha.ve  only  left  us  fio 
gt^eif.  Some  ifaid^  ^t  the  killing  of  i^ 
Kiog*  in  that  Flay,  while  the  tragical  Death: 
of  King  Ofarkj  the  Fir^,  was  -then  fo  frelh 
ifi  People's  Memory,  was  an  Ol^cd  too  hob- 
rjtAyi, impious,  for  a  pubtick  (^tertainmenc 
'W-hfrt  makes  this  Conj^fhire  &em  to  fa£tTe  ibtitc' ' 
SoundatioQ,  ia.that  die  celebrated /J^/Sir,  ia- ' 
Cpns^limeiDt  to  that  Court,  altei'd  the  lad:  A& 
of  this  Play  (which  is  printed  at  the  End  of 
lliiS  Works)  9itd  gave  it  a  .new  CataftrOfiAs, : 
therein  tjic  Life  of  the  King  is  loj^y  feved^ 
and  the  Lady's  Matter  made  up,  with  a  lo&. 
terrible 
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Iprible  RqjaratiQH.  Others  haye  given  but^ 
tfaat.a  rq^tnting  MiHrels,  in  a  romantick  Ret- 
rCBge  of  her  Dhhonour,  kiUiog  the  King,  ii^ 
the  very  Bed  be  cxpe^ed  Jier  to  cdsnc  intoy 
tras  ihewiag  a  too  ^ogerous  Example  toothor 
Evadaes,  then  ihiniug  at  Coort,  xnthcTuBa 
j(ank  of.  royal  Diflio&ioil  ^  ffho,  if  ever  their 
Conferences  .ihould  have  run  equalbj^  mad/ 
nj^t  have  had  freqnenc  Opportonides  0^  put-* 
tiog  tho  £K|uatioa  of  thdr  Frailtj,  into  ths 
jUke  Execution.  But  this  I  doubt  is  too  dosp 
a  Speculation^  tu-  too  ludiorous  a  Reaibi^  ta 
be  relied  on -^  It  being  well  ■  known,  that  the 
^l^adies  thei):in' favour,  were  not  ib  nice,  in  djdc 
Notforu,-a5  to  think  tfaeir  Pr^iacsacax  thcw 
pilhonour,  or  their  Lover  a  Tyrant :  Befide^ 
that  eefjr  *  Mbnareh  loved  Iiis  Jlo&s,  witht}uC 
Thorns  ;.no&  do  we  hear,  chat  he  muchchofe^ 
ta.be  hinaifelf  the  firfi  Galharar  of  diem.  ■  ■  .'. 
■  -The  Ludm  ymiurBrutttt  4>iNaf.  Z^*t,  wiaiv 
mthe  fame  Rjeign,  fiienced afttfr  tbe third  Da^ 
.ofa^ing  i^;. 'it  being  objefiai, .  that  the.  Plao/ 
and  Seotioiest&of  it  had  too  boldly  Vindicated*- 
and-migbt  anflanie  repablicaff  Principles: 

-A  Proiogoe'  (by  Dfydtn)  to  ihe  Profbettfij- 
wa^  ibrbid  by  tbe -Lord  BorfU,  afc^r  thd  ^Ar 
Day  ofitsbexn^  fpoken.Tlus  happened  wben.- 
King '  Uiiiiitm  vns  profecuting  tjw  War,  iv 
Jr^ond.  It  mnft  be  confeft'd,  that  this  Pro- 
logue had  fome  ^£uniliar,  metaphorical  Sneers, 
at  the  Rdvok'tion  itfetf ;  and  as  the  Poetiy  06 
M  was- good,  *iw  C^noe  of  it  was  Ids  par- 
jdonablc,  '  - 
"The 
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The  Tragedy  of  JWary  Queen  of  ScothiRd, 
had  been  offer'd  to  tlie  Stage  twenty  Years 
before  it  was  aisled:  But  irom  the.prpfi^iad 
Penetration  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revcl^,  who 
&w  political  Spectres  in  it,  that  never  appear'd 
in  the  PrefentatioD,  it  had  lain,  fo  long  upon 
the-  Hands  of  the  Author  ^  who  had  at  kft, 
the  good  Fortune  to  prevail  with  a  Nobleman, 
to  Svour  his  Petition  to  Queen  u^jme^  for 
Permiflibn  to  have  it  aftcd  :  The  Qu^a  bad 
the  Goodoefs  to  refer  the  Merij:  of  his  Play, 
to  the  Opinion  of  that  nobk  Perfon»  although 
he  was  not  her  Maje%'s  Lord  Qhamberlain  ; 
upon  whofc  Report  of  it  being  every  way,  an 
innocent  Piece,  it  was  ibon  after  ai3:ed  with 
Success. 

Reader,  by  your  Leave— 1 1  will  but  juil 

jpeak  a  Word,  or  two  to  any  Authcn*,  that 
ha&not  yet  writ  one  Line  of  his:  next  Play, 

and  then  I  wilt  come  to  my  Point  lagaln 

What  I  would  lay  to  him,  ^  this.  Sir,  before 
you  iet  Pen  to  P^xr,^  think  well,  -and  prin- 
cipally of  your  DefigD,  at  chief  adion,  to- 
wards which  every  Line  you  write  ought  to. 
be  drawn,  as  to  its  Centre  :  If  we  can  iay  of 
your  fineft  Sentiments,  This,  or  That  mighr 
be  }is&.  out  without  maiming  the  Story  you 
wbujd'tell  BS,  depend  upon  it,  that  fine  thtng^ 
is  faid  in  a  wrong  Place ;  and  though  you 
may  urge,  that  a  bright  Thought  is  not  to 
be  relied,  you  will  not  be  able  to  ddny, 
diat  thofe  very  .6ne  Lines  WQvId  be  much 
finer,  if  you  could  find  a  proper  Occafion  for  ■ 
them: 
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them  :  OthcVwife  you  will  be  thought  to 
takd  lefs  Advice  fi-om  Arifiotk,  or  Horace^  than 
;from  Poet  Bayi  in  the  ^hear/af,  who  very 

llnirtly  fays ffliat  the  Devil  is  the  Plbt 

good/or^  out  to  bring  in  fine  Things  ?  Compli- 
ment the  Taftc  of  your  Hearefs,  as  mi^h  as 
yon  plcafe  with  t^em,  provided  they  belong 
to  yourSubjcft,  but  don't,  like  a  dalntyPreacher, 
who  has  his  Eye  mote  upon '  this  World,  thaa 
the  next,  leave  your  Text  for  them.  When 
your  Fable  is  good,  every  Part  of  ic  will  coft 
^cu  much  lefs  Labour,  to  keep  your  Narra- 
tion alive,  than  you  will  be  forced  to  beftow 
upoa  thoie  elegant  Difcourfes,  that  are  not 
abfolutely  conducive  to  your  Cataftrophe,  or 
main  Purpofe :  Scenes  of  that  kind,  ihew  but 
at  beft,  tne  unprofitable,  or  injudicious  Spirit 
of  a  Genius.  It  is  but  a  melancholy  Com* 
mendation  of  a  fine  Thought,  to  fay,  when 
we  have  heard  it,  Weill  but  what's  all  this  to 
the  Purpofe  ?  Take  therefore,  in  feme  part,  ■ 
Example  by  the  Author  hit  mention'd  t  There 
are  three  Plays  of  his.  The  Earl  of  EJex, 
jima  Sullen,  and  Mary  ^een  of  Sects,  which 
though  they  are  all  written  in  the  moft  barren, 
barbarous  Stile,  that  was  ever  able  to  keep 
Poffeflion  of  the  Stage,  have  all  interefted  the 
Hearts  of  his  Auditors.  l"o  what  then  could 
this  Socccls  be  owing,  but  to  the  intrinfick, 
aiid  naked  Value  of  the  welUcondufted  Tales, 
he  has  limply  told  us  ?  There  'is  fomething 
Co  happy  in  the  Dlfpofition  of  all  his  Fa- 
bles i  all  his  chief  Chahi£ters  are  thrown  into 
fuch 
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fach  nattiral  Cirfliittftances  of  Diftrcfs,  dirf 
riieii?  Mifcry,  or  AiSiftion,  wants  very  litdrf 
Affiftance  from  the  Ornahients  of  Stile,  or 
Words  to  fpcak  then*.  When  a  fkilfuIAftor 
is  fo  fituated,  his  bare  plainfive  Tone  of 
Voice,  the  Caft  of  Sorrow  from  his  Eve,  his 
flowly  graceful  Gefttlre,  his  humble  Sighs  of* 
Refigttation  under  his  Calamities :  All  thefc^ 
I  fey,  are  fometifties,  ttithout  a  Tongue,  equal 
to  the  ftrongeft  El6cjuencc.  At  fuch  a  time, 
the  attentive  Auditor  fupplies  from  his  own 
Heart,  whatever  the  Poet's  Language  may  fall 
ftiort  of,  in  Expreffion,  aiid  melts  himfelfinto 
every  Pang  df  Humanity,  which  the  like  Mif^ 
fintunes  in  real  Life  dould  have  Infpir'd. 

After  what  I  have  obferv'd,  whenever  I  fed 
aTr^edy  dcfeftive  in  its  Fable,  let  there  btf 
never  fo  many  fine  Lines  in  it ;  I  hope- 1  fhaU 
be  fijrgtven,  if  I  impiitc  that  Defeft,  to  thd 
Idlenefs,  the  weak  Judgment,  or  barren  Inven- 
tion of 'the  Author. 

If  I  fhould  be  afk'd,  why  I  have  not  al- 
vnjs,  my  fclf,  followed  the  Rules  I.  would 
impofe  ufton  others  ;  I  can .  only  anfwer,  that 
whenever  I  have  not,  I  lie  equally  open  to 
die  fame  critical  Cenftire.  But  having  often 
obftrv'd  a  better  than  ordinary  Stile  thrown 
away,  upon  the  loofc,  and  wandering  Scenes 
of  an  illrchofen  Story,  I  imagin'd  thefe  Obfer-« 
vations  might  convince  fome  future  Author, 
of  how  great  Advantage  a  Fable  well  p!ann*d 
muft  be  to  a  Man  of  any  tolerable  Genius. 

AU 
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*  All  thi?,  I-  own,  is  leading  my  Reader  out 
of  the  way  j  but  if  he  has  as  much  Time  upon 
his  Hands,  as  I  have,  (provided  we  arc  neither 
of  us  tir'd)  it  may  be  equally  to  tlie  Porpofe, 
what  he  reads;^  or  what  I  write  of.  But  as  I 
have  no  Objedion  to  Method,  when  it  is  not 
iroublefome,  I  return  to  my  Subje^S. 

Hitherto  we  have  feen  no  very  unreafonable 
Inftance  of  this  abfolute  Power  of  a  Lord 
Charaberliin-,  though  we  were  to  admit,  that 
no  one  knew  of  any  real  Law,  or  Conftrao- 
€on  of  Law,  by  which  this  Power  was  given 
him.  I  fliail  now  offer  fome  Fafts  relating  t& 
it  of  a  more  extraordinary  Nature,  which  I- 
leave  my  Reader  to  give  a  Name  to. 
■  About  the  middle  of  King  WiUiam'%  Reign, 
an  Order  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  was,  then, 
liibfiiling,  that  no  Aftor  of  either  Company, 
fliould  prefume  to  go  from  one,  to  the  other, 
without  a  Difcharge  from  their  refpcfiive 
Managers,  and  the  Permlflion  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain.  Notwithftanding  fuch  Order, 
Pmcjf/  being  uneafy,  at  the  Favour,  WUks 
was  then  rifing  into,  had  without  fuch  Dif- 
charge, left  the  Drury-Lane  Theatre,  and  en- 
gag'd  himfclf  to  that  of  Lincoln' s-Inn~Fields  : 
But  by  what  foUovre,  it  will  appear  that  this 
Order  was  not  fo  much  intended,  to  do  both 
of  them  good,  as  to  do,  that  which  the  Court 
,  chiefly  favour'd  ( Lincoln' s-Inn-FieUi)  no  harm. 
For  when  Powel  grew  difl^tisfy'd  at  his  Station 
there  too,  he  return'd  to  Drury-Lane  (as  he 
had  before  gone  from  it}  without  a  Difcharge :  - 

But 
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But  hdt  a  little !  here,  on  this  Side  of  th^ 
C^ellioD,  the  Order  was  to  ftand^  in  force^ 
and  the  ^me  Offence  againft  it  now^  was  not 
to  be  equally,  pafs'd  over.  He  was  the  next- 
Day  taken  up  by  a  MelTcnger,  and  confin'd  to 
the  Porter's- Lodge,  where,  to  the  beft  of  my 
Remembrance,  he  remain'd  about  two  Da^rs  f 
when  the  Manors  of  Lincoln' s-tm^FieUs^ 
not  thinking  an  Ai^or  of  his  loofe  Charac- 
ter worth  their  £irther  Trouble,  gave  him 
up ;  though  perhaps  he  was  releas'd,  for  ioma 
better  Reaibn.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  nsxt 
Day,  behind  the  Scenes,  at  Vrwy^Lane^  & 
Ferfon  of  great  Quality,  Jn  my  hearing,  en-> 
quiring  of  Powel,  into  the  Nature  of  his  Of- 
rence,  after  he  had  heard  it,  told  him.  That 
if  he  had  Iiad  Patience,  or  Spirit  enough,  to; 
have  ftaid  in  his  Confinement,  till  he  had 
given  him  Notice  of  it,  he  would  have 
found  him  a  handfomer  way  of  coming  out 
of  it. 

Another  time  the  fame  A^r,  Powel,  watf 
provok'd  at  JVilts  Coffee-houfe,  in  a  Difputo 
about  the  Play-houfe  Affairs,  to  ftrike  a  Gen- 
tleman, whofe  Family  had  been  fometimes 
Riafters  of  it  j  a  Complaint  of  this  Infolence 
was,  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Lord-Chamberlain, 
immediately  made  to  the  Vice-Chamberlain, 
who  fo  highly  relented  it,  that  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  in  Honour,  to  carry  his  Power 
of  redrefiing  it,  as  &r  as  it  could  pofCbly  go  i 
For  Pawel  having  a  Part  in  the  Play,  that  was 
a^ed  the  Day  after;  the  Vice-Chamberlain 
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fent  ah  Order  to  filence  <hc  whole  Company, 
for  having  fuffer'd  Powel  to  appear  upon  the 
Stage,  t>eforehe  had  made  that  Gentleman  Sa- 
tisfeiaion,  although  the  Matters  of  the  Theatre 
had  had  no  Notice  of  Powel's  Mifbehaviour : 
However,  this  Order  was  obey'd,  and  remain'd 
in  force  for  two  or  three  Days,  *till  the  feme 
Authority  was  pleas'd,  or  advis'd,  to  revoke  it. 
t'rom  the  Meafures  this  injur'd  Gentleman  took 
for  his  Redrefs,  it  may  be  judged  how  far  it 
was  taken  for  granted,  that  a  Lord-Cham- 
berlain had  an  abfolute  Power  over  the 
Theatre. 

I  fliaU  now  give  an  Inflance  of  an  Aftor, 
who  had  the  Refolution  to  fland  upon  the  De- 
fence of  his  Liberty,  againft  the  lame  Autho- 
rity, and  wasreliev'd  by  it. 

In  the  fame  King's  Reign,  Dogget^  who  tho', 
from  a  fevere  Exaftnefs  in  hia  Nature,  he 
could  be  feldom  long  eafy  in  any  Theatre, 
where  Irregularity,  not  to  fay  Injufllce,  too 
often  prevail'd,  yet  in  the  private  Conduft  of 
his  Affairs,  he  wag  a  prudent  honefl:  Man. 
He  therefore  took  an  unofaa?  Care,  when  he 
rcturn'd  to  aift  under  the  Patent,  in  Drury- 
Lane,  to  have  his  Articles  drawn  firm  and 
binding :  But  having  fome  Reafon  to  think  the 
"Patentee  had  not  dealt  fairly  with  him,  he 
quitted  the  Stage,  and  would  aft  no  more,  ra- 
ther chufing  to  lofe  his  whatever  unfatisiy'd. 
Demands,  than  go  through  the  chargeable,  and 
tedious  Courfe  of  the  Law  to  recover  it.  But 
the  Patentee,  who  (from  other  People's  Judg- 
U  ment> 
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mcntl  knew  the  Vahie  of  him,  and  who  want- 
ed too,  to  have  him  fooncr  back,  than  the  Law 
could  poffibly  bring  him,  thought  the  furer 
way  would  be,,  to  defire  a  {hotter  Redrcfs  from 
the  Authority  of  the  Lord-Cbamberlain.  Ac- 
cordingly upon  his  Complaint,  a  Meflcnger 
was  immediately  difpatch'd  to  Norwich^  where 
Dogget  then  was,  to  bring  him  up,  in  Cufto- 
dy  :  But  doughty  Dogget^  who  had  Money  in 
his  Pocket,  ahd  the  Qiufc  of  Liberty  at  his 
Heart,  was  not,  in  the  leafl:  intimidated,  by 
this  formidaHe  Siimmons.  He  was  oblcFv'd 
to  obey  it  with  a  particular  Chearfulncfs,  en- 
tertaining liis  Fellow-traveller,  the  Meflenger, 
all  the  way  in  the  Coach  (for  he  had  proteftcd 
aguinfl  Riding)  with  as  much  Humour  as  a 
Man  of  his  Bufinefs  might  be  capable  of  taft- 
ing.  And  as  he  found  his  Charges  were  to 
be  dcfray'd,  he,  at  every  Inn,  call'd  for  the  befl 
D.'.irities  the  Country  could  afford,  or  a  pre- 
tended weak  Appetite  could  digeft.  At  this 
rate  they  joUily  roU'd  on,  more  with  the  Aic 
of  a  Jauntj  than  a  Journey,  or  a  Party  of 
Pleafure,  than  of  a  poor  Devil  in  Durance. 
-Upon  hi^  Arrival  inTown,  he  immediately  ap- 
ply'd  to  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Half,  for  his 
Habeas  Corpus.  As  his  C^fe  was  fomethjng 
particular,  that  eminent  and  learned  Minifter 
of  the  Law  took  a  particular  Notice  of  it  t 
YoT  Dogget  was  not  only  difcharged,  but  the 
Prucefs  of  his  Confinement  (according  to  com- 
mon Fame)  had  a  Cenfure  pafs'd  upon  it,  in 
Court,  which.  I  doubt,  lam  not  Lawyer  enough 
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|»  rcpoatl  To  conclude, .  the  officious -Agents 
in  this  Affair  finding,  that,  in  Dogget,  they 
Kad  miftaken  theit:  Man,  were  mollify'd  in- 
to milder  Proceedings,  and  (as  he  afterwards 
told  me)  whifper'd  fomething,  in  his  Ear, 
that  took  away  Dogget's  &rther  Unealine^ 
about  it. 

By  theie'  Infbnces  we  fee  how  naturally 
Power  only  founded  on  Cuftom»  is  apt,  where 
the  Law  is  iilent,  to  run  into  Exccfles,  and 
"while  it  laudably  pretends  to  govern  othersi, 
how  hard  it  is  to  govern  itfelf.  But  fince  the 
Law  has  lately  open'd  its  Mouth,  and  has  iaid 
plainly,  that  fome  Part  of  this  Power  to  go- 
vern the  Theatre  fhall  be,  and  is  plac'd  in  a 
proper  Perfon  j  and  as  it  is  evident,  that  the 
Power  of  that  white  Staff,  ever  fince  it  has 
been  in  the  noble  Hand,  that  now  holds  it,  has 
been  us'd  with  the  utmoft  Lenity,  I  would 
beg  leave  of  the  murmuring  Multitude,  who 
frequent  the  Theatre,  to  offer  them  a  fimple 
Queftion  or  two,  "viz.  Pray,  Gentlemen,  how 
came  you,  or  rather  your  Fore-lathers,  never 
to  be  mutinous,  upon  any  of  the  occafional 
Fafts  I  have  related  ?  And  why  have  you  been 
fo  often  tumultuous,  upon  a  Law's  being 
made,  that  only  confirms  a  lefs  Power,  than 
was  formerly  exercls'd,  without  any  Law  to 
fupport  it  f  You  cannot  furc,  fay,  fuch  Dif- 
content  is  either  jaft,  or  natural,  unlefs  you 
allow  it  a  Maxim  in  your  Politicks,  that 
Power  exercis'd  without  Law,  is  a  lels  Grie- 
vance, than  the  fame  Power  exercis'd  according 
to  Law  I  y  3  Hftv- 
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Having  thus  given  the  cleareft  View  I  was 
able,  of  the  ufual  Regard  paid  to  the  Power 
of  a  Lord-Chamberlain,  the  Reader  will  more 
eafily  conceive,  what  Influence,  and  Operation 
that  Power  muft  naturally  have,  in  all  The** 
trical  Revolutions  j  and  particularly  in  the  com- 
plete Re-union  of  both  Companies,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  Year  following. 


CHAP.      XI. 

Some  Chinutrical  Thoughts  of  making  the  Stage 
ufeful  :  Some  to  its  Reputation.  The  Pa- 
tent unprofitable,  to  all  tbf  proprietors^  hut 
one.  A  fourth  Part  of  it  given  awa^  to  Co- 
hnel  Brett.  A  Digr^on  to  bis  Mem- 
ry.  The  two  Companies  of  ABors  re-united, 
by  his  Interefi^  and  Management.  The 
jir/i  DireSim  of  Operas  only^  given  f9 
Mr.  Swiney. 

FROM  the  Time,  that  the  Company 
of  A(5ors,  in  the  I^~Mirket,  was 
recruited  with  thofc  from  iXrury-Lane^  and 
came  into  the  Hands  of  their  n$w  Direc- 
tor, Swiney,  the  Theatre,  for  diree  or  four 
Years  following,  fu0er'd  ib  many  Convul- 
iions,  and  was  thrown  every  other  Winter  un- 
der fucb  difi^ent  Interefts,  and  Management, 
before  it  catfle  to  a  6rm  and  lafting  Settlement, 
that  I  am  doubtful,  if  the  moil  candid  Rea- 
der 
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der  will  have  Patience,  to  go  through  a  full^ 
and  SuT  Account  of  it :  And  yet  I  would  fain 
flatter  lAy  felf,  that  thofe,  who  are  not  too 
■wife,  to  frequent  the  Theatre  (or  have  Wit 
enough  to  diftinguifli  what  fort  of  S^hts  there,' 
cither  do  Honour,  or  Difgrace  to  it)  may  think 
their  national  Diverljon  no  contemptible  Sub- 
jedl,  for  a  more  able  Hiftcffian,  than  I  pretend 
to  be :  ]f  i  have  any  particular  Qualification, 
for  th6  Task,  more  thai?  another,  it  is  that  I 
.have  been  an  ocular  Witnefe  of  the  fevera( 
Fads,  that  are  to  fiH  up  the  reft  of  my  Vo- 
lume J  and  am,  perhaps,  the  only  Fcrfon  Hy- 
ing (however  unworthy)  &om  whom  the  fame 
Materials  can  be  colleded ;  but  let  them  come 
from  whom  they  may,  whether,  at  heft,  they 
will  be  worth  reading ;  perhaps  a  Judgment 
may  be  better  fbrm'd  after  a  patient  Perufal  of 
the  foUo^^ing  DigrefiiiHi. 

In  whatever  cold  Eftccm,  ffie  Stage  may 
be,  among  the  VETfc,  aiid  Powerful ;  it  is  not 
fo  muck  a  Reproach,  to  thofe,  who  contented- 
ly enjoy  it  iri  its  loweft  Condition,  as  that  Con- 
ditioa  of  it,  is  to  thofe,  who  (though  they 
cannot  but  know,  to  how  valuable  a  pub- 
lick  Vte,  a  Theatre,  ifrell  eflabliih'd,  might 
be  riis'd)  yet'  it)  fo  triany  civiliz'd  Nations, 
have  negleaed  it.  This  perhaps  Will  be  call'd 
thinking  my  own  wifer,  than  all  the  wife 
Heads,  in  Europe.  But,  I  hope,  a  more  hum- 
ble Scnfe  will  be  given  to  it ;  at  leaft  I  only 
mean,  that  if  ib  many  Governments  have 
their  ReafbnSy.  for  their  Dilregard  of  their 
U  3  Theatres, 
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Thcitres,  thofe  Rcafons  mj(y  be  deeper,  tlnrx 
my  Capacity  has  yet  been  able  to  dive  in- 
to: If  therefore  my  fimple  Opinion  is  a 
wrong  one,  let  the  Singularity  of  jt  cxpofe 
roe : '  And  tho'  I  am  only  building  a  Theatre  ia 
the  Air,  it  is  there,  however,  at  fo  little  Ex- 

r:nce,  and  in  fo  piuch  a  better  Tafte,  than  any 
have  yet  feen,  that  I  cannot  help  laying  of 
it,  as  a  wifer  Man  4id  (Uinay  be}  upon  a  wifcr 
Occalion : 

—5/  quid  novifii  reSius  ifih, 
■    Candidus  imperii  j  fi  mn-F^  Hot. 

Give  me  leave  to  play»  with  my  Projcdl,  in 
Fancy, 

.1  fay  then,  that  as  I  allow  nothing  is  more 
liable  to  dcbafe,  and  corrupt  the  Minds  of  a 
People,  than  a  licentious  Theatre  j  fo  un- 
der a  juft,  and  proper  Eftablifhment,  it  were 
poflible  to  make  it,  as  apparently  the  School 
of  Manners,  and  of  Virtue,  Were  I  to  coU 
XtGi  all  the  Arguments,  that  might  be  given 
/or  my  Opinion,  or  to  Inforcc  it  by  exem« 
plary  Froofe^  it  might  fwcU  this  ihort  Di-. 
greffipn  to  a  Volume :  I  fliall  therefore  truft 
the  Validity  of  what  1  have  laid  dovvn,  to  a 
fingle  Faft,  that  may  be  ftiW  fre(h,  in  thp 
Memory  of  many  living  Spe<^tors.  When 
the  Tragedy  of  Cato  was  firft  a€ted.  Jet  us 
f:all  to  piind  the  noble  Spirit  of  P^triptifm, 
which  that  Play  then  infus'd  into  tlje  Brcafts 
cf  a  free  People,  that  crowded  to  it ;  with 
what  affecting  Force^  "^as,  that  moft  elevated 
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©f  Human  Virrties  recommended  ?  Even  the 
&ire  Pretenders  to  it  felt  an  unwilling  Con- 
vidiion,  and  made  it  a  Point  of  Honour  b> 
be  foremoft,  in  their  Approbation ;  and  this 
too  at  a  time,  when  the  fermented  Nation 
had  their  different  Views  of  Government. 
Yet  the  fublime  Sentiments  of  Liberty,  in 
that  venerable  Charader,  rais'd,  in  everj'  fen- 
fiblc  Hearer  fuch  confcious  Admiration,  fuch 
<:ompcird  AiTent  to  the  Condudl  of  a  fufTcr- 
ing  Virtue,  as  even  demanded  two  almoft  ir- 
reconcileable  Parties  to  embrace,  and  join  in 
their  equal  Applaufes  of  it.  Now,  not  to 
take  from  the  Merit  of  the  Writer,  bad 
that  Play  never  come  to  the  Stage,  how 
much  of  this  valuable  Effed  of  it  mufl  have 
been  loft  P  It  then  could  have  had  no  more 
immediate  weight  with  the  Publick,  than 
our  poring  upon  the  many  ancient  Authors, 
thro'  whofc  Works  the  fame  Sentiments  have 
been,  perhaps,  lefs  profitably  difpers'd,  tho" 
amongft  Millions  of  Readers ;  but  by  bring- 
ing fuch  Sentiments  to  the  Theatre,  and  in- 
to Aiftion,  what  a  fuperior  Luftre  did  they 
fliine  with  ?  There,  Cato  breath'd  again, 
in  Life ;  and  though  he  perith'd  in  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty,  his  Virtue  was  viftorious, 
and  left  the  Triumph  of  it  in  the  Heart  of 
every  melting  Spe<ftator,  If  Effefts,  like 
thefe,  are  laudable ;  if  the  Reprefentation 
of  fuch  Plays  can  carry  Convidion  with 
fo  much  Pleafure,  to  the  UnderAanding ;  have 
they  not  vaftly  the  Advantage  of  any  other 
U  4  humaa 
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faaman  Helps  to  Eloquence }  What  equal  M^ 
thod  can  be  found  to  lead,  or  Aimukte  th6 
Mind,  to  a  quicker  Senfe  of  Truth,  and  Vir- 
tue, or  warm  a  People  into  the  Love,  and 
Practice  of  fuch  Principles,  as  might'  be  at 
once  a  Defence,  and  Honour  to  their  Country  I 
In  what  Shape  cotild  we  liften  to  Virtue  with 
equal  Delight,  or  Appetite  of  Inftruftion  ?  Ther 
Mmd  of  Man  is  naturally  free,  and  when  he  \%. 
eompell'd,  or  menac'd  into  any  Opinion  tlu^ 
he  does  not  readily  conceive,  he  is  more  apt 
to  doubt  the  Truth  of  it,  than  when  his  Ca- 
pacity is  led  by  Delight,  into  Evidence  and 
keafon.  To  preierve  a  Theatre  in  this  Strength,, 
and  Purity  of  Morals,  is,  1  grant,  what  thai 
wifefl  Nations,  have  not  been  able  to  per- 
petuate, or  to  tranfmit  long  to  their  Pofterity : 
But  this  Difficulty  will  rather  heighten,  than 
take  from  the  HonoBr  of  the  Theatre :  The 
greatefl:  Empires  hare  decay'd  ibr  want  of  pro- 
per Heads  to  guide  them,  and  the  Ruins  of 
them  fometimes  have  been  the  Subjedt  of  Thea* 
tres,  that  could  not  be,  themfelves  exempt, 
from  as  various  Revolutions :  Yet  may  not  the 
mofl  natural  Inference  from  all  this  be,  That 
the  Talents  requifite  to  ftirm  good  Adfeors,  great 
Writers,  and  true  Judges,  were  like  thofe  of 
*wi^  and  memorable  minifl:er%  as  well  the 
Gifts  of  Fortune,  as  of  Nature,  and  not  al- 
ways to  be  found,  in  all  Clirncs  or  Ages  ?  Or 
can  there  be  a  ilronger  modern  Evidence  of  the 
Value  of  Dnunatick  Performances,  than  that 
in  fpany  Countries,  where  the  Papal  Religioi^ 
'    ■  '    "  '  '  "      '      preKiils, 
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jmsyajls,  the  Holy  Policy  (though  it  aHowa  not 
io  an  Adlor  Ghriftian  Burial)  is  fo  coniclous  o^ 
the  Uiefulnefs  of  his  Art,  that  it  will  frequent- 
ly take  in  the  Affiftancc  of  the  Theatte,  to 
give  even  facred  Hiftory,  in  a  Tragedy,  a  Re- 
pommendation  to  the  more  pathetick  Regard 
of  their  People  f  How  can  fuch  Principles,  in  . 
^e  Face  of  the  World,  refufe  the  Bones  of  a 
Wretch  the  loweft  Benefit  of  Chriftian  Chari- 
ty, after  having  admitted  his  Profcffion  (for 
which  they  deprive  him  of  that  Charity)  to 
ierve  the  loiemn  Purpofes  of  Religion  ?  How 
§u  then  is  thifr  Religious  Inhumanity  Ihort  of 
that  £imouE  Painter's,  who,  to  make  his  0'U' 
sifix  a  Mailer-piece  of  Nature,  ftabb'd  the  fn- 
Bocent  Hireling,  irom  whofe  Body  he  drew  it ; 
and  having  heigfaten'd  the  holy  Portrait,  with 
his  lall  Agonies  of  Life,  then  lent  it  to  be  the 
ponfeaated  Ornament  of  an  Altar  ?  Tboagh 
we  have  atAy  the  Authority  of  common 
Fame,  for  this  Stocy,  jret  be  it  true  or  &}ie, 
the  Comparifon  will  ftill  be  juit.  Or  let  me 
ask  another  Q]iefiion  more  humanly  politi- 
pal. 

How  came  the  uithenians  to  lay  out  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  Pounds  upon  the  Decorations  of 
one  Angle  Tragedy  of  Sophocles  f  Not,  fure,  as 
it  was  merely  a  Spectacle  for  Idlene^,  or  Va- 
<Cancy  of  Thought  to  gape  at,  but  becaufe  it 
was  the  moft  rational,  moll  inArudiive,  and 
^elightfiil  Compofition,  that  Human  Wit  had 
y^  arrived  at  j  and  confcquently  the  moft 
^orthy  to  be  the  Entertainment  of  a  wife,  and 
warlike' 
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warlike  Nation :  And  it  may  be  ftill  a  Que- 
ftion,  whether  the  SopbocUs  in/pir'd  this  pub- 
lick  Spirit, '  or  this  publick  Spirit  infpir'd  the 
Sophocles  f 

But  alas !  as  the  Po^er  of  giving,  or  receiv- 
ing fuch  Infpirations  from  cither  of  thcfe 
Caufcs,  feems  pretty  well  at  an  End ;  now  I 
have  ihot  my  Bolt,  I  fhall  defccnd  to  talk  more 
like  a  Man  of  the  Age,  I  live  in :  For,  in- 
deed, what  is  all  this  to  a  common  Englijh 
Reader  ?  Why  truly,  as  Sbakefpear  terms  it— 
Caviare  to  the  Multitude  !  Honeft  John  Trotf 
will  tell  you,  that  if  he  were  to  believe  what 
I  have  faid  of  the  Atbemans^  he  is  at  moft, 
but  ail:onI{h'd  at  it ;  but  that  if  the  twentieth 
Part  of  the  Sum  I  have  mentioned  were  to  be 
apply'd  out  of  the  publick  Money,  to  the  Set- 
ting off  the  beft  Tragedy,  the  niceft  Noddle  in 
the  Nation  could  promice,  it  would  proba- 
bly raife  the  Paffions  higher  iii  thofc  that  did 
not  like  it,  than  in  thdfe  that  did  j  it  might 
as  likely  meet  with  an  Infurreftion,  as  the  Ap- 
plaufe  of  the  People,  and  fo,  mayhap,  be  fitter 
for  the  Subjed.  of  a  Tragedy,  than  for  a  pub- 
lick Fund  to  fupport  it. Truly,   Mr. 

2>D«,  I  cannot  but  own,  that  I  am  very  much 
of  your  Opinion :  I  am  only  concerned,  that 
the  Theatre  has  not  a  better  Pretence  to  the 
Care  and  further  Confideration  of  thofe  Go- 
vernments, where  it  is  tolerated  ;  butas'what 
I  have  faid,  will  not  probably  do  it  any  great 
Harm,  I  hope,  I  have  not  put  jou  out  of  Pa.- 
tlence, 
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ticncc,  by  throwing'  a  few  good  Wiflies  after 
an  old  Acquaintance. 

To  conclude  this  Digreffion.  If  for  the 
Support  of  the  Stage,  what  is  generally  Ihewn 
there,  muft  be  lower'd  to  the  Tafte  of  com- 
mon Spe^tors  i  or  if  it  is  inconfiftent  with 
Liberty  to  mend  that  vulgar  Tafte,  by  mak-- 
ing  the  Multitude  lefs  merry  there  j  or  by  a- 
bolifhing  every  low  and  fenfelefs  Jollity,  in  < 
which  the  Underftanding  can  have  no  Share  j 
whenever,  I  fay,  fuch  is  the  State  of  the  Stage, 
it  will  be  as  often  liable  to  unanfwerable  Cen- 
furc,  and  manifeft  Disgraces.  Yet  there  ivat 
0.  Time,  not  yet,  out  of  many  People's  Me- 
mory, when  it  fubiifted  upon  its  own  rational 
Labours  j  when  even  Succefs  attended  an  At- 
tempt to  reduce  it  to  Decency ;  and  when 
Aflors  theqifclves  were  hardy  enough  to  ha- 
zard their  Intereft,  in  Furfuit  of  fo  dangerous 
fL  Reformation.  And  this  Crilis,  I  am  myfelf 
AS  impatient,  as  any  tir'd  Reader  can  be,  to 
arrive  at.  I  Ihall  therefore  endeavour  to  lead 
him  the  fhorteft  way  to  it.  But  as  I  am  a  lit- 
tle jealous  of  the  badnefs  of  the  Road,  I  muft 
referve  to  myfelf  the  Liberty  of  calling  upon 
any  Matter,  in  my  way,  for  a  little  Refrefh- 
ment  to  whatever  Company  may  have  the 
Curiofity,  or  Goodncfs  to  go  along  with  me. 

When  the  fole  managing  Patentee  at  Drury- 

Larte,  for  feveral  Years,  could  never  be  per- 

fuaded  or  driven  to  any  Account  with  the  Ad- 

Vpnturera  j  Sir  Thomas  Skipwitb  (who,  if  I  am 

.  rightly 
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rightly  inferm'd,  had  an  equal  Share  with  hJm) 
grew  fo  weary  of  the  Ai&ir,  that  he  aAual- 
ly  made  a  Prefent  of  his  entire  Intereft  in  it, 
upon  the  following  Occafion. 

Sir  Thomas  happen'd,  in  the  Summer  pre- 
ceding the  Ke'-union  of  the  Companies,  to 
make  a  Vifit  to  an  intimate  Friend  of  his. 
Colonel  Brettt  of  Sandywellt  in  Ghucefierjhire  j 
where  the  Pleafantriefs  of  the  Place,  and  the 
agreeable  manner  of  paffing  his  Time  there, 
had  raided  him  to  fuch  a  Gallantry  of  Heart, 
that,  in  Return,  to  the  Civilities  of  his  Friend 
the  Colonel,  he  made  him  an  Offer  of  hia 
whole  Right  in  the  Patent  ^  but  not  to  over- 
rate the  Value  of  his  Prcfent,  told  him,  he 
himfelf  had  made  nothing  of  it,  thele  ten 
Years :  But  the  Colonel  (he  £iid}  being  a  greater 
Favourite  of  the  People  in  Power,  and  (ds  he 
belieVd)  among  the  A&ors  too,  than  himfelf 
was,  might  think  of  fome  ^eme,  tp  tnrn  it 
to  Advantage,  and-  in  that  Light,  if  he  lik'd 
h,  it  was  at  his  Service.'  Afto'  a  great  deal  of 
!^illery  on  both  Sides,  of  what  Sir  Thomas 
had  Mi  made  of  it,  and  the  particular  Advan- 
tages the  Colonel  was  likely  to  make  of  it; 
they  came  to  a  laughing  Refolution,  I'hat  an 
Inicniment  ihould  be  drawn  the  noEt  Momii^ 
of  an  abfolute  Conveyance  of  the  Premiies, 
A  Gentleman  of  the  Law,  well  known  to 
them  both,  happening  to  be  a  Guefl:  ther^ 
at  the  fame  time,  the  next  Day  produced  the 
Deed,  according  to  his  Inftnv^ons,  in  the 
Prefencc  of  whom,  ^d  of  others,  it  was  iign'dj, 
fenl'd, 
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feal'd,  and  deliver'd  to  the  Purpofes  therein 
contain'd. 

This  Trani&ftion  may  be  another  Inlknco 
/as  I  have  elfewhcre  obferved)  .at  how  low  a 
Value,  the  Interefts,  in  a  Theatrical  Licenfc, 
were  then  held  ;  tho'  it  was  vifib^p  irom  the 
Succefs  of  Swihey  in  that  yay  Year,  that  widi 
tolerable  Managenient,  they  could,  at  no  ttme^ 

'  have  ftil'd  of  being  a  profitable  Purchafe, 

The  next  Thing  to  be  coniider'd  was,  what 
the  Colonel  ihould  do  with  his  new  Theatri- 
cal Commiffion,  which,  in  another's  Poficflion, 
had  been  of  fo  Jittle  Importance.  Here  it 
may  be  ncccflary  to  premifc,  that  diig  Gen- 
tleman was  dbe  Brflof  anyContideration,fince 
my  coming  to  the  Stage,  with  whom  I  had 
contrafted  a  Pcrfonal  Intimacy  j  whidi  might 
J)e  die  Reafop,  why,  in  this  Debate,  my  Of»- 
nton  had  fome  Weight  with  him :  Of  this  In- 
timacy too,  I  am  the  more  tempted  to  talk, 
from  the  natural  Fleafure  of  calling  back,    ui 

■  Age,  the  Purfuits,  and  happy  Ardours  of  Youth 
long  pad,  which,  like  the  Ideas  of  a  delig^tfol 
Spring,  in  a  Winter's  Rumination,  are  fpnie- 
limes  equal  to  the  former  Enjoyment  of  them. 
I  ihall,  therefore,  rather  chufe,  in  this  Plape  to 
gratify  roy  felf,  than  my  Reader,  by  fettiog 
the  feireft  Side  of  this  Gentleman  in  view,  ana 
by  inddging  a  little  confcious  Vanity,  in  fhew- 
ing  how  early  in  Life,  I  fell  into  the  PofTefHon 
of  fo  agreeable  a  Companion  ;  Whatever  Fail- 

'  ings  he-might  have  to  others,  he  had  none  to 

'  me ;  Bor  was  he,  where  he  had  them,  without 

his 
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his  'raluable  Qualities  to  balance  or  ibfteH 
them.  Let,  then,  what  was  not,  to  be  com- 
mended in  him,  reil  with  his  Afhes,  never  to 
be  rak'd  into :  But  the  friendly  Favours  I  rer 
ceived  from  him,  while  living,  give  me  ftill 
a  Pleafure  of  paying  this  only  Mite  of  my 
Acknowledgment,  in  my  Power,  to  his  Me- 
mory. And  if  my  taking  this  Liberty  may 
find  Pardon  from  4veral  of  his  feir  Relations, 
ftill  living,  for  whom  I  profefs  the  utmoft  Re- 
fpedl,  it  will  give  me  but  little  Concern,  tho' 
my  critical  Readers  Ihould  think  it  all  Imper- 
tinence. 

This  Gentleman,  then,  Hettryy  was  the  cldeft  , 
Son  of  Henry  Brett^  Efq;  of  Cowley,  in  Ghu- 
cefterjbire,  who  coming  early  to  his  Eftate  ot 
about  Two  Thoufand  a  Year,  by  the  ufii^J- 
.  Negligences  of  young  Heirs,  had,  before  this 
.  his  eldeiV  Son  came  of  age,  funk  it  to  about  half 
that  Value,  and  that  not  wholly  free  from  In- 
cumbrances. Mr.  Sretif  whom  I  am  fpeaking 
of,  had  his  Education,  and  I  might  iay,  end- 
ed it,  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford ;  for  tho*  he 
was  icttled  fome  time  after  at  the  Temple^  he 
,fo  little  followed  the  Law  there,  that  his  Ne- 
gleft  of  it,  made  the  Law  (like  fome  of  his  felr 
^d  frail  Admirers)  very  often  follow  him.  As 
he  had  an  uncommon  Share  of  Social  Wit,  and 
^  handfom  Perfon,  with  a  fanguine  Bloom  in 
Jiis  Complexion,  no  wonder  they  pcrfuaded 
him,  that  he  might  have  a  better  Chance  of 
Fortune,  by  throwing  fuch  Accompliihments, 
into  the  gayer  World,  than  by  Hiutting  them 
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Up,  in  a  Study.  The  firft  View,  that  fires  the 
Head  of  a  yoang  Gendeman^of  this  modilh 
Ambitipn,  juft  broke  ioofc,  fi^om  Bufine^  '» 
to  cut  a  Figure  (as  they  call  it)  in  a  Side-box» 
at  the  Play,  from  whence  their  next  Step  is, 
to  the  Green  Room  behind  the  Scenes,  fome- 
times  their  Ntm  ultra.  Hither,  at  laA  then, 
in  this  hopeiul  Queil  of  his  Fortune,  came 
this  Gendeman-Errant,  not  doubting  but  the 
£ckle  Dame,  while  he  was  thus  qualified  to 
receive  her,  might  be  tempted  to  ^U  into  his 
Lap.  And  thoi^h,  poffibly,  the  Charms  o£ 
our  Theatrical  Nymphs  might  have  their  Share^ 
in  drawing  him  thither;  yet  in  my  Obferva- 
tion,  the  mod  vifible  Caufe  of  his  firil  coming, 
was  a  more  fincere  Pailioa  he  had  concelvttl 
for  a  hilt  fuli-bottom'd  Perriwig,  which  I 
then  wote  in  my  firft  Play  of  the  Fool  in  Fajbion^ 
in  the  Year  1695.  For  it  is  to  be  noted,  that, 
the  Beaux  of  thofe  Days,  were  of  a  quite  dif- 
ferent Caft,  fi'om  the  modern  Stamp,  and, had 
more  of  the  Statelinefs  of  the  Peacodc  in  dieir 
Mien,  than  (which  now  feems  to  be  their 
higheft  Emulation)  the  pert  Air  of  a  Lapwing. 
Now  whatever  Contempt  Philofophcrs  may 
have,  for  a  fine  Perriwig  ;  my  Friend,  who 
was  not  to  defpife  the  World,  but  to  live  in  it, 
knew  very  well,  that  fo  material  an  Article  of 
Drels,  upon  the  Head  of  a  Man  of  Senfe,  if  it 
became  him,  could  never  fiiil  of  drawing  to 
him  a  more  partial  Regard,  and  Benevolence, 
than  could  poflibly  be  hoped  for.  In  an  ill- 
made  one.  This  perhaps  may  foftcn  the  grave 
Cenfurc, 
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Cen&ire,  whk&  fs  youthful  a  Pufchaie  migfaC 
otlteFwile  have  kid  upon  him  :  In  a  Word,  hci 
made  his  Attack  upon  this  Perriwig,  as  your 
young  Fellows  generally  do  upon  a  Lady  of  Plea- 
jare ;  iirft,  by  a  few  iamiliar  Prai&s  of  her  Psr^ 
■ton,  and  then  a  civil  Enquiry,  into  the  Price  of 
-it.  But  upon  his  obierving  me  a  little  furprizad 
at  the  Levity  of  his  Queftion,  about  a  Fop's 
Perriwig,  hs  began  to  railly  faimlelf  with  io 
much  Wit,  and  Humcnir,  uptm  the  Folly  of 
his  F<Midnefs  for  it,  that  he  ilrack  me  widi 
fin  equal  Defire  e£  granting  any  thing,  in  my 
Power,  to  oblige  fo  ^etlous  a  Cuftomer.  Thu 
-fingiilaf  Beginning  of  our  Converiation,  and 
'the  «iutaal  Laughs  that  enfued  upon  it,  ended 
in  an  Agreement,  to  finiHi  our  Bargain  that 
Night,  over  a  Botde. 

If  it  were  poffit^e,  the  Relation  of  the  hap- 
py Indifcretions  which  pafled  between  us  tlut 
Night,  could  give  the  tenth  Part  of  the  Plea- 
fore,  I  then  rec^ved  from  them,  I  could  ftill 
tvpeat  them  with  Delight :  But  as  it  may  be 
dwbtful,  whedier  the  Patience  of  a  R^er 
may  be  quite  fo  fb-ong,  ai  die  Vanity  of  an 
Author,  J  Ihall  cut  it  fhort,  by  only  faying, 
that  fingle  Bottle  was  the  Sire  of  many  a  jolly 
Doisen,  that  for  fome  Years  following,  like 
OFderty  Children,  whenever  they  were  call'd 
fcN*,  came  into  the  fame  Company.  Nor  in- 
^lecd,  did  I  think  from  that  time,  whenever 
he  was  to  be  had,  any  Evening  could  be  agree-  ■ 
ably  cnjoy'd  without  him.  But  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  our  Intimacy,  perhaps,  may  be 
dius  accounted  for.  He 
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-  He  who  can  tafte  Wit  in  another,  may. 
in  feme  fort,  be  faid  to  have  ithimfelf;  Now, 
as  I  always  had,  and  (I  blefs  my  fe!f  for  thq 
Follyj  ftill  have  a  quick  Rellih  of  whatever  did, 
or  can  give  me  Delight :  This  Gentleman  could 
not  but  ice  the  youthful  Joy,  I  was  generally 
raifed  to,  whenever  I  had  the  Happincfs  of  a 
T^ie  a  tite  with  him  j  and  it  njay  be  a  moot 
Point,  whether  Wit  is  not  as  often  infpired,  by 
a  proper  Attention,  as  by  the  brighteft  Reply, 
to  it.  Therefore  as  he  had  Wit  enough  for 
any  two  People,  and  I  had  Attention  enough 
for  any  four,  there  could  not  well  be  wanting 
a  ibciable  Delight,  on  either  lide.  And  tho'' 
it  may  be  true,  that  a  Man  of  a  handfome 
Perfon  is  apt  to  draw  a  partial  Ear  to  every 
thing  he  fays;  yet  this  Gentleman  feldom  faid 
any  thing,  that  might  not  have  made  a  Man 
of  the  plaineft  Perfon  agreeable.  Such  a  con- 
tinual Defire  to  pleafe,  it  may  be  imagined, 
could  not  but,  fometimes,  lead  him  into  a  lit- 
tle venial  Flattery,  rather  than  not  fucceed  in 
it.  And  I,  perhaps,  might  be  one  of  thole 
Flies  that  was  caught  in'  this  Honey.  As  I 
was,  then,  a  young  fucccfsfiil  Autlior,  and  an 
Adlor,  in  fome  unexpected  Favour,  whethc?' 
defcrvedly,  or  not,  imports  not  j  yet  fuch  Apr 
pcarances,  at  lead  were  plaufible  Pretences 
enough,  for  an  amicable  "Adulation  to  enlarge 
upon  ;  and  the  Sallies  of  it  &  lefs  Vanity,  than 
mine,  might  not  have  been  able  to  refift.  What- 
ever this  Weaknefg  on  my  fide  might  be,  I 
■was  not  alone  in  it ;  for  I  have  heard  a  Gentle- 
X  man 
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man  of  CondiUen^  ^y,  who  knew  the  Wdrl4 
as  well,  as  moft  Men,  that  live  in  it,  that  let 
his  Difcrction  be  ever  fo  much  upon  its  Guard, 
be  never  fell  into  Mr.  Brett*s  Company,  with- 
out being  loth  to  leave  it^  or  carrying  away  a 
better  O^ion  of  himfelf,  from  it.  If  his- 
Converfation  had  this  EfFed  among  the  Men  ; 
what  muft  we  fuppofe  to  have  been'  the  Confe- 
quence^  when  he  gave  it,  a  yet  fofter  turn 
among  the  Fau-  Sex  i  Here  now,  a  French  No- 
vellift  would  t^^^.  yott  fifty  pretty  Lies  of  him  > 
but  as  I  chufe  to  be  te^er  of  Secrets  of  that 
fort,  I  fhall  only  bwrow  the  good  Breeding  of 
that  Language,  and  tell  you,  m  a  Word,  that 
I  knew  feveial  Inftances  of  his  being  tm  Hommf 
d  Sonne  Fortune.  But  though  his  frequent  Suc- 
ceffes  might  generally  keep  hhn,  from  the 
ufual  DiTquiets  of  a  Lover,  he  knew  this  was 
a  Life  too  liquorilh  to  laft ;  and  therefore  had 
Reflexions  enough,  to  be  govecn'd  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  his  Friends^  to  turn  thefc  his  Adva^i^ 
(ages  of  Nature  to  a  better  Ufe. 

Among  the  many  Men  of  Condition,  with 
whom  his  Converfation  had  recommended 
fcim,  to  an  Intimacyr  S^ir  Thomas  Skip-with  had 
taken  a  particular  Inclination  to  him ;  and  as 
he  had  the  Advancement  of  hb  Fortune,  at 
Heart,  introduced  him,  where  there  was  a 
Iddy,  who  had  enongh,  in  her  Power,  to-dif- 
encumber  him  of  the  Worl<^  and  makeluni 
every  way,  cafy  for  Life. 

While  he  was  in  purfuit  of  this  Affiur,, 
which  no  time  was  to  be  loft  in  (for  the  l^ad^ 

was- 
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was  to  be  in  Town  but  for  three  Weeks) 
I  one  Day  found  Kim  idling  behind  the 
Scenes,  before  the  Play  was  begun.  •  Uport 
fighf.  of  him,  I  tobfc  the  ufual  Freedom  he 
aHow'd  me,  to  rate  him  roundly,  for  the 
Madnefs  of  not  improving  every  Moment  in 
his  Power,  in  what  was  of  fuch  Confequenc* 
to  him.  Why  arc  you  not  (faid  I)  where 
you  know  you  only  fliould  be  f  If  your  De- 
fign  fhould  once  get  Wind,  in  the  Town, 
the  Ill-will  of  your  Enemies,  .or  the  Sincerity 
pf  the  Lady's  Friends,  may  foon  blow  up  your 
Hopesj  which,  in  your  Circurmtances  of  Life, 
cannot  be  long,  fupported,  by  the  bare  Ap^ 
pearance  of  a  Gentleman.^— —But  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  proceed,  without  Ibme  Apology-- 
for  the  very  familiar  Circumftance,  that  is  to 

ifbllow Yet,  as  it  might  not  be  fo  trivial 

in  its  EfFeft, ''  as  I  fear  it  may  be  in  the  Nar- 
ration, and  is  a  Mark  of' that  Intimacy,  which 
is  nsceflary  fhould  be  known,  had  been  be- 
tween us,  I  will  honeftly  make  bold  with  my 
Scruples^  and  let  the  plain  Truth  of  my  Story 
take  its  Chance  for  Contempt,  or  Approba- 
tion. 

After  twenty  Excufes,  to  clear  himfelf  of 
the  Ncgledl,  I  had  fo  warmly  charged  him 
with,  he  concluded  them,  with  telling  me, 
he  had  been  out  all  the  Morning,  upon  Bufi- 
nefef  and  that  his  Linnen  was  too  much  foil'd, 
to  be  fecn  in  Company.  Oh,  ho  1  faid  I,  is 
that  all  ?  Come  along  with  me,  we  will  foop 
get  over  that  dainty  Difficulty :  Upon  which 
X  2  I  haul'd 
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- 1  haul'd  him,  -by  the  Sleeve,  into  my  Shiftt^- 
Room,  he  either  ftariog,  laughing^  or  iiai^ 
ing  back  all  the  Way.  There,  when  I  lud 
lock'd  him  in^  I  b^an  io  ihip  off  my  u^ 
per  Cloaths,  aod  ■  bad  him  do  the  ikme ;  Aill 
he  either  did- not,  or: would  not  feem  to  ui>- 
derftand  me,  md  continuing  iiis  Laugh,  cry'd. 
What !  is  the  Ptippy  mad  i  No,  no,,  ei4y  po- 
Jitive,  iaid  I ;  for  look.yoUi  in  fliort,  thftPl^ 
is  ready  to  begin,  -and  .the  Parts  that  you,  apd 
I,  fu-e  to  3j^  to  Day,^  are  not  of  equal  coolb* 
quence }  mine  o^  young  Revelkr  (in  Gweenr 
wicb-Park)  U  but  a  RaJce ;  but  whatever  you 
may  be,  you  are  not  ^  aj^war  fo  j  there^vjc. 
take  my  Shirt,  and  give  me' yours;  Sqt  de- 
pend upon't,  flay  here  you  fball  not,  and  io 
go  about  your  Bufinefe.  To  conclude,  ws 
fairly  chang'd  Unnen,  nxx  could  his  MiMiier% 
have  wrap'd  him  up  more  fortunately  ;  £}r.tn 
about  ten  Days  he  marry'd  the  Lady.  In  a. 
Year  or  two  after  his  Marriage,  he  was  chofea 
a  Member  of  that  Parliament,  which  was  fit- 
ting, when  King  Pf^ilUam  dy'd.  And,  upon 
raiiing  of  ibme  new  Regiments,  was  made 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  to  that  of  Sir  Charles 
Hotbam.  But  as  his  Ambition  extended  hqA 
beyond  the.  Bounds  of  a  Park  Wall,  and  a 
pleafant  Retreat  in  the  Corner  of  it,  whicl^ 
with  too  much  £xpem:e  he  had  ju(l  finiih'd, 
he,  within  another  Year,  had  leave  to  religa 
his  Company  to  a  younger  Brother. 

This  was  the  Figure,  in  Life,  he  madff^ 

when  Sir  l&ontas  Sktpwitb  thought  him  th& 

moit 
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moft  proper  Perfon»  to  oblige  (if  it  could 
be  an  ObligatioD)'with  the  Prefent  of  his  In- 
ttreA '  in  uic  Patent.. :  And  from  thefe  Anec- 
dotes of  my  Intimacy  with  him,  .it  may  be 
Icfe  a  Surprifc,  when  he  came  to  Town  in- 
vefted  with  this  new  theatrical  Power,  that 
I  fhould  be  the  firft  Perlbn,  to  whom  he  took 
any  Notice  of  it.  And  notwithftanding  he 
knew  I  was  then  engag'd,  in  another  inte< 
reft,  at  the  Hay-Marke/,  he  dcfir£d  wc  might 
confider  together,  of  the  beft  Ufe.  he  could 
make  of  it,  afluring  me,  at  the  lame  time, 
ht  Ihould  think  it  of  none  to  himfelf,  unleis 
it  could  in  fome  Shape  be  turn'd  to  my  Ad- 
vantage. This  fi-iendly  Declaration,  Uiough 
it  might  be  generous  in  him  to  nuke,  wai 
not  needful,  to  incline  me,  in  whatever  might 
be  honoftly  in  my  Power,  whether  by  Intereil 
OT  NMotJatioh,  to  fccve  him.  .  My  firft  Ad-. 
TicTj  merefore,  was,.  That  he  jQhould.  produce 
his  Deeds  to  the  other  ^  managing  Patentee  of 
Drury~L^f  and  demand  immediate  Entrance 
toajoint  Po&flion  ofall  Effeds,  andPowers^ 
to  which  that  Deed  had  given  him  an  equal 
Title.  After  which,  ,if  he  met  with  no  Op- 
pofttion,  to  this  Demand,  (as  upon  light  of  it 
he  did  not)  that  he  fliould  be  watchful  a- 
gainft  any  Contradi^ion,  from  his  Collcguc, 
in  whatever  he  might  propofe,  in  carrying 
on  the  A£^r,  but  to  let  him  fee,  that  he 
was  determin'd  in  all  his  Meafurcs.  Yet  to 
heighten  that  Refolution,  with  an  Ea&  and 
Temper  in  his  manner,   as  if  he  took  it  for 

X  3  '  ^         granted,    , 
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granted,  there  could  be  xtoiOppofition  made, 
to  whatever  he  had  a  Mind  t6.  fot  that  this 
Method,  added  to  bU  natnral  Talent  of  Pttf 
fuading,  would  imperceptibly  lead  his  Ccd- 
kgue,-  into  a  Reliance  on  his  fuperior  Urtier- 
Aanding,  That  however  little  he  car'd  for  Bu- 
finpl's,  he  fhould  give  himfelf  the  Air  at  leaft, 
of  Enquiry  into  what  baii  been  done,  tint 
what  he  intended  to  do,  might  be  thon^ 
more  cpnfiderable,  and  be  the  readier  c(Mn« 
ply*d  with :  Fot  if  'ho  once  fu&r'd  his  CoU 
legue  to  feem  wifer  than  himfelf,  diere  would 
be  no  End  of  hb  perplexing  him  with  ah^ 
fard,  and  dilatory  Meifures ;  direft,  and  [^ain 
Dealing  being  a  Quality  his  natural  Diffidenc« 
would  never  fuffer  him  to  be  Meftcr  of  j  of 
which,  his  not  com|dying  with  his  Verbal 
Agreement  with  Siviarf,  when  the  Hay-Matht 
Houfe  was  taken  for  both  their  Ufes,  was  an 
Evidence.  And  thoi]^h  finne  t'ct^le  fihotigfat 
it  Depth,  and  Policy  in  him,  to  keep  things 
<^n  in  Conliifion,  it  was  ever  my  Opinioa 
they  over-rated  his.  SfciH.  and  that,  in  reality 
his  Parts  were  too  weakr  fcr  his  Poft,  in 
which  he  had  al^rays  a£te.d,  Co  the  beft:  of  hi$ 
Knowledge.  That  his  late  CoHegue,  Sir  3i6t>- 
mas  SUpwi/b,  had  trufted  too  much  <to.  his 
Capacity,  for  this  fort  of  3u&nefi;  aad  was 
treated  by  him  according^,  without  entr  'r»i 
reiving  any  Profits  firom  it,  for  leversl  Yeara : 
Infomuch  that  when  he  ioond  his  Intereifc  ia 
iiich  defperate  Hands,  he  thought  the  heft 
thing    he   could  do  with    it  was,    (as    he 

Ciw, 
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&^)  fo  give  it  ivnty.  Therc&re  if  he  (Mr. 
Bn^)  -could  K>nce  fix  bimlelf,  as  I  had  ad- 
via'd^  )^n  a  difiwent  Foot,  with  this,  hi*- 
teito  uMzt^able,  Manager^  the  JQufine^  would 
iboa  ruo  through  wbatev«r,ChaRBel,  he  might 
iia^  ^jfoindto  lead  it.  And  though  I  allow'd 
tbl$  g^-oateft.  Difficulty  he  would  meet  with, 
would  be  in  gating  his  Con&Dt  to  a  Union  of 
tlte-  twp  Canapanies,  .  which  was  the  only. 
Schei^e  thai  could  raife  the  Patent  to  its  for- 
joer  V^e,  4nd  which,  I  knew,  this  clofe 
^Vlsnager  would  fecredy  lay  all  poiliblc  Rubs  in 
tha  way  to  ^  yet  it  was  viilble,  diere  was  a  visy 
<tf  jTQ^uciog  him  to  CompUance :  For  thou^ 
it  was  true  his  Caution  would  never  part  with 
a  Straw,  by  way  of  QaaceSRosif  yet  to  a  high 
ijgnd»  h»  woakl  ^ye  up  any  thing,  provided 
he  w«re  J  fuff«ir'd  to  keep  his  Tide  to  it :  lif 
i^-  Hm  wef 0  taken  from  ius  Head,  in  the 
Strectj  hfr  would  nakc  no  &rther  Refinance, 
tbiA.fe  &y,  iMnnU  wiJling  to  fart  mtb  it, 
MuAhlcTs  would  ha  have  the  Refolution^ 
openly  to  oppofe  -any  juft  Mc&lures,  when  he 
Jaould  find  one,  who  with  an  equal  Right,  to 
bif^  «pd  with  a  known  Intercil  to  bring  them 
about,  .was^rcfolT'd  to  go  thro'  with  diotn. 

Now  though  I  knew  my  Friend  was  as  tho- 
soughiy  acquainted  with  this  Patenfiee's-  Tem- 
per, fts  myfeliv  yet  I  thoi^ht  it  not  amils  to 
cuicken  and  iuf^iort  bis  Refolution,  by  coo- 
ficnung  to  him,  the  little  Trouble  he  would 
IM^t  with,  in  purfuit  of  the  Unioo  I  had  ad- 
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vis'd  him  to ;  for  it  muft.  be  knoMoi,  that  on 
our  fide,  Trouble  was  a  fort  of  Phyfick  wc 
did  not  much  care  ro  take :  But  ad  the  Fati^ie 
of  this  A&ir  was  Ukely  to  be  lower'd  by  a 
good  deal,  of  Etitert&inment,  and  HamoUr, 
which  would  naturally  engage  him,  in  hislkal- 
ing  with  ib  exoticic  a  Partner ;  I  knew  that  diis 
ib£tcning  the  Bufinels,  into  a  £>ivertioa,  would 
,  leiTen  every  Diiiiculty>  that  lay  in  otsr  way 
to  it. 

However  coptouOy  lonay  have  Indulg'd  my- 
felf  01  this  Commemoration  of  a  Geatleman, 
with  whom  I  had  paTs'd  fo  many  of  my 
younger  Days, .  with  Pleafure,  yet  the  Rtader 
may  by  this  Infight  into  his  Charaiftcr,  and  by 
that  of  the  other  Patentee,  be  betttr  able  to 
judge  of  the  lecret  Springe^  that  gave  Motion 
to,  or  obAruded  ia  confiderable  an  Event,  k& 
that  of  the  Re- union  of  the  two  Companies  of 
^{kat&  in  1708.  In  HiAories  of  more  we^ht, 
ibr  want  01  fuch  Particulars,  we  ace  often  dc' 
ceiv'd  in  the  true  Caufe&  of  Fads,  that  mofl 
concern  us,  to  be  let  into ;  which  fomctimes 
makes  us  afcrihe  to  Policy,  or  £iUe  Appear- 
ances of  Wildom,  what  perhaps,  in  r^ty, 
.was  the  mere  Eifei^  of  Chance  or  Humour. 
Immediately  after  Mr.  Brett  was  adnutted 
as  a  joint  Patentee,  he  made  nfe  of  the  Ibri- 
macy  he  had  with  the  VicC'Chamberlaio  to  aP 
fift  his  Scheme  of  this  intended  Union,  in 
which  he  (o  far  prevailed,  that  it  was  fooa  afr 
ter  left  to  the  particular  Que  of  the  fame  Vice- 
Cham- 
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Oiailiberlitin,  to  give  him  all  the  Aid,  and 
Power,  neceflary  to  (he  'bringing  what  he  de- 
fired,  to  PerfbftioB.  The  Schertie  ww^  to' 
have  bat  one  'Tbeatrt  for  Plays,  and  another' 
for  Operas,  Hnder-feparate  Ihtcrefts.  And  this 
the  generality  of  Speiflatbrs,  as  well  as  the  molt 
ipprov'd  Aftor^  hid  bdeh  foma  time  calling  for, 
as  the  (mly -expedient  to  recover  the  Oedit  6{ 
the  Stage,  and  the  valuable  IntereA  of  its  Ma- 
nagers. 

'  As  the  Contiition  trf"  the  Comedians  at  this 
time,  is  taiten  Notice  of  in  my  Dedication  of 
the  Wife' s  Refentment,  to  the  Marqiiis  (now 
Doke)  of  i^nti  and  then  Lord-Chramberlain; 
which  was  publlih'd  above  thirty  Vears  ago; 
when  I  had  no  thought  of  ever  troubling  the 
World,  with  this  Theatrical  Hiftory,  I  fee  no 
Reafon,  why  it  may  not  pafs,  as  a  Voucher  of 
the  Fatfts  I  am  now  fpeftking  of  i  I  fliall  there* 
for«  gl\«  them  in  the  very  Light  I  then  faw 
Aem.  After  fiime  Acknowledgment  ^  hh 
Ixtrdfliip's   Proteaion  of  our   (Hoj^Market) 

Theatre,  it  is  ferther  faid =' 

•  **  The  Stage  has,  for  many  Years,  'till  df 
*'  late,  groan'd  tinder  the  greatcft  DifcoufagC-i 
**  ments,  which  have  been  very  much,  if  not 
"  wholly  owing  to  the  Mifnianagement  of 
••'thofc,  that  have  aukwardly  govem'd  it, 
**  Great  fums  have  been  vftntur'd  upon  cmpt^ 
"  Projefts,  and' Hopes  of  immod^^te  Gains  j 
"  and  when  thofe  Hopes  have  fail'd,  the  L6fs 
**  has  been  tyrannically  dedudlcd  out  of  the 
*■*  Aflors  Salary.  And  if  your  Lordfliip  had 
«  not 
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"  not MdMm'd ttUltl>^— Tiun  iMtut  a^  1m 
••  itvig  Juffir'i  ueeme  ner  uSvriacj -r-l^anf 
'**  wpre-very  n«tr:beid^  wholly  Uid'ifid^  or, 
V  ItleUl,  thcUlb  of  their  Labour  wu.  to  be 
"  fwaltew'd  up,  io  the  pretended  Merit  of 
"  Sinpng^  and IkiMing.'''  ■■.-,'. 

.  'WhttfoHemi  relztettadie  DiScalties.  iiv 
dealing  with  the  then  iiBpra^icflblc '  Mamgcrg 
vix.  I 

"  —  Ami  (hough  your  Lordfhip's  Tender- . 
•*  nefa  of  cfpprefflbg,  U  fo  very-  j«m,  that  yoa- 
^  have  raifaet  ftaid  td  convjnoea  Man  of  yoia  ' 
•(-'good'loteiltiomte  him,  than  to  do  him  e^eti 
<*  a'Service  t^ainlt  his  Will  \  yet  iince  your 
«  JLiordOiip  his  k  happily  begun  the  Eft^Jid»> 
•*'ment  of  the  itsporata  Diverioos,'  we  Ure-ia 
•■  faopt^  that  the  fiuiiB  Juftieck  and  Rcfolntkn^ 
'**  win  ^UU  pesfeadc-yoOt  to  go  as  fooccJlful^  . 
<<  thnogh  with  iti    BuwhUeanyManisSif* 
<■  ler'd  to  confoand  the  Ittdiiftiy,  and  Ufeof 
«  them,  by  aftiAg  pobliddyi  in  epp*'*''"''"''' 
<'  your Xordfbip'a  equal  Imeuiens,   oodar  a 
*'  Alie,  and  intricate  ^vtelice  df  not  bUDg^ 
"  iMe  to«Xnp^wilhthan)4heTowni>likar. 
^  ly  to  be  more  entertain'd  wkh  the  prhraee 
**  Diflenfions.  -thanthepabUckPcr&rmaoceof 
'**  either,  and  the  Actors,  in  a  perpetual  Feat^ 
*'  and  NeceHity  of  petitioning  your  LocdAiip 
"  e»ery  Sofon,  fiw  new  Relief." 

Such  wdth*  Statt  of  the  Stage,  immediale*. 
ly  preceding  the  time  of  Mr.  Bretfi  being  ad'- 
mitted  a  joint  Patentee,  who,,  as  be  law,  with 
dearer  Ey«s,  what  was  its  evident  Intereii,  left 

no 
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po  proper  Mearures  uRattemptecI,  to  make  this, 
lb  ioi^  ddpair'd-of.  Union  pradicable.  The  - 
moft  app^nt  Difficulty  to  be  got  over,  in  this 
A£ur,  was,  wfaetoou^  he  dcM^  for  Siainty^ 
in  confideration  of  his  being  Qblig'd  to  give  up 
ffiofc  Adors,  whom  the  Ppwcr  and  Choice  9^ 
the  Lord-ChamberJaio,  had  the  Year  before," 
let  faira  at  the  H^.  o^  and  by  wfaofe  Ma- 
nagement, thofe  Aftors  had  found  themHyes 
in-a  profperous .  Cooditioni  But  an  Accident, 
a£  this  time,  happily  contributed,  to  make  tlijiat 
Mattvrcafy.  The  Inclination  ^  our  People 
of  i^uli&y  for  fordgn  X)pera3,  Jbad  n'anr  reacn'd 
the£aFSof  Itafy^  and  the  Credit  of  their  Taile 
had. drawn  over  fiom  thence,  without  any 
more  parttculaj*  I^viiation,  pne  of  their  coital 
Siiq;ars,  the  &roou»  Si^or  Cava/ierv  Nicih- 
fini  I  From  whofe  Airtvjd,.and  the  Irapa- 
tiiBlioet  of  the  Town,  to  Wr  him,  it  wa^  <^- 
dodod,  that  Opceas,  .faeuig,  now,  fo  completely 
providod,  cvoldnot&il  of  Sqcoefi;  andtl»t, 
by  making  jSwhmx  fole  Diredioc  ofthem,.fha 
Profits  mud  be  an  ample  Compen£uion,  ^ 
bis  Refigmtion  of  the  A&brs.  This  Matter 
being  thus  adjufted,  by  Swirxy's  Acceptance  of 
the  Opera  only  to  be  perfcrm'd  at  the  Hir^ 
Mariet  Houfe  i  the  A£tors  were  all  order'4  to 
Tcmm  to  Dniry-X4aafy  there  to  remain  (under 
the  Patentees)  her  Majefty's  only  Company  o£ 
PMiedians. 

CHAP. 
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A  Jhort  Virw  of  the  Opera  ^  when  firft  divided 
'from  the  Comedy.     Plays  recover  their  Cre- 
dit.    The  old'  Patentee  uneafy  at  their  Suc- 
cejs.'    Why.     •JheOccafim  of  Colone/ Brett.' s 
throu-hg  up  bis  Share  in  the  Patent.     'The 
thnfequences  of  tt.     Anecdotes  of  Goodman 
J  the  ABor.     The  Rate  of  favourite  ASiors,  in 
"  his  Time.     The  Patentees,  by  endeavouring  to 
'   t^iduce  their  Price ^  lofe  them  aU  afecondtime. 
\  The  principal  Comedians  return  to  the  Hay- 
^  Market  in  Shares  <with  Swincy.     7hey  alter 
"  that  Theatre.  '  Tpe  original  and  prefent  Form 
'  if  the  Theatre   in    Drury-Lane,  compared. 
- .  Operai fall  off.     The  Qceafion  of  it.     Farther 
Qbfervations  upon  them.     The  Patentee  dif- 

•  P0ffs'd  of  Dmry-Lmz  Theatre.  Mr.  Gol- 
'  Jier,  -with  'a'  new  Licenfe^  heads  the  Remains 
"  hf  that  Cempaiiy.' 

PLAYS;  aild  Operas,  being  thus  erta- 
bliftied,  upon  feparate  Interefts,  they  were 
Aow  left, .  to  make  the  beft  of  their  w^y,  info 
FavotJr,  by  their  different  Merit.  Although 
rfie  Opera  is  not  a  Plant  of  our  Native  Growth/ 
HOT  what  our  plainer  Appetites  are  fond  of,  and 
is  of  Co, delicate  a  Nature,  that  without  excef- 
five  Charge,  it  cannot  live  long  among  us ;  cfpe- 
cially  while  the  niceft  Cmnoiffeurt  in  Muficfc 

fell 
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Jail  into  fuch  various  Hcrefies  in  Tafte,  every 
Sea  pretending  to  be  the  true  one  ;  Yet,  as  it 
is  cau'd  a  Theatrical  Entertainment,  and  by 
its  Alliance,  or.  Neutrality,  Has  more,  or  lefe 
afliacd  our  Domeftick  Theatre,  a  fhort  View 
of  its  Progreifi  may  he  allow'd  a. Place  in  our  - 
Hiftory. 

After  this  new  Regulation^  the  firft  Opera 
that  a|^ear'd,  was  Pyrrbus.  Subfcriptions,  at 
that  time  w<tre  not  extended,  as  of  late,  to  the 
yrjiole  Scafon,  but  were  limited  to  the  firft  lix 
Days  only  of  a  new  Opera.  The  chief,  Per- 
fermers,  in  this,  were  NtcoJini,  Valentini^  and 
Mrs.  Tofts ;  and  few  the  inferior  Parts,  the 
bcft  that  were  then  to  be  found.  Whatever 
Fraifes  may  have  been  given  to  the  moft  fa^ 
Woas  Voices,  that  have  been  heard  fince  Ni- 
tspUni  i  upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  but  come 
into  the  Opinion,  that  Aill  prevails  among  fe- 
wrat  Peribns  of  Condition,  who  are  able  to 
give  a  ReaTon  for  their  liking,  that  no  Singer, 
fince  his  Time,  has  fo  juDly,  and  graccfiilly 
acquitted  himfelf,  in  whatever  Chara^er  he  ap- 
pear'd,  as  Nico/tm.  At  moft,  the  Difference  be- 
tween him,  and  the  ^eatefl  Favourite  of  the 
Ladies,  ParirulH,  amounted  but  to  this,  that 
he  might  fometimes  more  exquifitely  fiirprize 
Us,  but  Nicolini  (by  pleafing  the  Eye,  as  well  as 
the  Ear)  fill'd  us  with  a  more  various,  and 
rational  Delight.  Whether  in  this  Excellence, 
he  has  fince  had  any  Competitor,  perhaps,  will 
be  better  judg'd,  by  what  the  Critical  Cenfor  of 
Great  Britain  fays  of  him  in  his  1 15th  Tatler^ 
viz.  "  Nico- 
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"  NicoUni  lets  off  the  Character  he  bears  irt 
,  **  an  Opera,  by  his  AiSion,  as  much  as  he  does 
'*  the  Wor^  of  it,  by  his  Voice ;  every  Limbi 
**  and  Finger,  contributes  to  the  Part  he  ads^ 
**  infomuch  that  a  deaf  Man  might  go  along 
•*  with  him  in  the  Senfe  of  it.  There  is  fcarce 
*'  a  beautiful  Pofture,  in  an  old  Statue,  which 
**  he  does  not  plant  himfclf  in,  as  the  different 
"  Circumftances  of  the  Story  give  occafiort  for 
"  it.— He  performs  the  moft  ordinary  AiSionj 
**  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  Greatnefs  of  hi^ 
*•  Charadter,  andihews  the  Prince,  even  in 
•'  the  giving  of  a  Letter,  or  difpatching  of  a 
«  Meffagc,  &c:' 

His  Voice  at  this  firft-  Time  of  being  among 
OS,  (for  he  made  us  a  fccond  Vifit  when  it  was 
impair'd}  had  all  that  flrong,  clear,  Sweetnefs 
of  Tone,  fo  lately  admir'd  in  Senejino.  A  blind 
Man  could  fcarce  have  diflinguiih'd  them  ;  but 
in  Volubility  of  Throat,  the  former  had  much 
the  Superiority.  This  fo  exc«llent  Performer's 
Agreement  was  Eight  Hundred  Guineas  for  the 
Year,  which  is  bur  an  eighth  Part  more,  than 
half  the  Sum  that  has  fmce  been  given,  to  fe- 
veral,  that  could  never  totally  furpafs  himi 
The  Confequence  of  which  is,  that  the  Loffes 
by  Operas^  for  ieveral  Sealbns,  to  the  End  of 
the  Year  171%  have  been  £0  great,  that  tho& 
Gentlemen  of  Quality,  who  lail  undertook  the 
Dire<^on  of  them,  found  it  ridiculous  any 
longer  to  entertain  the  Publick,  at  fo  extrava- 
gant an  Expence,  while  no  one  particular  Per- 
A)n  thought  himfelf  oblig'd  by  it 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Tofts^  who"  look  her  firft  Groonds  of 
Muficfc  here  in  her  own  Country,  before  the 
Italian  T&fte  had  fo  highly  prevail'd,  was  then  - 
not  an  Atfc^in  it :  Yet  whatever  Defcft  the 
£i{hionably  Skilfiil  might  find  in  her  manner. 
Ihe  had,  in  the  general  Se^ife  of  her  Spcda- 
torsj  Charms  that  fkw  of  the  moft  learned 
Singers  ever  arrive  at.  The  Beauty  of  her  fine 
proportion'd  Figure,  and  cxquifitcly  fwect,  fiivcr 
Tone  of  her  Voice,  with  that  peculiar^  rapid 
Swiftnels  of  her  Throat,  were  Pcrfcdtions  not 
to  be  imitated  by  Art,  or  Labour.  FaUntim 
I  have  already  mention'd,  therefore  need  only 
fay  ^her  of  him,  that  though  he  was  every 
way  inferior  to  NicoUni^  yet  as  he  had  the  Ad- 
vantage of  giving  us  our  fird  Impreffion  of  a 
good  Opera  Singer,  he  had  ftill  his  Admirers, 
and  was  of  great  Service  in  being  fo  fkilfiil  a 
Second  to  his  Superior. 

Three  fuch  excellent  Performers,  in  the  iame 
kind  of  Entertainment  at  once,  England  till 
diis  Time  had  never  feen :  Without  any  fer- 
ther  Comparifon,  then,  wiih  the  much  dearer 
bought,  who  have  fucceeded  them  ^  their  Ko? 
velty,  at  leaft,  was  a  Charm  that  drew  raft 
Audiences  of  the  fine  World  after  them.  Swmey 
'  their  fole  Direftor  was  profperous,  and  in  one 
Winter,  a  Gainer  by  them  of  a  moderate 
younger  Brother's  Fortune.  But  as  Mufick, 
by  fo  profuie  a  Dlfpenlation  of  her  Beaudcs* 
could  not  always  fupply  our  dainty  Appetites, 
widi  equal  Variety,  nor  fi^r  ever  pleafe  us 
with  the  iamc  ObgcdtSi  the  Opera,  after  one 
luxurious 
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luxurious  Seafon,  like' the  fine  Wife  of  a  rov- 
ing Huftand,  began  to  lofe  its  Cliarras,  and 
every  Dajr  difcovcr'd  to  our  Satiety,  Imper- 
ieflions,  which  our  former  Fondncf^^ad  been 
blind  to  :  Bat  of  this,  I  fhall  obferve  more 
in  its  Place  :  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  en- 
quire into  the  Produdt'ions  of  our  native 
Theatre. 

It  may  eafily  be  conceiv'd,  that  by  this  entire 
Re-union  of  the  two  Companies,  Plays  muft 
generally  have  been  perform'd  *o  a  more  than 
ufual  Advantage,  and  Exai^lnefs  :  For  now 
every  chief  Aftor,  according  to  his  particular 
Capacity,  piqued  himfelf  upon  redifying  thofe 
Errors,  which  during  their  divided  State,  were 
almofl:  unavoidable.  Such  a  Choice  of  Adtors 
added  a  Richnefs  to  every  good  Play,  as  it 
was,  then,  ferv'd  up,  to  the  publick  Enter- 
tainment :  Trie  common  People  crowded  to 
th^m,  with  a  more  )oyous  Expec^tion,  and 
thole  of  the  higher  Tafte,  rcturn'd  to  them,  as 
to  old  Acquaintances,  with  new  Defires,  after  a 
long  Abfence.  In  a  Word,  all  Parties  feem'd 
better  pleas'd,  but  he,  who  one  might  imagine 
had  moft  Rcafon  to  be  fo,  the  (lately)  Ible  ma- 
naging Patentee.  He,  indeed,  faw  his  Power 
daily  mould'ring  from  his  own  Hands,  into 
thofe  of  Mr.  Brett;  whofe  Gentlemanly  man- 
ner  of  making  every  one's  Bufinels  eafy  to  him, 
threw  their  old  Mafter  under  a  Difregard, 
which  he  had  not  been  us'd  to,  nor  could  with 
all  his  happy  Change  of  Affairs,  fupport.  Al- 
though uiis  grave  Theatrical  Miniilcr,  of 
whom 
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whom  I  have  been  obltg'd  to  make  fuch  fre- 
quent mention,  had  acquired  the  Reputation 
of  a  moft  profound  Politician,  bv  being  often 
incompr^enfible,  yet  I  am  not  fure,  that  his 
Condu(5t  at  this  Jundure,  gave  us  not  an  e- 
vident  Proof,  that  he  was,  like  otlier  frail  Mor- 
tals, more  a  Slave  to  his  PaiTions,  than  his  In- 
tereft  j  for  no  Creature  ever  fcem'd  more 
fond  of  Power,  that  fo  little  knew  how  to 
ufe  it,  to  Iiis  Profit  and  Reputation  ;  otherwife 
he  could  not,  pofllbly  have  been  fo  difcontented, 
in  his  fecure  and  profperous  State  of  the  Theatre, 
as  to  refolve,  at  all  Hazards,  to  deftroy  it.  We. 
{hall  now  fee.  what  infalhble  Mcafures  he  took, 
to  bring  this  laudable  Scheme  to  Perfection. 

He  plainly  fkw,  that  as  this  difagreeable  Pro- . 
fperity  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  Condud:  of 
Mr.  Brett,  there  could  be  no  hope  of  recover- 
ing the  Stage  to  its  former  Confuiion,  but  by 
finding  fome  effi:<£fa]al  Means  to  make  Mr.  Brett 
weary  of  his  Charge:  The  moft  probable 
he  could,  for  the  prefent,  think  of,  in  this 
Diflrels,  was  to  call  in  the  Adventurers  (whom 
for  many  Years,  by  his  Defence  in  Law,  he 
had  kept  out)  now  to  take  care  of  their  vi- 
fibly  improving  Interefls.  This  fair  Appear- 
ance of  Equity,  being  known  t6  be  his  own 
Propofal,  he  rightly  guefs'd  would  incline 
tbefe  Adventurers,  to  form  a  Majority  of  Votes 
on  his  Side,  in  all  theatrical  C^eftions ;  and 
confequently  become  a  Check  upon  the  Powr 
er  of  Mr.  Brettj  who  had  fo  vilibly  alienated 
the  Hearts  of  his  theatrical  Subjeds,  and  now 
began  to  govem  without  him.  When  the  Ad- 
Y  venturer^ 
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ventures,  therefore,  were  rc-admitted  to  thcic 
old  Government ;  after  having  recommend^ 
cd  himfelf  to  tficm,  by  propofing  to  make 
fome  fmall  Dividend  of  the  Profits  (though  hc^ 
did. not  dcfign  that  Jcft  fliould  be  repeated)  hg 
took  care  tlmt  the  Creditors  of  the  Patent,  who 
were,  then,  no  jncpnfiderable  Body,  Oiould 
carry  off  the  every  Weeks  clear  Profits,  iri 
proportion  to  their  feveral  Dues  and  Demands. 
This  Conduift,  fo  fpccioufly  juft,  he  hiad  Hopes 
would  let  Mr.  Brett  fee,  that  His  Share,  irj 
the  Patent,  was  not  fo  valuable  an  ^cquiii- 
tion  as,  perhaps,  he  might  think  it :  and  pro- 

,  lably  make  a  Man  of  his  Turn  to  Pleafure, 
foon  weary  of  the  little  Profit,  and  grca^ 
Plague  it  gave  him. '  Now,  though  thcfe 
might  be'  all  notable  Expedients,  yet  I  can- 
iiot  fay  they  would  Iiave  wholly  contributed  to 
Mr.  Brett's  quitting  his  Po(l,  had  not  a  Mat- 
ter of  much  ftronger  Moment,  an  unexpected 
Difputc  between  him>  and  Sir  Thomas  SkifwitB^ 
prevailed  with  him  to  lay  it  down  :  For  iii  th^ 
midft  of  this  fiourifliing  State  of  the  Patent,  Mr^ 
Brett  was  fiirprtz'd'with  a  Subpoena  into  Chan- 
cery, from  Sir  Thomas  Skipmitb,  who  alledg'd  in 
his  fiill,  ^t  theConvey^ce  he  had  made  of  his 
Intereil  in  theTatent,  to  Mr'  Bretf^  was  only 
intended  in  Truft.  ( Whatever  the  Intent  might 
be,  the  Deed  itfel^  which  I  then  read,  made  no 
mention  of  any  Truft  whatever.)'  But  whether 

-  Mr.  Brrt^f  as  Sir  Tbo^at  &rther  alTertedi'  ha4 
prcvioui|y,'  or  afte?  die  Deed  was  fign'd,  given 
his  Word  oi"  Horiouf;  that  if  he  fliouId  ever 
make  the  Stage  turn  to  any  Account,  or  Profit^ 
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he  would  certainly  reftore  it :  That  indeed,  I 
can  fay  nothing  to  ;  but  be  the  Deed  valid,  or 
void,  the  Fafts  that  apparently  follow'd  were, 
that  tho'  Mr,  Brett^  in  his  Anfwcr  to  this  Bill, 
abfolutelydeny'd  his  receiving  this  Aflignment, 
either  in  TriiA,  or  upori  any  Tipiited Condition, 
of  what  kind  foever  •  yet  be  made  no  farther 
Defence  in  the  Caufe.  But  flnce  he  found  Sir 
^Tnmas  had  thought  5t,  On  any  Account,  to 
fue  for  the  Refiituti<Hi  of  it ;  and  Mr.  Brett 
being  himfcif  confcious,  that,  as  the  World 
knew,  he  bad  paid  no  ConHderation  for  it : 
'  his  keeping  it  might  be  mifconftrued,  or  not 
^vourably  fpoken  of;  ot  perhaps  finding,  tho* 
the  Profits  were  ^eat,  they  were  conftmtly 
fwallow'd  up  (as  faffi  been  obferv'd)  by  the 
previous  Satis£t£tion  of  old  Debts,  he  grew  io 
tir'd  of  the  Pl^e,  and  Trouble,  the  whole 
Afiair  had  ^vcn  him,  and  was  likely  ftill  tq 
engage  him  in,  that  in  a  few.  Weeks  after,  he 
withdrew  faimfetf,  from  all  Concern  with  the 
Theatre,  and  quietly  left  Sir  Thomas  to  find 
his  better  Accmrat  in  it.  And  thus  flood  this 
undecided  Right,  tilt  upon  the  Demife  of  Sir 
Ibomas,  Mr.  Brett  being  allow'd  the  Charges 
be  had  been  at,  in  this  Attendance,  and  Profe- 
cution  of  th*  Union,  reconvey*d  this  Share  of  * 
the  Patent  to  Sir  George  Skipwiib,  the  Son,  and 
l^eir  of  Sir  Thomas. 

'  Our  .  Polilkian,  th6  old  Patentee,  having  . 
thus  ft»tunately  got  rid  of  Mr.  Brett^  who  had 
fa  rafhly  brought  the  Patent  once  more  to  be  a 
profitable  Temire,  was  now  again  at  Liberty,, 
to  chufe  rather  ta  lofe  all,  than  not  to  have  it 
all  to  himfelf.  Y  2  ..Cotic^le 
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I  have,  elfewhere,  obierv'd,  that  nothing 
can  fo  elFediually  fecure  the  Strength,  or  cop-; 
tribute  to  the  Profperity  of  a  good  Company, 
as  the  Direflors  of  it  having  aJways,  as  n^r 
as  poiTible,  an  amicable  Underf^nding,  with 
three  or  four  of  their  beft  Aftors,  whofe  good, 
or  ill-will,  RiuO:  naturally  inake  a  wide  Di& 
ference,  in  their  profitabli;,  or  ufelefs  manner 
qf  fcrving  them  :  While  the  principal  are  kept 
reafonably  eafy,  the  ]ow?r  Clafs  can  never  be 
troublefome,  without  hurting  themfelves  :  But 
when  a  valuabip  Aftor  is  hardly  treated,  the 
Mafler  muH:  bp  a  very  cunning  Man,  that  finds 
his  Account  in  it.  We  (hall  now  fee  how  iar 
Experience  will  verify  this  Obfervation. 

The  Patentees  thinking  themfelves  fecure, 
in  being  reftor'd  to  theis  former  abfolute  Power, 
over,  this,  npw,  only  Company,  chofe  rather 
to  govern  it  by  the  Reverfe  of  the  Method  I 
have  recommended :  For  iho'  the  daily  Charge 
of  their  united  Company  apipupted  not,  by>a 
good  deal,  to  what  eithcc  of  the  two  Com- 
panies, now  in  Drury-Larje,  or  Covent-Garden^ 
fingly,  arifcs  i  they  notwithftanding  fell  into 
their  foriji^r  politicks,  of  thinking  every  Shil- 
ling taken  fi-om  a  hired  ^G^qx,  fo  much  clear 
Gain  to  the  Proprietor  :  Many  of  their  People, 
therefore,  were  adually,  if  not  injudicloully, 
reduced  in  their  Pay,  and  others  given  to  un-: 
derftand,  the  fame  Fate  was  delign'd  them  ;  of 
which  laft  Number  I,  myfelf,  vras  one  ;  which 
occurs  to  my  Memory,  by  the  Anfwer  I  made 
0  one  of  the  ^dvei^turcrs  j  who,  in  Juflifica- 
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tioh  bf  their  intended  Proceeding  told  me, 
that  my  Salary,  tho'  it  fhoulJ  be  lefs,  tlun  it 
was,  by  ten  Shillings  a  Week,  would  ftiU  be 
more  than  ever  Goodman  had,  who  was  a  bet- 
ter Aftor,  than  I  could  pretend  to  be :  To 
which  I  reply'd,  This  may  be  true,  but  then 
you  know.  Sir,  it  is  x&  true,  that  Goodman  was 
forced  to  go  upon  the  High-way  for  a  Liveli- 
hood. As  this  was  a  knowh  Fafl  of  ^ood- 
mariy  my  mentioning  it,  oft  that  Occafion,  t 
believe,  was  of  Fervice  to  me  ;  at  Icaft  my  Sa- 
lary was  not  reduced  after  it.  To  fay  a  Word 
or  two  more  of  Goodman,  fo  celebrated  an 
Aftor,  in  his  Time,  perhaps  may  fet  the  Con- 
duft  of  the  Patentees  in  a  clearer  Light.  Tho' 
Goodman  had  left  the  Stage,  before  I  came  to 
It,  I  had  fome  flight  Acquaintance  with  him. 
About  the  Time  of  his  being  cipe£ted  to  be  an 
Evidence  againft  Sir  yohn  Fennvick^  in  the  Af^ 
faflination-PIot,  in  ]6<^6,  I  happeii'd  to  meet  - 
him  at  Dinner,  at  Sir  Tbotnds  Sktpwitb's,  who, 
as  he  was  an  agreeable  Companion  himfelf, 
liked  Goodman  for  the  ferae  Quality.  Here  it 
was,  that  Goodman,  without  Difguifc,  or  fpr- 
ing  himfelf,  fell  into  a  laughing  Account  of 
feveral  loofc  Paflages  of  bis  younger  Life  ;  as 
his  being  expell'd  the  UniVerfity  of  Cambridge, 
for  being  one  of  the  hot-headed  Sparks,  who 
Were  Conccrn'd  in  the  cutting,  and  defacing 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  Pifhire,  then  Chan- 
cellor of  that  Place.  But  this  Difgrace,  it 
feems,  had  not  difqualiiied  him  for  the  Stage  j 
which,  like  the  Sea-Service,  rcfiifes  no  Man, 
for  his  Morals,  that  is  able-bodied :  There,  as 
Y  3  an 
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an  Ador,  he  ibon  grew  into  a  different  Repu- 
tation }  but  whatever  his  Mmt  might  be,  the 
Pay  of  a  hired  Hero,  in  thofe  Days,  was  fo 
very  low,  that  he  was  forced,  it  Teems,  to 
take  the  Air  (as  he  call'd  it)  and  borrow  what 
Money  the  firil  Man  he  met,  had  about  him. 
But  this  being  his  firft  Exploit  of  that  kind, 
which  the  Scantinefs  of  his  theatrical  Fortune 
had  reduced  him  to,  King  'James  was  prevaird. 
upon,  to  pardon  him :  Wluch  Goodman  faid, 
was  doing  him  fo  particular  an  Honour,  that 
no  Man  could  wonder,  if  his  Acknowledgment 
had  carried  him,  a  little  &rther,  than  ordinary, 
into  the  Intereft  of  that  Prince :  But  as  he  had, 
lately,  been  out  of  Luck,  in  backing  his  old 
Mauer,  he  had  now  no  way  to  get  home  the. 
Life  he  was  out,  upon  his  Account,  but  by 
being  under  the  fame  Obligations  to  King 
WiUiam. 

Another  Anecdote  of  him,  though  not  quite 
fo  difhbnourably  enterprizing,  which  I  had 
from  his  own  Mouth,  at  a  differeot  Time, 
will  equally  fliew,  to  what  low  fliifts  in  Life, 
the  poor  ProviHon  for  good  Adtors,  under  the 
early  Government  of  the  Patent,  reduced  them. 
In  the  younger  Daj*^  of  their  Heroifm,  Oiptain 
Grijrn,  and  Goodman  were  confined  by  their 
moderate  Salaries,  to  the  Oeconomy  of  lying 
together,  in  the  fame  Bed,  and  having  but  one 
whole  Shirt  between  them :  One  of  them  be- 
ing under  the  Obligation  of  a  Rendezvous, 
with  a  £ur  Lady,  infifled  upon  his  wearing  it> 
out  of  his  Turn,  which  occafion'd  fo  high 
a  Difpute,  that  the  Combat  was  imme- 
diately 
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diately  demanded,  and  accordingly  their  Pi«- 
tenfions  to  it,  ■  were  decided  by  a  feir  Tilt 
upon  the  Spot,  Jn  the  Room,  where  they  lay : 
But  whether  Clytm^  or  ^xander  was  obliged 
to  /ee  no  Compaay,  till  a  worfe  could  be. 
Vafh'd  for  him,  leems  not  to  be  a  material 
Poinf  in  their  Hiftory,  or  to  my  Purpofe. 

By  this  Rate  of  GooJmaa^  who,  'till  the- , 
Time  of  his  quitting  the  Stage,  never  had 
more,  than  what  is  call'd  forty  Shillings  a 
Week,  it  may  be  judg'd,  how  cheap  the  Za- 
bour  of  Adors  had  been  formerly  j  and  the 
Patentees  thought  it  a  Folly  to  continue  the 
higher  PHce,  (which  their  Di*rifions.  had  fince 
railed  them  to)  now  there  was  but  one  Market 
for  them  ;  but  alas !  they  had  forgot  their  for- 
mer fetal  Miilake  of  fqiubbling  with  their 
Afters,  in  1 695  ;  nor  did  they  make  any  Al- 
lowance for  the  Changes  and  Operations  of 
Time,  or  enough  confider  the  Jntereft  the 
Adors  had  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  on  whofe 
Protection  they  might  always  rely,  and  whofe 
Decrees  had  been  lefi  reftrain'd  1^  Precedent^ 
than  thofe  of  a  Lord  Chancellor. 

In  this  mlAaken  View  of  their  Intereft,  the 
Patentees,  by  treatmg  their  Adtors  as  Enemies, 
really  made  them  fo :  And  when  once  the 
Mafters  of  a  hired  Company  think  not  theirs. 
Actors  Hearts  as  necelTary,  as  their  Hands, 
they  dinnot  be  laid  to  have  agreed  for  above 
half  the  Work,  they  are  able  to  do  in  a  Diay  t 
Or,  if  an  unexpe<Sed  Succei£  ihould,  notwith-. 
Handing,  make  the  Profits,  in  any  grofs  Di& 
proporti  m,  greater  than  the  Wages }  the 
Y  4  Wages 
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Wages  will  always  have  fomcthing-worfe,  than 
a  Murmur,  at  the  Head  of  them,  that  will 
not  only  meafure  the  Merit  of  the  After,  by 
the  Gains  of  the  Proprietor,  but  will  never  na- 
turally be  quiet,  till  every  Scheme  of  getting 
kito  -Property  has  been  tried,  to  make  the  9er- 
iteht  his  own  Mafter  ;  And  this,  as  fer  as  Ex- 
perience can  make  me  judge,  will  always  be, 
iti  either  of  thefe  Cafes,  the  State  of  our  Eng- 
UJh  Theatre.     What  Truth  there  may  be,  in 

■this  Obfervation,  we  are  now  coming  to  a 
Proof  of. 

To  enumerate  all  the  particular  A«5ts  of 
Power,  in  which  the  Patentees  daily  bore 
hard,  upon  this,  i^bw  only  Company  of  Aftors, 
might  be  as  tedious,  as  unnece&ry ;  I  (hall 
thwcfore  come,  at  once,  to  their  moft  mate-. 
I'ial  Grievance,  upon  which  they  grounded 
their  Complaint  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who, 
in  the  Year  following,  1709,  took  efiedual 
Meafures  for  their  Relief. 

.  -  The  Patentees  obferving  that  the '  Benefit- 
Plays  of  the  Aftors,  towards  the  latter  End  of 
Uie  Seafon,  brought  the  moft  crowded  Audi- 
ences in  the  Year ;  began  to  think  their  own 
Interefts  too  much  negleftcd,  by  thefe  partial 
Favours  of  the  Town,  to  their  Adtors ;  and 
therefore  judg'd,  it  would  not  be  impoUtick, 
ift"  fuch  -wholefome  annu.il  Profits,  to  have  a 
Eellow-feeling  with  thsm.  Accordingly,  an 
iTidulto  was  laid  of  one  Third,  out  of  the  Pro- 
fits of  every  Benefit,  for  the  proper  Ufc,  and 
Behoof  of  the  Patent.  But,  that  a  clear  Judg- 
ment may  be  form'd  of  t^'^  ^^uitv,  or  Plard- 
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(hip  of  this  Impofition,  it  will  be  ncceffary  to 
Ihew  from  whence,  and  irom  what  Caufcs^ 
the  Aftors  Claim  to  Benefits  originally  pro- 
ceeded. 

During  the  Reigned  King.  Gj&tfr/irf,  an  Ac- 
tor's Benefit  had  never  b£en.  heard  of.  '.  :Th«i 
Aril  Indulgence  of  this  kindi  was  given  to  Mrs. 
Barry  ^  has  been  formerly  obfcrved^  in  King 
James's  Time,  in  Confideration  of  the  cxtra- 
"  ordinary  Applaufe,  that  had  followed  h.ex  Per- 
formance :  But  there  this  Favour  refted,  to  her 
alone,  'till  after  the  Diviiion  of  the  only  ComV 
pany  in  1695,  at  which  Time  the  Patentees 
were  foon  reduced  to  pay  their  Aftors,  half  in 
good  Words,  and  half  in  ready  Money,  la- 
diis  precarious  Condition,  fome  particular  Ac*. 
tors  ^however  binding  their  Agreements,  tn^ht 
be)  were  too  poor,  or  too,  wife  to  go  to  L^w 
with  a  Lawyer  ;  and  therefore  rather  choie  to 
compound  ijieir  Arrears,  for  ^eir  being  ad-' 
mitted  to  the  Chance  of  having  them  made 
up,  by  the  Profits  of  a  Benefit-Play.  This 
Expedient  had  this  Confequence  ;  that  the  Pa- 
tentees, tho'  their  daily  Audiences,  might,  and 
did  fometimes,  mend,  Aill  kept  the  ihortSub- 
liftance  of  their  A£tors,  at  a  JUod,  and  grew 
more  ileady  in  their  Refolution  fo  to  keep  ^m^ 
as  they  found  them  lefs  apt  to  mutiny,  while 
their  Hopes  of  being  clear'd  off,  hy  a  Benefit, 
were  depending.  In  a  Year,  or  two,  thefe 
Benefits  grew  fo  advantageous,  that  they  be- 
came, at  laft,  tht  chief  Article,  in  every  Aftor's 
Agreement. 

Now 
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Now  though  the  A^ccmcnts  of  thcfe  nn?- 
ted  Aftors,  1  am  fpeaking  of  ia  1708,  were 
as  yet,  only  Verbal ;  yet  that  matle  no  Difl^ 
rencc  in  the  honcft  Obligation,  to  keep  them  i 
Bat,  as  Honour  at  that  time  happen'd  to  have: 
but  a  loofe  hold  of  their  Cortfciences,  the  Pa- 
tentees rather  l:ho{e  to  give  it  the  flip,  and 
went  on  with  their  Work  without  it.  No  Ac-s 
tor,  therefore,  could  have  his  Benefit  fix'dj 
'till  he  had  fiiil  iign'd  a  Paper,  iignitying  Kvs 
voluntary  Acceptance  of  it,  upon  the,  above^ 
Conditions,  any  C^ims  Srora.  Cuftom,  to  the 
ccMitrary,  notwhhftanding.  Several  at  firft  rc^ 
ibfi'd  to  fign  this  Paper  j  upon  which  the  next 
in  Rank  were  ofTer'd  on  the  fame  Conditionsy 
to  come  before  the  Refiifers  ;  this  fmart  Expe* 
dient  got  fome  few  of  the  Fearful  the  Prefe- 
rence to  their  Seniors;  who,  at  laft,  feeing  the' 
Time  was  too  ftiort  for  a  jweient  Remedy,  and 
that  they  ntuft  either  come  into  the  Boax,  oi 
lofe  their  Tide,  were  forc'd  to  comply,  with 
what,  they,  as  yet,  filently,  refiinted  as  the  fe- 
veraft  Injury.  In  this  Situation,  therefore,  they 
chole  to  let  the  principal  Benefits  be  over,  that' 
their  Grievances  might  fwetl  into  fome  Bulk^ 
before  they  made  any  Application  for  Redrefs 
to  the  Lord^Chambcrlajn  ;  who,  upon  hear- 
ing their  general  Complainr,  order'd  the  Paten- 
tees to  Ihew  caufe,  why  their  Benefits  had  been 
diminiOi'd  one  Third,  contrary  to  the  com- 
mon Uiage  ?  The  Patentees  pleaded  the  fign'd 
Agreement,  and  the  Adors  Receipts  of  the 
•ther  two  Thirds,  m  fiill  Satisiaftion.  But 
thefc 
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thefe  wtxt  prov'd  to  have  been,  exafted  from 
theni}  by  the  Methods  already  mentioned. 
They  notwithAanding  inliil  upon  them  as  law- 
£il.  But  as  Law>  and  Equity  do  not  always 
i^^ee,  they  were  look'd  upon  as  un)uft>  and 
arbitrary.  Whereupon  the  Patentees  were  wam'd 
ac  thdr  Peril,  to  refiife  the  Adtors  full  Satk&c- 
tiofi.  But  here  it  was  thought  neceflkry,  that 
Judgment  ihould  be  for  fbme  time  refpitedj 
^till  the  A£tors,  who  had  leave  fo  to  do,  could  . 
fyna  a  Body  ftrong  enough  to  make  the  IftcH-* 
natbn  of  the  Lord-  Chamberlain  to  relieve  them, 
^ra&icable. 

Accordingly  Siviney  (who  was  then  fole  IMf 
kSlos  of  the  Opera  only)  had  Permiffion  to  en- 
ter into  a  private  Treaty,  with  fuch  of  the  uni- 
ted A£toxi  in  Drury-Lane^  as  might  be  thoughfe 
fit  to  head  a  Company,  undfer  theu*  ovm  Ma-* 
nagement,  and  to  be  Sharers  with  him  in  thtf 
Hay -Market.  The  Adors  chofen  for  this 
Charge,  were  JVilkSy  Dogget^  Mrs.  Oldftid, 
and  Myfelf.  But,  befwe  I  proceed,  left  it 
Ihould  icem  furprizing,  that  neitho-  Bettertm* 
Mrs.  Barry ^  Mrs.  Braeegirdh^  or  Bo^b,  were 
.  Parties  in  this  Treaty  ;  it  muft  be  obTerv'd, 
that  BettertoB  was  now  fcvcoty-three,  and  ra- 
ther chofe,  with  the  Inlkmities  of  Age,  upon 
him,  to  rely  on  iiich  Salary,  s&  might  be  a^ 
pointed  him,  than  to  invdve  himfal^  in  the 
Cares*  and  Hurry,  that  muft  unavoidaUy  at- 
tend the  Regulation  of  a  new  Company.  A» 
to  the  two  celebrated  Adtre^  I  have  named, 
tins  has  been  itiy  firft  proper  Occafion  of  mak' 

ing 
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ing  it  known,  that  they  had  both  quitted  the 
Stage  the  Year  before  this  Tran^ftion  was" 
thought  of.  And  Bootby  as  yet,  was  icarce 
out  of  his  Minority  as  an  A£tor,  or  only  in  the 
Promife  of  that  Reputation,  which  in  about 
four  or  five  Years  after,  he  happily  arriv'd  at. 
However^  at  this  Juni^re,  he  was  not  fo  ht 
overlook'd,  as  not  to  be  ofFer'd  a  valuable  Ad- 
dition to  his  Salary :  But  this  he  declin'd,  be- 
ing, while  the  Patentees  were  under  thb  Dit 
trefe,  as  much,  if  not  more,  in  fevour,  with 
their  chief  Manager,  as  a  Schematift,  than  as 
an  AGtot :  And  indeed  he  appear'd,  to  my 
Judgment,  more  inclin'd  to  rifque  his  Fortune 
in  Drury-Lane,  wiiere  he  fliould  have  no  Ri-< 
val.  in  Parts,  or  Power,  than  on  any  Terms  to 
embark  in  the  Hay^Market ;  where  he  was  fura 
to  meet  with  Of^ncnts  in  both.  However 
this  his  SepMation  from  our  Iniereft,  when  our 
All  w:as  at  ftake,  aiterwards  kept  his  Advance- 
ment, to  a  Share  with  us,  in  our  more  fuc' 
qefsfiil  Days,  longer  poftpon'd,  than  othcrwife 
it  probably  might  have  been. 

When  Mrs.  O/fiJifeW  was  naminated  as  a  joint 
Sj^er,  in  our  new  Agreement  to  be  .made 
with  &!vittty  ;  Dogget^  who  had  no  Objection 
to  her  Merit,  infifted  that  our  ASaks  could 
never  be  upon  a  fecure  Foundation,  if  there 
was  more,  than  one  Sex  admitted  to  the  Ma-> 
nagement  of  them.  He  therefore  hop'd,  that 
if  we  offer 'd  Mrs.  OldfUld^  a  Carte  Blanche^ 
inllead  of  a  Share,  (he  would  not  tliinfc  herfelf 
Hightcd.  This  was  inflantly  agreed  to,  and 
Mrs. 
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Mre.  Oyfeld  recciv'd  it  raihier  as  a  Favour, 
than  a  Difobligation  :  Her  Demands  therefore 
were  Two  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  certain, 
and  a  Benefit  clear'  of  all  Charges ;  which 
were  readily  £gn'd  to.  Her  Eaiinels  on  this 
Occalion,  fome  Years  after,  when  our  EAa- 
bliihment  was  in  Profperity,  made  us,  with 
lefs  Reluftancy,  advance  her  Two  Hundred 
Pounds,  to  Three  Hundred  Guineas  per  j1n~ 
num,  with  her  ufual  Benefit,  which  upon  an 
Average  for  feveral  Years,  at  leaft,  doubled  that 
Sum. 

When  a  fufficient  Number  of  Aftors  were 
engag'd,  under  our  Confederacy  with  Stoin^^ 
it  was  then  judg'd  a  proper  time,  for  the  Lord- 
Chamberlain's  Power,  to  operate,  which,  by 
lying  above  a  Month  dormant,  had  fo  &r  re* 
covcr'd  the  Patentees,  from  any  Apprehen0ons 
of  what  might  &11  upon  them,  from  their  late 
Ufurpations  on  the  Benefits  of  the  Aftors,  that 
they  began  to  fet  their  Marks  upon  thofe  who 
had  diflinguifli'd  themfelves,  in  the  Applica- 
tion for  Redrefa.  Several  little  Dif^ces  were 
put  upon  them  )  particularly  in  the  Difpofal 
of  Parts,  in  Plays  to  be  rcviv'd,  and  as  vifi- 
ble  a  Partiality  was  fhewn  in  the  Promotion  of 
thofe  in  their  Intereft,  though  then*  Endea* 
vours  to  fervc  them  could  be  of  no  extraordi- 
nary ufe.  How  often  does  Hiflory  fhew  us, 
in  the  fame  State  of  Courts,  the  fame  Poli- 
ticks have  been  pra^s'd  ?  All  this  while,  the 
other  Party  were  pafTivcly  filent  j  'till  one 
Qay,  the  A£tor  who  particularly  foUcited  their 
Caufc. 
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Cauie,  at  die  Lord-Chamberlain's  Office^  be- 
ing ihewn  there  the  Order  fign'd,  for  ablblute- 
iy  lilcncing  the  Patentees,  and  ready  to  be 
fcrv'd,  flew  back  with  tlie  News  to  his  Com-! 
pnions,  then  at  a  Refaearial,  in  which  he 
had  been  wanted ;  when  being  cali'd  to  his 
part,  and  fon^ething  liajlily  queilion'd  by  the 
Patentee,  for  his  Negleft  of  Bufinefs  :  This 
A<3or,  I  fay,  with  an  ere<3ed  Look,  and  a 
Theatrical  Spirit,  at  once  threw  oflf  the  Mafk, 

and  roundly  told  him •  &"r,  I  have  mw 

113  more  Bufinefs  Here,  than  you  have  ;'  in  iuUf 
an  HouKy  ycu  will  neither  i6<«;f  A&ors  to  com" 

mandj  nor  AiUbon'ty,  to  emphy  them.  ■ The 

Patentee,  who  though  he  could  not  readily 
comprehend  his  myftcrious  manner  of  Speak- 
ing, had  juil  a  Glimpfe  of  Terror  enough" 
from  the  Words,  to  foften  his  Reproof  into  a 
cpld  formal  Declaration,  That  if  he  would  not- 
do  his  Work,  bejbould  not  he  paid.  —  But  now, 
to  complete  the  Cataftrophe  of  thefc  Theatri- 
cal Commotions,  enters  the  Melienger,  witl^ 
the  Order  of  Silence  in  his  Hand,  whom  the 
tame  Adtor  officioufly  introduc'd,  telling  the 
Patentee,  that  the  Genilcmap  wanted  to  fpeafc 
with  him,  from  the  Lord-Chamberlain.  When 
the  Meflenger  had  delivered  die  Order,  the 
Aflor  thro\ying  his  Head  over  his  Shoulder, 
towards  the  Patentee,  in  the  manner  of  Shake' 
^ar'$  Harry  the  Eighth  to  Cardinal  W^fiy* 
cry  *d  —  Read  o'er  that !  and  now — to  Breai- 
fafi^  laitb  what  Appetite  you  may.  Tho'  theie 
Words  might  be  fppken,   in  too  vindidtivc» 

an(£ 
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and  'mfqlting  a  manner,  tp  be  pommended  ^  yet 
from  the  Fullnefs  of  a  Heart  injuriouily  treated, 
and  now  reliev'd  by  that  inftant  Occafion,  why 
Alight  they  not  be  pardon'd  ? 

The  Aut'hority  of  the  Patent  now  no  longer 
fubfifting/all  the  confederate  A^or§  immedi- 
ately walk'd  out  of  the  Houfe,  to  which  they 
pever  return'd,  "till  they  became  themfclves  the, 
Tenants,  and  Maftcrs  of  jt. 

Here  again,  we  fee  an  higher  Inilance  of  the 
Authority  of  a  Lord^Chamberlain,  than  any 
of  thofe  I  haye  elfewhere  mentioned  :  From 
whence  that  Power  might  be  deriv'd,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  I  am  not  Lawyer  enough 
to  know  i  however  It  is  evident  that  a  law- 
yer obey'd  it,  though  to  his  Coft  ;  which 
might  incline  one  to  think,  that  the  Law  was 
not  clearly  againft  it :  Be  that  as  it  may,  Cince 
the  Law  has  lately  made  it  no  longer  a  Que- 
ftion,  let  us  drop  the  Enquiry,  and  proceed  to 
the  FacSs,  which  foDow'd  this  Order,  that 
filenc'd  the  Patent. 

|>'rom  this .  laft  jnjtidicious  Diiagreement  of 
the  Patentees  with  their  principal  A(3ors,  and 
from  what  they  had  fu^ered  on  the  fame  Oc- 
cai^on,  in  theDivifion  of  their  only  Company 
in  1695,  might  we' not  imagine  there  was 
fbmething  of  In&tuation,  in  their  Manage- 
jnent  P  For  thopgh  I  allow  A£tors,  in  gene- 
ral, when  they  are  too  much  indulg'd,  or  go- 
vern'd  by  an  unHeady  Head,  to  be  as  unruly  a 
Multitude  as  Power  can  be  plagued  with ; 
yet  there  is  a  Mediufn^,  which,  if  cautioufly 
'        '  '  .2  oh- 
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obfcrved  by  a  candid  ufc  of  Power,  making 
them  always  know,  without  feeling,  their  Su- 
perior, neither  fuffering  their  Encroachments, 
nor  invading  their  Rights,  with  an  immove- 
able Adherence  to  the  accepted  Laws,  they  are 
to  walk  by  ;  fuch  a  Regulation,  I  lay,  has  ne- 
ver f^il'd,  in  my  Obfervation,  to  have  made 
them  a  tradable,  and  profitable  Society.  If 
the  Government  of  a  weJl-eftablifh'd  Theatre 
were  to  be  compar'd  to  that  of  a  Nation  ; 
there  is  no  one  A<a  of  Policy,  or  Mifconduift 
in  tiie  one,  or  the  other,  in  which  the  Mana- 
ger might  not,  in  feme  parallel  Cafe  (laugh, 
if  you  pleafe)  be  equally  applauded,  or  con- 
demned with  the  Statefman.  Perhaps  this^ 
will  not  be  found  fo  wild  a  Conceit,  if  you 
look  into  the  19  ^d  Tfl^Zw-,  Vol.  4.  where  the 
Affairs  of  the  State,  and  thofc  of  the  very 
Stage,  which  I  am  now  trpating  of,  arc,  in  a 
Letter  from  Dcwns  the  Promptor,  compar'd, 
and  wkh  a  great  deal  of  Wit  and  Humour, 
fet  upon  an  equal  Foot  of  Policy.  The  Let- 
ter is  fuppos'd  to  have  been  written,  in  the_ 
laft  Change  of  the  Miniftry  in  Queen  Anm'^ 
Time.  I  will  therefore  venture,  upon  the  Au- 
thority of  that  Author's  Imagination,  to  carry 
the  Comparifon  as  high  as  it  can  poffibly  go, 
and  fay,-  That  as  I  remember  one  of  our 
Princes,  in  the  laft  Century,  to  have  lofl  his 
Crown,  by  too  arbitrary  a  Ufc  of  his  Power, 
though  he  knew  how  fetal  the;  fame  Meafurcs 
had  been  to  his  unhappy  Father  before  him  ; 
why  ftiould  we  wonder,  that  the  fame  Paflions- 
taking 
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^Faking  PofleHion  of  Men,  in  lower  Li&,  by  an 
equally  impolitick  Ufage  of  their  Theatrical 
SubjeftSj  fhould  have  involved  thp  PatenteeSr^ 
proportionable  Calamities. 

During  the  Vacation,  whkh  immediately 
£>llow'd  the  Silence  of  the  Patent,  both  Par- 
ties were  at  leifure  to  &rm  their  Schemes  for 
the  Winter :  For  the  Patentee  would  ilill  hqld 
•out,  notwithAanding  his  being  lb  miferably 
jnaim'd,  -or  over-match'd^  He  had  no  more 
R^ard  to  Blows,  than  a  blind  Cock  of  the 
■Game  j  he  might  be  beaten,  but  would  never 
yield,  the  Patent  was  ftill  in  his  Poffeflwn, 
and  die  Broad-Seal  to  it  vifibly  as  -freflj  as  ever : 

'  Befides,  he  had  yet  fomc  Adtorain  his  Service, 
at  a  much  cheaper  Rate  than  thofe  who  had 
left  him,  the  SaJaries  sf  which  laft,  'now  they 

.  i¥ould  not  work  &r  him»  he  was  not  oblig*d 
to  pay.  in  this  way  of  thinking,  he  lull 
kept  together  fuch,  as  had  not  b«n  invited 

■over  to  tnel^iy'MiirJteet  <ir  had  been  influenc'd 
"hy  Booth,  to  ibUow  his  Fortune  to  Xif^^3h 

By  the  Patentee's  keeping  thefe  Remains  qf 
bis  broken  Forces  together,  it  is  plain,  that  he 
Imag^'d  this  Order  of  Silence,  like  others  of 
die  l^e  £.in4,  would  b&  recall'd  of  courfe, 
after  a  reafonable  time  of  Obedience  had  been 
jNud  to  it:  ^ut,  it  feems,  be  had  lelv'd  top 
imuch  t^a  former  Precedents ;  nor  had  his 
Folitk:ks  yet  div'd,  into  the  Secret,  that  the 
Court  Power,  with  which  die  Patent  had  been 
ib  Iqi^  ^d  often  at  variance,  had  new  a 
Z  miftd 
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mind  to  take  the  p^bUck  Dlverfions  more  ab- 
folutcly  into  their  own  Hands :  Not  that  I  have 
any  ftronger  Reafons  for  this  Conje£hire,  than 
that  the  Patent,  n?ver  after  this  Order  of  Si^ 
lence,  got  l^avp  to  play  during  the  Queen's 
Rfign.  But  upon  the  Acceflion  of  his  late 
Majcfty,  Power  having  then  a  different  Aipeft, 
the  Patent  found  no  Difficulty  in  being  per- 
mitted to  exercife  its  former  Authority  fat 
acting  Plays,  &c:  which,  however  from  this 
time  of  their  lying  ftill,  in  1 709,  did  nqt 
happen  'till  1714,  which  the  old  Patentee  ne- 
vpr  liv'd  to  fee :  For  he  dy'd  about  fix  Weeks 
before  the  new-built  Theatre  in  Lincoln* s-lrtn- 
Fields  was  open'd,  where  the  firft  Play  a£ted 
was  the  Recruiting  O^er,  under  the  Manase- 
ment  of  his  Heirs  and  Succeffors.  But  of  mat 
.Theatre,  it  is  not  yet  tlnje  to  give  any  further 
Account; 

The  firft  Poipt  refolv'd  on,  by  the  Come- 
dians now,  re-eftablifhed  in  tht  Ht^- Marie f, 
was  to  alter  the  auditofy  Part  of  their  Thea- 
tre ;  the  Inconvcniencies  of  which  have  been 
^Uy  enlarged  upon  in  a  former  Chapter.  Whaj 
embarrafs'd  them  moft  in  this  Dcfign,  was, 
their  want  /  of  Time  to  fto  it  in  a  more  com- 
plcat  manner  than  it,  now  remains  in,  othcrwifc 
they  had  brought  it,  to  the  original  Model  of 
jhat  in  Drury-Laney  only  in  a  larger  Propor- 
tion, as  the  wider  Walls  of  it  would  require;  as 
^erp  are  not  many  Spcflators  who  may  remem- 
ber what  Form  the  Drury-Lane  Theatre  ftood 
in^  a|)out  forty  Years  sgtJ,  before  the  old  Pa- 
tentee 
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teotee,  Co  ikake.  it  hold  iaor«  Mogey,  took  it- 
la  hh  Head  to  alter  it,  it  -  were  but  Juftice 
to  kytbf  origuial  Figure,  which  Sir  Unifior- 
pher  ffreh-firii  gare  i^  and  the  Alteradoos  of  ' 
it,  now  Aapdmg,  in^  £ur  Light ;  ^t  et^iaJL 
Spc&ators  may  fyt,  if  they  wer-e  ^  their  choice^ 
which  of  the  Stnidiues  would  incUae  them- 
to  a  Preference..  But  in  tMs  Appeal,  I  only 
Jpeak  to  fif ch'Spe£laton  as  allow  «  good  Play,; 
well  aded,  to  be  the  moil  valuable  Entertain- 
ment of  the  Stage.  Whether  fuch  Plf  ys  (Icav^, 
ing  the  Skill  pf  the  dead,  or  living  A^^qr^ 
equally  out  of  the  Queftiw)  We-been  morei,, 
or  lefs,  recpmpiended  in  their  pE^fentaticio. 
by  cither  of  thefe  dU&reent  Forms  of  that, 
TbeatrCj  is  our  prefent  Matter  of  Enquiry. 
.  I  muft  be  obierred,  then,  that  the  iVrea,  or 
Platform  of  the  ol4  Stage,  proje^cd  about 
fbur  Foot  forwanipr,  u^■  a  Semi-oval  Figure,; 
parallel  -to  ibe  Benches  of  the  Pit;  afd  that 
the  forftier,  lower  Doors  of  Entn^occ  for ,  thq 
Adors  were  broi^ht  dqwn  l^tmeen  the  twq 
foren»ft(aadthen  oply)  Pilafters  j  in  .the  Placq 
of  which  Doors, ./now  the  twp, Stage-Boxes 
are  fixt,  .That  where  the  Doorv  of  Entrancp 
now  are,  there  fomierly^i^ood  two  additiona} 
Side-Wingsj  in  front  tQ.a  full  Set  of  Sfxnes, 
which  had  then  ^n^oljt  «  double  ESet^,  in  their  ■ 
Ixtftinefr,  and  Magnificence.  , 

By  this  Original  ForiBi  the  ufual  Sta^  ol 
the  Aftors,  in  almoft  every  Scen^  was  ad- 
vanc'd  at  leaft  tea  Foot  nearer  to  the  Audi- 
pice*.  t^Wth^yoowcanbej  because,  notonr 
■  Z  2  ly 


j4o  '^^^  L  r  F  E  of 
\y  from'  the  Stage's  being  ftiorteo'd,  in  froAt, 
^  but  YiUcvfiCi  from  the  additional  Interpofitipn 
of  thoiy  Stage-Boxee,  the  A&on  (in  rcfpeft  to 
ihe  Spiriflators,  that  fill  them)  are  kept  fo 
much  more  backward  from  the  main  Audience, 
than  they  us^  to  be :  But  when  the  Actors 
were  iir-PoflfcOion  of  thftt  forwarder  Space,  to, 
advance  upon,  the  Voice  was  then  more  in  th^ 
Centre  of  the  Houfe,  fo  that  the  moft  diP. 
tant  Efli" hadicarce  the  leaft  Donbt,  or  Diffi- 
cultly itt  hearing  what  fell  from  the  weakcft 
Utttfatice?  All  Objefls  were  thus  drawn  near-. 
«r  to  the  'Benfej  fcyeiy  painted  Scene  was 
ftrdhgti'j  ¥^ry  grrnid'-SfiMC  and  Dance  mor6 
cxtdndidj-eVBry  rkJh  cff  fine-Coloured  Habit 
had  a  iri6reii«l^  Luftre :  Nor  was  the  mi- 
jiiiteff  Motibh  of  a  Fwiiire(if«x)periy  changing 
with  die  PaffipD,  or  Hurbblir  ft  foitcd)  ever 
Jdft,  a^  th^y  frequently  muit  be  in  the  Ob* 
fcu/ity  -of  too  great  a  Diftante  i  And  how  va- 
hiiblc  art  ■'Advantage  thA  FacifitT  of  hearing 
ffiftlnSly,  'is-td  every  well^afted  Scene,  every 
commbh'^dtator  is  a  Judge.  A  Voice  icarce 
rarf^d  above  the'  Tone'  of  a  Whifper,  cither  in^ 
^nderiiefi,"  Rfefignatjoh,  hmocint  Diftrefs,  c* 
jeaioufy  Tu6^^4fs'd,  oflen  have  flis  much  con- 
cern-with  me  llckrt,  ■  ra '  (hp  mbft  clamorous 
Paft?dns>j  and  when  on  any  of  thefc  Occafi- 
pns,  fuch  affefting  Speeches  are  plainly  heard, 
W  loflr,  liow  wide  is  the  DiflFerwice,  frorti  the 
great ot'lttilb  SatisTa^on  received  from  them  ? 
Td  fll  tills,  iuMafter  of  a  Cctfnpany  may  fey^ 
I'now  receive  Ten  Fotinds  mgce,  than  coul4 
<'  ■  ^*  .-  *    have 
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liave  been  titken  fonnerly,  ki  every  fiiU  Houfe  I 
Npt  unlikclyi  But  might  npt  his  Hoyfe  be 
oftcncr  full,  if  the  Auditors  were  ofte^ef 
pleas'd  ?  Might  not  every  bad  Houfe  too,  by 
a  Poflibility  of  beiilgmiulo  every  Day  better^ 
add  fi&  much  to  one  Side,  of  his  Account,  as  t| 
could  take  from  the  other  P  if  what  I  hav^ 
faid,  carries  any  Truth  in  it,  why  might  not 
the  original  Forpi  of  this  Theatre  be  rcftor'd  ? 
but  let  this  Digreffion  avail  what  it  may,  the 
Adors  now  retnrn'd  tp  the  Hgy-Market,  'ks  1 
have  obferv'd,  Wanting  nt^ing  hut  length  of 
Time  fo  have  govern'd  their  Alteration  of  that 
Theatre,  by  this  original  Model  of  Drury- 
JjOftf,  which  I  hare  recommended.  As  their 
time  therefore  was  Oiort,  they  made  their  beft 
ufe  of  it  i  thcv  did  fomething  to  it  ;  They 
contraAedits  Widened  by  three  Ranges  of 
Bons  on  each  Side,  and  brought  down  its  enor^ 
niQus  h^  Ceiling,  within  fo  proportionable  a 
Compa&,  that  it  edediially  cur'd  thofe  hollow 
Undulations  of  the  Voice. formerly  complain'd 
of.  The  Remedy  had  its  £ile£t ;  tlieir  Audi- 
ences exceeded  tlKir  Expe^tion.  There  was 
now  no  other  Theatre  open  againA  them.; 
th^  had  the  Town  to  themfelves  j  they  were . 
their  own  Mailers,  and  the  Profits  of  their  la- 
duftry  came  into  their  own  Pockets. 

Yet  with  all  this  &ir  Weather^  the  Scafoh 
of  their  uninterrupted  profperity  was  not  yet 
arriv'd  j  for  the  great  Eipence,  and  thinner 
Audiences  of  the  Opera  (of  which  they  then 
were  equally  Dire^bsrs)  was  a  conAant  Draw- 
Z  3  back 
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back  upon  their  Gains,  yet  not  fo  lar,  but  tl^C 
their  Income  this  Year  was  better  than  in 
their  late  Station  at  Drury'Zjane.  But  by 
the  ftiort  Expo-icncc  we  had  then  had  of 
Operas  J  by  the  high  Reputation  they  feem'd  to 
have  been  arrived  at,  the  Year  before ;  by  their 
Power  of  drawing  the  whole  Body  of  Nobi- 
lity, as  by  Enchantment,  to  their  Solemnities  y 
by  that  Prodigality  of  Expence,  at  which 
they  were  fo  willing  to  fupport  themj  and  ' 
from  the  late  extraorc5nary  Profits  S-wmey  had 
made  of  them  ;  what  Mountains  did  we~  no^ 
hope  irom  this  Mole-hill }  Bat  alas !  the  fairy 
Vifion  was  vanifli'd,  this  Bridal  Beauty  was 
^own  femiliar  to  the  general  Tafte,  and  Sa- 
tiety began  to  niake  ExCufes  for  its  want  of 
Appetite:  Or  what  "is  ftill  fltanger,  its  late 
Admirers  now  as  much  valued  their  Judgment, 
In  being  able  to  find  out  the  Faults  .of  the 
'Performers,  as  they  had  before,  m  difcovering 
their  Excellencies.  The  Truth  is,  that  this 
kind  of  Entertainment  being  fo  entirely  fcn- 
'fual,  it  had  no  Poflibility  of  getting  xht  bet- 
ter of  our  Reafon,  but  by  its  Novelty  ;  and 
that  Novelty  could,  never  be  fupported  but 
by  an  annual  Change  of  the  beft  Voic«,  which 
'like  the  fineft  Flowers  bloom  but  for  a  Seafon, 
and  when  that  is  over,  are  only  dead  Nofe-gays. 
From  this  Natural  Caufe,  we  have  feen  with-* 
In  thefe.  two  Years,  even  FarinelU  finging  to 
an  Audience  of  five  and  thir^  Pounds  ^  and 
yet,  if  common  Fame  may  be  credited,  the 
,  ■  Jame  Voice,  (o  negleflcd  in  one  Country,  has 

m 
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IH  another  had  Charms  fufficient  to  nuke 
that  Crown  fit  eafy  on  the  Head  of  a  Mp- 
nareh,  which  the  Je^oufy  of  Politicians  (who 
had  their  Views  in  his  keeping  it)  fear'd  with- 
out fome  fuch  extraordinary  Amuiement,  his 
Satiety  o^  Empire  might  tempt  him^  a  fecond 
time,  to  refign. 

There  is  too,  in  the  very  Species  of  an  Ita^ 
lian  Singer^  fuch  an  Innate^  rantaflical  Pride, 
^nd  Caprice,  that  the  Government  of  them 
(here  at  leafl)  Is  almoft  impruSticable.  This 
Dillemper,  as  we  were  not  fufficiently  warn'dj 
or  apprized  of,  threw  our  mufical  Adairs  into 
Perplciities,  we  knew  not  eafily  hoW  to  get  out 
of.  There  is  fcarce  a  fenlible  Auditor  in  the 
Kingdcunj  that  has  not,  fince  that  time,  had 
Oc(^6a  to  laugh  at  the  feveral  Inllances  of 
it :  But  what  is  ftill  more  ridiculous,  thele 
coAly '  Canary- Birds  have  fometimes  infefled 
the  whole  Body  of  our  dignified  Lovers  of 
Mufick,  with  the  fame  childlfh  Animofities : 
L^ies  have  been  known  to  decline  their 
Vifits^  upon  Account  of  thek  being  of  a  di£- 
feeeiit  mufical  I^rty.  Gafar^  and  Poi^ey  made 
bet  a  wmraerDivifioD,  in  the  Roman  Republick, 
than  thole  Heroines,  their  Country  Women, 
the  Faiiftina  and  Qizsumi  bleW  up  in  our  Com- 
mon-wealthy of  Academical  Mufick,  by  their 
implacable  Pretenfions  to  Superiority!  And 
while  this  Greamels  of  Soul,  is  their  unalter- 
able Virtue,  it  will  never  be  pra<5ticable  to  make 
two  capital  Singers  of  the  fame  Sex,  do  as 
they  should  do  in  oneOpera,  at  the  fame  time ! 
00,  not  tbo'  England  were  to  double  the  Sums 
Z  4  k 
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it  has  already  dirown  after  diem :  For  crsif 
in  their  own  Country,  wh«e  an  extraordi' 
nary  Occafion  has  called  a  greater  Number 
of  their  beft,  to  fiog  together,  the  MUchief 
they  have  made  has  been  proportionable  ;  a» 
InAance  of  v^ich,  if  I  ai^  rightly  infcwm'd^ 
feappen'd  at  Parma,  wh^e  upon  the  Cele- 
bration of  the  Marri^  of  iliat  Duke,  a  Col- 
k&ion  was  made  of  me  moft  eminent  Voices^, 
that  Expencc,  or  Znterefl^  could  purchafe,  to 
give  as  complete  an  Opera,  as  the  whole  vocal 
Power  of  Italy  could  form.  But  when  it  came 
tathe  Proof  of  this  mufical  Projed,  behold  l 
*fhat  wofiil  Work  they  made  of  it  1  every 
Perfennier  would  be  a  C?/irr,  or  Nothing  t  their 
feveral  Pretenfions  to  Freierence  were  not  to  be 
limited  within  the  Laws  of  Harmony ;  they 
would  all  choofe  their  own  Songs,  but  not  more 
to  fet  aS  diemfelves,  than  to  oppo&r  <x  -depnvc 
another  of  an  Occaiion  to  ihine  z-  Yet  aay  one 
would  fing  a  bad  Song,  ^iravided  nb  body  eUe 
had  a  good  one,  till,  at  laA,  t^ey  were  throwa 
together  like  (o  many  featbcr'd  W^ors,  fc^  a 
Battle-royal,  in  a  Cock-pit,  whue  ey^ry  one 
was  oblig'd  to  kill  another,  b>  &ve  bim^^  X 
What  Pity  it  was  thefe  froward  Mi0es,  and 
Mailers  of  Mufick  had  not  been  engag'dtoen* 
tertain  the  Court  of  fome  King  of  MoraccOy  that 
could  have  known  a  good  C^pera  &t)m.a  bad 
one  I  with  how  much  Eaie  would  fiich  a  Di-  . 
reftor  have  brought  them  to  bettor  Order  ^ 
But  alas !  as  it  has  been  &id  of  greater  Thipgs, 
Sms  et  ipfa  Bsma  vinous  rur'f.    Hor. 

im-; 
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Imperial  ^me  fell,  by  the  too  -^Mt  Strei^^ 
of  Its  own  Citizens  t  So  &U  this  mighty  Opera, 
ruia'd  by  the  too  CTcat  Excellency  oi  its  Singervl 
For,  upon  the  whole,  it  proved  to  be  as  bvu. 
barouily.  bad,  as  if  Malice  it  felf  bad  com-  ■ 
po&d  it. 

Now  thovgh  ibmething  of  this  kind,  equal- 
ly provoking,  has  generally  embonuft'd  die 
State  of  Operas,  thefe  thir^  Yegisj  yet  it  was 
.the  Mi^rtune  of  the  manning  Adhxc,  at  thip 
Hoy-Marief,  to  Iwve  fek  tbp  iirft^ffc^  ^f 
It:  The  Honour  of  the  Singer,  and  thq  Jnf- 
tereft  of  theUndc^t^er,  werp  /o,  often  tft  V^ 
raace,  that:  the .  b^ter  begm  fo  have  but  a  Ita^ 
tBtegwi  c^  it.  -But  not  to  i|npute  more  to  the 
•Co^ike  of  thofb  Perfomuiv,  than  was  really 
true,  there  were  two  di&rent  Accidents,  tha^ 
■drew  Numbers  ftom  our  Audiences,  before  the 
Seafon  was  ended  1  which  w^e,  another  Coni- 
.pBi^y  permitted-tp  a£t  jn  Drury'Latie^  and  the 
Jong  Trial  of  Dodor  Sachevp-el^  in  PTg/imififitr- 
,Hali:  By  the  way,  it  muH  be  oUerved,  that 
.this  Conapaqy  was  not  uni^r  the  Dire^on  q£ 
rthe. Patent  (which  continued  ftiU  iileac'd)  but 
.Wiifetupby  a  third  Intoref^  with  aLiceaiis 
Jaota  Court.  The  Perfon  to  whom  this  new 
-^icenfe  was  granted,  wz%1fiHiamCoUiert  Efi^ 
•.rLftwyn  of  an  enterprizing  Head,  and  a  joh 
'.ml  Heart;  what  fwt  of  Favour  he  was  io^ 
with  the  People,  then,  in  Power,  may  be 
juf^'d,  from  hit  being  often  admitted  to  par- 
take with  them  thofe  detach'd  Hours  of  Lif^ 
whea  Buiinefs  was  to  give  w^y  to  Pleafure ; 
1  .  But 
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But  this  was  not  aU  his  Merit,  be  was,  at  thfe 
feme  Tiihe,  a  Member  of  Parliament  for  7rar» 
?n  CorrtwaU^  and  we  cannot  fuppole  a  Perfon 
-Jo  qoalified  could  bfa  refufed  fuch  ft  Trifle,  as  a 
Licenie  to  head  a  broken  Company  of  Aftors. 
This  fagacipus  Lawyer,  then,  who  had  a  I^w- 
^er  to  deal  with,  obferving  that  his  AntagCHiift 
k^CPoifeffion  of  a  Theatre,  without  makihg 
nfe  of  it,  ana-for  which  he  was  not  oUigtii 
io  pay  Rent,  unlefs  he  a£hially  Jid  ufe  1^ 
-wifely  conceived  it  might  be  the  Intereft  of. the 
joinf  Landlords,  fincft  their  Tenement  was-  in 
%'precarious  a  Condition^  to  grant  a  Leafe  t6 
oiie,  who  had  aii  tindifpUtol  Autliority,  to  be 
-liable,  by  aftingTlays  in  it,  to  pay  the  Rent 
of  it  J  cQwciallywhcn  he  tempted  them  with 
-fin- Offer  of  railing  it  from  three,  to  four 
Pounds  per  Diem.  His  Prcjeft  fucceeded,  the 
Xeaie  was  fign'd ;  but  the  ■M6uis  of  getting 
mto  Poileflion  were  to  be  left  to  his  own  Cof^ 
and  bifcretioh.  This  took  him  up  but  little 
Time,  he  immediately  laid  Siege  to  it,  with  a 
■foiRcicnt  Number  of  Fwces,  whether  lawleft, 
or  lawfol,  I  forget,  but  diey  were  fuch  aB 
"oMiged  the  old  Governor  to  give  it  up }  vr\M^ 
notwithflanding  had  got  Intelligence  of  hk 
Approaches,  and  Delign,  time  enough  to  carty 
off  every  thing,  that  was  worth  moving,  e». 
cept  a  great  Number  of  old  Scenes,  and  new 
Aftors,  that  could  not  eaflly  follow  hira. 

'  A  ludicrous  Account  of  thisTranfadJOQj  under 
fii^itioas  Names,  may  be  found  in  the  99th 
Tat/er,  Vol.  2,   Whidi  thii  Explanation  bmkV 

now 
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lifiw  render  more  intelligible,  to  the  Readers  of 
diat  agreeable  'Author.  ' 

This  other  new  Liccnfe  bcmg  now"  in  Pof- 
Teflion  of  the  Drury-Lane  Tncatre  ; '  thoft 
Aftors,  whom  the  Patentee,  ever  fiAcc  the  Or* 
der  of  Silence,  had  retain'd  in  a  State  of  In- 
aftion,  all  to  a  Man.  came  over  to  the  Servic^ 
pf  Collhr.  OTthcfc,  Bo(j/A  waj.then  thecKieP. 
The  Merit  of  the  reft  had  as  yet  made  no  con-* 
fiderable  Ap}7earance,  ^nd  as  the  Patentee  Had 
not  left  a  Rag  of  their  Cloathtng  behind  himj 
they  were  but  poorly  equip'd  for  a  piiblkK 
Review ;  confequently,  at  their  firft  C^eningi 
they  were  v«y  Iktlc  able  to  annoy  us.  -Butdu* 
ring  the  Trial  of  Sacheverel, ''  our  Audience^ 
Vrae  extremely  w'eaken'd,  by  the. better- Rink 
of  .People's*  daily  attending  it:,  Ayhil*/  at  Ac 
Tame  time,-  the'lower'  Soft;  ■  who  were  not 
equally  admitted  .to  that  grand 'Spe<Stacle,  ;as 
eagerly  crowded  inter  Drury-Lane;  to  a' new 
Cotaedy,  caM'B^efair  ^aker  of  Deal:  This 
"f^y,  having  fome  low  Strokes  of  natural  Hu- 
mour in  it,  was  rightly  calcuiatedi  for  ithe  Ci- 
pacity  of  the  Adtors,  who  play'd  it,  and  to 
the  Tafte  of  the  Multitude,  who  were  now, 
more  di^ofed,  and  at  leiftire-to  fee  it :  But  the 
,  moil  happy  Incident,  in  its  Fortune,  was  the 
Charm  of  the  feir  (^aker,  which  was  afted 
by  Mifs  Santlowt  (afterwards  Mrs.Bofi/A)  whofc 
Perfon  was  then  in  the  &11  Bloom  of  what 
Beauty  flie  might  pretend  to :  Before  this,  (he 
had  only  been  admired  as  the  moft;  excellent 
Dancer;  which,  perhaps,  might  not  a  little 
contribute 
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contribute  to  the  &vourable  Reception  f}i« 
now  met  with,  as  an  Adrefs,  in  this  Charafter^ 
which  {q  happily  fuited  ho*  Figure^  and  Ca- 
pacity :  The  gemle  Softnels  of  her  Voice,  the 
compofed  Innocence  of  her  Afped:,  the  Mo- 
defty  of  her  Dreis,  the  referved  Decency  of  her 
Geihirc,  and  the  Simplicity  of  the  Sentiments, 
that  naturally  fell  fi'om  her,  made  her  feetn 
the  amiable  Maid^flie  rrorefented :  In  a  Word( 
|iot  the  enthuiiaAIck  Maid  of  OrUantt  was 
more  ferviceable  of  old,  to  the  French  Army, 
when  the  EngUfb  had  diftrcilcd  them,  than 
this  £ur  Qgaicer  was,  at  the  Head  of  that  dra- 
matick  Attempt,  upon  which  this  Support  of 
their  weak  Socie^  depended. 

But  when  the  Trial,  I  have  mention'd,  and 
die  Run  of  this  Play  was  over,  the  Tide  of 
the  Town  b^inning  to  turn  again  in  our  Fa- 
vour, CeUier  was  reduced  to  give  his  thea^ 
frical  Afiairs  a  different  Scheme ;  which  ad- 
vanced the  Stage  another  Step  towards  that 
Settlement,  which,  in  my  Time  was  of  the 
oogeft  Duratioji. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

Tjbe  Patentee^  bavi^  mm  ne  JSort^  rdnUU 
tbt  nnp  theatre  in  LincolnVInn-Fields.  .  jf 
Guefs  at  bis  Rtafom  fur  it,  Mi^e  ChatigfS, 
in  the  State  of  the  Stage.  The  Beginmt^  ^  ' 
itt  better  Days,  under  tbe  Triamvirate  tf 
^itSors,  A  Sl(it£b  of  tbeir  governing  Cba^ 
roofers, 

AS  coarfe  Mothers  may  have  comely  Chil- 
dren }  fo  Anarchy  has  been  the  Fivent 
of  many  a  good  Government  j  and  t^'  a  Pa- 
rity of  poflible  Confequences  we  ihall  find, 
that  from  the  frequent  Convulfions  of  the  Stage, 
profe,  at  lafr,  its  longeft  Settlement,  and  PR>- 
focrity }  which  many  of  my  Readers  (or  if  I 
mould  happen  to  have  but  few  of  them,  many 
of  my  Sjxdators,  at  leaft)  who,  I  hope,  have 
not  yet  uv'd  half  their  Time,  will  be  able  to 
^member. 

Though  the  Patent  had  been  ofren  under 
Diftrefies,  it  had  never  felt  any  Blow,  equal 
to  this  linrevoked  Order  of  Silence ;  which  it 
is  not  eafy  to  omceive,  ccmld  have  &llcp  up- 
on any  other  Perfon's  ConduA,  than  that  of  ' 
the  old  Patentee :  For  if  he  was  conibiouc, 
of  his  being  under  the  Sufajeftion  of  that 
^ower,  whidi  had  lilenc'd  him,  why  woold  he 
.  incur  (he  Dasger  of  a  Sufpenfion,  by  his  fo 
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obftinatc,  and  impoHtick  Treatment  of  hb 
Adors  ?  If  he.  thought  fach  Power  over  I^ 
illegal,  how  came  he  to  obey  it  now,  more 
than  before,  when  he  flighted  .a  former  Or- 
der, that  injoin'd  him  to  give  his  Aftors  their 
Benefits,  .on  their  ufutd -Conditions  ?  But  to  do 
him^^iitice,  the  ^me  Obstinacy,  that  involv'd 
Jbim,  in  thefe  Difficulties,  at  laA,  ptderv'd  to 
3»is  Heirs  the  Property  of  the  Patent,  in  its 
JiiU  Force,  and  Value  ;  yet  to  fuppofc  that  he 
fqreQivr  a  milder  ufc  of  Power,  is  fome  future 
Prince's  Reign,  might  be  more  favourable  to 
him,  is  begging  at  bed  but  a  cold  Queilion. 
But  whether  he  knew  that  this  broken  Coh- 
dition  of  the  Patei^  would  not  make  his 
uoublefome  Friends,  the  Adventurers,  fly  froni 
it,  as  from  a  ialling  Houfe,  feems  not  io  di£- 
iicult  a  (^eftion.  However,  let  the  Readet, 
form  his  own  Juc^ment  of  them,  from  the 
FaAs,  that  fr>Uow*d :  It  muil  there6>re  be 
obierv'd,  that  the  Adventurers  feldom  came 
near  the  Houie,  but  when  there  was  ibme 
vifihlc  Appearance  of  a  Pivideod  :  But  I  coitld 
never  hear,  that  upon  an  ill  Run  of  .Audiences 
they  had  ever  returnod,'  or  bt-ou^t  in  a  /in- 
gle Shilling,  to  jnake  good  tbe  Deficiencies  of 
their  daily  Receipts.  Therefore,  as  the  Pa-  , 
tentce,  in  PofTe^on,  had  alone,  foF  fevcrat 
Tears,'  fupported,  and  floods  againft  this  Un- 
certainty of  Fortune,  itmtyjbe  imagin'd,  that 
his  .Accounts  were  under  fo  voluminous  a;Per- 
pkxiiy,  that  few  of  thofc  AdvfcnturCTS  would 
mts  Leifuw,  or  Capacity  ci^ugb  to  pnmyisl 
them: 
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them  1  And  as  they  had  fennerly  thrown  iway 
their  Time,  and  Mone/at  I^w,  inaihjitleis 
Enquiry  into  them,  they  now  (eem'd  te  havo 
intirely  given  up  their ,  Right  Qnd  Intercft  i 
And,  according  to  my  beft  Information,  not* 
Withftanding  the  fub&que^t  Gains  of  thp  Pa* 
tent  have  been  fometimes  extraordinary,  the 
£irther  Demands,  or  Claims  of  Rigbt,  of  the 
Adventurers,  have  lain  dormant,  above  thefe 
five  and  twenty  Yeers. 

Having  fhewn  by  what  means  Collier  had 
difpofiefs'd  this  Patentee,  not  onlf  of  the  DrU' 
ry-Lane  Houfe,  but  lilcewife  of  thofe  few 
Adiors,  which  he  had  kept,  for  fome  time 
unen^iloy'd  in  it ;  we  are  now  led  to  conlider 
another  Projeft  of  the  iame  Patentee,  which, 
if  we  are  to  judge  of  it  by  the  Event,  has 
tfhewn  him  more  a  Wift,  than  a  Weak  Man ; 
which  I  Gonfofs  at  the  tiqie  he  put  it  in  Exe- 
cution, Jeem'd  not  fo  clear  a  Point :  For  not-^ 
withilanding  he  now  faw  the  Authority,  and 
Power  of  his  Patent  was  fuperfeded,  or  was  at 
bell  but  precarious,  and  that  he  had  not  one 
Ai^r  left,  in  his  Service  j  yet  under  all  thef« 
Dilemma's,  and  Diflxefles,  he  refolv'd  ii|Km 
rebuilding  the  New  Theatre  jn  Uncoln's-lnn- 
FieUsy  of  which  he  had  taken  a  Leaie,  at  a 
low  Rent,  ever  fincc  Betterton'5  Company  had 
firft  left  it  This  Condu^  fcem'd'  too  dcro 
£>r  my  ComprehauSoq  I  What  are  we  to  think 
of  his  taking  thi^  Leaie,  in  the  height  of  his 
Profpericy,  when  he  could  have  no  Occaiion 
for  it }  Was  be  a  Prophet  ?  Could  he  then  for^ 

fee, 

B,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


J52       Hh  L  i  F  E   of- 

lee,  lie  Should,  one  time  or  other,  be  turned 
out  x^  Drury-Lane  ?  Or  did  his  moe  Appe- 
tite of  Archke^re  Brgetiim  to  build  a  Houie, 
^hile  he  could  not  be  iure,  he  ihould  ever 
bave  leave  to  make  ufif  of  it  ?  But  of  all  this, 
ire  may  think  as  we  plcoie }  whatever  wbs  hii 
Motive,  be,  at  his  own  E^cpence,  in  tluis  In- 
terval ckT  his  having  nothing  elfe  to  do,  rebuilt 
that  Theatre  Irom  liie  Ground,  as  it  is  now 
iftanding.  As  for  the  Order  of  Silence  he  feem'd 
little  concem'd  at  it,  while  it  gave  him  fo  much 
wuntenupted  Leiihre  to  fupervife  a  Work, 
which  he  naturally  took  Delight  in. 

After  this  Defeat  of  the  Patentee,  the  The- 
atrical Forces  of  Collier  in  Drury-Lane,  not- 
withAanding  their  having  drawn  the  MultU 
tude  aft^  them,  for  about  diree  Weeks,  du- 
fing  the  Trial  of  Sacbeverel^  had  made  but  an 
indifierent  Campaign,  at  the  end  of  the  Scafoa. 
GnETftfr,  atleaft,  found  (o  little  AccouAt  in  it. 
that  it  obliged  him  to  pulh  his  Court-Intereft 
'(which,  wherever  the  Stage  was  concem'd^ 
vras  not  inconfiderable)  to  fupport  him  in  ano*- 
ther  Scheme  ;  whicji  was,  tijat  in  coofidera- 
tion  c^  his  ^ving  up  the  Drury'Lane  Clcnths, 
Scenes,  and  A£tors,  to  Swtney,  and  his  joint 
Shaitrs,  in'  the  Hay'Mariit,  he  (Oilier)  might 
be  put  into  an  equal  Pofiefilon  of  thie  ^^^ 
Marht  Theatre,  with  all  the  Singers,  ^£^ 
'And  be  made  fole-Dkedor  of  the  Opera.  Ac- 
cordingly, by  Permiflioh  of  thb  Lord  Cham- 
l>erlain,  a  Treaty  was  cnter'd  into,  and  in  a 
£:w  Days  ratified  by  all.  Parties,  conformablt 
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to  the  laid  Preliminaries.  This  waa  that  happy 
Crifis  of  Theatrical  Liberty,  which  the  la- 
bouring Comedians  had  long  iigh'd  for ;  and 
which,  Sot  above  twenty  Years  following,  was 
fo  memorably  fortunate  to  them. 

However,  there  were  two  hard  Articles,  in 
this  Treaty^  which  though  it  might  be  Policy 
in  the  Adtors  to  comply  with,  yet  the  Jmpofi- 
tion  of  them  fecm'd  little  Ids  dcfpotick,  than 
a  Tax  upon  the  Poor>  when  a.  Government  did 
hot  want  it. 

The  firft  of  thefcArticks  was.  That  whereas 
tiie  fole  Licenfe  for  ading  Plays,  was  prefum'd 
to  be  a  more  profitable  Authority,  than  that 
fpr  aiding  Operas  only  j  that  therefore  Two 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  ibould  be  paid  to  CoU 
lieTy  while  Mafter  of  the  Opera,  by  the  Co- 
tnedians }  to  whom  a  verbal  AiTurance  was 
given  by  the  Pknipo's  on  the  Court-fide,  that 
while  fiich  Payment  fubfifted,  no  other  Com- 
pany ihould  be  permitted  to  a£t  Plays  againft. 
them,  within  the  Liberties,  G?ir.  The  other 
Article  wasj  That  on  every  Wednefday,  where- 
on an  ppera  could  be  perform'd,  the  Plays 
Hiould,  totiei  quoties^  be  ulent  at  Drury-Lane, 
to  give  the  Opera  a  fairer  Chance,  for  a  fiill 
Houfe. 

This  laft  Article,  however  partial,  in  the 
Intention,  was,  in  its  Eifeft,.  of  great  Advan-- 
tagc  to  the  Iharing  AiSors  :  For  in  all  publick 
Entertainments,  a  Day's  Abftinence  naturally 
increafes  the  Appetite  to  them  :  Our  every 
'Tburfdaf^  Audience,  therefore,  was  vifibly  the 
A  a  better, 
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better,  by  thus  making  the  Day  be^e  ft  a 
Faft.  But  as  this  was  not  a  Favour  deiign'd 
ns,  this  Prohibition  of  a  Day,  methinks,  de- 
ferves  a  little  iarther  Notice,  bccaufe  it  evi- 
dently took  a  fixth  Part  of  their  Income,  from 
all  the  hired  A<3:ors,  who  were  only  paid,  in 
proportion  to  the  Number  of  afting  l>a>ys4 
This  extraordinary  Regard  to  Operas,  was  in 
cffed  making  the  Day-labouring  Aftors  the 
prmcjpal  Subfcribers  to  them,  and  the  ifautting 
out  People  from  the  Play  every  We^rfdoyt 
many  murmuc'd  at,  as  an  Abridgment -of  their 
ofual  Liberty.  And  tho'  I  was  one  of  thofe, 
who  profited  by  that  Order,  it  ought  not  to 
bribe  me,,  into  a  Concealment  of  what  was 
then  ikid  and  thought  of  it.  I  remember  a 
Nobleman  of  the  iirft  Rank,  then  in  a  high 
Poft,  and  not  out  of  Court- Favonr,  laid  open- 
ly behind  the  Scenes It  was  jhameful  H 

take  part  of  the  ASfors  Bread  from  tbem  tojup- 
fort  theftUy  Diverfion  of  People  of  ^aHty.  But 
alas!  what  was  all  this  Grievance,  wheii 
we^hed  againft  the  Quaiifications  of  fo  grave, 
and  ftanch  a  Senator,  as  Collier  ?  Such  vifibic 
Merit,  it  fcems,  was  to  be  made  eafy,  the'  at 
the  Expcnce  of  the  —  I  had  almoft  ^id,  £&- 
nour  of  the  Court,  whofc  ^cious  Intention, 
for  the  Theatrical  Common-wealth,  might 
have  flionc  with  thrice  the  Luftre,  if  fuch  as 
paltry  Price  had  not  been  paid  for  it."  But  as 
the  Government  of  the  Stage,  is  but  that  of  the 
World  in  Miniature,  wc  ought  not  to  have 
wonder'd,  that  Collier  had  Intereft  enough  to 
quarter 
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quartet  the  Weakoefs  of  the  Opera,  upon  the 
Strength  of  the  Cqmedy.  General  good  Inten- 
tions arc  not  always  pradicable  to  a  Petfcflion. 
The  moft  ncceffary  Law  can  hardly  pafs,  but 
a  Tenderneis  to  ibme  private  Intercft,  fhatl  of- 
ten hang  fuch  Exee^ions  upon  particular 
Ctau&s,  'till  at  lafl  it  comes  out  lamo,  and  life* 
iefs,  with  the  Lofe  of  half  its  Force,  Purpofe, 
and  tiipiity.  As  Sot  Inftiance  }  how  many 
frnidefS' Motions  have  been  made  in  Parlis" 
Incnts,  to  moderate  the  enormous  Exactions, 
in  the  Prafticc  of  the  Law  ?  And  what  fort 
of  JuAicc  muft  that  be  cal'.'d,  which,  when  a 
Man  has  hot  a  Mind  to  pay  you  a  Debt  of  Ten 
Founds^  it  fliall  eoft  you  Fifty,  before  yon  can 
get  it  i  .How  long  too  has  the  Publick  been 
kbouring  for  a  Bcidgs  at,  JVeflminfier  f  But  Uic 
Wonder,'  that  it  was  not  built  a  Hundred 
Years  ago  ceafcs,  when,  we  are  told.  That  the 
Fear  of -makii^  one  End  of  London,  as  rich,  as 
the  other,  has  been,  fo  Icmg,  an  Obftradion 
to  it ;  And  though  it  might  feem  a  ftill  greater 
Wonder,  wlwn  a  new  Law  for  building  ope 
had  at  laft, got  over  that  Apprehenfion,  that  it 
Ihould  meet  with  any  farther  Delay  ;  yet  Ex- 
perience, has  fhcwn  us,  that  the  Strudure  of 
this  ufefiil  Ornament  to  our  Metropolis  has 
been  fo  clo^'d  by  private  Jobs,  that  were  to  be 
pick'd  out  of  the  Undertaking,  and  the  Progrefs 
of  the  Work  fo  difconcertcd  by  a  tedions  Con- 
tention of  private  Interefts,  and  Endeavours  to 
impofe  upon  the  Publick  abominable  Bargains, 
that  a  whole  Year  was  loft,  before  a  finglc 
A  a  2  Stone 
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Stone  could  be  laid  to  its  Foundation.  But  Po- 
fterity  will  owe  its  Praifcs,  to  the  Zeal;  and  Re- 
iblution  of  a  truly  Noble  Commifnoner,  whofe 
diftinguifh'd  ImpaticDce  has  broke  thro'  thoii; 
narrow  Artifices,  thofe  felfe  and  fi-ivolous  Ob- 
jeftions,  that  delay'd  it,'  and  has  already  began 
,  to  raife,  above  the  Tide,  that  future  Monument 
of  his  publicfc  Spirit. 

How  fax  all  this  may  be  allow'd  applicable 
to  the  State  of  the  Stage,  is  not  of  fo  great 
Importance,  nor  fo  much  my  Concern,  as  that 
what  is  obferv'd  upon  it  ihouId.al\^-ays  remain 
a  memorable  Truth,  to  the  Honour  of  that 
Nobleman,  But  now  I  go  on  :  CoUier  being 
thus  poflefs'd  of  his  Mufical  Government, 
thought  his  beft  way  would  be  to  &rm  it  out 
to  a  Gentleman,  jiarpn  Hilly  Efq;  (who,  he 
had  rcafoa  to  fuppofe,  knew  fomcthing  more 
of  Theatrical  Matters,  than  himfclf)  at  a 
Rent,  if  I  miftake  not,  of  Six  Hundred  Pounds 
f>er  Jinjium  :  But  before  the  Seafon  was  ended 
(upon  what  Occafion,  if  I  could  remember,  k 
might  not  be  material  to  fay)  took  it  into  his 
Hands  again  :  But  all  his  Skill,  and  Intereft, 
could  not  raife  the  Direftion  of  the  Opera,  to 
fo  good  a  Poft,  as  he  thought  due  to  a  Perfbn 
of  his  Consideration  :  He  therefore,  the  Year 
•foliowing,  enter'd  upon  another  high-handed 
Scheme,  which,  till  the  Dcmlfe  of  the  Qucen» 
turn'd  to  his  "better  Account. 

After  the  Comedians   were  in  Pofleffion  of 

Drury-Lane,  from  whence,  during  my  time 

upon  the  Stege,   they  never  departed,   their 

Swarm 
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Swarra  of  Audiences  exceeded  all  that  had  been 
ieen,  in  thirty  Years  before ;  which,  however> 
I  do  not  impute  fo  much  to  the  Excellence  of 
their  Afting,  as  to  their  indefetigable  Indu- 
ftry,  and  good  Management ;  for  as  I  have 
often  faid,  I  never  thought,  in  the  general,  that 
we  flood  in  any  Place  of  Comparifon  with  the 
eminent  Adors  before  us  j  perhaps  too,  by . 
there  being  now  an  End  of  the  frequent  Di- 
vifions,  and  Diforders,  that  had  from  time 
to  time  broke  in  upoq,  and  fruftrated  their  La- 
bours, not  a  little  might  be  contributed  to  their 
Succefe: 

Collier^  then,  like  a  true  Hquorifh  Courtier, 
obferving  the  Profperity  of  a  Theatre,  which 
he,  the  Year  before,  had  parted  with,  for  a 
worie,  began  to  meditate  an  Exchange  of 
Theatrical  Ports  with  Swiney,  who  had  visi- 
bly very  feir  Pretenfions  to  that  he  was  in,  by- 
his  being  firA  chpfen,  by  the  Court,  to  regu- 
late, and  refcue  the  Stage  Jrom  the  Diforders 
it  had  fuffer'd,  under  its  former  Managers  : 
Yet  Ckfilier  knew  that  fort  of  Merit  could 
'fland  in  no  Competition,  with  his  being  a 
Member  of  Parliament :  He  therefore  had  re- 
courfe  to  his  Court-Interefl  (where  meer  Will, 
and  Pleafurc,  at  that  time,  was  the  only  Law, 
that  difpos'd  of  all  Theatrical  Rights)  to  oblige 
Swifiey  to  let  him  be  off,  from  his  bad  Bar- 
gain, for  a  better.  To  this,  it  may  be  imagin'd, 
Swiney  demurred,  and,  as  he  had  Reafon, 
ilrongly  remonftrated  againfl  it  :  But  as  Col- 
lier hsid  lifted  his  Confcience  under  the  Com- 
A  a  3  mand 
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.  mand  of  lotcreft,  he  kept  it  to  ftrid  Duty,  an4 
was  immoveable  }  infomuch  that  Sir  yobn 
Vanbrugb,  who  was  a  Friend  to.  Swiney,  and 
who  by  his  Intimacy  with  the  People  in  Power, 
better  knew  the  Motive  of  their  Adtions,  adr 
vis'd  Swiney  rather  to  accept  of  the  Change, 
than  by  a  Nonrcompliancc  to  hazard  his  being 
exf  luded  from  any  Poft,  or  Concern  in  either 
of  the  Theatres  :  To  conclude,  it  was  not  long 
before  Co//(Vr  had  procured  a  new  Licenfe.for 
adicg  Plays,  £ff.  for  himfcif,  Wilks,  Doggei, 
and  Cibber^  excluiive  of  Swiney,  v/ho  by  thi^ 
new  Regulation  was  rcduc'd  to  his  f&ijbn's 
(Choice  of  the  Opera. 

■  Swiney  being  thus  traiisferr'd  to  the  Opera, 
in  the  finking  Condition  Collier  had  left  it, 
found  the  Receipts  of  it,  in  the  Winter  follow- 
ing 1711,  fo  far  fhortof'the  Expenccs,  that 
}xt  vr2£  driven  tp  attend  his  Fortune  in  fome 
more  &vourable  Climate,  where  he  retiiain'd 
twenty  Y  ears  an  Exilp,  from  Iiis  Friends,  and 
Country  j  tho'.  there  hss  been  fcarce  an  Englijb 
Centleman,  who  in  his  Tcttr  q£  France ,  or 
Italy,  has  not  cenew'd,  or  created  an  Acquain-r 
tance  with  hipi:  As  this  is  a  Cirpupiftance, 
that  many  People  may  have  forgot,  I  cannot 

■  fcmember  it,  without  that  Regard,  and  Con- 
cern ;t  deferves  from  all  that  know  him :  Yet 
it  is  fome  Mitigation  of  his  j^^isfortune^  that 
^nce  Kis  Return  to  Epglaad^  his  grey  Hairs,  and 
ph^r^  Pirpofitipn.  have  iliU  found  a  general 
Welcome  among  his  foreign,  and  former  do- 
gieftick  Acquaintance. 

QMer- 
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Collier  being  now,  firft-commiffion'd  Mana- 
ger with  the  Comedians,  drove  them  too,  to 
the  laft  Inch  of  a  hard  Bargain  (the  natural 
Confequence  of  all  Treaties  between  Power, 
and  Neceflity.)  He  not  only  demanded  fix  hun- 
dred a  Year,  neat  Money,  the  Price  at  which 
he  had  fjSrm'd  out  his  Opera,  and  to  rpake  the 
Bufinels  a  Sine-cure  to  him-;  but  liJcewile  infix- 
ed, upon  a  Moiety  of  the  Two  hundred,  that 
bad  been  levied  upon  us  the  Year  before,  in 
■  Aid  of  the  Operas  ;  in  all  700  /.  Thefe  large, 
and  ample  Conditions,  confidering  in  what 
Hands  we  were,  we  rcfolv'd  to  fwaliow  with- 
out wry  Faces ;  rather  chufing  to  run  any  Ha- 
zard, than  contend  with  a  formidable  Power, 
againft  which  we  had  no  Remedy :  But  fo  it 
l^ppen'd,  that  Fortune  took  better  care  of  our 
Intereft,  than  we  ourielves  bad  like  to  have ' 
done :  For  had  Collier  accepted  of  our  firft  Of- 
fer, of  an  equal  Share  with' ufi,  he  had  got 
three  hundred  Pount^  a  Year  more,  by  com- 
plying with  it,  than  by  the  Sum  he  impofed  • 
upon  us ;  our  Shares  being  never  Itrfs,  than  a 
thoufand  annually,  to  each  of  us,  'till  the  End 
of  the  Queen's  Reign,  in  17 14.  After  which  . 
Collier's  Comniiilion  was  fuperfeded  j  his  The- 
atrical Port,  upon  the  Acceflion  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty,  being  given  to  Sir  Richard  Steele. 

From  thefc  various  Revolutions,  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Theatre,  all  owing  to  the  Pa- 
tentees miftaken  Principle  of  increailng  their- 
Profits,  by  too  &r  enilaving  their  People,  and 
keeping  down  the  Price  of  good  Adors  (and  I 
A  a  4  could 
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could  almoft  infill,  that  giving  large  Salafies 
to  bad  Ones,  could  not  have  had  a  worfe  Con^ 
fequcncc)  I  fay,  when  it  is  confider'd,  that  the 
Authority  for  ailing  Plays,  &c.  was  thought  of 
ifo  little  worth,  tliat  (as  has  been  obferv'd)  Sip 
Thomas  Skipwifb  gave  away  his  3hare  of  it^ 
and  the  Adventurers  had  fled  from  it ;  that  Mr, 
ujngreve,  at  another  time,  had  voluntarily  re- 
lign'd  it ;  and  Sir  John  Fanbrugb  (meerly  to 
get  the  Rent  of  his  new  Houfe  paid)  had,  by 
Leave  of  the  Court,  iarm'd  out  his  Licenfe,  tp 
Smney,  who  not  without  fbme  Hefitation  had 
ventiir'd  upon  it ;  let  me  fay  ^gain,  out  of  this 
low  Condition  of  the  Theatre,  was  it  not  pwr 
jng  to  the-  Induftry  of  three,  or  four  Comedir 
sns,  that  a  new  Place  was  now  created  for  the 
Crown  to  give  away,  without  any  Expence 
attending  it,  well  worth  the  Acceptance  of  any. 
Gentleman,  whofe  Merit,  or  Services  had  no 
higher  Claim  to  Pre&rment,  and  which  Cottier.^ 
and  Sir  Richard  Steele^  in  the  two  lail  Reigns, 
fucceffiveiy  enjoy'd?  Tho',  I  believe,  I  may 
have  laid  fomething  like  this,  in  a  former 
Chapter,  I  am  not  unwilling  it  fliould  he  twice 
taken  notice  of. 

We  are  now  come  to  that  firm  Eftablilhment 
of  the  Theatre,  which  except  the  Adputtance 
of  Booth  into  a  Share,  and  Doggef%  retiring 
from  it,  met  with  no  Change*  Of  Alteration, 
for  above  twenty  Year?  after. 

Collier  J  as  has  been  faid,  having  accepted 
pf  a  certain  Appointment  of  feven  hundred 
per  .fpBaum  j  £f7/lf,  Deg^ety  pn^  Myfdif  were 
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now  die  only  'afling  Managers,  under  the 
Queen's  Licenfe  j  which  being  a  Grant,  but 
during  Pleafure,  oblig'd  us  to  a  Conduct  that 
might  not  undeferve  that  Favour.  At  this 
Time  we  were  all  in  the  Vigour  of  our  Ca-f 
pacities  as  Aiflors  ;  and  our  Profperity  enabled 
ps,  to  pay,  at  leail,  double  the  Salaries,  to 
what  the  feme  Adors  had  ufually  rcceiv'd,  or 
could  have  hoped  for  under  the  Government 
of  the  Patentees.  Dogget,  who  was  naturally 
an  Oeconomift,  kept  our  E7Cpences>  and  Acr 
counts,  to  the  beft  of  his  Power,  within  regu^ 
lat^d  Bounds,  and  Moderation,  ^ilks,  who 
had  a  ftronger  PalBon,  for  Glory,  than  Lucre, 
was  a  little  apt  to  be  laviih,  in  what  was  not 
always  as  neceflary  for  the  Profit,  as  the  Ho- 
nour of  the  Theatre  :  For  Example,  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  aimoft  every  Gcafon,  he  would  order 
two  or  three  Suits  to  be  made,  er  refrefb'd, 
fix.  A&ors  of  moderate  Cenfequencc,  that  his 
having  constantly  a  new  one  for  himfelf,  might 
feem  l^s  particular,  tho'  he  had,  as  yet,  no 
new  Part  for  it.  This  expeditious  Care  of  do- 
ing us  good,  without  waiting  for  our  Confent 
to  it,  Dogget  always  looked  upon,  with  the 
Eye  of  a  Map,  in  Paip;  Bpt  I,  who  hatod 
pain,  (tho'  I  as  Uttle  liked  the  Favour,  as 
Dogget  himfelf)  rather  chofe  to  laugh  at  the 
Circumflanf:^).  than  complain  of  what  I  knew 
was  not  to  be  cured,  but  by  a  Remedy  worfe 
than  the  Evil.  Upon  thefe  Occafions,  there- 
fore, whenever  I  4w  him,  and  his  Followers, 
^  prettily  drefs'd  out,  for  an  old  Play,  I  only 
com- 
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commended  his  Fsocy ;  or  at  moft  but  whif- 

ST'd  him  not  to  give  himfelf  fo  much  trou* 
e,  about  others,  upon  whofc  Performance  it 
would  but  be  thrown  away  :  To  which,  with 
a  fmiling  Air  of  Triumph,  oyer  my  want  of 
Penetration,  he  has  reply'd-^Why,  now,  that 
was  whit  I  really  did  it  fori  to  fliew  others, 
that  I  love  to  take  care  of  them,  as  well  as  oi 
myfelf.  Thus  whenever  he  made  himfelf  ea- 
fy,  he  had  not  the  leaft  Conception,  let  the 
^xpence  be  what  it  would,  that  we  could  pof-* 
£bly  diilike  it.  And  from  the  iame  Principle, 
|H-ovided  a  thinner  Audience  were  liberal  oif 
their  Arolaufe,  he  gave  himfelf  little  Concern 
about  the  Receipt  of  it.  As  in  thefe  different 
Tempers  of  my  Brother-Managers,  there  m^ht 
be  equally  fomething  right,  and  wrong,  it  was 
equally  my  Bufincfs  to  keep  well  with  them 
both  :  And-  tho'  of  tiie  two,  I  was  rather  in- 
clin'd  to  Dogget's  way  of  thinking,  yet  I  was 
always  under  the  dilagreeable  Re&^t  of  not 
letting  Wilks  fee  it ;  Therefore,  when  in  any 
material  Point  of  Managen^ent,  they  were  rea- 
dy to  ceme  to  a  Rupture,  I  found  it  adviieable 
to  think  neither  of  them,  abfolutely  in  the 
wrong;  but  by  giving  to  one  as  much  of  the 
Right,  in  his  Opinion  this  way,  as  I  took  irom  . 
the  other  in  that  j  their  Differences  were  ibme- 
times  foft'ned  into  Conceflions,  that  I  have  rea-- 
fon  to  think  prevented  many  ill  Confeguences, 
in  our  Aflairs,  that  otherwife  might  have  at- 
tended them.  But  this  was  always  to  be  doaa 
with  a  very  gentle  Hand ;  fw  as  Wilks  was  apt  to 
,    bt 
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jbe  ealjly  hurt,  by  Oppofition,  (6  when  he  feic 
it  he  was  as  apt  to  be  infupportable.  How- 
ever, there  were  fome  Points,  in  which  we 
were  always  unanimous.  In  the  twenty 
Years,  whilt  we  wcrfe  our  own  Diredlors,  w» 
never  had  a  Creditor  that  had  occaiion  to  come 
twice  for  his  Bill ;  every  Monday  Morning  dit 
pharged  us  of  all  Demands,  before  we  took  a 
Shilling  for  our  own  Ufe.  And  from  this 
time,  we  neither  alk'd  any  A&ot,  nor  were 
.defired  by  them,  to  fign  any  written  Agree- 
ment (to  the  bcft  of  my  Memory)  whatfoever: 
Tlie  Rate  of  their  relpe(aive  Salaries  were  on-r 
ly  enter'd  in  our  daily  Pay-Roll ;  which  pUitt 
Record  every  one  look'd  upon,  as  good  as  City- 
Security  :  For  where  an  honed  Meaning  is 
mutual,  the  nratnal  Confidence  will  be  fiond 
enough,  in  Conlcience,  on  both  iides :  But 
that  I  may  not  alcribe  moFc  to  our  CoDdnft 
than  was  really  its  Due,  I  ought  to  give  For- 
tune her  Share  of  the  Commendation ;  for  had 
not  <Mir  Succels  exceeded  our  Expet^tion,  it 
inight  not  have  been  in  our  Power,  fo  through- 
ly to  have  obferv'd  thole  laudable  Rules  of  Oe- 
ponomy,  Juflice,  and  Leni^,  which  fo  hap-  - 
pily  fupported  us :  But  the  -  Severities,  and 
OppreHion  we  had  fuffer'd  under  our  former 
Mafters,  made  us  incapable  of  impofing  tbem 
upon  others ;  which  gave  our  whole  Society 
the  cheerful  Looks  of  a  refcued  People.  But 
notwithflanding  ^is  general  Caufe  of  Con- 
tent, it  was  not  above  a  Year  or  two  before 
the  Imperfcftion  gf  human  t>Iature  began  to 
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flicw  itfelf  in  contrary  Symptoms.  The  Mo* 
rit  of  th(  Hazards  which  the  Managers  bad 
run,  and  the  Difficulties  they  had  combated, 
in  Winging  to  Perfe<£lion,  that  Rev(^uUon,  by 
nhigh  they  bad  all  fo  amply  profited,  in  the 
Amendment  of  their  general  Income,  b^an 
now  to  be  forgotten  ;  their  Acknowledgments, 
juid  thankful  Pronyfes  of  Fidelity,  were  no 
ipore  repeated,  or  fcarce  thought  obligatory : 
Eafe  and  Plenty,  by  an  habitual  Enjoyment, 
bad  loft  their  Novelty,  and  the  Largenefs  of 
their  Salaries,  feem'd  rather  lelTee'd  than  ad. 
vanc'd,  by  the  extraordinary  Gains  of  the  Un- 
dertakers ;  for  that  is  the  Scale,  in  which  the 
hired  A£tor  will  always  weigh  his  Perfor- 
mance  t  but  whatever  Rcafon  diere  may  feem 
to  be,  in  his  Caie,  yet  as  be  is  frequently  apt 
to  throw  a  little  Self-partiality  into  the  Ba- 
lance, that  ConfideraUon  may  a  good  deal  al- 
ter the  Juftneifi  of  it.  While  the  AdtOTS, 
therefore,  had  this  way  of  thinking,  happy 
was  it,  ^r  the  Managos,  that  their  united  In- 
tereft  was  fo  infeparably  the  fame,  and  that 
their  Skill  and  Power  in  Acting,  ilood  in  a 
Rank  fo  &r  above  the  reft,  that  if  the  whole 
Body  of  private  Men  had  deferted  them,  it 
would  yet  have  been  an  eafier  Matter  for  the 
Managers  to  have  pick'd  up  Recruits,  than  &r 
the  Deferters  to  have  found  proper  Officers  to 
Jicad  them.  Here,  then,  in  this  Diftindtioo 
lay  oar  Security :  Our  being  A<Stors  ourfelves, 
was  an  Advantage  to  our  Government,  which 
all  former  Managers,  who  were  only  idle  Gen- 
tlemen, 
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demen,  wanted :  Nor  was  our  Eftablifhmenc 
eaiily  to  be  broken,  vrhi\c  our  Health,  and 
Limbs  enabled  us,  to  be  Joint-labourers  in  tlie 
Work  we  were  Mailers  of. 

The  only  Adtor,  who,  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Publick,  feem'd  to  have  had  a  Pretence  of  be- 
ing advanc'd  tO  a  Share  with  us,  was  certain- 
ly Boofb :  But  when  it  is  confider'd,  how 
lirongly  he  had  oppos'd  the  Meafures,  that  had 
made  us  Managers,  by  letting  himfelf  (as  has 
been  obfcrv*d;  at  the  Head  of  an  oppofite  In- 
tercft,  he  could  not  as  yet, ,  have  much  to  com- 

Elain  of:  Befide,  if  the  Court  had  thought 
im,  now,  an  equal  Objcd  of  Favour,  it  could 
not  have  been  in  our  Power,  to  have  oppos'd 
his  Preferment :  This  I  mention,  not  to  take 
£'om  his  Merit,  but  to  Ihew,  from  what  Caujb 
it  was  not,  as  yet,  better  provided  for;  There* 
fore  it  may  be  no  Vanity  to  fay,  our  having  at 
that  time,  no  vjlible  Competitors  on  the  Stage, 
was  the  only  Interefl,  that  rais'd  us  to  be  the 
Managers  of  it. 

But  here,  let  me  reft  a  while,  and  fince,  at 
my  time  of  Day,  our  beft  Pofleflions  are  but 
£aie,  and  Qt^et,  1  muft  be  content,  if  I  wiU 
have  Sallies  0?  Pleafure,  to  take  up  with  .thofe 
only,  that  are  to  be  found  In  Imagination. 
When  I  look  back,  therefore,  on  the  Storms 
of  the  Stage,  we  had  been  tofe'd  in ;  when  I 
coniider,  that  various  Viciffitude  of  Hopes  and 
Fears,  we  had  for  twenty  Years  ftrugglcd  with, 
and  found  ourfelves,  at  lafi',  thus  iafely  fet  oh. 
Shore,  to  enjoy  ^e  Produce  of  our  own  La- 
boqrs. 
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tx)nrs ;  and  to  have  rais'd  tho&  Labours  by  our 
Skill,  and  Induftiy,  to  a  much  feirer  Profit, 
than  our  Taflt-jnaftcrs,  by  all  their  fevere,  and 
gripingGovcrnmentjhad  evcrreap'd  from  them  j 
a  good-natur'd  Reader,  that  is  not  ofiended  at 
the  Comparifon  of  great  things,  with  fmallj 
will  ^llow  was  a  Triumph,  in  proportion,  equal 
to  niole,  that  have  attended  the  moil  heroick 
Snieiprizes  tor  Liberty !  What  Tranfport  could 
the  ia^Brutm  feel,  upon  his  Sxpulfion  of  the 
^arquins^  greater  than  that  which  now  danc'd 
in  the  Heart  of  a  poor  Aftor,  who  from  an  in* 
jur'd  Labourer,  unpaid  his  Hire,  had  madd 
himfelf,  withmit  Guilt,  a  legal  Manager  of  his 
own, Fortune?  Let  the  Grave  and  Great  con* 
temn,  or  yawn  at  thefe  low  Conceits,  but  lei 
me  be  happy,  in  the  Enjoyment  of  them  I  To 
this  Hour  my  Memory  runs  o'er  that  pteafing 
Pt-ofpeft  of  Life  part,  with  little  lefs  Delight; 
than  when  I  was  firft,  in  the  real  Poffcflion  of 
it.  This  is  the  natural  Temper  of  my  Mind^ 
which  my  Acquaintance  are  frequently  Wit- 
neHes  of:  And  as  this  was  all  th«  Ambition^ 
Providence  had  made  my  obfcure  Condition 
cftfRihle  of,  I  am-  thankful,  that  Means  were 
given  me  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  it.    . 

. —  B>c  ejl 

Fivere  &is,  vita  poffe  priorefrui. 

Stmething  like  the  Meaning  of  this,  tiie  lefi 
learned  Reader  may  find  in  my  Title  Page. 


CHAP. 
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C .  H    A    p.      XIV. 

ftle  Sfage,  in  ifs  bigbe^  Profperify.  The  Mc 
nagers  not  without  Errors.  Of  what  Kind, 
Cato  j5>y?  aSied.  What  brought  it  to  the 
Stage,  -The  Company  go  to  Oxford.  Their 
Succefi,  and  different  Auditors  there.  Booth 
made  a  Sharer.  Dogget  objeSs  to  him.  ^tts 
the  Stage  upon  bis  Admittance.  That  not  bis 
true  Reafon.  What  was.  Dogget'i  Theatrical 
Chara^er. 

NOtwithftanding  the  Managing  A£):(H'» 
were,  now,  in  a  happier  Situation,  than 
their  utmoll  Pretenfions  could  have  ex- 
peftcd  J  yet  it  is  not  to  be  fuppos'd,  but  wifer 
Men  might  have  mended,it.  As  we  could  not  a^ 
govern  our  felves,  there  were  Scafons,  when 
we  were  not  all  fit  to  govern  others.  Our  Pai- 
fions,  and  our  Intereft,  drew  not  always  the 
fame  Way.  Self^  had  a  great  Sway  in  oar 
Debates :  We  had  our  Partialities  j  our  Pfcju- 
dices ;  our  Favourites  of  leTs  Merit ;  and  our 
Jealoufics  of  thofe  who  caine  too  ncM"  us ; 
Frailties,  which  Societies  of  highn'  Confidcra- 
lion,  while  they  are  compos'd  of  Men,  will 
not  always  be  free  from.  To  have  been  con- 
ftantly  capable  of  Unanimity,  had  been  a 
BlefBng  too  great  for  our  Station :  One  Mind, 
among  three  People,  were  to  have  had  three 
Mafters, 
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Mafters,  to  one  Servant  j  but  when  that  one 
Servant  is  called  three  di^cnt  ways,  at  the 
&me  time,  whofe  Budne^  is  to  be  dond  firil  ? 
For  my  own  Part,  1  was  forced,  almoft  all  my 
Life,  to  give  up  my  Sharti  of  him.  And  if  £ 
could,  by  Art,  or  Perfuafion,  hinder  others 
from  making,  what  I  thought,  a  wrong  tjfe  of 
their  Power,  it  was  the  All,  and  utmoft  I  de- 
fired.  ■  Yet  whatever  might  be  our  perfonal 
Errors,  I  fliall  think  I  have  no  Right  to  fpcak 
of  them  farther,  than  where  the  publick  En- 
tertainment was  afFedtcd  by  them.  If  there- 
fore, among  fo  many,  fome  particular  Ailors 
were  remarkable  in  any  Part  of  their  private 
Lives,  that  might  fometimes  make  the  World 
merry  without  Doors ;  I  hope,  my  laughii^ 
Friends  will  excufe  me,  if  I  do  not  fo  fer  com- 
ply with  their  Defires,  or  Curiofity,  as  tO 
give  them  a  Place,  in  my  Hiftory.  I  can  on- 
ly recommend  fuch  Anecdotes  to  the  Amufe* 
ment,'  of  a  noble  Perfon,  who  (in  cafe  1  can- 
ceal  them)  does  me  the  flattering  Honour,  t6 
threaten  my  Work,  with  a  Supplement.  'Tis 
enough  for  me,  that  fuch  Adors  had  their  Md- 
fits,  to  the  Publick:  Let  thofc  recite  their 
Imperfeaions,  who  are  themfelvcs  without 
them :  It  is  my  Misfortune  not  to  have  that 
.  Qualification.  Let  us  fee,  then  fwhatever  wa4 
amifs  in  it)  how  our  Adnuntilratioa  went  ior* 
ward. 

When  we  were  firft  inverted,  with  this 
Power  J  the  Joy  of  our  fo  unexpeftedly  com- 
ing into  it,  kept  us,  for  fbme  time,  in  Amity, 

and 
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.and  Good-Fiumour,  yrith  one  another:  And 
the  Pleafure  of  t-eforming  the  many  fall'c 
Meafuree,  Abfurdlties,  and  Abufes.  that,  like 
Weeds,  had  fuck'd  up  the  due  Nouriftimtnt 
from  rfie  Fruits  of  the  Theatre,  gave  us,  as 
yet,  no  Leifure  for  private  Dilfentions.  Our , 
daily  Receipts  exceeded  our  Imagination  :  And 

■  we  feldom  niet,  as  a  Board,  to  fettle  our 
weekly  Accounts,  without  the  Satis&ftion  of 
Joint-Heirs,  juft  in  PofTeflion  of  an  uncxpeft- 
ed  Eftate,  that  had  been  diftantly  intail'd  up- 
on them.  Such  a  fudden  Change  of  our  Con- 
dition, it  may  be  imagin'd,  could  not  but 
throw  out  of  us  a  new  Spirit,  in  almoft  every 
Play  we  appcar'd  in  :  Nor  did  we  ever  fink 
into  that  common  Negligence,  which  is  apt 
to  follow  Good-fortune :  Induftry,  we  knew, 
was  the  Life  of  our  Bufincfs ;  that  it  not  only 
conceal'd  Faults,  but  was  of  equal  Value  to 
greater  Talents  without  it ;  which  the  De- 
cadence once  of  Betterlon*s  Company  in  Z-/»- 
coln' s-Inn-Fields^  had  lately  fhewn  us  a  Proof 

This  then  was  that  happy  Period,  when 
both  Aftors  and  Managers  were  in  their  high- 
eft  Enjoyment  of  general  Content,  and  Prof- 
perity.  Now  it  was  that  the  politer  World 
too,  by  their  decent  Attention,  their  fenfible 
Tafte,  and  their  generous  Encouragements  to 
Authors,  and  Aftors,  once.more  faw,  that  the 
Stage,  under  a  due  Regulation,  was  capable  of 
feeing  what  the  wifefl  Ages  thought  it  might 
be.  The  moft  rational  Scheme,  that  Human 
Bb  Wit 
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Wit  could  ft)rm,  to  diiHpate,  with  InnocciK^ 
the  Cares  of  Life  j  to  allure  even  the  Turbu- 
lent, or  lU-dirpofed  from  worfe  Meditations, 
and  to  give  the  leifure  Hours  of  Builne^,  and 
Virtue,  an  infinitive  Recreation. 
■  If  this  grave  Affertion  is  lefs  recnmmended, 
by  falling  from  the  Pen  of  a  Comedian  j  I 
mufl  appeal,  for  the  Truth  of  it,  to  the  Tra- 
gedy of  Gr?(?,  which  was  firft  adcd  in  1713. 
i  fubmit  to  die  Judgment  of  thofe,  who  were 
then  the  fenfible  Spectators  of  it,  if  the  Suc- 
cefs,  and  Merit  of  that  Play,  was  not  an  Evi- 
dence of  every  Article  of  that  Value,  which 
I  have  given  to  a  decent  Theatre  ?  But  (as 
I  was  obferving)  it  could  not  be  expeflied  the 
Summer  Days,  I  am  fpeaking  of,  could  be  the 
eonftant  Weather  of  the  Year  ;  we  had  our 
clouded  Hours,  as  well  as  our  Sun-fliine,  and 
were  not  always  in  the  lame  Good-Humour 
with  one  another  :  Fire,  Air,  and  Water, 
could  not  be  more  vexatiouHy  oppofite,  than 
the  different  Tempers  of  the  Three  Manage, 
though  they  might  equally  have  their  ufefiil, 
as  well  as  their  deftruftive  Qualities.  HoW 
varioufly  thefe  Elements,  in  our  feveral  Dif- 
fwfitions,  operated,  may  be  judged  from 
die  friUowing  iingle  Inftance,  as  well  as  a 
thoufand  others  ;  which  if  they  were  all  to 
be  told,  might  poffibly  make  my  Reader  wifli 
I  had  ^H^ot  them. 

Much  about  this  tinw,  then,  there  came 
over  from  Dublin  Theatre  two  uncelebrated  Ac- 
tors, to  pick  up  a  few  Pence  among  -us,  in  the 
Winter, 
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Winter^  as  H^ilis  ha5  a  Year,  or  two  before, 
done  on  their  fide  the  Water,  in  the  Summer. 
But  it  was  not  fo  clear  to  Dogget^  and  myfelf, 
chat  it  was  in  their  Power,  to  do  us  the 
hme  Service  in  Drury-Lane^  as  Wilks  might 
have  done  them  in  Dublin.  However  JVUks 
\vas  fo  much  a  Man  of  Honour,  that  he  fcorn- 
ed  to  be  outdone  in  the  leaft  Point  of  it,  let 
the  Coft  be  what  it  would,  to  his  Fellow-Ma- 
nagers, who  had  no  particular  Accounts  of 
Honour  opjcn  with  them.  To  acquit  him- 
felf  therefore  with  a  better  Grace,  H^ilks  fo 
tjfder'd  it,  that  his  Hibernian  Friends  were 
got  upon  our  Stage,  before  any  other  Mana- 
ger had  well  'heard  of  their  Arrival.  This  (q 
generous  Difpatch  of  their  A^ir,  gave  Wilks 
a  very  good  Chance  of  convincing  his  Friends, 
that  Himfclf  was  fole  Mafter  of  the  Mafters 
of  the  Company.  Here  now,  the  different 
Elements  in  our  Tempers  began  to  work  with 
us.  While  Wilks  Was  only  animated  by  a 
gratejiil  Hofpitality  to  his  Friends,  Doggtt  was 
ruffled  into  a  Storm,  and  look'd  upon  this  Ge- 
nerolity,  as  fo  much  Infult,  and  InjuAice  upon 
him&lf,  and  the  Fraternity.  During  this 
Diforder,  I  flood  by,  a  feeming  quiet  Paffen- 
ger,  and,  fince  talking  to  the  Winds,  I  kneWj 
could  be  to  no  great  Purpofc,  (whatever  Weak- 
nefs  it  might  be  call'd)  could  not  help  fmiling, 
to  obferve  with  what  officious  Fafe,  and  De- 
light, Wilks  was  treating  his  Friends  at  our 
Expence,  who  were  fcarce  acquainted  with 
them  :  For,  it  fcems,  all  this  was  to  end  in 
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their  having  a  Benefit-PUy,  in  the  Height  of 
the  Seafon,  for  the  unprofitable  Service  they 
had  done  us,  without  our  Confent,  or  De£re 
to  employ  tbetn.  Upon  this  Dogget  bounc'd, 
and  grew  almoft  as  untta<3able  as  Wilis  him- 
felf.  Here,  agaiOj  I  was  forc'd  to  clap  my 
Patience  to  the  Helm,  to  weather  this  diffi- 
.cuh  Point  between  them  :  Applying  myfclf 
therefore  to  the  Perfon,  I  imagia'd  was  moft 
likely  to  hear  me,  I  defired  Dogget,  "  to  con- 
"  lider,  that  i  muft  naturally,  be  as  muck 
"  hurt,  by  this  vain,  and  over-bearing  Beha- 
'*  viour  in  ff^lks,  as  he  could  be  j  and  that 
"  tho'  it  was  true,  thefe  Aftors  had  no  Prc- 
**  tence,  to  the  Favour  dcfign*d  them ;  yet 
**  we  could  not  fay  they  had  done  us '  any 
"  fcrthcr  Harm,  tlran  letting  the  Town  fee, 
*'  the  Parts  they  had  been  fhcwn  in,  ..had 
**  been  better  done  by  thofe,  to  whom  tljey 
'*  properly  belong'd  :  Yet  as  we  had  great- 
"  ly  profited,  by  the  extraordinary  Labour 
"  of  Wi/h^  who  aftcd  long  Parte  almoft 
"  every  Day,  and  at  leaft  tvr'ux  to  Dog- 
"  get's  once ;  and  that  I  ^nted  it  might  not 
"  be  fo  much  his  Conllderation  of  our  com- 
"  mon  Intcreft,  as  his  Fondncis  for  Applaufe, 
"  that  fet  him  to  Work ;  yet  even  that  Va- 
"  nity,  if  he  fuppolcd  it  fuch,  had  its  Merit 
*'  to  us ;  and  as  we  had  found  our  Account  in 
"  it,  it  would  be  Folly  upon  a  PundUio,  to 
"  tempt  tlie  Raflinefs  of  a  Man,  who  was  ' 
"  capable  to  undo  all  he  had  done,  by  any 
**  Aft  of  Extravagance,  that  might  fly   into 
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** .  his  Head  :  That  admitting  this  Benefit 
*'  might  be  fomc  little  Lofs  to  us,  yet  to  break 
•*  with  him  upon  it,  could  not  but  be  ten 
"  times  of  worfc  Coniequence,  than  our  over- 
**  looking  his  difegrceable  manner  of  making 
*'  the  Demand  upon  us. 

Though,  I  found,  this  had  made  Dogget 
drop  the  Severity  of  his  Features,  yet  he  en- 
deavoured ftill  to  feem  uneafy,  by  his  Halting 
a  new  Objeftion,  which  was.  That  we  could 
not  be  furc  even  of  the  Charge,  they  were 
to  pay  for  it:  For  With,  faid  he,  you  know 
will  go  any  Length,  to  make  it  a  good  Day, 
to  them,  and  may  whifper  the  Door-keepers, 
to  give  them  the  Ready-money  taken,  and  re- 
Oirn  the  Account,  in  fuch  Tickets  only,  as 
thefe  Aftors,  have  not  themfelves  difpofed 
of.  To  make  this  eafy  too,  I  gave  him  my 
Word,  to  be  anfwerable  for  the  Charge,  my 
lelf.  Upon  this  he  acceded,  and  accordingly 
they  had  the  Benefit-Play. "  But  fo  it  happen'd 
(whether  as  Dogget  had  fufpedted,  or  not,  I 
cannot  fayl  the  Ready-money  receiv'd,  fell  Ten 
Pounds  Ihort  of  the  Sum,  they  had  agreed  to 
pay  for  it.  Upon  the  Saturday  following,  (the 
Day  on  which  we  conftantly  made  up  our 
Accounts)  I  went  early  to  the  Office,  and 
inquired,  if  the  Ten  Pounds .  had  yet  been 
paid  in ;  but  not  hearing  that  one  Shilling 
of  it  had  found  its  way  thither,  I  immedi- 
ately fupply'd  the  Sum  out  of  my  own  Pocket, 
and  direded  the  Trcafurer  to  charge  it  cc- 
ceived  from  m^  in  the  deficient  Receipt  of 
Bb  3  thtt 
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the  BcneSt-Day.     Here,  now,   it  might  be 
imagineii,  all  this  £lly  Matter  W2&  accommo- 
dated, and  that  no  ope  could  fo  prpperly  fay, 
he  was  aggrieved,  as  myfelf :  But  let  us  obfcrve 
what  the  Coiifequencc  fays— why,  the  Efle£t  d£ 
my  infolent  ipterpofing  Honefty  prov'd  to  be 
this :  That  the  Party  mqft  obiig'd,  was  the  mof^ 
offended ;  and  the  Offence  was  iiAputed  to  me, 
who  had  bcerj  Ten  Pounds  out  of  Pocket,  to 
he  ajjle  to  commit  it :  For  when  Wilks  found^ 
in  the  Account,  how  ipitefiilly  the  Ten  Pounda   . 
had  been^aid  in,  he  took  me  aHde  into  the 
adjacent  Stone-Paflage,  and  with  ibm6  Warmth 
afk'd  me,  What  I  meant  by  pretending  to  pay 
in  this  Ten  Pounds  f  And  that,  ftJr  his  part,  hie 
did  not  undcrftand  fuch  Treatpient.  To  which 
X  reply'd.  That  tho'  I  ^as  amaz'd,  at  his  thinkr 
ing  himfelf  ill-tieated,    I  virould  give  him  a 
plmn,  juftifiable  Anfwer.-!-That  I  had  ^ven 
iny  Word  to  Dogget^  the  Charge  of  the  Bene- 
fit ihpuld  be  fiiUy  paid,  and  fince  hjs  Friends 
bad  neglected  It,  1  |bund  myfplf  bound  to  make 
it  good.    Upon  which  he  told  me,  I  was  mif- 
,    taken,  if  I  thought,  he  did  not  fee  into  th^ 
bottom  of  all  this — That  Dagget,  and  I,  were 
always  endeavouring  to  thwart,  and  make  him 
uneaiy  3  but  he  was  able  to  ftand  upon  his  owii 
Legs,  and  we  (hould  find  he  would  not  be 
ufed  fo  :  That  he  took  this  Payment  of  the 
Ten  Pounds,  as  an  Infult  upon  him,  and  t 
Slight  to  his  Friends  j  but  rather  than  fuflfer 
it,  he  would  tear  the  whole  Bufinefs  to  pieces : 
That  I  knew  it  was  in  his  Power  to  do  it ; 

and 
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and  if  be  could  not  do  a  civil  thing  to  a  Friend, 
without  all  this  fenlclefs  Rout  about  it,  he  conld 
^  be  received  in  Ireland  upon  his  own  Terms, 
and  could  as  eafily  niend  a  Company  there,  as 
he  had  done  here:  That  if  he  were  gone.  Dog- 
get  and  I  would  not  be  able  to  keep  the  Doors 
open  a  Week,  and,  by  G — ,  he  would  not  be 
a  Drudge  for  nothing.  As  I, knew  all  this  was 
but  the  Foam  of  uie  high  Value  he  had  fet 
upon  himfelf,  I  thought  it  not  amifs,  to  feem 
a  little  iilently  concerned,  for  the  helplefs  Con- 
dition, to  which  his  Refentment  of  the  Injury 
I  have  related,  was  going  to  reduce'  us  :  For  I 
knew  1  bad  a  Friend,  in  his  Heart,  that,  if  I 
gave  him  a  little  time  to  cool,  would  foon 
bring  him  to  Reafon :  "^hc  fweet  Morlel  of  a 
Thouiand  Pounds  a  Year,  was  not  to  be  met  ' 
with  at  every  Table,  and  might  tempt  a  nicer 
Palate  than  his  own  to  fwaliow  it,  when  he 
was  not  out  of  Humour.  This  I  knew  would  . 
always  be  of  Weight  with  him,  when  the  beft 
Arguments  I  could  ufe,  would  be  of  none. 
I  tlKrefore  gave  him  no  farther  Provocation, 
than  by  gravely  telling  him.  We  all  had  it  in 
our  Power  to  do  one  another  a  Mifchief ;  but  I 
believed  none  of  us  much  cared  to  hurt  our- 
felves  }  that  if  he  was  not  of  my'Oplnion,  it 
would  not  be  in  my  PoWer  to  hinder  whatever 
new  Scheme,  he  might  refolve  upon  ;  that  Lon- 
don would  always  have  a  Play-houfe,  and  I 
iijould  have  fome  Chance  in  ir,  tho'  it  might 
not  be  fo  good  as  it  had  been  ;  that  he  might 
be  fiirc,  if  I  had  thought  my  paying  in  the 
B  b  4  Ten 
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Ten  Pounds  could  have  bceil  fo  ill  received ; 
I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  favcd  it.  Upon 
this  he  fcem'd  to  mutter  fomcthing  to  himielfy 
and  walk'd  off,  as  if  he  had  a  mind  to  be  alone* 
I  took  the  Occafion,  and  return'd  to  Dogget, 
to  finifli  our  Aecounts.  In  about  fix  Minutes 
ff^iiks  came  in,  to  us  ;  not  in  the  beft  Humour, 
it  may  be  imagined^  yet  not  in  fo  ill  a  one, 
but  that  he  took  his  Share  of  the  Ten  Pounds, 
without  dewing  the  leaft  Contempt  of  it ; 
which,  had  he  been  proud  enough  to  have  re- 
fafed,  or  to  have  paid  in  himfelf,  I  might 
have  though^  he  intended  to  make  good  his 
Menaces,  and  that  the  Injury  I  had  done  him 
would  never  have  been  forgiven  j  but.  It  feems, 
we  had  difftrent  ways  of  thinking. 

Of  this  kind,  more  or  lefs  delightfiil,  was 
the  Life  I  led,  with  this  impatient  Man,  for 
full  twenty  Years.  Dogget^  as  wc  fljall  find» 
could  not  hold  it  Co  long ;  but  as  he  had  more 
Money  than  I,  he  had  not  Occafion  for  (o 
much  Philofophy.  And  thus  were  our  The- 
atrical Af^irs  frequently  dilconcerted  by  this 
irafcible  Commander,  this  AcbiHes  of  our  Con- 
federacy \  who,  I  may  be  bold  to  fay,  caine 
very  Jittle  fhort  of  the  Spirit  fibrace  gives  to 
that  Hero  in  his— ^ 

Jmfi^er,  irficutidus,  fnexorabiiist  acer. 

This,  then,  is  one  of  thofePerfonal  Anecdotes 
of  our  Variances,  which,  as  our  publick  Per- 
formances were  afFcftcd  by  it,  could  not,-  with 
regard  to  Tnith,  and  Jufti'cc,  be  omitted.  ■ 
From 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


COLLEY    ClBBlR.  3/7 

From  this  time  to  the  Year  1712,  my  Me- 
mory' (from  which  Repofitory  alone,  every 
Article  of  what  I  write  is  coUedlcd)  has  no- 
thing worth  mentioning,  'till  the  firft  afting  of 
the  Tragedy  of  Cato.  As  to  the  Play  itfelf, 
it  might  be  enough  to  fay.  That  the  Author, 
and  ^e  Aflors  had  their  different  Hopes  of 
Fame,  and  Profit,  amply  anfwer'd  by  the  Per- 
formance; but  as  its  Succefs  was  attended 
with  remarkable  Confequences,  it  may  not  be 
amife  to  trace  it,  from  its  feveral  Years  Con- 
cealment, in  the  Clofet,  to  the  Stage. 

In  1703,  nine  Years  before  it  was  afted,  I 
had  the  Pleafure  of  reading  the  firfr  four  A£ts 
\( which  was  all  of  it  then  written)  privately 
with  Sir  Richard  Steele  2  It  may  be  needlcfs,  to 
fay  it  was  impoflible  to  lay  them  out  of  my 
'  Hai)d,  'till  I  had  gone  thro*  them ;  or  to 
dwell  upon  the  Delight,  his  Friendfhip  to  the 
Author  rcceiv'd,  upon  my  being  fo  warmly 
pleas'd  with  them :  But  my  Satisfadion  was 
as  highly  difappointed,  when  he  told  me. 
Whatever  Spirit  Mr.  jiddifon  had  fhewn  in  his 
■  writing  it,  he  doubted,  he  would  never  have 
Courage  enough,  to  let  his  Cato  fland  the 
Cenfureofan  £>i^/^  Audience;  that  it  had 
only  been  the  Amufcmcnt  of  his  Icifure  Hours 
in  Italy,  and  was  never  intended  for  the  Stage. 
This  Poetical  Diffidence  Sir  Richrd  himiclf 
fpoke  of  with  fome  Concern,  and  in  the 
Tranfport  of  his  Imagination,  could  not  help 
laying.  Good  God  I  'what  a  Part  viould  Bcttet- 
ton  make  of  Cato]  But  this  was  feven  Years 
before 
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before  Betterton  died,  and  whea  Baab  (who 
afterwards  made  his  Fortune  by  aftmg  it)  was 
xa  his  Theatrical  Minority,  tn  the  latter  end 
of  Queen  ./Ijme's  Reign,  when  our  National 
Politicks  had  changed  Hands  j  the  Friends  of 
Mr.  Addifoftt  then  thought  it  a  proper  time 
to  animate  the  Fublick  with  the  Sentiments 
of  Cato  i  in  a  word,  their  Importunities  were 
too  warm  to  be  refiAed ;  and  it  was  no  fooner 
finiOi'd,  than  hurried  to  the  Stage,  in  Aprii 
17 1 2,  at  a  time  when  three  Days  a  Week  were 
ufually  appointed  for  the'  Benefit  Flays  of  par- 
ticular Aftors :  But  a  Work  of  tlmt  critical 
Importance  was  to  make  its  way,  through 
all  private  Coniiderations }  nor  could  it  poili- 
bly  give  place  to  a  Cuftom,  which  the  Breach 
of  could  very  little  prgudice  the  Bentfits,  that 
on  fo  unavoidable  an  Occalion,  were  (in  part, 
tho'  not  wholly)  poUpon'd;  it  was  dierefore 
(Mondays  excepted)  afted  every  Day  for  a 
Month  to  conilantly  crowded  Houfes.  As  the 
Author  had  made  us  a  Prefent  of  whatever 
Profits  he  might  have  claim'd  from  It,  we 
thought  ourlelves  obliged,  to  fpare  no  Coft, 
In  the  proper  Decorations  of  it.  Its  coming 
fo  late  in  the  Seafon,  to  the  Stage,  prov'd 
of  particular  Advantage,  to  the  iharing  Ac- 
tors ;  becaufe  the  Harvefl  of  our  annual  Gains 
w;is  generally  over,  before  the  middle  of 
March',  many  feleft  Audiences  being  then, 
ufually  rcferv'd,  in  fevour  to  the  Benefits  of 
private  Adtors ;  which  fixt  Engagements  natu- 
rally abated  the  Receipts  of  the  Days,  b^re 

and 
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and  afiier  them  :  But  this  uoexpeded  After- 
jcrop  of  Cato^  l^ely  fupplied  to  us,  thole  De- 
ficiencies ;  apd  was  almoft  equal  to  two  irxai^ 
^1  Seafons,  in  the  iafnc  Year ;  at  the  Clofe  of 
which,  the  three  managing  Aftors  found  them- 
ielves,  each  a  Gainer  pf  thirteen  hundred,  and 
fifty  Pounds:  But  to  return  to  the  firft  Recep- 
tion of  this  Play  frojn  the  Publick. 

Although  Cato  feems  plainly  written  upon 
yrhat  are  ^led  IVbig  Principles  j  yet  the  Torys 
cf  that  time  had  Senfe  enough  not  to  take  it. 
as  the  leaft  RefietSon,  upo;i  thf  ir  Adminiflra- 
tion }  bat,  on  die  contrary,  they  feem'd  to 
brandiih,  and  vaunt  their  Approbation  of  every 
Sentiment  in  favour  of  Liberty,  which  by  a 
publick  Ad  of  their  Generofity,  was  carried 
ib  high,  that  one  Day,  while  the  Play  was 
afUng,  they  collefted  fifty  Guinea  in  the 
Boxes,  and  made  a  Frefent  of  them  to  Boetbt 

s*ith  this  Compliment For  bis  bmefi  Op^ 

p^im  to  a  perpetual  DiBetor  j  and  bts  df^ 
ing  fo  bravefyt  '»  f^  Caufe  of  Liberty:  Wmt 
was  iniinaated,  by  any  Part  of  thefe  Word^ 
}8  Aot  my  A^ir :  but  fo  publick  a  Reward 
had  the  Appearance  of  a  laudable  Spirit,  which 
pnly  fuch  a  play,  as  Cato^  could  have  infpired ; 
nor  could  Booth  be  blam'd,  if  upon  fo  par* 
ticular  a  Diftindbion  of  his  Merit,  he  began 
himfetf  to  fct  more  Value  upon  it :  How  6r 
he  might  carry  it,  in  making  ufe  of  the  Fa-  . 
vour  he  ftood  in  with  a  certain  Nobleman, 
then  in  Power,  at  Court,  was  not  difficult  to 
penetrate  j  and  indeed,  ought  always  to  have 
been 

f],gn,-.rihyGOOglC 


58o      TJi    L  I  F  E   of 

been  cxpcftcd  by  the  managing  Adors:  For 
which  of  them  (making  the  Cafe  every  way 
his  own)  could  with  fuch  Advantages,  have 
contented  himfelf,  in  the  humble  Station  of 
an  hired  A£tor  F  But  let  us  fee  how  the 
Managers  flood  fevcrally  affefted,  upon  this 
Occafioo. 

Dogget,  who  expccSed,  though  he  fear'd  not» 
the  Attempt  of  what  after  happen'd,  imagln'd 
he  had  thought  of  an  Expedient  to  prevent 
it :  And  to  cover  his  Dcfign  with  all  the  Art 
of  a  Statefman,  he  iniinuated  to  us  Cfor  he  was  a 
Haunch  Whig)-  that  this  Prefent  of  fifty  Guineas, 
was  a  fort  of  a  Tory  Triumph,  which  they 
had  no  Pretence  to ;  and  that  for  his  Par^ 
he  could  not  bear,  that  fo  redoubted  a  Cham- 
pion for  Liberty,  as  Cato^  fhould  be  bought 
oi5^  to  the  Caufe  of  a  Contrary  Party  :  He 
therefore,  in  the  feeming  Zeal  of  his  Heart, 
propofed,  that  the  Managers  themfelves  ihould 
make  the  fame  Prefent  to  Booth,  which  had 
been  made  him,  from  the  Boxes,  the  Day 
before.  This,  he  did,  would  recommend  the 
Equality,  and  liberal  Spirit  of  our  Manage- 
hient,  to  the  Town,  and  might  be  a  Means, 
to  fecure  Booth  more  firmly  in  our  Inte- 
refl ;  it  never  having'  been  known,  that  the 
Skill  of  the  beft  AQlov  had  received  fo  round 
a  Reward,  or  Gratuity,  in  one  Day,  before. 
Wilh,  who  wanted  nothing  but  Abilities  to 
be  as  ^cunning  as  i>0^ci',  was  fo  chanvi'd  with 
the  Propofal,  that  he  long'd  that  Moment,  to 
make  Booth  the  Prefent,  with  his  own  Hands; 

and 
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and  though  he  knew  he  had  no  Right  to  do 
it»  without  my  Confent,  had  no  Patience  to 
aik  it  t  upon  which  I  turned  to  Dogget,  with 
a  cold  Smile,  and  told  him,  that  if  Booth 
could  be  purchas'd,  at  (o  cheap  a  Rate,  it 
would  be  one  of  the  heft  Pcoofe  of  his  Oeco- 
nomy,  we  had  ever  been  beholden  to :  I  there- 
fere  defirCd  we  might,  have  a  little  Patience  ^ 
that  our  doing  it  too  haftily  might  be  only 
making  fure  of  an  Occaiion  to  throw  the  fifty 
Guineas  away  }  for  if  we  ihould  be  obliged  to 
do  better -for  him,  we  could  never, expeft,  that 
Boofb  would  think  himfelf  bound,  m  Honour,, 
to  reAind  them.  This  feem'd  fo  .  abfurd  an 
Argument  to  fp^ilks,  that  he  b^an  with  hia 
ufual  Freedom  of  Speech  to  treat  it,  as  a  piti- 
fiil  EvafioD  of  their  intended  Gencrofity  :  But 
Doggety  who  was  not  fo  wide  of  my  Meaning, 
clapping  his  Hand  upon  mine,  iaid,  with  an 
Air  of  Security,  O  !  don't  trouble  yourfclf  1 
dicre  muft  be  two  Words  to  that  Bargain ; 
let  me  alone  to  manage  that  Matter.  0i/As, 
upon  this  dark  Difcourfe,  grew  uneafy,  as  if 
there  were  fome  Secret  between  us,  that  he 
was  to  be  left  out  of.  Therefore,  to  avoid 
the  Shock  of  his  Intemperance,  I  was  reduc'd 
to  tell  him,  that  it  was  my  Opinion,  that 
Bebtb  would  never  be  made  «fy,  by  any  thing  . 
we  could  4o  for  him,  'till  he  had  a.  Share,  iiv 
the  Profits,  and  Management ;  and  that,  as 
he  did  not  want  Friends  to  afHfl  him,  what- 
ever his  Merit  might  be  before,  every  one 
would  think,  ilnee  his  a^ing  of  Gi/'x?,  he  hacl 
2  now 
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ROW  enough  to  back  his  Prcteniions  to  h.  To 
ttrhich  Dogget  reply'd,  that  nobody  could  thinh 
his  Merit  was  flighted  by  fo  handfome  &  Prc-^ 
fcnt,  as  fifty  Guineas  ;  and  that  for  his  fcither 
PrctenfionSj  whatever  the  Licenfe  might  avails 
our  Property  of  Houie,  bcenes^  and  Cloaths 
were  our  own,  and  liot  in  the  Power  of  the 
Crown  to  difpofe  of.  To  conclude,  my  Ob- 
je<£lions>  that  the  Money  would  be  only  thrown 
away,  G?f.  were  orer-nil'd,  and  the  famd 
Night  Bo6tb  had  the  fifty  Guineas,  which  h« 
receiv'd  with  a  Tfaankftilncfs,  that  made  WilkSi 
and  Dogget  pcrfeftly  eafy ;  infomuch  that  they 
feem'd,  for  fome  time,  to  triumph  iti  their 
Condudt,  and  often  endcavour'ji  to  laugh  my 
Jealoufy  out  of  Countenance  :  But  in  the  fol-. 
lowing  Winter,  the  Game  happen'd  to  take  a 
^ili»-ent  Turn  j  and  then,  if  it  had  been  .  s 
laughing  Matter,  I  had  as  ilrong  an  Occafion 
to  finile  at  their  former  Security.  But  before 
I  make  an  End  of  this  Matter,  I  cannot  pafs 
over  the  good  Fortune  of  the  Company,  that 
fbllbwed  us,  to  the  A.&.  at  Oxford^  which  was 
held  in  the  inter  vetting  Summer  :  Perhaps 
too,  a  fhort  View  of  the  Stage,  in  that  different 
Situation,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  th« 
Oirious. 

After  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles^  be* 
fore  the  Cavalier^  and  Round-'bead  Parties,  ud* 
der  their  new  Denomination  of  fVtig,  and 
Tory,  began  again  to  be  politBcally  troublcfome, 
publick  Ads  at  Oxford  (as  I  find  by  the  Date 
rf  ievcral  Prologues  written  hy  Dryden^  for 
Bart 
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"Bart  on  thofc  Occafions)  had  been  more  fre- 
quently held  than  in  later  Reigns.  Whether 
^e  fame  Party-DIilentions  may  have  occafion'd 
-the  Difcontinuance  of  thern^  is  a  Speculation, 
not  neceflary  to  be  enter'dinto.  ButthefcA- 
cademical  Jubilees  have  utually  been  Iddc'd 
upon  as  a  kind  of  congratulatory  Compliment, 
to  the  Acccffion  of  every  new  Prince,  to  the 
Throne,  and  generally,  as  fuch  have  attended  > 
them.  King  Jamei,  notwithftanding.  hh  Re- 
ligion, had  the  Honour  of  it }  at  which  the 
Players,  as  ufuol,  aiTiiled.  This  I  have  only 
mention'd,  to  give  the  Reader  a  Theatrics 
Anecdote  of  a  Liberty,  which  ^ory  Leigh  the 
Comedian  took  with  the  Character  of  the  well 
known  Obadiab  Walker ^  then  Head  of  Umver- 
Jity  College^  who,  in  that  Prince's  Reign,  had 
turn'd  "Roman  Caibolick  :  The  Circumftance  i$ 
this. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  Comedy  call'd  the 
Committee,  Leig&t  who  adcd  the  Part  of 
Teague^  hauling  in  Obadiab^  with  an  Halter 
about  his  Neck,  whom,  according  to  his  writ- 
ten Part,  he  was  to  threaten  to  hang,  for  no 
better  Reafon  than  his  refuting  to  drink  the 
King's  Health,  (but  here  Leigh)  to  juftify  his 
Purpofc,  with  a  ftronger  Provocation,  put  him- 
fclf  into  a  more,  than  ordinary  Heat,  with  his 
Captive  Ohadiab,  which  having  hcighten'd  his 
Maker's  Curiofity,  to  know  what  Obadidh  had 
done  to  deferve  fuch  Ufage,  Leigh,  folding  his 
Arms,  with  a  ridiculous  Stare  of  AAonifhmenr, 
.  reply'd— — C^j&wj  my  Sboule^  be  has  Jhange  bi$ 
Religion, 
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Religion.  As  the  Merit  of  this  Jeft  lay  chiefly 
in  the  Auditors  fudden  Application  of  it,  to 
the  Obadiab  of  Oxford^  it  was  received  with 
all  the  Triumph  of  Applaufe,  which  the  Zeal 
of  a  diiFcrent  Religion  could  infpire.  But 
Leigh  was  given  to  uoderiland,  that  the  King 
was  highly  difpleafed  at  it,  inafmuch  as  it  had 
fhewn  him,  that  the  Univerfity  was  in  a  Tem- 
per to  make  a  Jeft  of  his  Profclyte.  But  to 
return  to  the  Condud  of  our  own  Afiairs  there, 
in  1712. 

It  had  been  a  Cuftom  for  the  Comedians, 
while  at  Oxford,  to  afl  twice  a  Day  ;  the  firft 
Play  ending  every  Morning,  before  the  Col- 
lege Hours  of  dining,  and  the  other  never  to 
break  into  the  time  of  (hutting  their  Gates  in 
the  Evening.  This  extraordinary  Labour  gave 
all  the  hired  Aftors  a  Title  to  double  Pay, 
which,  at  the  Ad,  in  King  William's  Time,  I 
had  myfelf  accordingly  received  there.  But 
the  prefent  Managers  confidering,  that  by  afting 
only  once  a  Day,  their  Spirits  might  be  freflier 
.  for  every  finglc  Performance,  and  that  by  this 
Means,  they  might  be  able  to  fill  up  the  Term 
of  dieir  Refidcnce,  without  the  Repetition  of 
their  beft  and  ftrongeft  Plays  j  and  as  their 
Theatre  was  contrived  to  hold  a  iiill  third  more, 
than  the  ufual  Form  of  It  had  done,  one  Houfe 
well  fill'd,  might  anfwer  the  Profits  of  two 
but  moderately  taken  up  :  Being  enabled  too, 
by  their  late  Succefs,  at  London,  to  make  the 
Journey  pleafant,  and  profitable  to  the  reft-of 
their  Society,  they  refolded  to  continue  to  them, 
their 
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thtif  double  Pay,  notwithftanding  this  new 
Abatement  of  half  their  Laboiir.  This  Con- 
du£l  of  the  Managers  more  than  anfwer'd  <heir 
Intention,  which  was  rather  to  get  nothing 
tiiemfclves,  than  not  let  their  Fraternity  be  the 
better  for  the  Expedition.  Thus  they  laid  an 
Obligation'  upon  their  Company,  and  were 
themfclves  coniiderably,  though  uncxpefted. 
Gainers  by  it.  But  my  chief  Reafon  for  bring- 
ing the  Reader  to  Oxford,  was  to  fhew  the  dif- 
ferent Tafte  of  Plays  there,  from  that  which 
Srevdl'd  at  London.  A  great  deal  of  that  felfc, 
aftiy  Wit,  and  forc'd  Humour,  which  had 
been  the  Delight  of  our  Metropolitan  Multi- 
tude, was  only  rated  there  at  its  bare,  intrin- 
£ck  Value ;  Applaufe  was  not  to  be  purchafed 
there,  but  by  the  true  Sterling,  the  Sol  Atiicum 
of  a  Genius ;  unlefs  where  the  Skill  of  the 
hOsac  pa&'dit  upon  them,  with  fome  extraor* 
dinary  Strokes  of  Nature.  Shakejpear^  and 
yobnfon  had,  there,  a  fort  of  claflidal  Authority ; 
for  whofe  maftcrly  Scenes  they  feem'd  to  have 
as  implicit  a  Reverence,  as  formerly,  for  the 
Ethics  of  Artflotk ;  and  were  as  incapable  of 
allowing  Moaerns  to  be  their  Competitors,  as  of 
changing  their  Academical  Habits  for  gaudy 
Colours,  or  Embroidery.  Whatever  Merit, 
therefore,  fome  few  of  our  more  politely- 
written  Comedies  mig^t  pretend  to,  they  had 
not  the  fame  Effeft  upon  the  Imagination  there, 
nor  were  received  with  that  extraordinary  Ap- 
plaufe, they.had  met  with,  from  the  People  of 
Mode,  and  Plcafure,  in.  J^ondOB  j  whofe  vain 
C  c  Accom- 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC  


386         He  L  I  F  E,  of 

Accomplilhments  did  not  dlflike  themfelves,  in 
the  Glafs,  that  was  held  to  them:  Theele^E 
Follies  of  higher  Life,  were  not,  at  Oxford, 
among  their  Acquaintance,  and  confequently. 
m^ht  not  be  fo  good  Company,  to  a  learned 
Audience,  as  Nature,  in  her  plain  t>refs,  and 
unornamentcd,  in  her  Purfuits  and  Inclinations, 
feem'd  to  be. 

The  only  diftinguifli'd  Merit,  allow'd  to 
any  modern  Writer,  was  to  the  Author  of 
CatOy  which  Play  being  the  Flower  of  a  Plant, 
raifed  in  that  learned  Garden,  {fot  there  Mr, 
jiddifen  had  his  Education)  what  Favoyr  may 
we  not  fuppofe  was  due  to  him,  from  au  Au- 
dience of  Brethren,  who  from  that  local  Re- 
lation to  him,  might  naturally  have  a  warmer 
Pleafure,  in  their  Benevolence  to  his  Fame  I 
But  not  to  give  more  Weight  to  this  imaginary 
Circumfrance,  than  it  may  bear,  the  Fadi  was,  - 
that  on  our  firft  Day  of.  a£Hng  it,  our  Houfe 
was,  io  a  manner,  inveAed  ;  and  Entrance 
demanded  by  twelve  o'Clook  at  Noon,  and  be* 
fore  one,  it  was  not  wide  enough  ioz  many, 
who  came  too  late  for  Places.  The  iamc 
Crowds  continued  for  three  Days  togetha*,  (ao 
uncommon  Curiolity  in  that  Place)  and  the 
Death  of  Cato  triumph'd  ovpr  the  Injuries  of 
Cafar^  every  where.  To,  conclude,  our  Re- 
ception at  Oxford,  whatever  our  Merit  might 
be,  exceeded  our  ExpeiSation.  At  our  talung 
Leave,  we  had  the  Thonks  of  the  Yice-Cbao- 
cellor,  for  the  Decency,  and  Order,  ob^rv'd 
by  our  whole  Society  j  an  Honour  which  had 

not 
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Hot  always  tjcen  paid,  upon  the  fame  Occa- 
fions  J  for  at  the  A<S,  in  King  J^lliam'^  Time, 
1  remember  fome  Pranks  of  a  different  Nature 
had  been  coiilplain'd  of.  Our  Receipts  had 
not  only  enabled  us  (as  I  have  obfcrv'dl  to 
double  the  Pay  of  every  After,  but  to  afford 
out  of  them,  towards  the  Repir  of  St.  Mary's 
Church,  the  Conttibution  of  fifty  Pouncfc : 
Befides  which,  each  of  the  three  Managers 
had  to  his  rcfpeftive  Sharfi,  clear  of  all  Charges, 
t)ne  hundred'  and  fiity  more,  fbt'  his  one  and 
twenty  Days  Labour  j  which  being  added  to 
his  thirteen  hundred,  and  fifty,  fhared  in  the 
Winter  preceding,  amounted,  in  the  whole, 
to  fifteen  hundred  ;  the  grfiateft  Sum  ever 
known  to  have  been  fliared,  in  one  Year,  to 
that  Time :  And  to  the  Honour  of  our  Audi- 
tors, here,  and  elfcwhcrc  be  it  fpoken,  all  this 
was  rais'd,  without  the  Aid  of  thofe  barbarous 
Entertainments,  with  which,  fome  few  Years 
after  (upon  the  Re.eftabR/l(ment  of  two  con- 
tending Companies)  we  were  forc'd  to  dilgrace 
the  Stage,  to  fupport  it, 

This,  therefore,  is  that  remarkable  Period, 
when  the  Stage,  during  my  Time  upon  it,  was 
the  Icaft  reproachablc :  AntTit  may  be  worth 
the  publick  Obfcrvation  (if  any  thing  I  have 
faid  of  it  can  be  fo)  that  One  Stage  m;iy,  as  I 
have  prov'd  it  has  done,  very  laudably  fupport 
St  felf,  by,  fuch  Spcdacles  only,  as  are  fit  to  de- 
light a  fenfible  People  j  but  the.  equal  Profpe- 
rity  ofjwo  Stages  has  always  been  of  a  very 
(hort  Duration.  If  therefore  the  Publick 
C  c  2  fliould 
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fhould  ever  recover,  into  the  true  Taftc  of 
that  Time,  and  ftick  to  It ;  the  Stage'  muft 
come  into  it,  atjiarve ;  as  whenever  the  ge- 
neral TaAe  is  vulgar,  the  Stage  mufl  come 
down  to  itj  to  Uije,-<  •  ■  But  I  aik  Pardon  of 
the  Multitude}  who,  in  all  Regulations  of  the 
Stage,  may  exped,  to  be  a  litde  indulg'd,  in 
what  they  like :  If  therefore  th^  will  have  a 
May-pole,  why,  the  Players  muft  give  them  a 
May-pole ;  but  I  only  fpeak,  in  cafe  they 
ihould  keep  an  old  Cuftom  of  changing  their 
Minds  3  and  by  their  Privilege  of  being  in  the 
•wrong,  fhould  take -a  Fanby,  by  way  of  Varie- 
ty, of  being  in  the  right, Then,  in  fuch  a 

Cafe,  what  I  have  £itd  may  appear  to  have  been 
no  intended  Defign,  againfl  their  Liberty  of 
judging,  for  themfelves. 

After  our  Return,  from  Oxford,  Booth  was 
at  ftUI  Leifure,  to  folicit  his  AdmiiBon,  to  a 
Share,  in  the  Managoment ;  in  which  he  Iiic- 
ceeded,  about  the  Beginning  of  the  following 
Winter  :  Accordingly  a  new  Licenfc  (recalling 
all  former  Licenfes)  was  ifllied,  wherein  Booth's 
Name  was  added,  to  thofe  of  the  other  Mana- 
gers. But  ftiU,  there  was  a  Difficulty,  in  his 
Qualification,  tobe  adjuflcd;  what  Confidera- 
tion  he  Ihould  allow,'  for  an  equal  Tide  to  our 
Stock  of  Cloaths,  Scenes,  &c.  without  which, 
the  Licenfe  *as  of  no  more  ufc,  than  the  Stock 
was  without  the  Licenfc  j  or,  at  leaft,  if  there 
were  any  Diflfcrencc,  the  former  Managers 
feem'd  to  have  the  Advantage,  in  it ;  the  Stopk 
being  intircly  theirs,  and  three  Parts  in  four  of 

the 
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the  Licente ;  for  Collier^  though  now  but  a  fifth 
Manager,  ilill  infiAed  on  his  fonner  Appoint- 
ment of  700  /.  a  Year ;  which,  in  Equity 
ought  certainly  to  have  been  proportionably 
abated  :  But  Court-Faroui'  was  not  always  mea- 
fur'd  by  that  Yard  j  Collier's  M^ter  was  foon 
out  of  the  Qucftion  }  his  Preteniions  were  toq 
vifible,  to  be  contefted ;  but  the  A&ir  oi  Booth 
was  pot  fo  clear  a  Point :  The  Lord  Chamber-  ■  . 
lain,  tbereifore,  only  recommended  it,  to  b^ 
adjufled  ^nong  ourfelves ;  which,  to  fay  the 
^ruth,  at  that  Tlcne,  was  a  greater  lodulgence 
than  I  e^ifpedecl.  Let  us  iee,  then,  how  thi$ 
Criticai  CajC^  was  handled. 

Wii^  was  of  X^pinion,  that  to  fet  »  goo4 
round  V^Jue  upon  our  Stock,  was  the  only 
way,  to  come  near  ax  Equivalent,  for  the  Dlr 
minution  of  our  Shares,  which  the  Admiffioo 
of  Booth  muA  occalion  :  But  Dc^et  inlifted, 
that  he  ^ad  no  mind-to  oUfpofe  ofany  Part  of 
his  Prapcrty,  and  therefore  would  fet  no  Pricp 
upon  it  all.  Though  }  allow'd,  that  Both 
tnefe  Opinions  might  he  ^oundeji  on  a  good 
deal  pf  Equicyj  yet  I  was  not  fure  that  either 
of  them  was  praftipable  j  and  therefore  told  , 
them,  that  when  they  .could  Both  agree,  which 
0f  them  could  be  .made  fo,  they  might  rely  on 
oiy  Confent,  in  any  Shape.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  deiired  they  would  coniider,  that  as  our  Li- 
cenfc  fubfifled  only  during  Pleafure,  we  could 
not  pretend,  that  the  Q^een  might  not  recall, 
or  alter  it :  But  tliat  to  fpeak  out,  without 
Qiincing  the  matter  on  either  Side,  the  TiVtii 
Cc  3  yf^ 
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immediate  Treaty  with  Booth,  upon  the  Terms 
.  of  his  Admiillon.  Dogget  ftllL  fuUenly  reply'd, 
that  he  had  no  Occalion,  to  enter  into  any 
■  Treaty.  Wilis  then,  to  foften  him,  propos'd, 
-that^if  Hiked  it,  Dogget  might  undertake  it 
himfelf.  I  agreed.  No !  he  would  not  be 
condern'd  in  it.  I  .then  oiFer'd  the  iame  Trad 
to  fFilks,  if  Dogget  approv'd  of  it.  Wilks 
faid,  be  was  not  good  at  making  of  Bargains, 
but  if  I  was  willing,  be  would  rather  leave  it 
to  me.  Dogget^  at  this,  rofe  up,  and  £iid,  we 
might  bcoh  <£>  as  we  pleas'd,  but  that  nothii^ 
but  the  'Law,  Ihould  make  him  part  with  his 
Propcttf — jmd  ib  went  out  of  the  Room.  Af- 
ter  which  he  never  came  among  us  more,  either 
as  ;an  Afloir,- or  Manager. 
.  By  his  hftving,  .in  this  abrupt  manner,  abdi- 
.  ca'od  JftiarPoft,.  in  our  Government ;  what  he 
leit  cf  ic,-'Datusally  devolv'd,  upon  fVUksj  and 
myDelf.  However,  this  did  not  lo  much  di- 
ftre&ourASir,  as  I  have  Reafon  to  believe 
Dogget  thought  it  would :  For  though,  by  our 
Indentures  tripartite,  we  could  not  diipofe  of* 
his  Property,,  without  hia  Confent :  Yet  thofe 
Indentures  could  not  oUige  us  to  ^Ul,  becauie 
he  had, no  Appetite;  and  ifthe  MiU  did  not 
grind,  we  could  have  no  Bread  :  We  thierefore 
determined,  at  any  Hazard,  to  keep  our  Bui4- 
-  nefs  ftiJl  going,  apd  that  our  iafeft  way  would 
be,  tomaJce  the.beft  Bai^n  ve  could  with 
Booth  i  one  Article  of  whicK  was  to  be,  That 
Booth  ihould  iland  equally  anfwerable  with  us, 
to  Doggett  for  the  Confequepoc :  To  which 
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Booth  made  no  Obje^ioa,  and  die  reft  of  his 
Agreement,  was  l;o  allow  us  Six  Hundred 
Pounds  for  his  Share,  in  our  Property,  which 
was  to  be  paid  by  fiich  Sums  as  fliould  arile 
from  half  his  Profits  of  Adting,  'till  the  whole 
was  difcharg'd :  Yet  fo  cautious  were  wc  in 
this  Afiair,  that  this  Agreement  was  only  Ver*- 
bal  on  our  Part,  tho*  written,  and  fign'd  by 
Booths  as  what  intirely  cdntented  him  : ,  How^ 
ever,  Bond  and  Judgment,  could  not  have  made 
it  more  fecure,  to  him  ;  fof  he  had  his  Sbat:^ 
end  was  able  to  difcharge  the  Incumbrance  upf 
.on  it,  by  his  Income  of  that  Year  only,  K^ 
us  fee  what  Dogget  did  in  this  Affair,  after  hib 
had  left  us. 

Might  it  not  be  imagin'd,  that  H^lks^  and 
Myfelf,  by  having  made  this  Matter  caiy  C9 
Bootby  (hould  have  deferf'd  the  ApprobatitHi 
at  leaft,  if  not  the  Favour  of  the  Court,  thiNt 
had  .exerted  io  much  Power  to  prefer  him? 
But  ifhall  I  be  believed,  when  I  affirm,  that 
Dfiggetf  who .  had  fo  ftrongly  cippos'd  the 
Court,  in  his  AdmiiBon  to  a  Share,  was  very 
pear  getting  the  better  of  us  both,  upon  that 
Account,  and  for  fome  time  appeared  to  have 
more  Favour  there,  than  either  of  us  ?  L<t 
me  tell  out  my  ^toryi  ^d  .then  think  what  you 
pl^ie  of  it. 

De^ef,  who  was  equally  oblig'd,  with  u^, 
to  a<^,  upon  the  Stage,  as  to  allift,  in  tlie  Ma^ 
nagement  of  it,  tho'  he  had  rcfiis'd  to  do  either, 
:(till  demanded  of  us  bis  whole  Share  of  the 
jPrcifits,  without  confidcring  what  Fart  of  them 
Booth 
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Bvsib  might  ptctend  to,  from  our  late  Concef- 
fcoiis.  After  mainy  fruitlefs  Endeavours  to  bring 
bfm  f^cki  ^  IK  ;  Sooth  join'd  with  us  in  mak- 
jtig  him  an  Offer  of  halt  a  Share,  if  he  had  ft 
mind  totally  to  t^uit  the  Stage,  and  make  it  a 
SJrte-^cut-e.-  No  !  he  wanted  the  whole,  and  to 
^t  ftiU  himfelf,  while  we  (if  fre  pleafed)  might 
work  for  hin>,  <»-  let  it  alone,  and  none  of  a& 
all,  neither  he,  nor  we,  be  the  better  for  it. 
"WTiat  we  imagin'd  encourag'd  him  to  hold  us 
4t  this  ihort  Defiance,  was,  thdt  he  had  laid 
ilt»'enDagb  toiive-upon,  without  the  Stage  (for 
^waaonc  of  thofe  clofc  Oecortomifts,  whom 
IVtidigalsiC^^-Mifer)  and  therefore  partly  from 
an  Inclination,  as  an  invincible  Wbig^  to  fi^ 
4fldi2^  him&lf  in  defence  of  his  Property,  and 
<*  tiiflieh  priefiiming  that  our  Neceffities  would 
oblige  as"  to  come  to  his  own  Terms,  he  wis 
^bfermift'd  (even  agaihft  ihe  Opinbn  of  his 
Friiciid^  to  rffake  no  othei*  Peace,  with  us. 
-Bn*  nbt  being  dble,  by  this  inftfexible  Perfcve- 
raiice,  to  have  his  wicked  NVill  of  us,  he  was 
,  refolv'd  to  go  to  the  Tountaiii-ftead  of  his  owh 
-P^ftr^s,  and  try,  if  from  thence,  he  could 
him  the  Current  againft  us.  He  appeal'd  to 
Afc  Vice-Chambeflain,  to  wh<^e  Direction,  Ac 
ftdjufting  of  all  thefe  Theatrical  Difficulties, 
was  then  committed  :  But  there,  I  dare  fa^, 
.the  Reader  does'nbt  expefl:  hfe  (houldmcet  with 
much  Favour :  However,  be  that  as  it  may  ; 
for  whether  any  regard  was  had,  to  his  having 
fcme  Thoufands,  \ti  his  Pocket ;  or  that  Iw 
yas  copfid*r*d,  as  a  Man,  who  ^oiildi  er 
could 
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coold  make  more  Noife  In  the  Matter,  than 
Cburtiers  might  care  for :  Or  what .  Channs, 
Spells,  o[  Conjurations  he  might  make  ufe  of, 
is  all  Darkneis  to  me;  yet  To' it  was,: he  oifc 
way  or  other,  play'd  his  part  fo  well,  that,  in 
a  few  Ddys  after,  he  received  an  Order,  from 
the  Vice-Chamberlain,  pofitively  cc»nnranding 
i)8,  to  pay  Dogget  his  whole  Share,  hotwitb- 
{landing,  we  had  complain'd  before  of  his  bavw 
ing  withdrawn  himfelf  irom  aOing  on  thk 
Stage,  and  &om  the  Management  of  iti.  This 
i  thoDght  waii  a  dainty  Diftindion  indeed'! 
that  Dogget's  Defiance  of  the  Cobnnnids  iii 
favour  of  Btatb,  (hould  be  rewarded  with  fi> 
ample  a  Sine-cure ;  and  that  We,  &r  odr  Obv^ 
dience,  fliotild  be  condemn'd  to  dir  in  dite 
Mine,  to  pay  it  him  I  lliis  bitter  PiH,  I  coti- 
fefs,  was  more  than- 1  cduld. down  with,  «nd 
therefore  foci)  determia'd,  at  all  Events,^  acme 
to  take  it.  But  as  I  had  a  Man  of  Power  tb 
deal  with,  it  Was  not  my&finefe  to  ^leak  our 
to  him,  or  tb  fet  forth  our  Treatment,  in  ks 
^oper  Colours.  My  only  Doubt  Vras, .  Whft.- 
tiier  1  could  brnig  fHlks  into  the  fame  Senti- 
ments (for  he  never  car'd  to  litigate  any  thingv 
diat  did  not  SkS^  his  Figure  upon  the  Stlge.) 
But  I  had  the  goctd  Fortone  to  lay  our  Condi^ 
tion  in  fo  precarious  and  di&greeable  a  Light 
to  him,  if  we  Submitted  to  this  Order,  Uiat 
he  fir'd,  before  I  could  ^t  thfo'  half  the  Con- 
iequences  of  it ;  and  I  b^an  now  to  find  it 
more  difficult  to  keep  him  within  Bbbnds, 
thaa  I  bad  before  to  alarm  him,  J  then  pro^ 
pos'd 
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pos'dto  turn  this.Expedient:  That  welhould 
draw  np  a  Remonftrance,  neither  feetning 
to  rdufe,  or  comply  with  diis  Order ;  but  to 
Aart  £ich  Obje£tionB,  and  perplexing  Di&:uU 
ties;.tb2t  Ihould  make  the  whole  imprafti- 
cablc:  That  under  fuch  DiftraAions,  as  this 
,wbuld  raiie  in  our  Affairs,  we  could  not  be 
anfwerablc  to  keep  open  our  Doors,  which 
-confeqiiently  would  defVroy  the  Fniit  of  the 
Favotv  lately  granted  to  Booth,  as  well  as  of 
This  intended  to  Dogget  himfelf.  To  this 
Rcmoaftnnce  we  recciv'd  an  Anfwcrin  Writ- 
ahg,  which,  varied  fomething,  in  the  Meafurcs, 
io.  accommodate  .Matters  Yfixk  Dogget.  This 
-was  all  I  deflred,  when  1  found  the  Style  of 
Sic  jtibeo  was  alter'd,  when  this  formidable 
Power  began  to  parley  with  us,  we  knew  there 
coold  ntx  bemuth.ta  beiear'd,  from  it:ForI 
iWould  have  ■  neixuinflir^ted  till  I  had  died,  ra- 
ther ^an  have,  yielded  ta  the  rougheft,  or 
ixBootheftPerruafion,  that«otdd  intimidate  or 
deceive  us.  By  this  Condu^t^  we  ipade  the 
Afiait-,  at  laA,  tootrouhlefome  fof  the  Eaie  c^ 
•a.G6Urder  to  go  ^im'  with.  Fot  frhen  it  was 
cotiAder'd,  that,  the  principal  Po&it,  tlie  Ad* 
mtlBon.of  Bootbt  was  got  oy^,  Dcggef  yns 
&irly  Jefi  to  tlic  Law,  for  Rdicf. " 

Upon  this  Di%>pointment,  Degget  sccordr 
.ing^y  preferred  a  £ill  m  Chancery  ^gainft  us. 
miks,  who  hated  all  Bufmers  but ,  that  of 
entertaining  the  Pablick,  leit  the  ConduA  of 
our  Caule  tome;  in  which  «%  had»  at  our 
£rft  iettiilg   out,  this  Advaot^gs  of  Doggef, 

that 
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fliat  Wc  had  three  Pockets  to  fiippott  <wr  Ei- 
pence,  where  he  had  but  One.  My  firft  Di- 
rection to  our  Solicitor  was,  to  ufe  alt  poffi- 
ble  Delay,  that  the  Law  would  admit  of  j  a 
Dircdtion,  that  Lawyers  feldom  ncglcdt  j  by 
this  means  we  hung  up  our  Plaintiff  about 
two  Years,  in  Chancery^  *till  we  were  at  foil 
Leifure  to  come  to  a  Hearing  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Oiwper ;  which  did  not  happen  "tilt 
after  the  Acceflion  of  his  late  Majefty.  The 
inUe  of  it  was  this.  Dogget  had  about  ibur- 
teen  Days  allow'd  him  to  make  his  ElofUon, 
whether  he  would  return  to  a^,  as  ufual : 
But  he  declaring,  by  his  Counfel,  That  he  ra- 
ther chofe  to  quit  the  Stage,  he  was  decreed 
Six  Hundred  Pounds  for  his  Share,  in  oar  Pro- 
perty, with  1 5  per  Cent.  Intereft,  from  the 
Date  of  the  laft  Licenfe  :  Upon  the  Receipt 
of  which,  both  Parties  were  to  fign  General- 
Releales,  and  fevcrally  to  pay  their  own  Colls. 
By  this  Decree,  Dogget^  whwi  his  Lawyer's 
Bill  was  paid,  fcarcc  got  one  Year's  Purchaft, 
of  what  we  had  offer'd  him  without  Law, 
which  (as  he  furviv'd  but  fcvcn  Years  after 
itV  would  have  been  an  Annuity  of  Five  Hun- 
dred Pounds,  and  a  Sine~cure   for  Life. 

Tho'  there  are  many  Pcrlbns  living,  who 
know  every  Article  of  thcfe  Fads,  to  bs  true : 
Yet  it  will  be  found,  that  the  ftrongelt  of  them, 
was  not  the  flrongeft  Occafion  of  Dogget'^ 
quitting  the  Stage.  If  therefore  the  Reader 
fhould  not  have  Curiofity  enough  to  know, 
how  the  Fublick  came  to  be  depriv'd. of  ib 
valuable 
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valo^itt  an  A<Stor»  let  him  conrider,  th»t  faa 
i$  not  obliged  to  go  through  the  teil  of  this 
Chapter,  which  I.  &irly  teU  him  beibre-hand, 
w4t  only  be  ^'d  up  with  a  few  idle  Anecf 
dotes,  leading  to  that  DircoVery. 

Aito*  our  Law-fuit  was  ended,  Dogget^  fot 
Ibine  few  Years  could  fcarce  t>car  the  Sight 
of  f^ilis,  or  iByfelf;  tho'  (as  fhall  be  ihewn)^ 
fbr  different  ReaTons  :  Yet  it  was  his  Misfor- 
tune to  meet  with  us  almoil  every  Day.  But* 
Jtoa's  Coflnc-hpufe,  Co  celebrated  in  the  talUrSf 
fat  the  Good-Company,  that  came  there,  wsu 
et  this  time  in  its  higheft  Requeil.  j^difmy 
Steele^  Pope^  and  fevral  other  Gentlemen  of 
di^ent  Merit,  then  made  it  their  conftaitt 
S/ndezwtti.  Nor  could  Dogget  decline  the  a- 
gcee^Ue  Conyer&lion  there,  tho'  he  was  daily 
^ire  to  6adff^iiis,  oj  myfelf,  in  the  ikme  Place» 
to  fbor  bis  Share  of  it :  For  as  fyil&s,  and 
He  were  difierently  proud  -,  the  one  rejoicii^ 
in  a  captioas,  over-bearing,  valiant  Pride  j  and 
the  omer  in  a  ftiff,  fuUen,  Purfe-Pride,  it 
PUy  be  eafilyconceiv'd,  when  two  fudi  Tent* 
pers  met,  how  agreeable  the  Sight  of  one 
Was  to  the  other.  And  as  Dogget  knew,  I 
had  been  the  Coadudor  of  our  Defence,  a* 
gainft  his  Law-ifuit,  which  had  hurt  him  morej 
fix  the  Lofs  he  had  fuiUin'd^  in  bb  Reputa" 
.tion  of  underftanding  Bufincfs,  which  he  va« 
lued  himfelf  upon,  than  his  Difappoint-^ 
inent  had»  of  getting  fo  little  by  it  j  it  was 
no  Wonder  if  I  was  intifely  out  of  his  good 
Graces,  which  I  confefs,  I  was  inclin'd  upon 
I  any 
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any  reafonable  Terms  to  have  recoTcr'd ;  b<; 
being  of  all  my  Theatrical  Brethren,  the  Mail. 
I  moft  delighted  in  :  For  when  he  was  not 
in  a  Fit  of  Wifiiom,  or  not  over-coijcerned 
about  his  Interefl,  he  had  a  great  deal  of  enter-, 
tuning  Humour:  I  therefore,  ootwithfbnd- 
ing  his  Refervei  always  left  the  Door  opca 
to  oiir  former  Intimacy,  if  he  were  inclined^ 
to  come  into  it.  I  never  failed  to  give  him 
my  Hat,  and.  Tour  Servant^  wherever  I  met 
him;  neither  of  which  he  would  ever  return, 
ioT  above  a  If  ear  after ;  but  I  ftlll  perfifled,  ii\ 
my  ufual  Salutation,  without  obferving.  wbe- 
tiler  it  was  civilly  received,  or  ry>t.  This  ri- 
<iiculou3  Silence,  between  two  Comedians,  that: 
had  To  lately  Uv*d  in  .  a  conilant  Courfe  of 
Raillery  with  one  another,  was  often  fmil'd 
at,  by  our  Acquaintance,  who  frequented  the 
l^me  Coffee-Boufe  ;  And  one  of  them  carri* 
id  his  JeA  upon  it  fo  iar,  that  wh^n  I  \ga$ 
St  fome  Diftance  from  Town,  he,  wrote  md 
a  fr)rmal  Account,  that  Dogget  was,  afhially 
dead.'  After  the  firft  Surprize,  his  letter 
gave  me,  was  over,  I  began  to  confider,  that 
this  coming  from  a  droll  Friend  Co  both  of 
us,  might  poftibly  be  writren,  to  extraA  fomc 
Meri-iment  out  of  my  real  .Bd!ipf  of  it:  In 
th,is  I  was  hot  unwilling  to  gratify  him,  and 
returned  an  Anfwcr,  as  if  I  had  taken  th? 
Truth  of  his  Kews  for  granted  ;  and  was 
not  a  little  pleas'd,  that  I  had  fo  &ir  an 
Opportunity  of  fpeaking  my,  Mind  freely  of 
£>aggett  which  1  did,  in  fonic  Favour  of  his 
Character  J 
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Charader  ;  I  excus'd  his  Faults,  and  was  juft 

0  his  Merit.  His  Law-fuitwith  us,  I  only 
imputed  to  his  having  naturally  deceiv'd  hioi- 
(t\\  in  the  Juftice  of  his  Caufe.  What  I  moft 
complain'd  of  was,  his  irreconcilable  DifaiFec-' 
don  to  me,  upon  it,  whom  he  could  not  rca- 
ibnably  blame,  for  landing  m  my  own  De^ 
fenqe  i  that  not  to  endure  me  after  it,  was  a 
Refledlion  upon  his  Senfe,  when  at!  our  Ac- 
quaintance }ud  been  WitneHes  of  our  former 
Intimacy ;  which  my  Behaviour  in  his  Life- 
time, had  plainly  ihewn  htm,  I  had  a  mind 
to  renew.  But  fince  he  was  now  gone  (how- 
ever  great  a  Churl  he  Was  to  me)  I  was  ferry 
my  Corrcfpondent  had  loft  him. 

This  Part  of  my  Letter,  I  was  fure,  '^  Dog-* 
get's  Eyes  were  ftill  open,  would  be '  ftiewn 
to  him }  if  nor,  I  had  only  writ  -  it  to  no 
Porpoife.  But  about  a  Monch  after,  when  I 
came  to  Town,  I  had  fome  Ihtle  Reafon  to 
imagine  it  had  the  Eff&&  I  wiih'd  from  itT 
For,  one  Day  fitting  over-agamft  him,  at  the 
feme  Coflee-houfe,  where  we  often  mixt  at  the 
£imc  Table,  tho'  wc  nevo-  exchang'd  a  finglo 
Syllable,  he  gracioufly  extended  his  Hand,  for 
a  Pinch  of  my  Snuff:  As  this  feem'd,  from 
him,  a  ibrt  of  breaking  the  Ice  of  his  Temper, 

1  took  Courage  upon  it,  to  break  Silence  od 
my  Side,  and  aflc'd  him  how  he  lik'd  it  ?  To 
which,  with  a  flow  Helitation,  natbrally  af- 
.  lifted  by  the  Aftion  of  his  raking  the  Snuff,  he 

rcply'd Umb  I  the  beft—'XJmh  t^Ibave  taft- 

ej  a  great  %»biie  f If  the  Reader,  who  may 

'  foHihiy 
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|}oflibly  think  all  this  extremely  trifling,  wilt 
eonfider  that  Trifles  ibmetimes  fhew  Charac-^ 
ters  in  as  ilrong  a  Light,  as  Fa£ts  of  more  feri- 
ous  Importance,  I  am  in  hopes  he  may  allow, 
that  my  Matter  lels  needs  an  Excufe,  than  the 
Excufe  •  itfelf  does }  if  not,  I  mufl  ftand  con- 
demn'd  at  the  «nd  of  my  Story. — But  let  me 
go  on. 

After  a  few  Days  of  thefe  doy,  Lady-Hk« 
Compliances,  on  his  Side,  we  grew  into  a 
mwe  converlable  Temper :  At  lait,  I  took  a  , 
proper  Occalion,  and  delired  he  would  be  Co 
fi-ank  with  me,  as  to  let  me  know,  what  was 
his  real  Diilike,  or  Motive,  that  made  him 
throw  up  fo  good  an  Income,  as  his  Share  with 
us  annually  brought  him  in  f  For  though  by 
our  AdmiMon  of  Bcotb,  it  might  not  probably 
amount  to  fo  much  by  a  Hundred,  or  two  a 
Year,  as  formerly ;  yet  the  Remainder  was  too 
considerable,  to  be  quarrel'd  with,  and  was 
likely  to  continue  more,  than  the  beft  AAors 
before  us,  had  ever  got,  by  the  Stage.  And 
farther,  to  encourage  him  to  be  open,  I  told 
him.  If  I  had  done  any  thing,  that  had  parti- 
cularly difobliged  him,  I  was  ready,  if  he 
could  put  me  in  the  way,  to  make  him  any 
Amends  in  my  Power  j  if  not,  I  defired  he 
would  be  fo  jufl  to  himielf,  as  to  let  me  know 
the  real  Truth,  without  Rcferve :  But  Referve 
he  could  not,  from  his  natursl  Temper,  eafily 
fhake  off.  All  he  faid  came  from  him,  by  half 
Sentences,  and  Inuent/os,  as — No,  he  had  not 
taken  any  tiling  particularly  ill  —for  his  Part, 
D  d  he 
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he  was  very  eafy,  as  he  was }  but  where  others 
were  to  difpoie  of  his  Property  as  they  pleas'd 
•^—  if  you  had  ilood  it  out,  as  I  did/  Booth 
.  might  have  paid  a  better  Price  for  it.-^ — Yoii 
were  too  much  afraid  of  the  Court— but  that's 
all  over. — There  were  other  things  in  the 
Playhoufc.— No  Man  of  Spirit.— In  fhort,  to 
be  always  pefter'd^'and  provok'd  by  a  tricing 
Wafp— a— vain— fliallow  !  — A  Man  would 
fooner  beg  his  Bread,  than  bear  it. — (Here  it 
was  cafy  to  underftand  him  :  I  thereftM-e  aik'd 
him,  what  he  had  to  bear,  that  I  had  not  my 
Share  of?)  No!  it  was  not  the  iame  thing,  he 
faid.— jYou  can  play  with  a  Bear,  or  let  hinr* 
alone,  and  do  what  he  would  j  but  I  could  not 
let  him  lay  his  Paws  upon  me,  without  being 
hurt ;  you  did  not  feel  him,  as  I  did,— -And 
for  a  Man  to  be  cutting  of  Throats,   upon 

every  Trifle,  at  my  time  of  Day  ! If  I  had 

been  as  covetous,  as  he  thought  me,  may  be  | 
might  have  born  it,  as  well  as  you— but  I 
would  not  be  a  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  if  fuch 
a  Temper,  as  Wilks's,  were  to  be  at  the  Head 
of  it,— 

Here,  then,  the  whole  Secret  was  out.  The 
reft  of  our  Converfation  was  but  explaining 
upon  it.  In  a  Word,  the  painful  Behaviour 
of  Wilks  had  hurt  him  fo  forcly,  that  the  Af- 
&ir  of  Booth  was  look'd  upon,  as  much  a  Re- 
lief, as  a  Grievance,  in  giving  him  {o  plaufible 
a  Pretence  to  get  rid  of  us  all,  with  a  better 
Grace. 

Booth 
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■  Booth  too,  in  a  little  time,  had  his  Share  of 
the  fame  Uneafinefs,"and  often  complain'd  of 
it  to  me  :  Yet  as  we  neither  of  us  could,  then, 
aiford  to  pay  Dogget's  Price,  for  our  Remedy  : 
ftU  we  coald  do,,  was  to  avoid  every  OccaUon, 
in  our  Power,  of  inflaming  the  Diftemper ; 
So  that  wc  bo:h  agreed,  tho'  fFUh's  Nature 
was  not  to  be  changed,  it  was  a  lefs  Evil  to 
live  with  him,  thai;  without  him. 

Tho'  I  had  often  fufpefted,  from  what  I  had 
felt  myftlf,  that  the  Tcnipcr  of  fyUki'  ^as 
Dogget'i  real  Qnarrel,  to  the  Stage ;  yet  I  could 
■never  thoroughly  bclitve  if,  'till  I  had  it  from 
his  own  Mouth.  And  1,  then,  thought  the 
Concern  he  had  fhewn  at  it  was  a  gcod  deal 
inconfiftent  with  that  Underftanding,  which 
■was  generally  allow'd  him.  When  I  give  my 
Reafons  for  it,  perhaps  the  Reader  .will  not 
have  a  better  Opinion  bf  my  own  :  Be  that  as 
it  may,  I  cahnot  help  wbndering,  that  he,  who 
■wis  fo  much  more  caf>able  of  Refiexinn.  thaii 
'Wiiks,  could  facrifice  {o  valuable  an  Income, 
t*  his  Impatience  of  another's  natural  Frailty! 
And  though  my  Stoical  way  of  thinking  may 
■be  no  Rule,  for  a  wifer  M.in's  Opinion ;  yet  if 
it  (hould  happen  to  be  right,  the  Reader  may 
make  his  Ufc  of  it.  Why  then  fliould  we  not 
always  confider,  that  the  Raftinefs  of  Abufe  is 
but  the  falfe  Reafon  of  a  weak  Man  ?  and  that 
oflfenfivc  Terms  are  only  ufed,  to  fupply  the 
want  of  Strength  in  Argument  ?  Which,  as  to 
the  common  Praftice  of  the  fober  World,  we 
do  not  find,  every  Man,  in  Bufinefs,  is  oblig'd 
Dd  2  ,-   to, 
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to  refent,.with  a  military  Senfe  of  Honour: 
Or  if  he  fhould,  ^^ould  not  the  Conctufioti 
amount  to  this  F  Becaufe  another  wants  Sen& 
and  Manners,  I  am  obliged  to  be  a  Madman : 
For  fuch  every  Man  is,  more,  or  lefs,  whilo- 
khe  PaiHon  of  Anger  is  in  Pofleflion  of  him. 
And  what  lefs  can  we  call  that  proud  Man, 
who  would  put  anothw  out  of  the  World, 
only  for  putting  him  out  of  Humour  ?  If  Ac- 
counts of  the  Tongue  were  always  ro  be  made 
up  mth  the  Sword,  all  the  Wifetnen  in  the 
World  might  be  brought  in  Debtors,  to  Block- 
heads. And  when  Honour  pretends,  to  be 
Witnefs,  Judge,  and  Executioner,  in  its  own 
Caufe,  if  Honoui'  were  a  Man,  would  it  be  an 
Untruth,  to  fay  Honour  Is  a  very  impudent 
Pellow  (  But  in  'Dog^(f%  Cafe,  it  may  be  aik'd. 
How  was  he  to  *lKha^  Hfolfelf  ?'  Were  paf- 
JGonate  Infults,  to  be  born,  foi*  Years  together  ? 
To'thcfe  Qucftions,  I  c^h"irily '  afifwer  with 
two,  or  three  more,  Waf  he  to  pu»Ai  him- 
'fclf,  bccaiifc  another  was  in  the  Wrong;  ?  How 
many  feniible  Hufhands  endurft  the  teizing 
Tongue  of  a  froward  Wife»  only  becaufe  (he 
is  the  weaker  Veffel  ?  And  why  fliould  not 
a  weak  Man  have  the  fame  Indulgence  ?  Daily 
Experience  will  tell  us,  that  the  fretful  Tem- 
per of  a  Friend,  like  the  Perfonal  Beauty  of 
a  fine  Lady,  by  Ufe,  and  Cohabitation,  may 
be  brought  down,  to  give  us  neither  Pain,  nor 
Pleafure.  Such,  at  leaft,  and  no  more,  was 
ithe  Diftrefs  I  found  myfelf  in,  upon  the  iame 
Provocations,  which  I  generally  return'd  with 
hummmg 
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humming  an  Air  to.  myfelf  j  or  if  the  Storm 
grew  very  high,  it  might,  perhaps,  fometlmcs 
n)£5e  me  enough,  to  fing  a  little  out  of  Tune. 
Thus  too  (if  I  had  any  ill  Nature  to  gratify)  I 
*ften  faw  the  unruly  Paffion  of  the  Aggreffor's 
Mind  puniih  itfelf,  by  a  reillefs  Diforder  of 
the  Body.     , 

What  inclines  m%  therefore,  to  think  the 
CandaA  af  Dogged  was  as  raih,  as  the  Provo- 
-cations  he  complain'd  of,  is,  that  in  fome  time 
after  he  had  left  us,,  he  plainly  difcover'd  he 
had  repented  it.  His  Acquaintance  obferv'd  to 
us,  that  he  fent  many  a  long  Look  after  his 
Share,  in  the  ftill  profperous  State  of  the 
Stage  :  But,  as  his  Heart  was  too  high  to  de- 
■clare  (what  we  iaw  too]  Jus  ll^  Inclination  to 
return,  he  made  us , bo iiirea. Overtures.  Nor^ 
indeed,  did  ^0  ^src  (^hough  he  was  a  goldttn 
A^tor)  to  pay-too  dear,  for  him :  For  as  moft 
of  his  Par^  had  bceti,  pretty  well  iupply'd,  he 
.jxwld  .not,  now,  be  of  his  former  Value,  to  vs. 
However,  to  fhew.  the  Town,  at  leaft,  that  he 
had  not  forfwom  the  Stage,  he,  ^one  Day,  con- 
defcended,  to  play  for  the  Benefit  of  Mrs,  Por- 
Jgr,  in  the  Wanton  Wift,  at  which  he  knew 
hk  iate  M^efly  was  to  be  prefent.  Now  (tho' 
{  fpeak  it  not  of  my  own  Knowledge)  }ict  k 
was  not  likely  Mrs.  Porter  would  have  afk'd 
that  Favour  of  him,  without  fome  previous 
Hint,  that  it  would  be  granted.  His  coming 
.among  us,  for  that  Day  only,  had  a  flrong 
Appearance  of  his  laying  it  in  our  way,  to  make 
rhjm  Propoiflls,  or  that  he  hoped  the  Court,  or 
Dd  3  Town, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOt^le 


4o6         Tk  h  I  V  E  of 

Town,  might  intimate  to  us,  their  Detire  of 
.feeing  him  oftener :  But  as  he  a(9£d  only  to 
do  a  particular  Favour,  the  Managers  ow'd  him 
no  Compliment  for  it,  beyond  Common  Civi- 
lities. And,  as  that  might  not  be  all  he  pro- 
pofed  by  it,  his  fartlier  Views  (if  h?  had  any) 
came  to  nothing.  For  after  this  Attempt,  he 
never  returned  to  the  Stage. 

To  fpeak'  of  him,  as  an  After :  He  was  the 
moft  an  Original,  and  the  ftriifteft  Obfervcr  of 
Nature,  of  all  his  Contemporaries,  He  bor- 
'  Tow'd  from  none  of  them  :  His  Manner  waif 
Jiis  own  :  He  was  a  Pattern  to  others,  whofc 
greateft  Merit  was,  that  they  had  fomctimes 
tolerably  imitated  him.  In  drcfling  a  Charac- 
ter to  the  grpateft  Exaftnefs,  be  was  remarka- 
bly flcilful ,-  the  leaft  Article  of  whatever  Ha- 
bit he  wore,  feem'd  in  ■  fonie  degree  to  fpeak 
and  mark  the  different  Humotir'he  pcefented  j 
a  neceHiiry  Care  in  a  Comedian,  in  which  ma- 
py  have  been  top  remiJs,  or  ignorant.  He 
pould  be  extremely  ridiculous,  without  ilep- 
ping  into  the  lea^l  Impropriety,  to  make  him 
ib.  His  greateft  Succefs  was  in  Charaftcrs  of 
lower  Life,  which  he  imprpv'd,  from  the  Dc-, 
light  he  took,  in  his  Obfcrvations  of  that  Kind, 
in  the  real  World.  In  Songs,  and  particular 
Dances  too,  of  Humour,  he  had  no  Competi- 
tor. Congreve  was  a  great  Admirer  of  him, 
and  found  his  Account,  in  the  Chara3ers  he 
cxprcfiy  wrote  for  him.  In  thofe  of  Fondle- 
^tfe^  in  his  Old  Batcbehr ;  and  Ben,  in  ZrfW 
for  fjove,  no  Au^or,  and  AiSot  could  be  more 
phligc4 
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oUiged  to  their  mutual  maiUrly  Parf<H-mances. 
He  was  very  acceptable  to  fcveral  I'crfons  of 
high  Rank  and.Tafte  :  The'  he  fcidom  car'd  to 
be  the  Comedian,  but  among  his  more  inti- 
mate Acquaintance. 

And  now,  let  me  alk  the  Wotld  a  Qucfti- 
on.  When  Men  have  any  valuable  Qualities, 
why  are  the  generality  of  our  modern  Wits 
fo  fond  of  expoiing  their  Failings  only,  which 
the  wifcfi  of  Mankind  will  never  wholly  be 
free  from  ?  Js  it  of  more  ufe  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  to  know  their  Errors,  than  their  Perfec- 
tions ?  Why  is  the  Account  of  Life  to  be  fo 
unequally  ftated  P  Though  a  Man  may  be 
Sometimes  Debtor  to  Senfe,  or  Morality,  is  it 
not  doing  him  Wrong,  not  to  let  the  World 
fee,  at  the  iame  time,  how  ^r  he  may  be 
Creditor  to  both  ?  Are  Defe<^s  and  Difpropor- 
tioQS,  to  be  the  only  Ubour'd  Features  in  a 
Portrait?  But  perhaps  fuch  Authors  may . 
know  bow  to  pleale  the  World  better  than 
I  do,  aod  o^ay  oaturally  fuppofe,  that  what  is 
delightful  to  themfelves,  njay  not  be  difagree- 
able  to  others.  For  my  own  part,  I  confefs 
myfelf  a  little  touch'd  in  Confcience,  at  what 
I  have,  jufl  now,  oblerv'd  to  the  Difadvan- 
tage  of  my  other  .Brother-Manager. 

If  therefore,  in  difcoveriag  the  true  Caufe 
of  the  Publick's  lofing  fo  valuable  an  Adlor, 
as  Dogget,  I  have-  been  obliged  to  fliew  the 
Temper  of  ^i/iij,  in  its  natural  Complexion, 
ought  I  not,  in  amends,  and  Balance  of  his 
ImperfedioDS,  to  fay  at  the  fame  time  of  him, 
D  d  4  That 
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That  if  he  was  not  tfae  mofl  Correft,  or  Ju» 
dicious,  yet  (as  Hamlet  fays  of  the  King  his 
Fatho-j  Take  him  fiar  ^//,  in  ^//,  &c.  he  was 
certainly-  the  moil  diligent,  moA  laborious^  and 
moll  ufefijl  Aftor,  that  I  have  feen  upon  the 
Stage  in  Fifty  Years. 


CHAP.      XV. 

§$r  Richard  Steele  fucceeds  Collier,  in  the 
^heatre-Hflyah  Lincoln's- 1  noT-Ficlds  Uouje 
rebuilt.  'The  latent  refiored.  Eight  A^on 
at  onfe  defirt^  from  the  King's  Compam. 
Why,  A  new  Patent  obtained^  by  Sir  Rich- 
ard Stecle,"^n<^  ^ffigf^^  '»  Shares,  to  the 
managing  A£iors  o/'Drury-Lane.  Of  modem 
Pantomimes.  The  Rife  of  item.  Vanity  in- 
vincible, ofid  ajham'd,  The  Non-juror  a£led. 
The  Author,  not  forgiven;  and  rewarded  for  it. 

UPON  the  Death. of  the  Queen,  Plays 
(as  they  always  had  been  on  the  like 
Ocealions)  were  filenc'd  for  fix  Weeks.  But 
thk  happening  on  the  firft  of  Augujf,  in 
the  long  Vacation  of  the  Theatre,  the  OWer- 
vancc  ^  that  Ceremony,  which  at  another 
Junfturc  would  have  feUcn  like  wet  Weather 
upon  their  Harveft,  did  them  now  no  particular 
Damage.  Their  Licenfc  however  being  of 
courfe  to  be  renev^ed,  that  Vacation  gave  the 
Managers  Time  to  caft  aboutj   for  the  bet- 
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ter  Alteration  of  it:  And  firiee  they  knew  the 
Pcnfion  of  feven  hundred  a  Year,  which"  Had 
been  levied  upon  them  for  Coliier,  muft:  ftil! 
be  paid  to  fomebody,  they  imagin'd  the  Me- 
rit of  a  Whig  might  now  have  as  good  a 
Chance  of  getting  into  it,  as  that  of  a  Tory  had 
for  being  continued  in  it :  Having  no  ObHga- 
tions,  therefore,  to  Collier,  who  had  made  the 
laft  Penny  of  them ;  they  apply'd  themfelves 
to  Sir  Ricbard  Steele^  who  had  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  by  Ms  2jcal  for  the  Houfe  of  Hanover^ 
and  had  been  expell'd  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ■ 
for  carrying-it  (as  was  judg'd  at  a  certain  Crifis) 
into  a  Reproach  of  the  Government.  This  we 
knew  was  his  Pretenfion  to  that  Favour,  in 
which  he  now  flood,  at  Court :  We  knew  too, 
the  Obligations  the  Stage  had  to  his  Writings ; 
there  being  fcarce  a  Comedian  of  Merit,  in  our 
whole  Company,  whom  his  Tatlers  had  not 
made  better,  by  his  publick  Recommendation 
of  them.  And  many  Days  had  our  Houfe 
been  particularly  fill'd,  by  the  Influence  and 
Credit  of  his  Pen.  Obligations  of  this  kind 
irom  a  Gentleman,  with  whom  they  all  had 
the  Pleafure  of  a  perfonal  Intimacy,  the  Ma- 
nagers thought  could  not  be  more  juftly  rc- 
turn'd,  than  by  {hewing  him  fomc  warm  In- 
ilance  of  their  Defire,  to  have  him,  at  the 
Head  of  them.  We  therefore  beg'd  him  to 
ufe  his  Intereft,  for  the  Renewal  of  our  Li- 
cenfe,  and  that  he  would  ^o  us  the  Honour 
fsf  getting  our  Names  to  ftand  with  Etis,  in 
tile  fame  CconmiiQon,  This,  we  told  him^ 
would 
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would  put  it  ftill  fardjer  into  his  Power  of 

Supporting   the  Stage,  in   that  Reputation,  to  ' 

which   his  Lucubrations  lud  already  To  mMch 

contributed ;    and  that  therefore   we  thought 

no  Man  had  better  Pretences  to  partake  of  its 

Succcis. 

Though  it  may  be  no  Addition  to  the  Urr 
vourable  Part  of  this  Gentleman's  Chara^r, 
to  fay  with  what-  Pleafure  he  recdv'd  ths 
Mark  of  our  Inclination  to  him,  yet  my  Var 
nity  longs  to  tell  you,'  that  it  furpriz'd  him  in- 
to an  Acknowledgment,  that  People,  who  are 
fhy  of  OWigations,  are  cautious  of  confcfling. 
His  Spirits  took  fuch  a  lively  turn  upon  it, 
that  lud  we  been  all  his  own  Sons,  no  unex- 
'  pe£ted  A£l  of  filial  Duty  coiild  have  more  eo- 
dear'd  us  to  him. 

It  muft  be  ob&rv'd,  then,  that  as  Collier  ha4 
no  Share,  in  any  Part  of  our  Property,  no  Dif- 
ficulties, from  that  C^vter,  could  oUirud  this 
Propofal.  And  the  ufual  Time  of  our  bcgin'- 
jsifig  to  aA.|c>r.the  Winter-Seaibn  now  draw- 
ing near  we  preis'd  him  nut  to  lofe  any  Time 
in  hts  oolicitation  of  this  new  Licenfe.  Ac- 
cordingly Sir  Richard  apply 'd  himfelf  to  the 
Duke  of  MariioreKgky  the  Ha-o  of  his  Heart, 
who,  upon  the  firil  mention  of  it,  obtain'4  it 
of  his  MajeAy,  for  Sir  Richard,  and  the  fcM^er 
Managers,  who  were  ASors.  Collier  we  hear4 
no  more  of. 

Th?  Court,  and  Town,  being  crowded  very 

early,  in  the  Winter-Seafon,  upon  the  critiwt 

Turn  of  Affairs,  fo  much  expedted  from  the 

Hano' 
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Hanover  Succcflion,  the  Theatre  bad  its  parti- 
cular Share  of  that  general  Blcffing,  by  a  hiore 
than  ordinary  Concourfe  of  Speflatbrs. 

About  this  Tirae  the  Patentee,  having  very 
near  fini^'d  his  HouCe  in  Lincoln' s-Jnn-Fieldsy 
began  to  think  of  forming  a  new  Company  j 
and  in  the  mean  time,  found  it  necelTary  to 
apply  for  Leave  to  employ  them.  By  the  weak 
Defence  he  had  always  made  againfi  the  feve- 
ral  Attacks  upon  his  Intereft,  and  former  Go- 
vernment of  the  Theatre,  it'might  be  a  Qu&- 
ftion,  if  his  Houfe  hud  been  ready,  in  the 
Queen's  Time,  whether  he  would,  dien,  have 
had  the  Spirit  to  afk,  or  Intcrefl  enough  to  ob- 
tain Leave  to  ufe  it : .  But  in  the  following 
Reign,  as  it  did  not  appear  be  had  done  any 
thing  to  forfeit  the  Right  of  his  Patent,  ht 
prevail'd  with  Mr.  Craggs  the  Younger,  (af- 
terwards Secretary  of  State)  to  lay  his  Cafe  be-; 
fore  the  King,  which  he  did  in  fo  efiefhial  a 
manner,  that  (as  Mr.  Craggs  himfelf  told  me) 
his  Majelly  was  pleas'd  to  fay  upon  it,  **  That 
"  he  remembcr'd,  when  he  had  been  in  Eng- 
'*  land  before,  in  King  Charles  his  Time,  there 
"  had  been  two  Theatres  in  London ;  and  as  the 
**  Patent  feem'd  to  be  a  lawful  Grant,  he  faw 
"  no  Rcafon,  why  Two  Play-houfcs  might 
"  not  be  continued." 

The  Sufpenfion  of  the  Patent  being  thus 
taken  off,  the  younger  Multitude  feem'd  to  call 
aloud  for  two  Play-houfes !  Many  delired  ano- 
ther, fi-om  the  common  Notion,  that  Two 
ivot^d  always  create  Emulation,  in  the  A£tors 

I  (aq     - 
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(an  OpicuoB,  which  I  have  confido^d  m  a  fir- 
mer Chaf>tcr.)  Others  too,  were  as  eager  ftar 
them,  from  the  natural  Ill-will  that  follows 
tlw  Fortunate,  or  Profperous,  in  anjr  Uoderta- 
kiog.  Of  this  low  Malevolence  we  had,  now 
and  then,  had  Femarkable  Inftacces  ;  we  had 
been  forced  to  difmi&  an  Audieiice  of  a  hon- 
dred  and  fiity  Pouiads,  itosn.  a  Diilurbance  fpi- 
rited  up,  by  obfcuFe  People,  who  never  ^ve 
any  bet^  Reafon  for  i^  than  that  it  was  Uieir 
Fancy,  to  fuj^Ktrt  the,  idle  Complaint  of  oi^ 
rival  A&ef%  againil  another,  in  their  feveral 
PretcDfions  to  thp  chief  Part  in  a  new  Trii- 
gedy.  But  as  this  Tumult  feem'd;  onjy  to  be 
^tbe  Wantonnela  oi  Er^lijh  Liberty,  I  fbaU 
OQtipKii^^jto  Uy  4oy  ^ther  Cenfure  up* 

oo-.it;  r  c-iu.-. 

flgji9^ 9oti^ithfta9ding  this.  pubUck  pefire 
of  re-eitablilliing  two  Houfes ;  and  though  I 
hayQ  allow'd  thg  former  AflcffS  greatly  our  Su- 
periors j- and  the  Mani^ers  I  am  fpealcing  <^ 
not  to  havic  been  without  theif  fravatc  Errors. 
Yet  under  all  thefc  X),i£idv0nt!igf^  it  is  cerbun, 
the  Suge,  for  twc;oCy  Ycair?  bj^forc^.this  time, 
had  never  been  in  fo  iloari£hfng  a  Cqnt^tipn  : 
And  it  was  as  evident  to<aJl.feiUibl^  Spp^jl^gtc^, 
that  this  Prosperity  <;ouId  be  only^wlQgti)  chat 
■better  Ordei',  and  cloler  Induf^,  no^  daily  ob> 
ferv'd  }  and  which  had  formerly  bo^  n^le^ 
ed  by  our  PredeceiTors.  But  that  I  may  not 
impofe  upon  the  Reader  a  Meiit,  which  was 
Aot^eoerally  aliow'd  us,  I  ought  hcuielUy  ^ 
let  ^lim  know,  that  about  this  time,  the  pu1>- 

licfc 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


CoLLEY     ClBBEIi;  41^ 

lick  Papers,  particularly  Af«)?'s '^  JotimajJ  tools 
npon  tnem  Tcry  often  to  cenflire  our  Manage- 
ment, wkh  the  iame  Freedon*, '  aftd  Sevnrity,  ' 
a$  if  wo  had  b^en  Co  many  Minifters  of  Slate  t 
Bat  fo*  happened,  that  thcfc  unfortunate  Re- 
fertners  of  the  World;  th6fc  felf-appointed 
Cenfors  hardly-eVtfr  hit  upon  what  was  really 
wrong-,  in  ns ;  birt  tSkingiup  Fafts  upon  Tmft, 
or  Hear-fay,  piled  up  many  a  pompous  Para- 
graph, that  they  had-  ingenioufly  coatieiv'd 
was  fufiicibnt  to  dcmcJifh  our  Adnuniftratk>n» 
or,  at  leail,  to  make  us  Very  tmeafy  in  it  t 
which,  indeed,  had  fo  iar  in  Efi^ift,  that  my 
equally-injur'd  Brethren  Wiiks,  and  Booth,  often 
compLain'd  to  me  of  thefe  di&greeable  Afpcr- 
fiohs,  and  ix-opos'd,  that  ibme  pnblick  Anfwer 
might  be  made  to  them^  which  I  dwajra 
oppos'd,  by,  perhaps,  too  iecnre  a'CtoOtcmpt 
of  what  fuch  Writers  could  do  to  hurt  us  $ 
and  my  Re^on  for  it  was,  that  I  knew  but  of 
one  Way  to  filence  Authors  of  tMt  Stamp  ^ 
which  was,  to  grow  infigirificant,  and  good  for 
nothing,  and  then  we  fhould  hear  no  more  of 
them :  But  while  we  continued  in  the  Proipe- 
rity  of  pleafing  others,  and  were  not  confcious 
of  having  deferv'd  what  they  iaid  of  us,  why 
fhould  wc  gratify  the  little  Spleen  of  our  Ene- 
mies, by  wincing  at  it,  or  give  them  frefh  Op- 
portunities to  dine  upon  any  Reply  they  might 
make  to  our  publickly  taking  Notice  of  them? 
And  though  Silence  might  in  fome  Ca&s,  be 
a  Sign  of  Guilt  or  Error  confefs'd,  our  Aocu- 
&rs  were  To  low.  In  their  Credit  and  Senfe,  that 
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the  Content  we  gave  the  Publick,  a)mofl  every 
D^,'  from  the  Stage,  ought  to  be  our  only 
Anfwer  to  them. 

However  (as  I  haveobferv'd)  wc  madctnany 
Blots,  which  thefe  unfkilful  GameHers  oerer 
hit:  But  the  Fidelity  of  an  Hiftorian,  caimcC 
be  excused  the  Omiffion  of  any  Truth,  which 
ought  make  for  the  other  bide  of  the  Que^ 
ftion.  '  I  ihall  therefore  ccMifefs  a  Fad,  which^ 
if  a  happy  Accident  had  not  intervened,'  had 
brought  our.  A^irs,  into  a  very  tottering  Con* 
iiition.  This  too,  is  that  Fai^,  which  in  a  for- 
mer Chapter,  I  promis'd  to  fet  forth  as  a  Sca-^ 
Mark  of  Danger, .  to  Biture  Managers,  in  their 
-Theatrical  Courfe  of  GovernmenL 
..Wtiica  theiKw-huilt  Theatre,  in  Lmcobfs^ 
Jm-PielSs  KU  ready  td  be  opcn'd,  feven  or 
eight  A)9qts,  io  one  Day,  deferted  from  oe^ 
to.ttffi  Service  of  the  Enemy,  which  oblig'd 
lis  to  poftponci  jiiany  of  par  bed:  >  Playi^  .  for 
want  of  fome  in&rtor  Part  in  themj.whk^ 
thefe  De&rtetB  had  been  uied  to  iill :  But  the 
Indulgence  of  the  Royal  Family,  who'  then 
frequently  honour'd  us,  by  their  Prefence,  was 
pleas'd  to  accept  of  whatever  could  be  haftily 
got  ready  for  their  Entertainment.  And  tho' 
this  critical  good  Fortune  prevented,  in  fome 
meafure,  our  Audiences  Iklling  fo  low,  asodier*- 
wife  they  might  have  done,  yet  it  was  not 
fufficieiit  to  keep  us  in  our  former  Profperity : 
For  that  Year,  our  Profits  amounted  not  to 
above  athird  Part  of  our  ufuaLDividends  j  tho* 
VI  the  following  Year  we  intirely  recover 'd 
them. 
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-tiem.  Th^  Chief  of  thcfe  £)efertdK  vnte 
Kerne,  Bullock,  Pack,  Lei^b,  Sob  o£  the  &- 
mous  Tony  Leigh,  and  othcFS  of  kfs  note. 
"Tis  true,  th^  none  of  them  had  nwro  than 
a-  negative  Merit,  in  being  on!;'  able  to  dis  us 
more  Harm  by  their  leaving  us,  without  No* 
rice,  than  they  could  do  us  Goad,  by  rottlain* 
ing  with  us  :  For  though  the  boft  of  ^Mcm 
could' not  fupport  a  Play,  tHe  worft  of  dlefn» 
by  their  Abfence,  could  maim  it  •  as  the  L<^ 
of  the  Icttft  Pin,  in  a  Watchj  may  obftlfod  it» 
Motion.  But  to  come  to  the  true  CauTe  of 
their  Defertion  :  Alt«r  my  having  diibovbr'd 
the  (long  unknown)'  Occafion'that  dro^e  Bog* 
get  from  the  Stage,  before- hiff  fotfled  tnCliiia- 
tion  to  leave  it ;  it  will  b«  left  inciet^blef  tSiat 
thefe  AdtcwSi  upon  the  firft '  Opportuitity' to  re- 
lieve themfelves,  fhoufd  al^  inione  O^,  'have 
left  us  from  the  fame  Gau£:  6f  UneaOnifs.  For^ 
in' a  little  time  after,  upon  not  finding  their 
Expeftations  anfwcr'd,  in  Linct^'s-IrmPieldt, 
fome  of  them,  who  feo^i'd  to  anfwer  iat  tht 
reil,  told-fhtf,  the  greateit  Grievance  they  had^ 
in  our  Company,  was  the  -Shocking  Temper 
of  IVilkSi  who,  upon  every,  almoft  no  Occa^ 
fion,  letioofe  the'unlimitedtLanguage  of  Fftf^ 
fion  upon  them,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  their 
Patience  was  not  longer  able  to  &ipport.  Thi^ 
indeed,  was  what  we  coukl  not  juftify  1  Thfi 
vras  a  Secret,  that  might  have  made  k  whole- 
fome  Paragraph,  in  a  critical  News-Paper ! 
But  as  it  was  our  good  Fortune,  that  it  came  • 
not  to  the  Ears  of  our  Enemies,  the  -Town 

was 
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was  not.  entertain'd,  With  their  pnbdick  Ko^ 
marks  upon  it. 

After  this  new  Theatre  had  enjoy'd  that 
fhort  Run  of  Favour,  which  is  apt  to  follow 
Novelty ;  their  Audienc6s  began  to  3ag :  But 
whatever  good  Opinion  we  had  of  our  .own 
Merit,  we  had  not  fo  good  a  one  of  the  Mul- 
titude, as  to  depend  too  much  upon  the  De- 
licacy of  their  Tafte :.  We  knew  too,  that  this 
Company  being  To  much  nearer  to  the  Ci^^ 
than  we  were,  would  intercept  many  an  ho- 
neft  Cullomer,  that  might  not  know  a  good 
Market,  &om  a  bad  one ;  and  that  the  thinneft 
ci  their  Audiences,  mufl  be  always  taking 
fomething  from  the  Mcafure  of  our  Profits. 
All  thele  Diiadvantages,  with  many  others, 
we  were  forced  to  lay  before  Sir  Richard 
Steeie^  and  ^rther  to  remonllrate  to  him,  that 
as  he  ;iow  ftood  in  Oditer's  Place,  his  Penfion 
<if  700  /.  was  liable  to  the  fame  Conditions, 
that  CoUier  had  rccciv'd  it  upon  ;  which  were, 
that  it  fhould  be  only  payable  during  our  being 
the  only  Company  permitted  to  ^,  but  in 
■cafe  another  fliould  be  fct  up  againft;  us,  that 
ihen  jthis  Penfion  was  to  be  liquidated  into  an 
equal  Share  with  us  j  and  which  we  now 
hoped  he  would  be  contented  with.  While 
we  were  offering  to  proceed.  Sir  Richard  ilopt 
us  ihor^  by  aJTuring  us,  that  as  he  came 
among  us,  by  our  own  Invitation,  he  Hiould 
always  think  himfelf  oblig'd,  to  come  into  any 
Meaiures,  for  our  Eafe,  and  Service  :  That  to 
be  a  Burtlien  to  our  Induftry,  would  be  more 

dif. 

D,g',,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


Collet  Gibber.  417 
difagreeabl^e  to  hiqa,  than  it  could  be  to  us  ;  and 
as  he  had  always  taken  a  Delight,  in  his  En- 
deavours for  our  Profpcrity,  he  fliould  be  ftill 
ready  on  our  own  Terms,  to  continue  them. 
Every  one  who  knew  Sir  Richard  Steele,  in 
hisProfperity  (before  the  Effedts  of  his  GoixU 
nature  had  brought  him  to  Diftreffes)  knew 
that  this  was  his  manner  of  dealing  with  his 
Friends,  in  Buiinefs  :  Another  Inftance  of  the 
iame  nature  will  immediately  £iU  in  my  way. 

When  we  propos'd  to  put  this  Agreement 
into  Writing,  he  dcfir'd  us  not  to  hurry  our- 
fclvcs  i  for  that  he  was  advi&d,  upon  the  late 
Defertion  of  our  Afliors,  to  get  our  Licenfe 
(which  only  fubfifted  during  Plea&re)  cnlarg'd 
into  a  more  ample,  and  durable  Authority,  and 
which  he  faid  he  had  Reafon  tp. think  would 
be  more  eaiily  obtain'd,  if  w<i  were  willing^ 
that  a  Patent  for  the  fame  Purpofe  might  be 
granted  to  him  only,  for  his  Life,  and  three 
Years  after,  which  he  would  then  aiTign  over 
to  us.  This  was  a  Profpedt  bpyond  our  Hopes ; 
and  what  we  had  long  wifh'd  for}  for  though 
I  cannot  fay,  we  had  ever  Reafon  to  grieve  at 
the  Ferfonal  Severities,  or  Behaviour,  of  any 
<me  Lord  Chamberlain  in  my  Time,  yet  the 
{everal  Offi(xrs,  under  them,  who  had  not  the 
Hearts  of  Noblemen,  often  treated  us,  (to  ufe 
Sbaie/peer's  Expreilion)  with  all  the  InjoUnce 
of  d^ce^  that  narrow.  Minds  are  apt  to  be 
elated  with;  but  a  Patent,  we  knew,  would 
iree  us  from  fo  abged  a  State  of  Dependency. 
Accordingly,  we  defired  Sir  Bicbard  to  lofe  no 
E  e  timcj 
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time  i  he  was  immediately pFomifed  it:  In  die 
Interim,  we  founded  the  Inclination  of  the 
AAors,  remaining  with  us  ;  who  had  all  Senft 
enough  to  know,  that  the  Credit  and  Reputa- 
tion we  ftood  in,  mth  the  Town,  could  not 
but  be  a  better  Security  for  their  Sahries,  than 
the  Promife  of  any  other  Stage,  put  into  Bonds, 
could  make  good  to  them.  In  a  few  Days  ■& 
ter.  Sir  RscbardxoXA  us,  that  his  Majefty  being 
apprifed  that  others  had  a  joint  Power  with 
him,  in  the  Licenfe,  it  was  expofled  we  fhould, 
under  our  Hands,  figniiy,  that  his  Petition 
for  a  Patent,  was  prefcrr'd,  by  the  Confent  of 
us  all.  Such  an  Acknowledgment  was  imnse- 
diately  Hgn'd,  and  the  Patent  thereupon  pa&'d 
the  Great  Seal ;  for  which  I  remember  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Co-wper,  in  Compliment  to  Skr 
-Richard,  would  receive, no  Fee. 

We  receiv'd  the  Pztcnt  yaituary  19,  1718, 
and  (Sir  Richard  be'm^  oblig'd  the  next  Morn- 
ing to  fet  out  for  Burrowbridge  in  Torkjbire^ 
where  he  was  fooa  after  eleded  Member 
of  Parliament}  we  were  forc«i  that  very 
Night,  to  draw  up  in  a  hurry  ('till  our  Coun- 
fel  might  more  advi(eably  perK^  it)  his  Afl^pw 
ment  to  us  of  equal  Shares,  in  the  Patent, 
with  &rther  Conditions  (^  Partnerfhip :  ftu 
here  I  ought  to  take  Shame  to  myfelf,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  give  this  fecond  Inllance  of 
the  Equity,  and  Honour  of  Sir  Richard :  For 
■this  Affignmcnt  fwhich  I  had  myfelf  the  fadfy 
Penning  of)  was  fo  worded,  that  it  gave  Sb" 
Richard  as  eq^ual  a  Title  to  oar  Property,  ai  it 
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-bad  given  us  to  his  Authority  in  the  Patent : 
But  Sir  Richard^  nptwithftanding,  when  he 
return'd  to  Town,  took  no  Advantage  of  thc^ 
Miftalre,  and  confented  in  our  fecond  Agree- 
ment, to  pay  us  Twelve  Hundred  Pounds,  to 
be  equally  intjtled  to  our  Property,  which  at 
his  Death,  we  were  obliged  to  repay  (as  we 
afterwards  did)  to  his  Executors  ;  and  which, 
in  caie  any  of  us  had  died  before  him,  the  Sur- 
vivors were  equally  obliged  to  have  paid  to  the 
Executor  of  fuch  deccafed  Perfon,  upon  the 
fame  Account.  But  Sir  Ricbard'%  Moderation 
with  us  was  rewarded  with  the  Reverfe  of 
Collier's  Stiffnefs  :  Colliery  by  infifting  on  his 
Penfion.  loft  Three  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year; 
and  Sir  Ricbardt  by  his  accepting  a  Share  in' 
lieu  of  it,  was,  one  Year  with  another,  as 
much  a  Gainer. 

The  Grant  of  this.  Patent  having  affured  us 
of  a  competent  Term,  to  be  relied  on,  we 
were  now  embolden'd,  to  lay  out.  larger  Sums', 
in  the  Decorations  of  our  Plays :  Upon  the 
Revival  of  Dryden's  ^11  for  Love,  the  Habits 
of  that  Tragedy,  amounted  to  an  Expcnce  of 
near  Six  Hundred  Pounds ;  a  Sum  unheard  of) 
for  many  Years  before,  on  the  like  Occafioos. 
But  we  thought  fuch  extraordinary  Marks  of 
our  Acknowledgment  were  due  to  the  Favours, 
which  the  Publick  were  now,  again  pouring 
in  upon  us.  About  this  time  we  were  fo  much 
in  Afhion,  and  followed,  that  our  Enemies 
(who  they  were,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  gueft, 
ibr  we  never  knew  them)  made  their  Puih  of  a- 
E  e  2  good 
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good  round  Lye  upon  us,  to  terrify  thofe  Auditors, 
■from  our  Support,  whom  they  could  not  mif- 
tead  by  their  private  Arts,  or  publicfc  Invec- 
tives. A  current  Report,  that  the  Walls,  and 
Roof  of  our  Houfe,  were  liable  to  fell,  had 
got  fuch  Ground  in  the  Town,  that  on  a  fud- 
den,  we  found  our  Audiences  unufually  de- 
crcifed  by  it :  Tf^ilks  was  immediately  for  de- 
nouncing War,  and  Vengeance  on  the  Author 
of  this  Faldiood,  and  for  offering  a  Reward, 
to  whoever  could  difcover  him.  But  it  was 
thought  more  hecefiary  firft  to  diiprovc  the 
Fallhood,  and  then  to  pay  what  Compliments 
might  be  thought  advifeable  to  the  Author.  Ac- 
cordingly an  Order  fi-om  the  King  was  obtain- 
ed, to  have  our  Tenement  furvey'd  by  Sir  Ibo- 
mas .  Hewet,  then  _the  proper  Officer  j  whoic 
Report  of  its  being  in  a  fafe,  and  found  Con- 
dition, and  fign'd  by  him,  was  publifh'd  in 
every  News-Paper.  This  had  fo  immediate  an 
Effe<ft,  that  our  Speflators,  whofe  Apprehcn- 
fions  had  lately  kept  them  abfent,  now  made 
up  our  Lofles  by  rcmrning  to  us,  with  a  frcfh 
Inclination,  and  in  greater  Numbers. 

When  it  was  firft  publickly  known,  that 
the  New  Theatre  would  be  open'd  againft  us ; 
I  cannot  help  going  a, little  back  to  remember 
the  Concern  that  my  Brother-Managers  cx- 
prefs'd  at  what  might  be  the  Conlcquenccs  of  it. 
They  imagin'd,  that  now,  all  thofe  who  wifli'd 
ill  to  us,  and  particularly  a  great  Party,  who 
■  had  been  difobliged,  by  our  fliutting  them  out, 
fi-wn  beliind  our  Scenes,  even  to  the  Rcfiilal  of 
thcH* 
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dicir  Money,  would  now  exert  themfclvcs, 
in  any  partial,  or  extravagant  Meafures^  that 
might  either  hurt  us,  or  fupport  our  Compe- 
titors :  Thefe  too  were  fome  of  thofe  iarther 
Reafons,  which  had  difcouraged  them,  from 
running  the  hazard  of  continuing  to  Sir  Rickard 
5/«/<?  the  lame  Pcnfion,  which  had  been  paid 
to  Collier,  ypon  all  which  I  obfervedto  them, 
that  for  my  own  Part,  I  had  not  the  fame  Ap- 
prehenfions ;  but  that  I  forefaw  as  many  good, 
as  bad  Confcquences  from  two  fioufcs  :  That 
tho'  the  Novelty  might  poffibly  at  firft  abate  a 
little  of  our  Profits  j  yet  if  we  flackcn'd  not 
our  Induftry,  tliat  Lofs  would  be  amply  ba- 
lanced, by  an  equal  Increafc  of  our  Eafe  and 
Quiet :  That  thpfe  turbulent  Spirits  which 
were  always  molefring  us,  would  now  have 
other  Employment :  That  the  qucftion'd  Me- 
rit of  our  A<^ing  would  now  ftand  in  a  clearer 
Light,  when  others  were  £tintly  compared  to 
us :  That  though  Faults  might  be  found  with 
the  beft  Aftors,  that  ever  were,  yet  the  egre- 
gious De&i^,  that  would  appear  in  others, 
would  now  be  the  eiFeftual  means  to  make 
our  Superiority  fliine,  if  we  had  any  Pretence 
to  it :  And  that  what  fome  People  hoped  might 
ruin  us,  would  in  the  end  reduce  them  to  give 
up  the  Difpute,  and  reconcile  them  to  thofe 
who  could  beft  entertain  them. 

In  every  Article  of  this  Opinion,  they  af- 
terwards fi>und  I  had  not  been  deceived  j   and 
the  Truth  of  it  may  be  fo  well  remcmber'd  by 
many  living  Speftators,  that  it  would  be  too 
Ec  3  frivolous 
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frivolous  and  nccdlefs  a  Boaft,  to  give  It  any 
ferther  Obfcrvaiion. 

But,  in  what  I  have  laid,  I  would  not  be 
underftood  to  be  an-  Advocate  for  two  Play- 
houfes :  For  we  ihall  foon  find  that  two  Sets 
of  Aftors,  tolerated  in  the  fame  Place,  have 
conftantly  ended  in  the  Cermption  of  the 
Theatre;  of  which  the  auxiliary  Entertainments, 
that  have  fo  barbaroufly  fupply'd  the  Defe^ 
of  weak  Action,  have,  for  fome  Years  paft, 
been  a  iiagrant  Inftancc  ;  it  may  not,  therefore, 
be  here  improper  to  fliew  how  our  childiih 
Pantomimes  firft  came  to  take  fo  grofi  a  Po0ci^ 
fipn  of  the  Stage. 

I  haye  upon  ieveral  Occafions  already  ob- 
ferv'd,  that  when  one  Company  is  too  hard  for 
another,  the  lower  in  Reputation,  has  always 
been  forced  to  exhibit  fine  new-^gled  Fop- 
pery, to  draw  ,tlie  Multitude  after  &em :  Of 
thefe'  Expedients,  Singing  and  Dancing  h»l 
formerly  been  the  moft  cfleiaual ;  but,  at  the 
Tipic  I  am  fpeaking  of^  our  'Bnglijh  Mufick 
had  been  fo  dncountenanced,  iince  the  Tafte  oif 
iialiah  Operas  prevailed,  that  it  was  to  no 
Purpofe  to  pretend  to  i<.  Dancing  tbereforct 
y^as,  now,  the  only  Weight,  in  the  oppaiite 
$cale,  'and  as  the  New  Thratre  fometimes  found 
iheir  Account  in  it,  it  could  not  be  la&  for  as,' 
T^hoIIy  to  ncgleft  it.  To  give  even  Dancing 
di^efore  fotne  Improvement,  and  to  make  it . 
fomething  more  than  Motion  without  Meao- 
ipg,  the  Fable  of  Mars  and  Verms,  mis  £»m*d 
fhto  a  connected  Preientation  of  Dances  in 
'    '        ■  '    ^       '       *     '  Charac- 
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Charader>  wherein  the  PaiJions  were  fo  hap- 
pily expreHled,  and  the  whole  Story  fo  intelli- 
gibly told,  by  a  mute  Narration  of  Gefture 
only,  that  even  tfainicing  Spedators  allow'd  it 
both  a  plea£ng  and  a  rational  Entertainment ; 
though,  at  the  iame  time,  &om  our  DiHrufl 
of  its  Reception,  we  durft  not  venture  to  der 
corate  it,  with  any  extraordinary  Expence  of 
^enes,  or  Habits ;  but  upon  the  Succefs  of 
this  Attempt,  it  was  rightiy  concluded,  that 
if  a  vifible  Erpence  in  both,  were  added  to 
fbmething  of  the  iame  Nature,  it  could  not 
^  of  drawii^  the  Town  proportionably  after  it. 
From  this  original  Hint  then  ( but  every  way  un- 
equal to  it)  fpning  fOTththat  Succeflion  of  mon- 
flrous  Medlies,  that  have  fo  long  infbfted  the 
Stage,  and  which  rofe  upon  one  another  alter- 
xiately,  at  both  Honfes  outvying,  inExpence,likQ 
coatoiding  Bribes  op  both  fides  at  an  Eledion, 
to  iecure  a  Majority  of  the  Multitude.  But  fo  it 
16,  Truth  may  complain,  and  Merit  murmur 
with  what  Juftice  it  may,  the  Few  will  never 
be  a  Match  for  the  Many,  unlefs  Authority 
fhould  think  fit  to  interpofe,  and  put  down 
theie  Poetical  Drams,  thefe  Gin-iliops  of  the 
Stage,  that  intoxicate  its  Auditors,  and  dilho- 
nour  their  UnderfUndiog,  with  a  Levity,  hv 
which  I  want  a  Name. 

If  I  am  afk'd  (aifer  my  condemning  thcfe 
Fooleries,  myfelf)  how  I  came  to  adent,  of 
continue  my  Share  of  Expence  to  them }  I 
have  no  better  Excufe  for  my  Error,  than  con- 
fediog  it.  I  did  it  againil  my  Confcience  I 
£  e  4  and 
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and  had  n  t  Virtue  cnoiJgh  to  ftar;c,  by  op- 
pofing  a  Multitude,  that  would  have  been  too 
hard  for  mc.  Now  let  me  aft  an  odd  Quef- 
tion  :  Had  Harry  the  Fourth  of  France  a  better 
Excufe  for  changing  his  Religion  ?  I  was 
ftiU  in  my  Heart,  as  much  as  he  could  be,  on 
the  fide  of  Truth  and  Senfc,  but  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  I  had  their  Leave  to  quit  them, 
when  they  could  not  fupport  mc  :  For  what 
Equivalent  could  I  have  found  for  my  ialling 
a  Martyr  to 'them?  How  iar  the  Herce,  or 
the  Comedian  was  in  the  wrong,  let  the  Clergy, 
and  the  Criticks  decide.  Neceility  will  be  as 
good  a  Plea  for  the  one,  as  the  other.  But  let 
the  Queftion  go  Which  way  it  will,  Harry  IV. 
has  always  been  allow'd  a  great  Man :  And 
what  I  want  of  his  Grandeur,  you  fee  by  the 
•Inference,  Nature  has  amply  fupply'd  to  me, 
■in  Vanity  ;  a  Pleafure  which  neither  the  Pert- 
n  fs  of  Wit,  or  the  Gravity  of  Wifdom,  will 
e*er  perfuade  me  to  part  with.  And  why  is 
there  not  as  much  Honeily  in  owning,  as  in 
concealing  it  ?  For  though  to  hide  it,  may  be 
Wifdom,  to  be  without  it  is  impoffible ;  and 
where  is  the  Merit  of  keeping  a  Secret,  which 
every  Body  is  let  into  ?  To  fay  we  have  no 
Vanity  then,  is  ihewing  a  great  deal-  of  it  ;  as 
to  lay  we  have  a  great  deal,,  cannot  be  Ihew- 
ing fo  much :  And  tho',  there  may  be  Art, 
in  a  Man's  acculing  himfelf,  even  then  it  will 
be  more  pardonable  than  Self-commendati- 
on. Do  not  we  find,  that  even  good  Anions 
have  their  Shfu-e  of  it  P  that  it  is  infeparable 
fi-om 
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Jfom  our  Being,  as  our  Nakednefe  ?  And 
though  it  may  be  equally  decent  to  cover  i^ 
yet  the  wifefl  Man  can  no  more  be  without 
it,  than  the  weakeft  can  believe  he  was  bom, 
in  his  Cloaths.  If  then  what  we  fay  of  our- 
felvcs  be  true,  and  not  pr^udicial  to  others,  to 
be  called  vain  upon  it,  is  no  more  a  Re- 
proach, than  to  be  called  a  brown,  or  a  fair 
Man.  Vanity  is  of  all  Complexions  ;  'tis  the 
Growth  of  every  Clime,  and  Capacity ;  Au- 
thors of  all  Ages  have  had  aTinfturc  of  it; 
and  yet  you  read  Horace,  Mmtaign,  and  Sir 
William  Temple,  with  Pleafure.  Nor  am  I 
fiire,  if  it  were  curable  by  Precept,  that  Man- 
kind'would  be  mended  by  it !  Could  Vanity 
be  eradicated,  from  our  Nature,  I  am  afrait^ 
that  the  Reward  of  moft  human  Virtues,  would 
not  be  found,  in  this  World  I  And  happy  is 
he,  who  has  no  gceater  Sin  to  anfwer  for,  in 
the  next ! 

But  what  is  all  this  to  the  Theatrical  f'ollies 
I  was  talking  ofP  Perhaps,  not  a  great  deal ; 
but  it  is  to  my  Purpofe  ;  for  though  I  am  an 
Hiftorian,  I  do  not  write  to  the  Wife,  and 
Learned  only ;  I  hope  to  have  Readers  of  nd . 
more  Judgment,  than  fome  of  my  quondam 
Auditors ;  and  1  am  a6-aid  they  will  be  as  hard- 
ly contented,  with  dry  Matters  of  Fa(ft,  as 
with  a  plain  Play  without  Entertainments : 
■This  Rhapfody,  therefore,  has  been  thrown 
in,  as  a  Dance  between  the  A£ts,  to  make  up 
for  the  Dullnefs  of  what  would  have  been  by 
itfelf  only  proper. .  But  now  - 1  come  to  my 
Story  again.  Not- 
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Notwithftandii^,  then,:  this  our.C^ompliance 
with  the  vulgar  TaAe ;  we  geoerally  made  uTe 
of  thele  Fant(MaumeG^  but  as  Chitdies  to  our 
weakeft  Plays :  Nor  were  we  To  loft  to  all 
Senfe  of  wlut  was  valuable,  as  to  dishonour 
o»r  beft  Authors  in  fuch  bad  Company  :  We 
had  ftill  a  due  Refped:  tQ  feveral  icled  Plays, 
that  were  able  to  be  their  owo  Support ;  and 
in  which  we  found  our  conftant  Account. 
wi^CMit  painting,  and  patching  them  out,  like 
Proftitutcs,  with  thefe  FoUics,  in  fiUhion :  If 
therefore  we  were  not  ib  ftri<fUy  chafie,  in 
the  other  part  of  our  Condudt,  let  the  Error 
pf  it  ftajid  among  the  filly  Confequences  of 
Two  Stages.  Could  the  Intereft  of  both  Coo^ 
panies  have  been  united,  in  one  only  Theatre  % 
I  had  been  one  of  the  Few,  that  would  have 
us'd  my  utmoft  Endeavour  c^  never  admitting 
to  the  Stage  any  SpedUclc,  that  ought  not  to 
have  been  ^en  there  %  the  Errors  of  my  own 
Plays,  which  I  could  not  fee,  excf^pted.  And 
though  probably,  the  Majority  ofSpedlatore 
would  not  have  been  fo  well  [deas'd  with  a 
Theatre  fo  regulated ;  yet  Senfe,  and  Reafon 
cannot  loie  their  iotrinfick  Value,  becaufe  the 
Giddy,  and  the  Ignorant,  are  blind  and  deaf, 
or  numerous  %  and  I  cannot  help  iayii^  it  is  a 
Reproach  to  a  fenfible  People,  to  let  Fdly  fo 
publickly  govern  their  Flexures. 

While  I  am  making  this  grave  Declara- 
tion of  what  I  would  have  done,  had  One 
only  Sts^e  been  craitinued  i  to  obtain  an  ea- 
sier Belief  of  my  SinoeriQr,  J  ought  t»  put 

my 
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my  Reader  in  mind  of  what  I  did  do,  even 
after  Two  Companies  were  again  cAabUJh'd, 

About  diis  Time  yac»bitifm  had  lately  ex- 
erted itfelf,  by  the  moft  unprovoked  Rebellion, 
that  CHIT  Hiftories  have  handed  down  to  us, 
fince  the  Norman  Conqueft :  I  theref(M%  thought 
that  to  fet  the  Authors,  and  Princi[^es  of  that 
defperate  Fdly  in  a  fair  Light,  by  allowing 
the  miftakcn  Confdences  of  ibme  their  heft 
Excufe,  and  by  making  the  artiiil  Pretenders 
to  Conicience,  as  ridiculous,  as  they  were  un- 
ffrateiiilly  wicked,  was  a  Subjed:  fit  for  the 
honed  Satire  of  Comedy,  and  >vhat  might,  if 
it  fucceeded,  do  Honour  to  the  Stage,  by 
jewing  the  valuable  Ufe  of  it.  And  con&ler- 
ing  wlut  Numbers,  at  that  time,  m^t  come 
to  it,  as  prgudic'd  Spedators,  it  may  be  allow'd 
that  the  Undertaking  was  not  lefs  hazardous, 
than  kmdabk. 

To  give  Life,  therefore,  to  this  Defign,  I 
■  bcarow'd  the  Tartvffe  of  MoUere,  and  turn'd 
him,  into  a  modern  Not^urar  ;  Upon  the  Hy- 
pocrify  of  the  Frtncb  Charader,  I  ingrafted 
a  ilronger  Wickednefs,  that  of  an  EngUJb  Po- 
pish Prieil,  lurking  under  the  Dodrinq  of  our 
own  Church,  to  raife  his  Fortune,  upon  the  - 
Ruin  of  a  worthy  Gentleman,  whom  his  dif- 
iembled  Sandlity  had  &duc'd  into  the  treafon- 
able  Caufe  of  a  Roman  CatboHck  Out-law.  . 
How  this  Dci^,  in  the  Play,  was  executed, 
I  re&r  to  the  Readers  of  it ;  Jt  caimot  be 
mended,  by  any  critical  Remarks,  I  can  make, 
in  its  &your :  Let  it  ^)eak  for  itfetf.  All  the 
Realbii 
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-Reafon  I  had  to  think  it  no  bad  Performance, 
was,-  that  it  was  a£ted  eighteen  Days  running, 
and  that  the  Party^  that  were  hurt  by  it  fas  I 
have  been  told)  have  not  been  the  fmatlell 
Number  of  my  back  Friends  ever  iince.  Bat 
happy  was  it  for  this  Play,  that  the  very  Sub- 
je^  was  its  Protedion  j  a  &w  Smiles  of  fUcnt 
Contempt  were  the  utmoft  Difgrace,  that  on 
the  firfl  Day  of  its  Appearance  it  was  thought 
iafe  to  throw  upon  it ;  as  the  Satire  was  chie^ 
ly  employ'd  on  the  Enemies  of  the  Govern- 
ment>  they  were  not  fo  hardy,  as  to  own  them- 
felvcs  fuch,  by  any  higher  Difapprdbation,  or 
Rcfentment.  But  as  it  was  then  probable  I 
rtiight  write  again,  they  knew  it  would  not  be 
long  before  they  might  with  more  Security 
give  a  Loofe  to  their  Spleen,  and  make  up  Ac- 
counts with  me.  And  to  do  them  Juftice,  in 
every  Play  I  afterwards  produced,  they  paid 
me  the  Balance,  to  a  Tittle.  But  to  none  was 
I  more  beholden,  than  that  celebrated  Author 
Mr.  Mi^y  whofc  Weekly  'Joumely  for  about 
fifteen  Years  following,  fcarce  ever  feil'd  of 
paffing  fome  of  his  Party  Compliments  upon 
me :  The  State,  and  the  Stage,  were  his  fre- 
quent Parallels,  and  the  Minifters,  and  iliiinArfr 
Keiber  the  Manager,  were  as  conftantly  droU'd 
upon  :  Now,  for  my  own  Part,  though  I  could 
never  perfuade  my  Wit  to  have  an  open  Ac- 
count with  him  (for  as  he  had  no  £i^^  of  his 
own,  I  did  not  think  myfelf  oblig'd  to  an- 
fwer  his  Bills  i)  notwithflanding,  I  will  be  fo 
charitable  to  his  real  Mattes^  and  to  the  A£hes 

of 
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of  his  Paper,  as  to  mention  one  particular  Ci- 
vility, he  paid  to  my  Memory,  after  he  thought 
he  had  ingeniouily  kill'd  me.  Soon  after  the 
Nonjuror  had  receiv*d  the  Favour  of  the  Town, 
I  read,  in  one  of  his  Journals,  the  following 
'fliort  Paragraph,  •uiz.  Teflerday  died  Mr.  Col- 
ley  Cibber,  late  Comedian  of  the  Tbeatre-Royaly 
notorious  Jor  writing  tbe  Nonjuror.  The  Com- 
pliment, in  the  latter  Part,  I  confefs,  I  did 
not  diflike,  becaufe  it  came  ftom  fo  impartial 
a  Judge }  and  it  really  fo  happen'd.  that  the 
former  Part  of  it  was  very  near  being  true  j 
for  I  had  that  very  Day  juft  crawl'd  out,  after 
having  been  fome  Weeks  kid  .up  by  a  Fever : 
However,  I  &w  no  ufe,  in  being  thought  to 
be  thoroughly  dead,  before  my  Time,  and 
therefore  had  a  Mind  to  fee,  whether  the 
Town  cared  to  have  me  alive  ^ain :  So  the 
Play  of  the  Orphan  being  to  be  afted  that  Day, 
I  quiedy  ftole  myfelf  into  the  Part  of  the 
Cbaplainy  which  1  had  not  been  feen  in,  for 
many  Years  before.  The  Surprize  of  the  Au- 
dience at  my  unexpefte4  Appearance  on  the 
very  Day,  I  had  been  dead  in  the  News,  and  . 
the  Palenefs  of  my  Looks,  feem'd  to  make  it 
a  Doubt  whether  I  was  not  the  Ghoft,  of 
my  real  Self  departed :  But  when  1  fpoke, 
their  Wonder  eas'd  itielf  by  an  Applaufe; 
which  convinc'd  me,  they  were  then  iatisfied, 
that  my  Friend  Miji  had  told  a  Ftb-  of  me. 
Now,  if  £mply  to  have  ihown  mylelf  in  broad 
'Life,  and  about  my  Buflnefs,  after  he  had  no'- 
torioujly 
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torioujly  reported  me  dead,  can  be  called  a  Re« 
ply,  it  was  the  only  one,  which  his  Papfr, 
while  alive,  ever  drew  from  me.  How  hr  I 
may  be  vain,  then,  in  fuppofing  that  this  Pky 
brought  me  into  the  Dis&vour  of  fo  many 
Wits,  and  valiant  Auditors,  as  aiterwards  ap> 
pear'd  againft  me,  let  thofe  who  may  think  it 
worth  their  Notice  judge.  In  the  mean  time, 
'tin  I  can  6nd  a  better  Excufe  for  their,  fome- 
timcs  particular,  Treatment  of  me,  I  cannot 
eafily  give  up  my  Sufpicion  :  And  if  I  add  a 
more  remarkable  Faft,  that  afterwards  con- 
firm'd  me  in  it,  perhaps,  it  may  incline  others 
to  join  in  my  Opinion. 

On  the  firft  Day  of  the  Provok'd  HuJbanJ, 
ten  Years  after  ihc  Nonjuror  had  appear'd  ;  a 
poweriiil  Party,  not  having  the  Fear  of  pub- 
lick  Ofience,  or  private  Injury  before  their 
Eyes,  appear'd  moft  impetuoufly  concern'd  for 
thfe  Demolition  of  it ;  in  which  they  to  hx 
fucceeded,  that  for  fome  Time  I  gave  it  up  for 
loft  i  and  to  folldw  their  Blovrs,  in  the  pul>- 
lick  Papers  of  the  next  Day,  it  was  attack'd, 
«nd  iriumph'd  over,  as  a  dead,  and  damn'd 
Piece ;  a  fwinging  Criticifm  was  made  upon 
it,  in  genoal  invet^ive  Terms,  for  they  di£- 
daln'd  to  trouble  the  World  with  Particulars ; 
their  Sentence,  it  feems,  was  Proof  enough  of 
its  deferving  the  Fate  it  had  met  with.  But 
tfik  damn'd  Play  was,  notwithibrnding,  a&ed' 
twenty-eight  N^hts  together,  and  left  off,  at 
tt  Receipt  of  upwards  of  a  huodred  and  for^ 
Pounds } 
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Pounds  }  which  fa^pen'd  to  be  mort,  than  in 
fifty  Years  before,  could  be  then  faid,  of  any 
one  Play  whatfoever. 

Now,  if  fuch  notable  Behaviour  could  break 
oat  upon  fo  fuccefciul  a  Play  (which  too,  up- 
on the  Share  Sir  John  Fanhrugb  had  in  it,  I 
wiU  venture  to  ^1  a  good  one)  what  Oull 
we  impute  it  to  ?  Why  may  not  I  plainly  fay^ 
it  was  not  the  Play,  but  Me^  who  had  a  Hand 
in  it,  thnr  did  not  like  ?  And  for  what  Rca- 
fon }  if  they  were  not  afliam'd  of  it,  why  4id 
not  they  publini  it  ?  No  I  the  Reaf(»i  bad  pub- 
liih'd  itfelf,  I  was  the  Author  of  the  Nmjvr^l 
But,  perhaps,  of  aJl  Authors^.  I  ouglK  not  t9 
make  this  fort  of  Complaint,  becau&  I  have 
Reafbn  to  think,  that  that  particular  Odence 
has  made  me  more  honourable  Friends  than 
Enemies ;  the  latter  of  which  I  am  not  un- 
willing Ihould  know  (however  unequal  the  Me- 
rit may  be  to  the  Reward)  that  Part  of  the 
Bread  I  now  eat,  was  given  me,  for  having  writ 
the  Nonjuror, 

And  yet  I  cannot  but  lament  with  many 
quiet  Spedator^,  the  helplefs  Misfortune,  that 
has  fo  many  Years  attended  the  Stage  I  That 
no  I^w  has  had  Force  enough  to  give  it  ab- 
folute  Protedion !  for  'till  we  can  civilize  its 
Auditors,  the  Authors,  that  write  for  it,  will 
feldom  have  a  greater  Call  to  it,  than  NecelSlty ; 

•and  how  unlikely  is  the  Imagination  of  the 
Needy,  to  inform,  or  delight  the  many,  in  A£- 

.luencc  ?  or  how  often  does  Necefllty  make 
many 
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many  unhappy  Gentlemen  turn  Audiors,  in 
fplte  of  Nature?  V; 

What  a  Blefling,  thcrcfw^,  is  it !  what  an 
enjoy'd  Deliverance !  after  a  Wretch  has  been 
driven  hy  Fortune  to  iland  To  many  wanton 
fiafiete  of'  unmanly  Fiercene^  to  fin(i  himA 
felf,  at  laft,  qoiedy  lifted  above  the  Reach  of 
them !  ,  . 

But  let  not  this  R«fle£tionr  £dl  upon  my 
Auditors,  without'  Dtftindion ;  for  though 
Candour,  and  Qenevolcnce,  are  iilent  Virtues, 
diey  are.  as  vifible,  as  the  mofl  vociferous  Ill- 
nature  i  and  I  coofeis,  the  Publick  has  given 
me  more  frequent  Reafoa  to  be  thanjkiiili  than 
to  complain. 


C  H  AP, 
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^be  Authr  fiepi  mt  6f  hh  Way,  Pleads  bis 
Ibe^rical  Cau/if,  in  Cbancery.  Carries  it. 
Plays  a^ed  at  Hampton-Court,  'tbeatri' 
cal  Anecdotes  in  foi-mer  Reigns.  Mtnijiers^ 
and  Managers  aiways  cenfur'd.  Ibe  DiJ^ 
jiculty  of  faff  lying  the  Stage,  with  good  Ac" 
tors^  comder'd. .  Courtiers,  and  Qimedians 
gffoern'a  by  tbejame  PaJJions.  Examples  of 
hotb.    The  Author  quits  the  Stage.    Wby. 

HAVING  brought  the  Government  of 
the  Stage  through  fuch  various  Changes, 
and  Revolutions^  to  this  /c:tled  State,  in  which 
it  continued  to  almoil  the  Time  of  my  leav- 
ing it ;  it  cannot  be  fuppos'd,  that  a  Period 
of  lb  much  Quiet,  and  fo  long  a  Train  of 
Succefs,  (thot^  happy  for  thofe,  who  en- 
joy'd  itj  can  afford  fuch  Matter  of  Surprize, 
or  Amufement,  as  might  arife,  from  'i'imes 
of  more  Diilrefs,  and  Diforder.  A  quiet 
Time,  in  Hiftory,  like  a  Calm,  in  n  Voyage, 
leaves  us,  but  in  mi  indolent  Station  :  To  talk 
of  our  Affairs,  when  they  were  no  longer 
ruffled,  by  Misfortunes,  would  be  a  Piifture 
without  Shade,  a  flat  Performance,  at  beft.  As 
I  might,  therefore,  throw  all  that  tedious 
Time  of  our  Tranquillity  into  one  Chafm,  in 
my  Hiftory,  and  cut  my  Way  fhort,  at  once, 
Ff  to  , 
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to  my  laft  Exit  irom  the  Siage,  I  fhtdl,  A 
leaft,  fill  it  up  Tvi^  iiich  Matter  <»ilyt  as't 
Ikvc  a  mind  ihouM  be  known,  boWfdwibevit 
may  have  PadenOc  *o  r4ad  it :  Yet,  as  t  deffttlt 
not  of  fome  Readers,  Whtf  may  be  moft  imu£f , 
when  they  think  others  hiare  moft  odc^bn  t^ 
fleep}  who  may  be  more  pteai'd  tcf  ^tflid  wk 
languid,  than  lively,  M:  inthc'WrM^;  tbuv^ 
the  right;  why  (bouMIfcrnpte  Fwhcn' it^ 
fo  eafy  a  Matter  too)  to  grati^  vK^r  pvti&)il<^ 
Taftc,  by  venturing  bpon"  any  Errot;  diat  I 
like,  or  the  Wedknefs  cf  my  Jodgment  mjfteads 
me  to  commit?  I  thinfc  too,  ]  haife  a  very 
good  Oiance;  for  my  Succdii;  in  this  pailive 
Ambitron,  by  ibewing  Tayi€&  in  a  Light,  I  have 
not  been  feen  in> 

By  your  LeaTC  then,  Gcntlemenrfet  Ac 
Scene  open;  and  at  oniie  difi:over  ^WUf  Comt^ 
dian,  at  the  Bar  L  There  you  will  'find  -^S^  a 
Defendant,  and  pleading  his  own  tlieatiicil 
Canfe,  inaCourtofC6ffWfTy:  But,  a)'i  chu^, 
to  have  a  Chance  of  plealing  otha:«^  as  well  its 
of  indulging  you,  Gentlemen ;  I  moil  fiift  biig 
leave,  to  op«^  my  Cafe  to  than  •  after  ^^icK, 
my  whole  Speech,  upon  that  Occafion/  &sA\ 
be  at  your  Mercy. 

In  all  the  Trahfa£^ibns  of  Life,  there  can- 
not be  a  more  painfiil  Orcumftance,  than  'a 
Difpute  at  Law,  with  a  Man,  with  whom  We 
have  long  liv'd,  in  an  agreeable  Amity  !  Btot 
when  Sir  Richard  Steele^  to  get  himfelf  cot  df 
Difficulties,  was  oblig'd  to  throw  his  Affaiir% 
into  the  Hands  of  Lawyers,  and  Tnjftees,tlfet 
Con- 
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.Confider^tion,  then,  could  be  of  no  weight: 
^The  Fxieod,  or  the  Gentleman,  had.  110  more 
to  <la  in  the  Matter  I  Thu$»»  while  Sir  Richard 
UP  loh^r  a(3«d>  from  hiDiTeJ^  It  may  bo  no 
Wcwder,  if  a  Flaw  wa$  found  in  our  Condu^ 
isr  thq  Law  to  malce  Work  wkh.  .  It  muft 
.)m  <>bftrved '  then,  that  about  twot,  or  three 
.Ye^^,  beibre/ihis  Suit  wa^  conunenc'd,  upon 
.^ir  Riebar.it^  totally  aht^n^sg  himfelf  &om  all 
C&r^k  and  Management'  of  tM  Stage  (which  by 
our  Articles  of 'Partncrfiitp,  be  was  equally,  and 
.jgiqUy  oblig'd  witli  U8,  to  attend)  ytc  were 
xeduc'd  to  le;  hun  ktioiw,  that  we  could  not 
$f><Xi,  -an  that  R&te$  but  that  if  he  rxpe^^ 
to  tBali;e.the  BufineTs  a  Siae'OHre,  we  had  as 
much  Reafon  to  expert  a  Conlideration  for 
4]ttr  extraordifliry  Care  of  it  j  and  that  during 
lus  Abtence,  we  thercfixe  intended  to  charge 
our^tves  ftt  >  Salary  pf  1  /.  13  j,  4  1/.  every 
a^ng  Day  (unlefs  he  could  ihew  us  Cau(e,  to 
the  cp«trajy)fer  our  Management:  To  which, 
in  his  compos'd  manner,  he  only  anfwer'd ; 
That  to  be  fare,  we  knew  wlut  was  fitter 
IP  be  done,  than  he  did  ;  that  he  had  always 
taken  a  Delist,  in  making  us  eafy,  and  had 
bo  Reafon  to  doubt  of  our  doing  him  Ju&ice. 
Now  whether,  under  this  eafy  Stile  of  Appro- 
batioD,  he  conceal'd  any  Diflike  of  our  Relo- 
lution,  I  cannot  fay.  But,  if  I  may  fpeak  my 
private  Opinion,  I  really  believe,  from  his  na- 
{U[^  Negligence  of  bis  Afiairs,  he  wks  glad, 
ftt  any  Rate',  to  be  excus'd  an  Attendajice, 
which  he  was  now  grown  we^  of.  But 
F  f  2  whether 
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whether  I  am  deoejv'd,.  or  right  in  my  Opi- 
nion, the  Fa&  was  truly  this,  that  he  never 
once,  directly,  nor  indireftly,  comjJam'd,  ot 
objeifted  to  our  being  paid  the  aboye-men- 
tion'd  daily  Sum,  in, near  three  Years  tog^ 
ther ;  and  yet  ftiU  continued  tp  abfent  hinn- 
felf  from  us,  and  our  Affairs.  But  notwith- 
ftandtn^,  he  had  leen;  and  done  all  tK^  wit^ 
his  Eyes  open  j  hJs  Lawyer  thought  bere  was 
ftill  a  fiiir  Field,  for  a  Batdc,  in  Chancery, 
in  which,  chough  his  CUent  might  be  b^ten, 
he  was  fure  his  Bill  maft  be  paid  for  it :  Ac- 
cwdingly,  to  work  widi  ns  he  went.  But 
not  to  be  fo  long,  as  the  Lawy^ns  were  in 
bringing;  this  Caule  to  an  Iflue,  t  fliall,.at 
once,  let  you  know,  that  it  came  to  a .  Hear- 
ing, before  the  late  Sir  Jo/eph  JekyB,  then 
Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  in  the  Year  1726,  Now, 
as  ihc  chief  Point,'  in  difpute,  wras,  of  wb^ 
Kind,  or.  Importance,  the  Bufineisof  a  Ma- 
nager was,  or  in  what  it  princip^ly  conljfted  j 
it  could  not  be  fuppos'd,  that  the  moil  learned 
Council  could  be  fo  well  apprjz'd  of  the 
Nature  of  it,  as  one,  who  had  himfdf  gone 
through  the  Care,  and  Fatigue  oP-it.  I  was 
therefore  encourag'd  hy  our  Council,  to  fpeak 
to  that  particular  Head  myfelf  j  which  I  cpn- 
fefs  I  was  glad  he  fufler'd  me  to  undertake  ; 
hut'  when  I  tell  you,  that  two  of  the  letuned 
Council  againft  us,  came,  afterwards,  to.  be 
fucceflively  Lord  Chancellors,  it  fets  my  Pre- 
fumption  in  a  Light,  that  I  Jlill  tremble  to 
fliew  it  in :  But  however,  not  to  aflume  more 
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Merit,  frotn  its  Succefs,  than  was  really  its 
i)ue,  I  ought  feirly  ty  let  you  know,  that  I 
was  not  fo'  hardy,  as  to  deliver  my  Pleadiog 
without  Notes,  in  my  Hand,  of  the  Heads  I 
intended  to  enlarge  upon ;  for  though  I  thought 
T  could  conquer  my  Fear,  I  could  not  be  ib 
ijire  of  my  Memory :  But  when  it  came  to 
the  critical  Moment,  the  Dread,  and  Appre- 
henfion'  of  what  I  had  undertaken,  fo  difcon- 
'certed  my  Courage,  that  though  I  had  been 
us'd  to  tfalfc  to  above  Fifty  Thoufand  different 
feople  every  Winter,  for  upwards  thirty 
Years  together  j  an  involuntary,  and  unaffcft- 
cd  Proof  of  liiy  Confiifion,  fell  from  my  Ejrcs ; 
and,  as  I  firtind  myfelf  quite  out  of  my  Elcr 
ment,  I  feem'd  rather  gdping  for  Life,  than 
in  a  Condition  to  'copi  with  the  eminent  Ora- 
tors, agaihH  me.  But  however,  I  foon  found, 
i&om  the  fevourablc  Attention  of  my  Hearers, 
that  my.  DiiHdence  had  done  me  no  DiHer- 
,vice :  And  as  the  Truth,  I  was  to  fpeak  to, 
need  ed  no  Ornartieni  of  Words,  I  delivered  it, 
in  the  plain  manner  following,  viz. 

In  this  Caufe,  Sir,  I  humbly  conceive  there, 
are  but  two  Points,   that  admit  of  any  ma- 
terial Difputc.      The  firft  is,    Whether  Sir 
"  Jiicbard  Steele,  is  as  much  obliged  to  do  the 
Duty,  and  Bufinefs  of  a  Manager,   as  either 
Wilis,   Booth,  or  Cibber :  And  the  fecond  is. 
Whether  by  Sir  Rid'ard's  totally  withdrawing 
'  himfclf  from  the  Bufinels  of  a  Manager,  the 
Defendants  are  juftifiable,  in  charging  to  each 
'  of  themfelves'the  1/.  iij.  j^d,  per  Diem,  for 
F  f  3  their 
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their  particular  Pains,  .an<^  Car^  in  carrying  oa 
the  whole  Affii'fs  of  the  Stage,  without  any 
Afliftance  from  Sir  RfcbarJ  Steele. 

As  to  thepirft,  if  I  don't  mifbke  the  Wottis 
of  the  Aflignment,  there  is  a  Claufe  in  it,  that 
faySj  All  Matters  relatirw  to  the.  Gov^rnhient' 
or  Miinagement  p(  .tb?  Theatre,  {hall  be  cori* 
tluded  by  ^  Majority  of  Voices,  Now  I  prtr 
fume.  Sir,  there  is  no, room  left  to.  ^lledge,* 
that  Sir  Rtcharfi  wa?  cyer  rcfiifecl  lys  Voice, 
though,  in  above  ih^ce  Vears^  he  never  defir'fl 
to  give  it ;  And  I  believe  th<;re  will  oc  as 
little  roopi  to  fay,  that  he  could  have  a  Voice, 
if  he  were  pot  a  Managsr,.  But,  Sir,  his  be-^ 
ing  a  Manager  is  fo  Jelf-evident,  that  It  |s 
amazing  how  he  coul4  conceive  (hat  he  was 
to  take  the  Profits, ,  jnd  Advantages  of  a 
Managpr,  without  dqing  the-Duty  of  it  And 
I  will  be  bold  tp  '{ay.  Sir,' that  tis  Align- 
ment of  th?  Patent,.. to  Phlh,  Sooih^  and 
Cibher^  in  no  one  Part  vf  it,  by  the  ievercift 
Conftrudjion  in  thf  World,  can  be  wrefted  to 
throw,  the  heavy  Burthea  of  the  Management 
only  upon  their  Shoulders.  Nor  does  it  appear. 
Sir,  tmt  eithgr  in  his  Bill,  or  in  his  Anfwir 
to  our  Crofs-Bill,  he  has  offer'd,  any  Hint,  6r 
frhmpfp  pf  a  Reafon,  for  his  withdrawing 
fi-qm  the  Management,  at  all  j  or  fo  much  as 
pretend,  irom  the  Time  complained  of,  tlut 
he  ever  took  the  lea^l  I^t  of  his  Share  of  it, 
Now,  Sir,  however  luiaccountable  this  Con- 
(iuil  of  Sir  Richard  may  leem,  we  will  ftill 
^IpW,  tha?  h?  ha4  foflie  Caufe  for  it ;  but 
ivhether 
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whether  or  no,  th^i;  Caufe,  vna  a  reaJbna- 
ble  ope,  your  Honour  will  the  better  judge, 
ir'I  niay  be  indulged  in  the  Libertj'  of  explain- 

5iri^the  Caft,  in  plain  Truth  and  Reality, 
Itands  thus :  ,Sir  Richard^  t&ough  no  Man  alive, 
can  write,  better  o^  Oeconomy  than  himlelf, 
yet,  pf  rhapii  he  is  above  the  Drudgery  of  prac- 
tifing ,  it :  'Sif  RicbdrJ,  then,  was  often  in 
want  pf  IV^opey  j  and  while  we  were,  in  Pricnd- 
fliip  With  him,  wc  often  aflifted  his  Occaii- 
oDS :  £ut  thofe  Cbmptiance^  had  fo  udfortunate 
an  Eflefl,  that  they  only  'heightened  his  Im- 
portunity, ip  borrow  more,, and  the  more  we 
IwUj  th?  left'  he  minded  us,  or  fliew'd  any 
Concern  fpr  our  Welfare.  Upon  this,  Sir,  we 
ftopt  our  Hands,  at  once,  and  peremptorily 
rcfiis-d  (o  advance  another  Shilling,  'till  by  tjic 
Balao^e  of  our  Amounts,  It  became  due  to  hifn. 
And  this  Treatment  (though  we  -hope,  not  in 
the  leaft  unjulUfiabl^  we  have  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve ip  ruffed  his  Temper,  that  he  at  once, 
was  as  fhort  with,  us,  as  we  had  been  with 
hint ;  for,  ii-om  that  Day,  he  never  more  came 
near  us :  tJay,  Sir,  he  not  only  continued  to 
ps^t€k,  what  hcfiould  have  done,  but  actual- 
ly did,  what  he  ought  .not  to  have  done : 
H«  made  an  Allignment  of  his  Share,  with- 
out our  Confent,  in  a  manifeA;  Breach  of  our 
Agreement :  For,  Sir,  we  did  not  lay  that 
Reftriftion  upon  ourfetves,  for  no  Reaibn  :  We 
Itsew,  before-hand,  what  Trouble,  and  Incon- 
venience it  would  be,  to  unravel,  and  expofe 

F  f  4  our    ' 
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our  Accounts  to  Strangers,  'who,  if'Aey  ware 
to  do  us  no 'hurt,  by  cjivulgiiig  bur  Secwjs, 
we  were  fure  cm'ild  ^o  us  no  good,  by  ke^ 
ing  thcfri.     If  Sir  Richard  "had  had  oAr*  cbm- 

'mon  Intereft  atH^artj  he  wonM  hovci' been 
as  warm  in  itj  as  we  t^c^e,.  ahd  as  tendsT'ot" 
hunting  it :  But  fiipjwfing  his  aflignhog  -his 
Share  toothers,  may  have  done  us  no-^cat 
Injury;  it  is,  at  leaftj  a  fhrewd -Proofi' that  he 
did  not  care  whether,  it'did  o8'  any,  or  *o. 
And  if  the  Cljufe  was  not  ftt^tig  enouglL  to 
reftrain  him  fiom  it,  "in  Law,  (here  was  enough 
in  it,  to  have  refltaln'd  hinij  in  Honour,  frfcm 

^  breaking  it.  Bat  take  it,  in  its  heft  hi^ht,  it 
Jhew&  him  a^  rcmifs  a  Manager,  in  our  Ai&irs, 
as  he  naturally  was  iti  his  cfwn.  Suppble,  Sir, 
we  had  all  been  ^s  cafeUfs  as  hnmtel^  which 
I  can't  find  hie  has  any  mbre  Right  tb':be, 
than  we  liave,  muft  not  our  whole  'AS^  have 
fallen  to  Ruin?  And  mSy  wp  ftot,  by  »  pa- 
rity of  Reafon,  fiippofo,  that  f)y  his  Ncglefl:  a 
fourth  Part  of  it  does  fell  to  Rain  i  But,  Sir, 

'there  is  a  particular  Reafori  to  believe,  that, 
fiom  our  want  of  Sir  ^iebftrd,  more,  tlnh  a 
fourth  Part  does  differ  ty  ■  it :  HU  Rink,  and 
Figure,  ii>  the  Worl4)  while  he  gave  us  the 
AiTiftance  of  them,  were  of  extraordinary  Ser- 
vice to  us :  He  had  an  eaiier  Accefs,  and  a 
more  regarded  Audiencg  at  Court,  dian  our  low 
Station  of  Life  could  pretend  to,  wbeo  our 
Jntereft  wanted  {as  it  often  did)  a  particular 
Solicitation  there,  tiut  fince  we  have  been 
deprived  of  hinb  thf  very  End,  the  very  Con- 
pcieratipq 
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fiderttionof  Iu&  Shue  in  our  Prgfic^i  is  npt 
pet&rm'd  on  his  Part.  And  will  Sir  iUcbarJ, 
then,  make  us  no  Compcnfuion,  for  io  vajno- 
bleaLoft^  in ow Intereifts,  and: ib  palfM^leao 
Addidoa  to  our  Labour  ?;    I  am  afraid.  Sir,  if 

-  -vrevftxc  all  to  be  ss  iodolcnt.  in  the  Manag- 
.ing-part,  as  Sir^J^ifiHr^  prefumes  he,  has  a 
-Kight  to  be ;  (NurPateiu  would  foon  run  us, 

as  many  Hundreds,  in  Debt,  as  he  hul  (and 
-itiU  feems  W'Ulii^.tohave)  'his  8l)are  of,  for 
.doiagof  nothing. .  .    . 

8ir,  our  neidt  Point,;  in  qucAion,  is  i^bcther 

Wilh,  Bwthy   and  Cib^r,  are  jiAftifiable,  ia 

charging  the   1  /.  j  3  s.  4  *^i  /Wr  (tf^m,  for  their 

,extrBordinji£7 Management,. -in  theAbfenceof 

-  Sir  Ruhard Steele,-  -  X  doubt,  <3iF,  it  will  .be 
'hand  to  ocme  to  the  Solution  c^  this  Point, 

-  unlcfS'Wefti^.be  a  little  indulg'd^  in  ietong 
fi^th,  what  is  thedaiiy,  and,nQ«e0ary-6ufia^&, 

-  and  Duty  of  a  Manager,  But,  Sir,  '^e  will 
eodea^ottr  to  be  as  ihart;  as  Uv  Cif^umiknces 

'  will  admit  o£ 

'  Sir,  by  our  Books,  it  is  apparent,  that  the 

'Managecshave  under  thelr.Care,   no  le&  than 

■  One  Hundred  and  For^Pdrfpnq,  in  conftant 

'  daily  Pay :  And  among  fuch  Numbers,  it  frill 

be- no  wQnder,  if  a  great  mmj   of  them  are 

uoikiHul,   idle,   and  fometimes  untratSal^lc } 

.  all  which  Ten^iers  are  to  be.  led,  or  driven, 

watch'd,  and  reftFun.'d  by  the  continual  Skill, 

-  Care,  and  Patience  of  the  Manners,     Every 

-  Manager  is  oblig'd,  in  his  turn,  to  attend  two, 
.  or  three  Hours  every  Morning,  at  tji?  Re- 
heard 
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bearial  of  Pky^,  -  aad  other  ■■  Bot^rlaianKUtf^ 
for  the  Stage,  or  clje, every  Rch^iial  wo^ld 
i)e  but  a  rude  Meeuogi  of  Mkth.  at^L'  j9Uity' 
The  &me  Attiendance,  is  a«  Acc«i2ai7  ^ttvcxjr. 
Plftyt  during  the-  Time  of  its  pMblich  ^ftioa^ 
in  which  one,  at  xpiaw  oi  us,  :haw  coo-r. 
ifemly  been  punduaU  whether  wje  have  J|t44 
arty  Pirt,  vi  the  PI^,  chea  at^,  qc  notj^ 
A  Manager  ought  ;to  he  At  <thc  Rsadiag.  oit, 
every  new  -Play^  vrheo  it  ia  j^rlb  o^'d  to  the 
Stage,  though  thus  are  icidpirp  one  :of  thflfe 
-Pkys  in  twenty,-  .^ich  upon  hcarii^  provcf^  . 
■Co  bfa  fit  foritj^nd  upon  Tuch  Ocnitioiu .  tbo 
Atetidance  m^.  bealiow'dtQ  beas.paMul^ 
tedious,  as  the"SeEting  rid  [>f  the  .Author  lO^ 
fiich  Plays,  nvbA  he  ^agreeable,  And  4iffic|ilt 
Belidea  this,  Sir,  a  Manager  is  ito  <v(ler  all 
.  new  Cloaths.  to  affiftJn.the-P^aiicy,  .andFro- 
priety  of  theOi,  to  lii^t  ^t  Eiipqnp^.andlo 

.  witMand  the  unreaiboahlc.  impor^iuiitics  f^ 
&me,-  who  «f«-apc.to  think  thdn^^RCS  ii^ur'd, 
if  they  are  not  Boer  than  their  FeUkn^s.  A 
Manager,  is  td  dirodt  and  ovcrfce  the-Faipter^ 
Machtnifts,  Muficians,  Sii^crsy  and  Dancers } 

;  to  hare  an  Bye  upon  the  DoOT-kecpen^,  Un*- 
^6r>^ervant^  and  Officers,  that  without  iiick 
Carci  are  too  ofko  apt  to  de&aud  us,  or  neglc^ 
their  Duty. 

'  And  all  this.  Sir.  and  mcve,  much  iQQre^ 
which  we  hope  will  be  ccedtels  to, trouble  you 
with,  have  we  done  every  Day,  wkhout  the 
leaA:  Afli^nce  from  Sir  RtcbarJ^  even  at  tim^ 

. .  when  the  Concent,  'and  Labour  of  our  Parts, 
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upfm'  the  5lage,  have  taoAt  it  vei^  difficult,  ^xei   ■ 
ifklome  to  ^  thftH*^  with'k. 

In  this 'Placed,  Sir,  k  nteiy'  be  worth  obfitrvu 
irig,'1bAt 'Sb'Rlifl^d,  in -his-AnfWcp  ta  aai 
^CV&fl-KU,  Teems  to  valiw  hihiftlf,  upon  Giii 
^cy-'s'cdrifcfling;  in  the  De^lca^n  of  aPlay, 
which  lif  made  to  Sir  i6Vi6^rv/;  that  he  (Sir 
HidiardJ.had  dtfne  the  Stage  very  confiderable 
Strvicei  ■by'  leading  the  Town  to  out  PJays, 
a«d  fiilirtg  our '  Hooi'es,  by  thcForde  and  Id- 
fltience  of  his  latlers^  But  Sif  'Richard  forgets, 
that  thofe  -Tatfers  Were  WritWn  in  the  late 
-^een's  Reigh,  long  before  he  *ite  admitted 
lb  a  Share  in-  the  Play-houfe  :  And  in  TnidJ, 
Or,  it  wai  oiiTTcal  Senfe  Of  fhofe' Obligations, 
and  Sir  Ritfherd's  al1l>ring  •  u&'  they  fhould  be 
continued;  that  fitil  and  chidly  inclin'dus  tb 
mvite  him  to  fhare  the  IVofits  ^  our  Labotrrs, 
upon  fuch  iBtrther  Conditiona, '  as  ^  hid  Ai%tm 
inent  of  the  Patent  tous/^ro  l^ecified.  ■  And, 
Sir,  as  GiMer's  publick  Acknowledgtnuit  of 
tiwifc  Favours  is  at  the  fame  time  in  equal 
FroofofSirRid&ard's  Power  to  continue  them  ; 
To,  Sir,  we  hope,  it  carries  dh  bqual  I^bafti- 
ti^,  thatwitbout  his  Promife  to  life  that  PoiA'er, 
fte  would  never  have  been  thought  on,  much 
lefs  have  been  invited  by  us,  into  a-  Jouit- 
Management  of  the  Stage,  and  into  a  Share  tif 
the  Profits :  And  indeed  what  Pretence  could 
^have  fijrm'd,  for  afking  a  Patent  from  the 
Crown,  had  he*  been  poffcfs'd  of  bo  eminrat 
_  Qualities,  but  in  common  with  other  Men  ? 
'fiut.  Sir,  all  thefe  Advantages,  all  diefeHc^, 

nay,  " 


Q^  Cotaint^of  gce$jbir  P|X}$^,  fi;om  tholte 
great  Qualities,  tjave  wrc-  been  utierly  depriv'd 
of  ,by  the  wilfiil,:  aqd  apexpcacd,  Is'egleft  pf 
Sk.Rifiwd,  But  w^.find.  Sir,  it  is^;?.  comtnoa 
thing,  in  the  Pra&ioQ  qf  Mapkindi'  to  ^ftiiy 
one  Error,  by,  comijiaittit^  another.:  For  ^u: 
Jiicharidl^B  not  only  refufoi  us  th|^  extraordi- 
nary Afliftance,  which  he  is  &ble,  .^nd  boun& 
to  give  us  ;  but  on.the  CQn^ary,  t^  o^r  great 
£xpenc«,  aad  Lofs  of  Time,  pow  cajjs  u?  j^o 
^^.cc^ount,  in  this  honouraUe  Cojirt,  for  the 
Wrong,  we  have  done  him,  in  jBOt  .doing  nis 
Bulviefs  of  a  Manager,.. for,nothing^  But,  5u*, 
,Sir  Mici>ar:di^s  not  met  with  fuc^  Treatmept 
.from  us:  He.  h^  not  writ  Playp  for,  us,  ipr 
Nothing  i  we  paid  him  very  well,,  j^d  in  an  cy- 
.traordJAary  ipanner, .  Sx-  his  I^te.Coinedy  pf 
,tfaft  Omfcious  i^pv^s  :  And  thougti,  in  wrkiiig 
-thfttPlay,  be  had  more  AiliAaoce  fi'Qm  one 
of  the  A^nagers,  t^q  becomes,  me  t^  enlarge 
„  upon,  of  which  Evidence  hasbpengiven,upon 
Q»th,  by  feveral  of  our  Adprs;  yet,  Sir, , he 
-w^  allow'd  the  full,  and  particular  Promts  of 
-that  Play,  as,  an  Aiittior:.  whii;h  ^ounted  to 
.  Three  Htmdred  Pounds,  befid^  about  Tbj;ee 
Hundfed  more,  >yhich  he  received  as  a  Joipt- 
ilurcr  ■  of  the  general  Profits,  that  arofe  fi:om 
it.  I^ow,  Sir^  though  the  Managers  are  ^ot 
all  of  them  able  to  write  Plays,r  yet  they  have 
all  of  them  been  able  to  do  {I  won't  f^„  as 
good,  bu«  at  leafl)  as  profitable  a  thing.  They 
have  invented,  and  adom'd  a  Spei^cle,  tjiat 
,  forT]oi;ty  Days  together  has  brought  moie  Mo- 
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pey.'to  the  Houfe,  than  the  beft  Play  that 
ever  was  writ.  TheSpeifecIe,  I  mean,  Str,  is 
that  of  the  Coronation-Ceremony  of  Anna 
'Sullen  :■  Arid  though  we  allow  a  good  Play  to 
tc  the  more  lautuble  Pdrforhiance,  yet.  Sir, 
in  the  profitable  Part  of  it,  there  is  no  Com- 
parifon.  '  If  therefore,  our  Speftaclc .  brought 
in' as  miicfc,  or  more'Moriey',  than  Sir  Richard's 
'Comedy,  what  is  there,  on  his  Side,  butU&ge, 
'  that  intitles  him,  to  be  '  paid  for  one,  more, 
than  we  are,-  fot  t'other?  But  then,  Sir,  if  he 
is  fo  profitably  9iftinguifh*d  for  his  Play,  if  we 
j  yield  him  up  the  Preferthce,'  and  pay  him,"  for 
his  extraordinary  Compofition,  and  take  ni>- 
thing  for  our  oWn,  though  it  turn'}!  out  more 
,  to  our  conimoD  Profit  j  mre,  Sir,  while  we  do 
fuch  extraordinary  Duty,  as  Managers,  and 
'  while  he  'neglefts  his  Share  of  that  Dajy,  ht 
cannot  grudge  us  the  moderate  DemamJ'wa 
make  for  oiir  feparate  Labour  ? 

To  conclude.  Sir,  if  by  t>ur  conftant  Atten- 
dance, bur  Care,  our  Anxiety  (not  to  meniibn 
the  difagreeable  Contefts,  we  foinetimcs  meet 
with,  both  within,  and  without  Doors,  in' the 
Management  of  our  Theatre)  we  fiave  hot  only 
faved  the  whole  from  Ruin,  which  if  we  had 
.  all  follow'd  Sir  Richard's  Example,  could  riot 
have  been  avoided ;  I  fay.  Sir,  if  we  have  ftiU 
made  it  fo  valuable  an  Income  to  him,  widiout 
his  giving  us  the  leaft  Affiftance  for  fevcral 
Years  paft  ;  We  hope.  Sir,  that  the  poor  La- 
bourers, that  have  done  all  this  for  Sir  Richard, 
will  not  be  thought  unworthy  of  their  Hire. 
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How  ht  our  Afl&irs. .  befog  l*ft  ioj  this  :pactr 
culv  Light,  might  vfiift  oat  Caqfe,:  viiiyA^,ff 
410  great  Importance  togiiel^t  buf.thf;  Jflve,^ 
it  was  this:  Thfttftr.^rcirWinoi  lia»ing)9iVie 
any  Otyciaiofl,  toirwfeat  we  hftti^flhar^i-^ 
Management,  for  cbree  Years  tdg«tb^  t.rand.np 
our  ^ocecdinas  had  been  ^U:  tt^f»£bs^]t>ip 
c^Xi  Day,  wiuwit  any.  jclandsilina  .Ijifppfjf^ 
of  Fraud  ;  we  wqre  allow'd  thp  SHnjs,.  indj^- 
pute,  above-aieattfln'd  };  and  Sif^Rfcb^  pQt 
beiiig  advifed,  jt«  .apftoal  t»  th^,lf9td.ChancfA- 
lor,  both  Partiea  paid  chetr  9Vfn  Coib,  an^ 
thought  it  their  fliutual  Intend,  to  lot,  this  be 
the  Uft  of  their  Law-fiiie.     .1 .     ■  r 

And  now»  gentle  Reader,  J.  afk  Parfdon*  ^ 
£q  long  an  ImpaQtioa  on  yous.  JPafience  :  Fcr 
tho*  I  may  have ,  no  ill  Opinion^^f  this  M»^!W 
my&lfj  yet  to  you,  I  can  vcEy  .^ly,  cot^f^yc 
it  may  have  been  tedious.  You<  are  tha^^at^, 
at  your  own  Liberty  of  charging  the  whole  ItQ- 
fxatinaice  of  it,  either  to  the  W^kocjls  ^ 
my  Judgment  or  the  Strength  pf  my  Vftn^y,; 
and  1  will  fo  far  join  in  your  CwikiCj  ^ax  jl 
ftrther  con&is,  1  have  been  ib  impi»ti^f)t.«o 
give  it  y(Ai,  that  you  have  had  it  oyt  9f)Jts 
Turn:  For,  fome  Years,  .before  jthis  Suit^nas 
commcDced,  there  were  other  Fa£ts,  that  ought 
to  have  had  a  Precedence  in  my  HiAory ;.  Bpt 
thtt,  I  dare  fay,  is  an  Overiight  yqu  will  eafi- 
ly  excule,  provided  you  aitetwacds  find  tb^pi 
worth  reading.  However,  as  to  that  Poiot,  I 
omft  take  my  Chance,  and  (ball  tborefw^  pn3- 
cecd  to  Ipea^  of  the  Theatre,  whic^  was  ^- 
dcr'd 
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dd^d  bjF' his  late  MajeJlf  to  be  «e6led  in  the 
tircat  oidl}Mla.t  HemftpH-Cmrt  i  where  Pl«^ 
irere  intended  to  have  heen  a^ed  twice  « 
W«iik»  dutbg  the  Summo^-Seafbn.  But  be- 
fc*c  the  Theatro  coald  be  iinifli'd,  above  half 
"Ac  Mortth  of  September  being  elapfed^  there 
Were  but  fcven  Plays  aded  before  the  Court  re*. 
'ttii4ied'tb  hfmdm.  This  throwing  open  a  Tfae^ 
litfe,  in  a  ^Royal  Palace,  feem'd  to  be  reviving 
^he  CHd  Englijh  hol^Jitablc  Gratideur,  whene 
the  lowell  Rahk  c^netghbourif^  Sufi^eiftsmi^t 
make  thehifel*es  merry  at  Court,  whbout  be- 
ing laugh'd  at  themfelves.  in  fermter  Reignt, 
Theatrical  Entertainments  at  the  KoysX  Palaces, 
had  been  perfbrAi'd  at  vaft  Bxpence,  i(s  a{:^)eftrs 
by  the  Deifcription  of  thei  Decorations^  in  fo- 
•reral  of  'Bmx  yoim/on's  Ma^ues,  in  ■  King 
yamei,  and  Cifttff ^  the  ^ Fife's  Time;  many 
curious  and  ofi^nal  Draughts  of  which,  hy  , 
Inigo  yitfi^Sj  I  have  feen  in  the  Mttfaam  ' 
of  our  greateft  MaAer>  and  Patron  <^  Arts, 
and  Afchlte^hire,  whom  it  would  be  a  nae(Uds , 
'Liberty  td  name.  But  when  otu-  Civil  Wars 
ended  iti  die  Decadence  of  Monarchy,  it  was 
tiien  an  Hbnour  to  the  Stage,  to  have  fallen 
vrith  it :  Yet,  aiter  the,R«ftofation  oiCbarUs  U. 
tomt  fakit  Attehlptfe  were  made  to  tevive  tfaafe 
Theatrical  Spefl^cles  at  Court ;  but  I  have  met 
vnAi  no  Account  of  above  one  Maique  aded 
'there,  by  the  Nobility ;  which  wafr  that  of 
Ct^fiOy  written  by  Crmojiy  the  Author  of  -Sir 
Courtly  Nice.  For  what  Reafon  Crown  was 
chofen  to  that  Honour,  rather  ihan  Drydtn, 

who 
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who  was  then  Poet-Laureat,  and  out  of  aU 
ComparifoR  his  Superior,  in  Poetry,  may  feem 
furprizing :  But  if  we  confider  the  Offence 
which  the  then  Duke  of  Buckingkam  took  at  the 
Character  of  Zimri,  in  DryiUn'&  Ahfakniy  &c. 
(which  might  probably  be  a  Return,  to  his 
Grace's  Drawcanjir,  in  the  RebearJ'al)  we  may 
fuppo(e  the  Prejudice  and  RecommendfOicHi  of 
fo  iUuilrious  a  Pretender  to  Poetry,  might  pre^ 
vail,  at  Court,  to  give  Crvwn  this  Preference. 
In  the  fame  Reign,  the  King  had  his  Come> 
dians  at /Tjfff^^,  but  upon  a  particular  Efta- 
blifhment  {  ix  tbo'  they  fl£fced  in  St.  George's 
Halt,  within  the  Royal  Palace,  yet  (as  I  have 
been  iDf<»in'd  by  an  Eye-witnefs)  they  were 
permitted  to  take  Money  at  the  Door,  o(  every 
Spe^tor }  whether  this  was  an  Indulgence,  in 
Confcience,  I  cannot  &y  ;  but  it  was  a  cooi' 
men  Report  among  the  principal  Aflors,  when 
I  iirft  came  to  the  Tbeaire- Royal,  in  1690, 
that  there  was,  then,  due  to  the  Company^ 
from  that  Court,  about  One  Thou&nd  Five 
Hundred  Pounds,  for  Hays  commanded,  &c. 
and  yet  it  was  the  general  Complaint,  in  that 
Prince's  Reign,  that  he  pud  too  much  Ready- 
money,  for  his  Pleafures  :  But  thefe  Ailertions 
I  only  give,  as  I  received  them,  without  being 
anfwcrable,  for  their  Reality.  This  Theatri- 
cal Anecdote,  however,  puts  me  in  mind  of 
one  of  a  mor6  private  nature,  which  I  had  from 
old  folemn  Botnati,  the  late  Adtor  of  venerable 
Memory.  Beman^  then  a  Youth,  and  iam'd 
fiw  his  Voice,  was  appointed  to  fing  fomc  Partj 
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in  a  CoKort  of  Mtifick  tt  tbaptiivite  Lodging! 
•fMn.  Gw>f  ai  wbkh  wore  oply  pr^nt, 
ibt  Xoogi;  the  Duke  of  l^ri,  anfl  one,  cv-twq 
uore,  .who  were  uiii^lly  admdtted  iPpon  tboft 
ddach'd  Patucs.of  Pleafive.  Whsn  the  Perr 
farm»i<;cimt&tnded,  the  Kia^  expre&'d  bin- 
fisLf  highly  ,plea&tl,  ai«i  gave  it  extrtiordinary 
Comaidp«UtieiB&:  T^  Sk,  laid ;  the  Lsd^, 
toQisw  ^«u 4iHt't  fpeak'Uke.a  Courtier, I bopf 
)BOtt  wiU  make  the  PecfQcmecsa  haodTomc  Pre- 
Cent  :.The  Kiog  fiud,  it*  Woo  Money  about 
hioQi  and  alEk'4  ibc  Duke  if  he  had  any  ?  To 
which,  the  Duke  reply'id,  .1  believe,  Sir,  cot 
abovt  a.  Guinea,  of.  cwo.  ,  Upon  ivhich  the 
tmghing  Lady,  turotog  tp  the  Pitople  abiout 
her,  arid  making  bold  wkh  the  King's  comiiQoa 
Expje©on.  cry:dk  0/f .  Fi^J  winft;  Cetnpaiiy 
m»Igof  i/t/6.  , 

I  Whether  the  reverend  Hiflwkn  of  hfS:  Cm 
7J'»^  amoqg  the  mAny  other  Jle^ons  of  the 
fame  Kind^  he  might  have  for  ftUii^  this  .Fak 
Qf4s  die  indlfcftei^t  aiui  iffi/defi  Cmuure^  fbat 
evfr_m$sm4C»irt,  might  know  this  to  be pnc 
of  tbem^p  I  can't  fay :  But  if  ve  con0d<»  hfx  in 
all  the  pi&dvaDtageSi  of  her  Rank,  and  £da- 
iatiorit  flie.does  not  appear  to  have  had  any 
criDCiinal  Errors  nuve  remarkable,  than  her  Sex's 
Frailty  to.  anfwer  far  ^  Ajadj  if  the  fapie  Au- 
thor, in  his  latter  End  of  that  Prince's '  LjUe, 
-ieems  to  .reproach  his  Memory,  with  too  kind 
a,  Concern  for  her  Support,  we  may  allow^, 
tiat  A  becomes  a  Bifiiop  to  have  had  no  Eyes, 
:or  Tafte  ibr  the  frivolous  Charms  or  playfiil 
G  g  Ba^inag 
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Badinage  of  a  King's  Miftrcfs :  Yet,  if  the 
common  Fame  of  her  may  be  believ'd,  whid> 
in  my  Memory  was  not  doubted,-  (he  had  le& 
to  be  laid  to  her  Charge,  than  any  other  of 
diole  Ladies,  who  were  in  the  feme  Sbte  of 
Preferment :  She  never  meddled  in  Matters  of 
feribua  Moment,  or  was  the  Tool  of  working 
Politicians :  Never  tx'oke  into  thofe  amorous 
Infidelkies,  which  others,  in  that  grave  Au- 
thor, are  accus'd  of;  but  was  as  vjfibly  diftin- 
guiih'd,  by  her  particular  Perfonal  Inclination 
to  the  King,  as  her  Rivals  were,  by  their  Ti- 
tles, and  Grandeiff.  Give  me  leave  to  cany 
(pefhaps,  the  PartialiQr  of)  my  Obfervation  a 
little  ^her.  The  &me  Author,  in  the  fame 
Page,  26^,  tells  us.  That,  "  Another  of  Uie 
•'  King's  Miftrefles,  the  Daughter  of  a  Qer- 
*'  gyman,  I^rs.  Roberts,  in  whom  her  firft 
**  Education  had  Ho  de^  a  Root,  that  though 
"  ihe  fell  into  many  fcandalous  Diforders» 
**  with  very  difmal  Advcnmres  in  them  all, 
^*  yet  a  Principle  of  Religion  was  to  deep  laid 
•*  in  her,  that  tho'  it  did  not  reflinun  h«,  yet 
**  it  kept  alive  in  her,  fiich  a  conftant  Hcmtot 
**  of  Sin,  th^  (he  was  never  eafy,  in  an  ill 
•*  courfe,  and  died  with  a  great  Senfe  of  her 
"  former  ill  Liife." 

To  all  this  let  us  give  an  implicit  Credit : 
Here  is  the  Account  of  a  frail  Sinner  made  up, 
with  a  reverend  Witorfs  !  Yet  I  cannot  but 
lament,  that  this  Mitred  Hiilorian,  who  feems 
to  know  more  Perfonal  Secrets,  than  any  that 
ever  writ  bdbrc  him,  fhould  not  have  been  as 
C   •  in- 
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Inqaifitivc  afi«-  the  laft  Hours  of  our  other 
Fair  Offender,  whofe  Repentance,  I  have  been 
uhqueftionably  inform'd,  appear'd  in  all  the 
contrite  Symptoms  of  a  Chriftian  Sincerity.  If 
therefore  you  find  I  am  fo  much  concern'd  to 
make  this  favourable  mention  of  the  one,  be- 
caufe  (he  was  a  Sifter  of  the  theatre,  why 
may  not—  But  I  dare  not  be  fo  prefumptuous, 
fo  uncharitably  bold,  as  to  fuppofa  the  other 
was  fpokcn  better  of,  merely  becaufe  flic  was 
the  Daughter  of  a  Clergyman.  Well,  and 
what  then  ?  What's  all  this  idle  Prate,  you 
may  iay,  to  the  matter  in  hand  f  Why,  I  fay, 
your  Qii?ftion  is  a  little  too  critical;  and  if 
you  won't  give  an  Author  leave,  now  and 
then,  to  embellifli  his  Work,  by  a  natural  Re^ 
flexion,  you  are  an  ungende  Reader.  But  1 
have  dorw  with  iny  Digrcffion,  and  return'  t6 
our  Theatre  at  Ha?npto?i~Courtj  where  I  am 
not  fiire  the  Reader,  be  he  ever  fo  wife,  will 
meet  with  any  thing  more  worth  his  notice  : 
However,  if  he  happens  to  read,  as  I  write, 
Sot  vTzrst  of  fomething  better  to  do,  he  will 
go  on  }  and  perhaps,  wonder,  when  I  tell  him^ 
that 

A  Play  prcfented  at  Courts  or  afted  on  a 
publtck  Stage,  fcem  to  their  different  Audi- 
tors, a  different  Entertainment.  Now  hear 
my  Reafon  hr  it.  In  the  common  Theatre, 
-  the  Guefts  ai'e  at  home,  where  the  politer 
Fonns  of  Good-breeding  are  not  fo  nicely  re- 
garded :  Every  one  there»  &lls  to,  and  likes  or 
finds  fault,  according  to  his  natural  Tafte,  or 
G  g  2  Ap- 
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Appetite.  At  Court,  where  the  Prince  gives 
the  Treat,  and  honours  the  Table  with  fan 
own  Preicnce,  the  Audience  is  ander  the  R»- 
flraint  of  a  Circle,  where  laughter,  or  Ap- 
pkulc,  rais'd  higher  than  a  Whifper,  would 
DC  ftar'd  at.  At  a  publick  Play  tbcy  are  both 
let  looie,  even  'till  the  Ador  is,  fomethnes, 
pleas'd  with  his  not  being  able  to  be  beard, 
ibr  the  Clamour  of  them.  But  this  Coldnefs 
or  Decency  of  Attention,  at  Court,  I  obferv'd, 
had  but  a  melancholy  Effeft,  upon  the  impa- 
tient Vanity  of  fome  of  our  Adors,  who 
feem'd  inconfolable,  when  their  fla&y  Endea- 
vours-to  pleafe  had  pafs'd  unheeded  :  Their  not 
conlidering  where  they  were,  quitt  difconcert- 
ed  them }  nor  could  they  recover  their  S^its> 
'  'till  froni  the  loweft  Rank  of  the  Audience, 
ibme  gapii^  Jobfi^  or  Joan^  in  the  fiillnefs  of 
theic  Hearts,  rcar'd  out  their  Approbation  : 
And  Indeed,  ibch  a  natural  Inftance  of  honeft 
Simplici^j  a  Frinbc  himfelf,  whoie  Indul- 
gence knows  where  xd  make  Alk>wances> 
might  reafonably  fmile  at,  and  perhaps  not 
think,  it  the  wc^ft  part  of  his  Entertainment. 
Yet  it  muii  be  own'd,  that  an  Audience  may  , 
be  as  well  too  miich  referv'd,  as  too  proitile 
of  their  Applauie  :  For  though,  it  is  pc^ihle 
A  Betterton  would  not  have  been  difcourag'd, 
from  throwing  out  an  Excellence,  or  elated 
into  an  Error,  by  his  Auditors  being  too  iitJc, 
or  too  much  pleas'dj  yet  aE  Aftors  of  his  Judg- 
ment arc  Rarities,  thofe  of  lefs  Jud^ent  majf 
link  into  a  FlatacTs,  In  their  Perfornunce,  ioc 
want 
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want  of  that  .Applaufe,  which  from  th«  ge- 
inerality  of  Judges,  they  mighr^  perhaps,  have 
fome  Pretence  to :  And  the  Auditor,  when 
not  feeming  to  feci  what  ought  to  affsA  hkn, 
may  rob  him&lf  of  fomething  more,  that  he 
night  have  had,  ^  givi^  the  A£tor  hts  Due, 
who  meafures  out  his  Power  to  pleale,  accor- 
ding to  the  Value  he  fets  upon  his  Hearer's 
Tafte,  or  Capacity.  But  however,  as  we  were 
not,  here,  itinerant  Adventurers,  and  had  pro- 
perly but  one  Royal  Auditor  .to  pleafe ;  afier 
that  H<Hiour  was  attain'd  to,  the  rell  of  our 
Ambition  had  little  to  look  after :  And  tliat 
the  King  was  often  pleas'd,  we  were  not  only 
alTur'd,  by  thofe  who 'had  the  Honour  to  be 
near  him ;  but  could  lee  it,  from  the  frequent 
Satis&i^n  a  bis  Looks  at  particular  Scenes, 
and  PaJlages  -.  One  Inftaace  of  which  I  am 
tempttd  to  selate,  bccaoie  it  was  at  a  Speech, 
that  might  more  natundly  aSe£t  a  Sovereign 
Prince,  than  any  private  Spedator.  In  ^baif' 
Jpear'&  Harry  the  Eigbtk,  that  King  commands 
the  Cardinal  to  write  circular  L^ers  of  In- 
demnity, into  every  County,  where  the  Pay- 
ment oif  certain  heavy  Taxes  had  been  dif- 
puted  :  Upon  which  the  Cardinal  whifpers 
the  fbllowii^  Diredionsto  his  Secretary  Oom- 
wel/: 

— ^  Wwd  'with  yen  : 

Let  there  be  Letteri  writ  to  every  Shire^ 
Of  the  Kitig's  Grace,  atuTPardm  :  Tbeffiev'4 
Cemmons 

G  g  3  Harjfl; 
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Hardly  conceive  of  me.     Let  it  he  nois'df 
■  ^at  through  our  Interceflion  this  Revckettunt^ 
^d  Pardon,  comes. — JJhaU  anon  advife  you 
Farther f  in  the  Proceeding ■■  ■ 

The  Solicitude  of  this  Spiritual  Mini£ter,.ia 
filching  from  his  MafVer  the  Grace,  and  Merit 
of  a  good  Adlion,  and  drefling  up  himfelf  ia 
it,  while  hinjfelf  had  been  Author  of  the  Evil 
complain'd  of,  was  fo  eafy  a  Stroke  of  his 
Temporal  Confcience,  that  it  feem'd  to  raife 
the  King  into  romething  more  than  a  Smite, 
whenever  that  Play  came  before  him :  And  I 
had  a  more  diftindt  Occafion,  to  obferve  this 
Effeft  i  becaufe  my  proper  ftand  on  the  Stage, 
when  I  fpokc  the  Lines,  required  me  to  b? 
near  the  Box,  where  the  King  ufually  fate.  In 
9  Word,  this  Play  is  fo  true  a  Dramatick.  Chro- 
nicle of  an  old  EngUfi  Court,  and  where  th? 
Character  of  Harry  the  Eighth  is  fo  exafl:!y 
drawn,  even  to  a  humourous  Likeuefs,  that  it 
fnay  be  no  wonder  why  his  MajcAy's  particular 
TaAe  for  it,  fhould  luve  commanded  it  three 
ieveral  times  in  one  Winter. 

This  too  calls  to  my  Memory  an  extrava* 
gant  Plealantry  of  Sir  Richard  Steele,  who  be- 
ing alk'd  by  a  grave  Nobleman,  after  the  fame 
Play  had  been  prefciited  at  Hampton-Court,  how 
the  King  lik'd  it ;  reply'd.  So  terribly  well,  my 
Lord  J  that  I  was  afraid  1  JhouJd  htn)e  lofi  all 
my  ASiors  !  For  I -was  not  Jure,  the  King  would 
fat  keep  them,  tofiil  the  Pofls  at  Courts  that  he 
faw  them  fojt  for  in  the  Play, 

It 
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It  may  be  imagui'd^  that  giving  Plays  to  the 
People  at  fuch  a  diiboce  fivm  London,  could 
not  but  be  attended  with  an  extraordinary 
Expence ;  and  it  was  fome  Difficulty,  when 
they  were  iirll  talk'd  of,  to  bring  them  under 
A  moderate  Sum  j  I  ihall  tho'efore,  in  as  few  . 
Words  as  poffible,  give  a  Particular  of  Vfhat 
EftabliQiment  they  were  then  brought  to, 
that  in  cak  the  fame  Entertainments  Ihould 
at  any  Time  hereafter  be  call'd  to  the  fame 
Place,  future  Courts  may  judge,  how  far  the 
Precedent  may  ^and  good>  or  need  an  Altera- 
tion. 

Though  the  ftated  Fee,  for  a  Play,  aiftcd  at 
iVbitebaU^  had  been  formerly,  but  Twen^ 
Pounds  i  yet,  as  that  hinder'd  not  the  Com- 
pany's afting  on  the  fame  Day,  at  the  Publicic 
Theatre,  tl^t  Sum  was  almofl;  all  clear  Pro- 
fits to  them :  But  this  Circumftance  not  being 
pradicable,  when  they  were  commanded  to 
Hampton  -  Court,  a  ine  w,  and  extraordhiary 
Charge  was  unavoidable :  The  Managers,  th^e- 
fore,  not  to  •  inflame  it,  deAr'd  no  Coniidera- 
.tion,  for  their  own  Labour,  &rther  than  the 
Honour  of  being  employ'd,  in  his  Majefty's 
Commands ;  and,  if  the  oth^  Adtors  might 
be  allow'd,  each  their  Day's  Pay,  and  travel- 
'  Ung  Charges,  they  ihould  hold  themfelves  rea- 
dy, to  adt  any  Play,  there,  at  a  Day's  Warn- 
ing :  And  that ,  the  Trouble  m^ht  be  Ic^,  by 
being  divided,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  was 
pleas'd  to  let  us  know*  that  tlie  Houlhold- 
Muiick,  the- Wax  Lights,  and  a  Ckaife-Marintt 
G  g  4  to 
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to  carry  our  moving  Wardrobe  to  every  diJBfe- 
rent  Play,  flioutd  be  under  the  Charge  of 
the  proper  Officers.  Notwithftandiog  tbcie 
Afliftances,  the  Evpence  of  every  Play  aniwm- 
ted  to  fifty  Pounds:  Which  Account,  when 
all  was  over,  was  not  only  allowed  us,  but 
his  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleas'd  to  give  the 
Managers  two  hundred  Pounds  more,  for 
their  particular  Performance,  and  TrouUe,  in 
only  feven  times  a^ihg.  Which  laft  Sum, 
though  it  might  not  be  too  much,  for  a  Sove- 
reign Prince  to  give.  It  was  certainly  m(X« 
than  our  utmoft  Merit  ought  to  have  hop'd 
for :  And  I  confefs,  when  I  recciv'd  the  Or- 
der for  the  Money,  from  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Newca^Uy  then  Lord  Chambei:lain,  I  was 
fo  furpris'd,  that  I  imagin'd  his  Grace's  Fa* 
vmir,  or  Recommendation  of  our  R^dinefs-, 
(V  Dilf|«nce,  muft  have  contributed  to  fo.higb 
a  Connderation  of  it,  and  was  otTering  iny 
Acknowledgments,  as  I  thought  them  due ; 
i)ut  was  foon  ftopt  ftiort,  by  his  Grace's  Dc* 
olaration,  ThA  we  had  no  Obligations  feu:  it, 
but*  to  tlie  King  bimfelf,  who  had  given  if, 
from  no  other  Motive,  than  his  own  Boun^ 
ty.  Now  whether  we  may  fuppofe  that  Car- 
dinal Wolf^^  (as  you  fee  Shahef^ar  h«  drawn 
him)  would  filently  have  taken  fuch  low  Ac- 
kdowlcdgments  to  himfclf,  perhaps  may  be  ai 
little  worth  confideration,  asmy  mentioning  this 
Circumftance  has  tjeen  necel&iy :  But  if  it  is  due 
to  the  Honour  and  Integrity  of  the  (then)  Lord 
Chamberlain,  I  cannot  think  it  wholly  imperti- 
ocDt.  Since 
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-  Siace  that  dme,  there  has  been  but  one  Vhy 
given  at  Hovipton-Gourty  wluch  was  for  the 
Entertunment  of  the  Duke  of  Xjorrain ;  and 
fi>r  which  his  prclent  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
order  us  a  hundred  Pounds. 

The  Reader  may,  now,  plainly  fee,  tl^t  I 
am  raniackihg  my  MemOTy,  for  fuch  remain- 
ii^  Scraps  of  Theatrical  HUtory,  a?  may  no^ 
perhaps,  be  worth  his  Notice :  But  if  they  ara 
mch  as  tempt  me  to  write  them,  why  may 
I  not  hope,  that  in  this  wide  World,  there 
may  be  many  an  idle  Soul,  no  wifer  than  tny- 
felf,  who  may  be  equally  tempted  to  read 
them? 

I  have  fo  often  had  occafion  to  compare  the 
State  of  the  Stage  to  the  State  of  a  Nation, 
that  I  yet  fcel  a  ReluAancy  to  ^op  the  Com- 
puifon^  or  fpeak  of  the  one,  without  feme 
Application  to  the  other.  How  many  Reigns, 
then,  do  I  remember,  irom  liiit  bf  Charles 
the  Second,  through  all  which,  there  has  been, 
from  one  half  of  the  People,  or  the  other,  a 
Succeflfon  of  Clamour  againft  every  diiterent 
Miniftry  for  the  Time  being  ?  And  yet,  let  the 
Caufe  of  this  Clamour  have  been  never,  fo  vkJJ 
grounded,  it  is  impoflible,  but  that  lomc  of 
thole  Miniflers  muA  have  been  wifer,  and  ho- 
neilcr  Men  than  others:  If  this  be  true,  as 
ttue,  I  believe,  it  is,  why  may  I  not  then  &y, 
as  fonte  Fool  In  a  French  Play  docs,  upon  a 
like  0<xsSvxi—Jt^emettt,  camme  chez  nous  I 
'Twas  ora^tly  the  i^e  with  our  Management  1 
let  4»  faaVe  done  never  fp  welt,   we  could 

not 
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not  plcaTc  every  body :  All  I  can  iay,  in  otu* 
Defence,  is,  diat  thoilgh  many  good  Jw%es^ 
might  pbflibly  conceive  how  the  State  of  the 
Stage  might  have  been  mended,  yet  the  beft  of 
them  never  pretended  to  remember  the  Time 
when  it  was  better  I  or  could  fliew  us  the 
way  to  make  their  imagbary  Amendments 
pradlicable. 

For  though  I  hare  often  allow'd,  that  our 
Iwft  Merit,  as  Aftors,  was  never  equal  to  that 
of  our  Predeceflbrs,  yet  I  will  venture  to  fey, 
that  in  all  its  Branches,  the  Stage  had  never 
been  under  fo  juft,  fo  proiperous,  and  fo  fettled 
a  Regulation,  for  forty  Years  before,  as  it 
was  at  the  Time  I  am  fpeaking  of.  The  moft 
plaufible  Objeftion  to  our  Adminiftration,  feem- 
cd  to  be,  the  we  took  no  Care  to  breed  up 
young  A^ors,  to  fucceed  us }  and  this  was 
imputed  as  the  greater  Fault,  becaufe  it  was 
taken  for  granted,  that  it  was  a  Matter  as  cafy 
0S  planting  fo  many  Cabbages :  Now  might 
not  a  Court  as  well  be  reproached  for  not 
breeding  up  a  Succcffion  of  complete  Mini- 
fters?  And  yet  it  is  evident,  that  if  Provi- 
dence, or  Nature,  don't  fupply  us  with  both, 
the  State,  and  the  Stage  will  be  but  poor^ 
fupported.  If  a  Man  of  an  ample  Fortune, 
ihould  take  it  into  his  Head,  to  give  a  youi^er 
Son  an  extraordinary  Allowance,  in  cM-der  to 
breed  him  a  great  Poet,  what  might  we  fup^ 
pole  would  be  die  Odds,  that  his  Trouble,  and 
■Money  would  be  all  thrown  away  ?  Not  more 
than  it  would  be  againil  the  Ma&r  of  a 
Theatre, 
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Theatre,  who  fliould  lay,  this,  or  that  young 
Man,  I  will  take  care  ihall  be  an  excelleot 
A^or !  Let  it  be  our  Excufe  then,  for  that 
miftaken  Chftrge  againft  us ;  that  Gaitc  there 
was  no  Garden,  or  Market,  where  accompUihr 
ed  A^ors  grew,  or  were  to  be  fold,  we  cbuld 
only  pick  them  up,  as  we  do  Pebbles  of  Va- 
lue, by  Chance ;  We  may  po\i(h  a  thouiand^ 
before  we  can  find  one  fit  to  make  a  Figure, 
in  the  Lid  of  a  Snuff-Box.  Aod  how  &w  fo- 
ever  we  were  able  to  [H-oduce,  it  is  no  Prooiv 
that  wc  were  not  always  in  fcarch  of  them  : 
Yet,  at  worft,  it  was  allow'd,  that  our  Defi- 
ciency of  Men  A£tors,  was  not  fo  vifible,  as 
our  Scarcity  of  tolerable  Women :  But  when 
it  is  confider'd,  that  the  Life  of  Youth  and 
Beauty  is  too  fhort  for  the  bringing  an  Adrcfs 
to  her  Perfedtion ;  were  I  to  mention  too,  the 
many  frail  &ir  Ones,  I  remember,  who,  before 
they  could  arrive  to  their  Theatrical  Maturi^r, 
were  fclonioufly  ftolen  fi-om  the  Tree,  it  would 
rather  be  thought  our  Misfortune,  than  our 
Fault,  that  we  were  no  better  provided. 

Even  the  Laws  of  a  Nunnery,  we  find,  are 
thought  no  fufficient  Security  ^inft  Tempta- 
tions, without  Iron  Grates,  and  high  Walls  to 
inforce  them ;  which  the  Architei^re  of  a 
Theatre  will  not  fo  properly  admit  of:  And 
yet,  mcthinks.  Beauty  that  has  not  thofe  arti- 
ficial Fortrefies  about  it,  that  has  no  Defence 
but  its  natural  Virtue  (which  upon  the  Stage 
has  more  than  once  been  met  with)  makes  a 
much  more  merit^joiu  Figure,  in  Life,  than 
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*hat  hnmur'd  Virtue,  which  could  never  be 
<ry*d.  But  aUs  1  as  the  poor  Stage  is  but  the 
Show-glafs  to  a  Toy-fliop,  we  muft  not  won- 
der, if  now  and  then,  fome  of  the  Bawblcs 
ihould  find  a  Furchafer. 

However^  as  to  fay  more,  or  lefs  than  Truth, 
are  equally  un&iihiul  in  an  Hiflorian ;  I  cannot 
but  own,  that  in  the  Government  of  the  Thea- 
tre, I  have  known  many  Inftances,  where  the 
Merit  of  promifing  Aftors  has  not  always  been 
brought  forward,  wkh  the  Regard,  or  Favour, 
it  had  a  Claim  to  :  And  if  I  put  my  Reader  in 
mind,   that  in  the  early  Part  of  this  Work,  I 
have  (hewn,  thro'  what  continued  Difficulties* 
tnd  Difcouragemcnts  I  myielf  made  my  way  up 
the  Hill  of  Preferment;  he  may  jumy  call  i^ 
too  flrone  a  Glare  of  my  Vanity :  I  am  afraid 
he  is  in  the  right ;  but  I  pretend  not  to  be  one 
of  thoie  cEafle  Authors,  that  know  how  to 
write  without  it :  When  Truth  is  to  foe  told, 
it  may  be  as  much  Chance,  as  Choice,  if  it 
happens  to  turn  out  in  my  Favour :  ^t  to 
fhew  that  this  was  true  of  others,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  B&ab  fhall  be  another  Inflance.     In 
1 707,  when  Swiney  vras  the  only  Mailer  oT 
the  Company    In    the  Hay-Market  \   Witia^ 
tho"  he  was,  then,  but  an  hired  Aflior  himfeli^ . 
ra(ber  choft  to  govern,  and  give  Orders,  than  to 
receive  them;  and  was  fb  jealous  oiBettb's  rifing, 
that,  with  a  high  Hand,  he  gave  the  Pftrt  of 
Pierre,  in  Vmce  Preferv'dy  to  MiSs  the  elder, 
who  (not  to  ondcr^ue  him)  was  out  of  Si^, 
ui  the  PicceniioDS  that  BvHh,  then  young,  at 

he 
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be  was,  had  to  the  fame-  Part :  And  this  very 
Diicouragement  fo.ftrongly  affcdxd  him,  th^ 
not  long  after,  when  ^veral  of  us  became 
Sharers  with  Sioiruy,  Booth  rather  chofe  to 
rifque  his  Fortune,  with  the  old  Patentee  In 
Drury-lMm^  than  come  into  our  Intercft, 
where  he  ikw  he  was  like  to  meet  with  more 
of  thofc  Partialities.  And  ^et,  again,  Boefb 
bimfelf,  when  he  came  to  be  a  Manner, 
w<»ild  ibmetimcs  fui&r  his  Judgment  to  be 
blinded  by  his  Inclination  to  A^ors,  whom 
the  Town  feem'd  to  have  but  an  indifierent  CX> 
pinion  of.  This  again,  inclines  jne  to  afk  ano- 
ther of  my  odd  Queilions,  viz.  Have  we  ne- 
ver feen  the  fame  Pallions  govern  a  Coort! 
How  many  white  Staffs,  and  great  Places  do 
we  find,  in  our  Hiftories,  have  been  laid  at 
the  Feet  of  a  Monarch,  becaufe  they  cho& 
not  to  give  way  to  a  Rival,  in  Power,  or  bold 
a  iecood  Place  in  his  Favour  ?  How  many 
WbigSy  and  Tories  have  chang'd  their  Parties, 
when  their  good  or  bad  PretcnlJons  have  met 
with  a  Check  tp  their  higher  Preferment  ? 
.  Thus,'  we  lee,  let  the  Degrees,  and  Rank 
of  Men,  be  ever  fo  unequal,  Nature  throws 
out  their  Paflions  from  the  ^mc  Motives ;  'tu 
riot  the  Eminence,  or  LowHnefs  of  either,  that 
'makes  the  one,  when  provok'd,  more  or  lefs 
a  reafonable  Creatuce  than  the  other :  The 
Courtier,  and  the  Comedian,  when  their  Am- 
bition is  out  of  Humour,  take  juft  the  lame 
Meafures  to  right  then^elves. 
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If  this  familiar  Stile  of  talking  {houldj  in 
the  Nt^rils  of  Gravity,  and  Wifdoin,  fmell  a 
little  too  much  of  the  Prefumptuous,  or  the 
R-agmatical,  I  will,  at  Icaft,  defcend  lower, 
in  my  Apology  for  it,  by  calling  to  my  Aflij^ 
tance  t^e  old,  humble  Proverb,  vi£.  'tit  an 
ill  Bird  that,  &c.  Why  then  (hould  I  dcbafe 
my  Profcflion^  by  fetting  it  in  vulgar  Lights^ 
when  I  may  i}tew  it  to  more  favourable  Ad- 
vantages ?  And  when  I  /peak  of  our  Errors, 
^why  may  1  not  Attenuate  them  by  illuftrions 
Examples  ?  or  by  not  allowing  them  greater, 
than  the  greateft  Men  have  b«n  fubjed:  to  I 
Or  why,  indeed,  may  I  not  fuppdfe,  that  a 
{(eniible  Reader  w3I  rather  laugh,  than  look 
trave,  at  the  Pomp  of  my  Parallels? 

Now,  as  1  am  tied  down  ■  to  the  Veracity  erf 
an  HlAorian,  whofe  FaAs  cannot  be  fuppofed, 
-like  thoic  in  a  Romance,  to  be  iti  the  Choice  of 
the  Author,  to  make  them  more  marvellous 
by  Invention;  li^Ilhould  happen  to  fink  into  a 
-Htde  ferther  Infignificancy,  let  ^  fimpk 
Truth  of  what  I  have  ferthcr  to  fey,  be  my 
"fexcnfe  for  it,  I  am  obliged,  th&eforc,  to 
■make  the  Experiment,  by  fhewing  you  the 
Conduct  of  our  Theatrical  ■  Miniftry  in  fuch 
■Lights,  as  on  various  Occaliohs  it  appeared  in. 
^  Tho'  ff^flis  had  more  Induftry,  and  Ap- 
plication, than  any  Aftor  I  had  ever  known, 
yet  we  found  it  poflible  that  thofe  neccflary 
Qualities  iraghc  fomctimes  be  fo  mifcondud- 
ed,  as  not  only  to  make  them  ufelefs,  but 
,  hurtful  to  our  Common-wealth  ;  for  while  he 

was 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


COLLBY  ClBBER.  ^63 
Was  impatient  to  be  for0tQoA,  in  every  thiogt 
he  frequently  thock'd  the  hgneft  Ambition  of 
others,  whofe  Meafures  m%ht  have  beicn  more 
ferviceable,  could  his  Jealoufy  have  givep  way 
to  them.  His  own  Regards  for  himfeti^  tbo-e* 
fore,  were,  to  avoid  a  diiagrccable  piipute 
with  him,  too  often  complied  with  :  But  this 
leaving  -his  Diligence,  to  his  own  ConduA, 
made  us,  in  fonu  Inilances,.  pay  dearly  for  it : 
For  Example ;  he  would  take  as  much;  or 
more  Pains  in  forwarding  to  the  Stage,  the 
Water-gruel  Work  of  feme  infipid  Author, 
that  happen'd  rightly  to  make  his  Ourt  to  hiflo^ 
than  he  would  for  the  beA  Play,  wherein  k 
-was  not  his  Fortune  to  be  chofen  for  the.  bcft 
Character.  So  great  was  his  Impatience  to  be 
employ'd,  that  I  fcarcc  remcmtwr,  in  twenty 
Years^  above  one  profitable  Play,  we  could  g«t 
to  be  reviv'd,  wherein  he  found  he  wad  to 
make  no  confiderable  Figure,  independent  of 
him  :  But  the  T'empe^  having  done  Wonders 
-formerly,  he  could  not  form  any  Pretenfions, 
to  let  it  lie  longer  dormant :  However,  his 
•Coldnefs  to  it  was  fo  vifible,.  that  he  took  all 
Occalions  to  poftpone,  and  difcourage  its  Pro- 
grefs,  by  frequently  taking  up  the  Mofning- 
Stage  widi  lc»nething  more  to  his  Miod.  Hav- 
ing  been  myfelf  particularly  folicitous  fbr  the 
reviving  this  Play,  Dogget  (for  this  was  before 
Booth  came  into  the  Management)  confented 
that  the  extraordinary  Decorations,  and  Habits,  ' 
fhould  be  left  to  my  Care,  and  Dire^on,  as 
the  fittefl  Peifon,  whofe  Temper  could  JQffle 
through 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


4<54       7U  L  I  F  E  of 

through  the  pctuknt  Oppofitkui,  that  he  knew 
/F7/i(  would  be  always  offering  to  it,  becaufe 
he  had  but  a  middling  Part  in  it, .that  of  Fer' 
dinojtd  :.  Notwithftandiog  which,  ib  k  hasf 
pcn'4,  that  the  Succefs  of  it  dieW'd  .(not  to  take 
from  th$  Mmt:(^fnihJ  that  it  jvas  po^hl^ 
lo  have  go9ci.Audi^QceE,  without  his  cxtraor'- 
dinary  A^lujoce.,  '  In  the  firil  fix  Days  of  a^ 
ing  It,  WQ  paid  fOL  our  oonAast,  andiodd^ 
tal  Gxpenv^-  and  Atar'd  each  of  us  a,  httndrejjt 
Poundf:  The  gneatcft  Profit  that  in  fo  BttU 
a  Tin^^  hajl  yet  been  known  within  my  Me- 
mory 1^  .Bui;,  aJju !  wiut  was  paltry:  Pel^  to 
Glor^?'"yJiat'was  the  darling  Paffioo  oOVUks'tt 
Heart], rand,  not  to  advance  in  i.t,  was,  Co  io 
jealfiua  an  Aoibition,  ^  painfui  Rebrft,  a  m^ 
6hftde  to  his  Luireh  \  and  the  cooiinon  Bene^ 
was.,buc  a  poor  £^uiy4en^  .to^  his  ,wam  of.  fKr 
ticutar  .Applaufe !  ^o  conclude,,  not  Prince 
ZrtqtJ  of  ■gaj/fl«,  thoqgh  a  Coofedcratp  Goiera), 
with  ,  the  Dake  of  Marlborough, .  w^  tnore.  inr 
£oo£>lable,  u{kxi  the^  siemorablc'..V^i3^ny  if. 
Blenheim,  at  .which  he  was  not  prefeoc,  tha* 
our  Theatrical  Uero>iwas,  to  ibe  any  A^ioa 
proifperous,  that  be  wju  not  fainaiclf  9,1  the 
Head  of.  If  this  then  was  «ii  Infirmity  in 
WilkSf  why  m^  not  -my  fhewing:  the  nine 
\Veakne&  in  fo  ^eat  a  Man,  mollify  the  Iivk- 
putation, '  and  keep  '  his  Memory  "in  Cc^^ 
ten'ance. 

,  This  laudable  Appetite  Ux  Famci  ui  ff^lkt, 

was  not,  however,  to  be  fed,  without  that  eoi>- 

(lant  labour,  which  only  him&lf  was  aUe,  tp 

ccme 
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come  up  to :  He  thcrelbrc  bethought  him  of 
the  means,  to  Icflen  the  Fatigue,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  to  heighten  his  Reputation  j  which 
was  by  giving  up,  now  and  then,  a  Part  to 
fome  raw  Adtor,  who  he  was  fiire  would  dif> 
grace  ir,  and  confequently  pot  the  Audience 
in  mind  of  hb  fuperior  Perforniance  :  Among 
this  Sort  of  Indulgences  to  young  A<^ors,  he 
happen'd  once  to  make  a  Miilake,  that  let  his 
Views  in  a  clear  Light.  The  bell  Criticks,  1 
believe,  will  allow,  that  in  SbnkeJPear'&  Mac- 
hetb^  there  are  in  the  Part  of  Macduff  two 
Scenes,  the  one  of  Terror,  in  the  iecond  AH  j 
and  the  other  of  Compaflion,  Jn  the  fixirthi 
equal  to  any  that  dramatick  Poetry  has  pro- 
duc'd :  Thcfe  Scenes  Wilks  had  afled  with 
Succefs,  tho'  hi  fhort  of  that  happier  Skill 
and  Grace,  which  Manfort  had  formerly  (hewn, 
in  them.  Such  a  Part,  however,  one  might 
imagine  would  be  one  of  the  laA,  a  good  h.&ot 
would  chufe  to  part  with  :  But  iVilks  was  of 
a  difierent  Opinion ;  for  Macbeth  was  thrice  as 
long,  had  more  great  Scene$  of  AAion,  and 
bore  the  Name  of  the  Play  t  Now,  to  be  a 
Second  in  any  Play,  was  what  he  did  not  much 
care  £»-,  and  had  been  feldom  us'd  to :  This 
Part  of  Macduff^  ther^Jbre,  he  had  given  to 
one  WilHams,  as  yet  no  extraordinary,  though 
a  prom^ng  A&ae.  William^  in  the  Simpli- 
city of  his  Heart,  immediately  told  Bootb^  what 
a  Favour  Wiliu  had  done  him.  Booth,  as  he 
had  Reafon,  thought  Wilks  had  here  carried 
Bk  Indulgent,  and  his  Authority,  ft  little  too 
Hh  far; 
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far  i  for  as  Booth  had  no  better  a  I^rt,  in  the 
fame  Play,  than  that  of  Banguo,  he  found  him- 
felf  too  much  difregarded,  in  letting  fo  young 
an  Aftor  take  Place  of  him  :  Bootby  therefore, 
who  knew  the  Value  of  Macduff,  propofed  to 
do  it  himfelf,  and  to  give  Banquo  to  WUliaim  j 
and  to  make  hipi  &rther  amends,  ofier'd  him 
any  other  of  his  Parts  that  he  thought  might 
be  of  Service  to  him.  WiUiams-vn&  content 
with  the  Exchange,  and  thankiuj  for  the  Pro? 
mi&.  This  Scheme^  indeed,  (had  it  taken 
EffciS:)  might  have  been  an  Eafc  to  WUh, 
and  poffibly  no  Di&dvantage  to  thp  Play ;  but 

foftly That  was  not  quite  what  wc  had  ^ 

Mind  to !  No  fooner  then,  came  this  Propofkl 
to  Wilh^  but  off  went  the  Mafque,  and  out 
came  the  Secret !  For  though  Wilki  wanted  to 
be  ea&*d  of  the  Part,  he  did  not  defirc  to  be 
exceitd  in  it  j  and  as  he  was  not  furc  bat  that ' 
n^ight  be  the  cafe,  if  Booth  were  to  zGt  it,  fae 
wiiely  retracted  hie  own  (^e£t,  took  Mac^ 
^nff  ^g^iii  to  himfelf  and  wlule  he  liv'd,  ne- 
ver (lad  a  Thought  of  running  the  iaine  Ua- 
zard,  by  any  ferther  Offer  to  refign  h. 

Here,  I  confefs,  I  arn  at  a  Lois  for  a  FaQ 
in  Hiftory,  to  which  this  can  be  a  Parallel ! 
To  be  weary  of  a  Port,  even  to  a  real  Defire 
of  reiigning  it ;  and  yet  to  chufe,  rather  'tb 
drudge  on  in  it,  than  fu^  it  to  be  weil  iap<- 
plied  (though  to  ihare  in  that  Advantage)  i« 
a  Delicacy  of  Ambition,  that  Macbiavil  hihi- 
ielf  has  made  no  mention  of:  Or  if  In  oM  ( 
Rome^  the  Jcaloufy  of  any  pretended  Buriot,  > 
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equally  inclin'd  to  abdicate  his  Office,  may 
have  come  up  to  it  j  *tis  more  than  my  read- 
ing remembers. 

As  nothing  can  be  more  impertinent,  than 
Viewing  too  frequent  a  Fear,  to  be  thought 
fo,  I  will,  without  farther  Apology,  rather 
ri^uc  that  Imputawon,  than  not  tell  you  ano"- 
iher  Story,  much  to  the  Cimi  Parpofe,  and 
pf  no  more  Confequencc  than  my  laft.  To 
m^  ytMj  undcrftaB.d  it,  however,  a  little  Pre- 
&L(x  .will  be  necQllary,:  -     '      ■ 

If'tt?  Merit  of  an  Ador  (as  it  certainly 
.does)  coofifts  more  in  the  Quality,  than  the 
,  Quandgr  of  his  Labour  j  the  other  Managers 
had  no  vuQblc.  IBLeafon  tb  think,  this  needlefa 
Ambition  of  If^ilis,  in  being  fo  often,  and 
iboietjmes.ib  unoeceflarily  employ'd,  gave  him 
any  Title  .to  a  Superiority  j  cfpecially  when  diir 
.Articles  pf  Agreement,  had  allow'd  us  all  to 
be  fqual.  But  what  are  narrow  Contrafts  to 
£rea^  SpuVwith  :Kowlng  Defires  ?  H^i/h  thcre- 
,K^e,  .who  thought  himfelf  leffen'd,  in  appeal- 
.iog  tp  any  Judgment,  but  his  own,  plainly 
difcoverpd  by  His  reftlcfs  Behaviour  (thoogli 
hf  '.did  not  care  tp  fpeak  out)  that  he  thought 
he  had  a  Right  to  fome  higher  Confideration, 
for  his  Performance:  This  was  often  Booth's 
X^pinion,  as  well  as  my  own.  It  mull  be  &rther 
obferv'd,  that  he  araially  had  a  feparate  AI- 
Jomnce  of  Fifty  Pounds  a  Year,  for  writing 
oat  daily  Play-BUls,  for  the  Printer :  Which 
t  J^royinc^,  to  &.y  the  Truth,  was  the  only  one 
.    we  car'd  to  trqil  to  his  particular  Intendance, 

Hh  2  or      '. 

Drgn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


463  The    L  I  F  E    ef 

or  could  find  out  for  4  Pretence  to  diftinguUh 
him.  But,  tofpcak  a  plainer  Truth,  this  Pen- 
Jjon,  which  was  no  part  of  car  original  Agree- 
ment, was  merely  p«id  tt>  keep  him  quiet,  and 
not  that  we  diouglit  It  due  to  fo  infignificant  a 
Charge,  as  what  a  Prompter  had  formerly  exe- 
cuted. This  being  reafly  the  Cafe,  'his  fre- 
quent Complajots  of  being  a  Drudge  to  the 
Company,  grew  fomething  mere,  than  difa- 
greeable to  us  :  For  wc couldnot  digert  the Im^ 
pofitjon  of  a  Man's  fetting  himfcif  fo  work, 
and  then  bringing  in  his  own  Bill  for  it.  Boofb^ 
therefore,  who  was  Icfs  eafy,  than  I  was,  to 
.fee  hirn  fp  often  fetting  a  Merit  upon  this  Quan= 
tity  of  his  Labour,  which  neither  could  be  our 
Intercft,  or  his  own^  to  lay  upon  him ;  propoled 
to  qfie,  that  we  might  remove  this  pretende4 
Grievance,  by  revising  fome  Play,  that  might 
^  '  likely  to  live^  and  -be  eaiily  adtcd,  withoqt 
ff^fis's  having  any  Part  in  it.  About  tlris  time, 
aq  unexpeScd  Occalion  offered  itfel^  to  put  our 
Projcit,  in  praftice :  What  foUow'd  xmr  At- 
tempt, will  be  all  (if  any  thing  be)  worth  Oh^ 
fcrvatipn,  in  my  Story. 

In  1 72  J,  wc  were  cali'd  upon,  in  a  manner, 
that  could  not  be  refificd,  to  revive  the  Pro^ 
vok'd  Pf^lfe,  a  Comedy,  which,  while  we  foun4 
pur  Account,  in  keeping  the  S^ge  clear  of  thbfe 
loofe  Liberties,  it  had  fom^erly,  too  juftly  been 
charg'd  with^  we  had  laid  afide,'  for  fomc 
Years.  The  Author,  Sir  yohn  Vanbrugb,  who 
^as  cpnfcioug  of  what  it  had  too  inucb  c^ 
^^  prevail'd  upon,  to  fubititu|e  a  newrwrit- 
■    ,''    i    ««? 
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ten  Scene  in  the  Place  of  one,  in  the  fourth 
A&,  where  the  Wantonnefs  of  his  Wit,  and 
Humour,  had  (originally)  made  a  Rake  talk 
■like  a  Rake,  in  the  borrow'd  Habit  of  a  Qcr- 
gymap :  To'  avoid  which  Offence,  he  clapt 
the  &me  Debauchee,  into  the  Undrefs  of  a 
Woman  of  Quality  :  Now  theCharaftcr,  and 
■Profeflioa .  of  1  a  fine  Lady,  not  being  fo  indeli- 
bly facred  as  that  of  a  Churchman  ;  whatever 
Follies  be.  expos*d,  io  the  Petticoat,  kept 
him,  at  leaA,  clear  of  his  former  I^ophanenefs, 
Slid  were  rnow  innocently  ridiculous  to  the 
SpeOaton 

■  ■  This  pay  being  thuj,  refitted  for  the  Stage, 
•  w»s,  as  I. have  obfcrved,  call'd  for,  fi*oiil 
Court,  and  by  many  of  the  Nobility.  Now, 
then^ :  .we  thought  was  a  f»'opcr  time  to  come 
to  ah  -Explanation  with  fktlks :  Accordingly, 
whea  tho'Ajaofs  wcfe  fummon'd  to  hear  the 
Play  read,,  and  receive  their  Parts  j  I  addrels'd 
myfelf  to  ff^ilks,  before  them  all,  and  told 
him, .  That  aa  the  Part  of  Conftant,  which  he 
iecm'A  to  cbufe,  was .  a  Character  of  lefs  Ac- 
tion, than  he  generally  appear'd  in,  we  thought 
this  might  be  a  good  Occafion  to  cafe  him- 
.iel^  by  giving  it  to  another, — Here  he  look'd 
.gravcrt—That.the  Love-Scenes  of  it  were  ra- 
ther lerioas,  than  gay,  or  humourous,  and 
,thercforfe  might  fit  very  well  upon  Booth. —  — 
Down  ■  dropt  his  Brow,  and  fiirl'd  were  his 
Featijres.,— -That  if  we  were  never  to  revive 
'  a  tolerable  Play  without  him,  what  would  be- 
come of  us,  in  cafe  of  his  Indifpofitioni'- 

H  h  3  Here 
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Here  he  pretended  to  ftir  the  Fire.— That  u 
he  could  have  no  ferther  Advantage,  or  Ad- 
vancement, in  his  Station>  to  hope  for,  his  act- 
ing in  this  Play  was  Isut  giving  himfclf  an  un- 
profitable Trouble,  which  cither ,  'Booths  or  I, 
dciircd  to  impofe  upon  him.— ^Softly. — Now 
the  Pill  began  to  gripe  him.— —In  a  Word, 
this  provoking  Civility  plung'd  ■him  into  a 
Paffion,  which  he  w»8  no  longer  able  (o  con- 
tain} out  it  came,  v^ith  all  the  Equipage. of 
unlimited'  Language,  that  on  iuph  OccalitHis 
his  DiTpleafure  ufually  fet  out  with ;  but  when 
his  Reply  was  ftript  of  thofe  Ornaments,  k 
was  plainly  this: -^Tfaat  he  look'd  upon  aU  1 
^ad  faid,  as  a  coacerted  Defign,  not  otAj  (d 
iignalize  our  felves,  by  laying  him  afide  ;  hut 
a  Contrivance  to  draw  him  into  the  Dis&vmir 
of  the  Nobility,  by  malting  it  fuppos'd  his 
own  ChcMce,  that  he  did  not  3(3  in  a  Play  fo 
particulady  idk'd  for ;  but  we  fhould  find,  he 
could  ftand  upon  his  own  Bottom,  and  it  was 
not  all'  our  little  caballing  (hould  get  our  Ends 
of  him :  To  which  I  anfwer'd  with  fome 
•  Warmth,  That  he  was  miftaken  in  our  finds  ; 
for  thofc,  Sir,  faid  I,  you  have,  anfwer'd  al- 
ready, by  fliewing  the  Company,  yoa  cannot 
bear  to  be  left  out  of  any  P]ay.  Are  not  you 
every  Day  complaining  or  your  being  over- 
labour'd  F  And  now,  upon  our  firft  offering 
to  eafe  you,  you  fly  into  a  Paffion,  and  pre- 
tend to  make  that  a  greater  Grievance,  than 
t'other :  But,  Sir,  if  your  being  In,  or  Oot 
of  the  Play^  is  a  Hardfhip,  you  fliall  impofe 

it 
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it  upon  yourietf :  The  Part  Ts  In  your  Hand» 
and  to  usj  it  is  a  Matter  of  Indiifcrence  now* 
whether  you  take  it,  or  leave  it.  Upon  this 
he  threw  down  the  Part  upon  the  Table. 
croTs'd  his  Arms,  and  fate  knocking  his  He^ 
upon  the  Floor,  as  feeming  to  threaten  mofl:, 
when  he  faid  leaft ;  but  when  no  body  perfua- 
ded  him  to  take  it  up  again.  Booths  not  chu- 
fing  to  pulh  the  matter  too  fer,  but  rather  to 
fplit  the  Differeiice  of  our  Difpute,  laid.  That 
for  his  Part,  <  he  faw  no  fuch  great  matter  in 
afling  every  Day ;  for  he  believed  it  the  whpl- 
fomeft  Exercife  in  the  World  j  it  kept  the  Spi- 
rits in  motion,  and  always  gave  him  a  gooa 
Stomach.  Thdugl?  this  was,  in  a*  manner, 
giving  up  the  Part  to  PFilks^  yet  it  did  not  al- 
low, he  did  us  any  Favour  in  receiving  it. 
Here,  I  obfcrved  Mrs.  Oldfield  began  to  titter, 
behind  her  Fan :  But  JVilks  being  more  in- 
tent, upon  what  Booth  had  faid,  reply'd,  Every 
one  could  bell  feel  for  himielf,  but  he  did 
.  not  pretend  to  the  Strength  of  a  Pack-horfe  ; 
therefore  if  Mrs.  Oldfield  would  chufe  any  bo- 
dy elfe  to  play  with  her,  he  ihould  be  very 
glad  to  be  excus'd  :  This  throwing  the  Nega- 
tive upon  Mrs.  Oldfield,  was,  indeed,  aTure 
way  to  iavehimfelf:  which  I  could  not  help 
taking  notice  of,  by  faying,  It  was  making  but 
an  ill  Compliment,  to  the  Company,  to  fup- 
pole,  there  was  but  one  Man  in  it,  lit'  to  play 
an  ordinary  Part  with  her.  Here  Mrs.  Old- 
field  got  up,  and-  turning  me  half  round  to 
C9me  forward,  faid  with  her  ufual  Frankness, 
Hh  4  Pooh! 
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Pooh !  you  ar«  all  a  Parcel  of  Fools,  to  make 
Aich  a  Rout  about  nothing  1  Rightly  ]udg^» 
that  the  Perfbn,  mofl  out  of  hDmour,  woaid 
not  be  more  diCfrfeas'd  at  her  calling  us  aQ,  t^ 
the  iame  Name.  As  fhe  knew  too,  the  beft 
way  of  ending  the  Debate,  would  be  to '  be^ 
the  Weak ;  Hie  faid,  flie  hc^d  >Mr.  WiOi 
would  not  fo  far  mbd  what  h^  fiaft>  as  to 
refufe  his  adKog  the  Partj  with  ber;  for  tho* 
^  mi^ht  not  be  fo  good,  as  be  bad  been  iis*d 
'to ;  yet,  fhe  believed,  tbofe  who  had  befpokc 
the  Play,  would  cxped  to  have  it  done  to 
the  bed  Advantage ;  and  it  would  make  bat  aA 
odd  Story  abroad,  if  it  were  kirawn,  there 
bad  been  any  Difficulty  in  that  point  aiofH^ 
ourfelves.  To  cdndnde,  Wilks  bad  tho  Part, 
and  we  had  all  we  wanted;  which  wgu  an 
Occaiion  to  let  him  fee*  that  the  Accident; 
or  Choice  of  one  Manager's  being  aiore  cm- 
ploy'd  than  another,  would  never  be.«Uow\l 
a  Pretence^  for  altering  our  Indent&rea,  oe 
his  having  an  extraordinary  Confideralioii 
for  it.    ■  '.'.■•     :■- 

However  ififagreeablc  it  might  be,  toibave 
this  unfociable  Temper  daily  to  deal  with ; 
yet  1  cannot  but  fay^  that  from  the  &me  im- 
patient Spirit,  that  bad  fo  oiten  hurt  us,  we 
ilill  drew  valuable  Advantages :"  For  asWtiks 
feem'd  to  have  no  Joy,  in  life,  beyoiui  lus 
being  diflinguifb'd  on  the  Stage  }^.  we  were  not 
only  fure  of  his  always  doing  his  bcft,  there, 
himfelfj  bnt  of  making  others  more  carefiil, 
than  without  the  Rod  of  fo  icafciUv  a  Tem- 
per 
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per  oyer  them,  they  would  bav«  been.  And 
I  much  qufiftnin,  if  a  more-  tenfpcr&tSy  or 
better  U/a^  of  the  hired  Adon,  could  have 
fo  eK<3uaHy  -kept  them  Jb  Order.:  Ndt 
even  Bitterim  (as  we  have  icen)  with  all  his 
good  Scafefhib  great  Fame,!  and  ExpefleMtf, 
couldy  by  being'Oofy  a  quiet  ^argpl^  (^  In- 
duftry  hiBi^elfi'iaTc*  his  Company:  irom  fallt> 
\n$i  while  iRcitherJ  OendeiK&  <  could  goveni; 
or^e!DMfidteAti<bvDf.tbe^<^mhion  Imbfeft 
referm)  thcin.  •  Diligence,  .«nthj>idcb  ^  itU 
ferior  SkHl,-  or  ^-C^pacity;  '-wiU  tbeit  thsJ  beft 
negH^nt  Compam-,  that  etgr  came  u^btrm 
8t^.  JQut  vrhen  a  certain  drejnniiig  Idtentt^, 
ac  }oUy  Negliganoe  of  Rehearftls  gets  intd  a 
Btxly  of  the  IgriorEint,  and'  Incapable'  (which 
befcHe  H^riit  -came  mo  Drury-lane^  when 
PoTtu/  was  at  the 'Head  of  them,  :was  the 
Cafe  frfthar  Company)  then,  I  &y,  a  ibhfi- 
Me  -Spedatof  mi^  have  loot'd  opon  the 
&llea  Stage,  as  Portm  iaithePlayof C^«^ 
doci  upon  his  niin'd  Cornitry^and  haVe  ht- 
mented  it,  in  (fomething  near)-  theiameBx* 
damation,  lac,        ■     .     .■  :.; .  ■; 

-— O  ye  immortal  Bards  f  ■     ■ 
What  Hawck  A  ibefe  Bhcibeads  maie  ammg 
ymr  Wvrh  /     .    - 
■Hovaretbe  btaftedLahursof.anAge^ 
Defa^dy  and ^rtw-'J, ^ uagracifoa  A^imt 

Of  thefe  wicked  Doings,  Dryden  too  com- 
plains in  one  of  his  Prologues^  at  th;^  time, 
where 
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where  ^xiaking  of  fach  lewd  Adors,-^  he  cl(^ 

a  Couplet  with  the  following  Line,  viz. 

^d  murder  Pl^s,  lebicb  they  mifcaU  ReVtvirtgt 

The  great  Share,  therefore,  that  ff^ih^  by  his 
exempl^  Dil^ence,  and  Impatience  of  Ncg- 
loGtf  in  others,  had  in  the  ReformatioR  of 
^is  Evil,  oi^t  in  Juftice  to  be  remembered  j 
•nd  let  my  own  Vanity  here  take  Shame,  to  it- 
i«lf,  when  I  confeis.  That  had  I  had  half  his 
Application,  I  ftill  think  i  m^ht  have  fhewn 
my&lf  twice'  die  Ador,  that  in  my  higheft 
$tate  of  Favow;  I  appear'd  to  be.  But,  if  I 
have  any  Excufe  for  that  Neglect  (a  Fault, 
which  if  I  loved  not  Truth,  I  need  not  have 
mentioned)  it  is,  that  fo  much  of  my  Attention 
was  taken  up  in  an  iacefiant  Labour  to  guard 
againft  our  private  Animoiities,  and  preferve  a 
Hamctony,  in  our  Manageinent,  that  I  hope, 
^iKlixUevct  it . made  ample  Antendsj  for  what- 
ever Omiffion,  my  Auditors^  might  fonnetimiis 
know  it  coft  me  ibme  pains  to  conceal.  But 
Nature  takes  care  to  beftow  her  BlelHngs,  with 
a  imore  equal  Hand  than  Fortune  does,  and  is 
feldom  known  to  heap  too  many  upon  one 
Nfan  t  One  tolerable  Talent,  in  an  Individual, 
is  enough  to  preferve  him,  &onl  being  good  iw 
nothings  and,  if  that  was  aot  laid  to  my 
Charge,  as  an  AQoc,  I  have  in  this  Light  too, 
lefs  to  complain  of,  than  to  be  thankfiil  for. 

fie£irc  I  conclude  my  HiWy,'  k  maybe  cr- 

peaxd,  I  fhould  give  Caw*  further  View  of 

the^ 
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theft  my  laft  Cotemporaries  of  the  Theatre, 
ff^iUs,  and  Booths  in  their  diScrcnt  ading  Ca- 
pacities. If  I  were  to  paint  them  in  the  Co- 
lours they -laid  upon  one  another,  their  Ta- 
lents would  not  be  ihewn  with  half  the  Com- 
mendation, I  am  inclined  to  beilow  upon  them, 
when  they  arc  left  to  my  Own  Opinion.  But 
People  of  the-  feme  Proieffion,  are  apt  to  fee 
themfelvcs  in  their  own  clear  Glafi  of  Parti- 
ality, and  lode  upon  their  Equals  through  a 
Mill  of  Prejudice.  It  might  be  imagin'd  too, 
frtJjn  the  difference  of  their  natural  Tempers, 

.that  ff^i/is  fjiould  have  been  more  blind,  to 
the  Excellencies  of  Booth,  than  Booth  was  to 
thofe  o(  trUht  i  but  it  was  not  fo :  Wilh  would 
fometimts'  commend  Booth  to  me;  but  wht;n  ' 
Wilks  cxccll'd,  the  other  was  filent :  Booth 
ieem'd  to  think  nothing  valuaUe,   that  was 

,  not  tragically  Great,  or  Alarvellous :  I^et  that 
be  as  true,  as  it  may }  yet  1  have  often  thought, 
that  from  bis  having  no  Tafte  of  Humour 
himftlf,  he  might  be  too  much  incUn'd  to  de- 
preciate the  Ading  of  it  in  others.     Tjicrvery 

.ilight  Opinion,  which  in  private  Ccmveriati- 
on  with  me,  he  had  of  Wilks'%  ading  Sir 
Harry  fFtUairy  was  certainly  more,  than  could 

;  be  juftified ;  not  only  from  the  general  Ap- 
plaufe  that  was  againft  that  Opinion  -  {tho' 
Applaufe  is  not  always  in&Uible)  but  from 
the  vifrble  Capacity  which  mart  be  aUow'd 
to  an  Aftor,  that  could  carry  fuch  flight  Ma- 
terials to  fuch  a  height  of  Approbation  ;  For 
though  the  Charafter  of  fFildair,   fcarce  in 

any 


476        Iht  L  I  F  E  of 

any  one  Scene  will  ftand  againft  a  juft  CritJ- 
cifm  i  yet  in  the  Whole,  there  are  fo  many 
gay,  and  falfe  Colonrs  of  the  fine  GeriUeman, 
that  nothing  but  a  Vivacity  in  the  Perform- 
ance, proportionably  extravagant,  could  hatfe 
made  them  (o  happily  glare,  upon  a  common 
Audience. 

tf^ilki,  from  his  firft  fctting  out,  certainly 
form'd  his  manner  of  Afting,  dpon  the  Mo- 
del of  Monjort ;  as  Booth  did  his,  on  that  of 

Beiterton.     But Baud  pafjibus  etquis :    I 

cannot  fay,  either  6f  them  came  up  to  their 
Original,  fVUks  had  not  that  eafy  reflated 
Behaviour,  or  the  harmonious  Elocution  of  the 
One,  not  Booth  that  Confctoui  Afpeift  of  Iri- 
telligehce,  nor  re(jnifitc  Vat-iatlon  -of  Voice, 
that  made  every  Line  the  Othef  ■  fpoktf  ieefti 
his  own,  natural,  Telf-dclivcr'd  Schtinient :  Yet 
th^r^  is  Itill  room  for  great  'CommeiKlaticfci 
of  Both  the  firfl;  mentioned  J  vAicfr  win  Jiot 
be  to  much  diminilh'd.  In  my  having  falJ, 
they  were  only  excelled  by  fiich  PrcdeCeflbre, 
as  it  will  be  rais'd,  in  venturing  to  *fflrm, 
it  will  be  a, longer  fime,  before  any  SaCcefie^ 
will  come  riear  them.  Thus  ont'tw  rf*'greft*- 
cft  Praifes  given  to  Vi*-gH  is,  that  rio'SutJdeflW 
in  Poetry  came  fo  near  fl//o,  as  He  bimfelf  did 
to  Hsmer.  ,       ' ' 

TTi'ofigh  the  Majority  of  Publick  Auditors 
are  but  bad  judges  of  Theatrical  Adliori,  arid 
■itfe  often  decciv'd  into  their'Approbation  -*f 
what  has  no  folid  Pretence  'o  tt  ;  yet,  as 
llicre  are  no  other  appointed  Ji:d/'-  to  ;ippeal 

to, 
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Co,  and  as  every  fingic  Spe^tor  has  a  Right 
to  be  .on?  of  them,  their  Sentence  will  be  defi- 
nitive, and  the  Merit  uf  an  A£tor  muft,  in  fcHne 
degree,  be  wcigh'd  by  it :  By  this  Law  then, 
ifiiks  was  pronounced  an  Excellent  Ai^or  % 
mrhich  if  the  few  true  Judges  did.not  allow  him 
to  be,  they  were  at  lea  ft  too  candid  to  flight, 
or  difcourage  him.  Booth  and  he  were  Adors 
fo  ■  direiaiy  oppoiite  in  their  Manner,  that,  if 
cither  of  thepi  could  have  borrowed  a  little  of 
the  other's  Fault,  they  would  3oth  have  been 
improv'd  by  it :  If  Wilks  had  Sometimes  too 
violent  a  Vivacity  j  Booth  as  o|ten  contented 
himfcif  with  too  grave  a  Dignity  :  The  Lat- 
ter feem'd  too  much  to  heave  up  his  Words, 
SIS  the  other  to  dart  them  to  the  Ear,  with 
•too  quick  and  flurp  a  .  Vehemence  :  Thus 
H^iiksj  would  too  £-equently  bre^k  into  the 
Tjnw  and  Meafure  of  the  Harmony,  by  too 
josaiur  .fpiritcd  Accents,  in  one  Line  j  and  Booth, 
-by  too  fqlemn  a  Rf^^d  to  Harmony,  would 
as  often  lofe  the  neccfiary  Spirit  of  it : .  3o 
chaf  (as  X  ^yt  obfiu'v'd)  could  we  have  fome- 
tim^s  nais'd  the  one,  and  iUnk  the  other,  they 
had  both  been  pearer  to  the  mark,  Yet  this 
cculd  not  be  always  objeftcd  to  them :  They 
'  had  their  Intervals  of  unexceptionable  Excel- 
lence, that  more,  than  balanc'd  their  Errors. 
The  Mafter-piecc  of  Boub  was  Otbello  : 
There,  he  was  moft  in  Chara^pr,  and  feem- 
-ed  not  more  to  animfite,  or  pleale  hitnfelf,  ' 
fn  it,  Uian  his  Spe^atc^  'Tls  true,  he  owed 
^  la^,  fLpd  higheft  Adrapceoieot,  to  his 
a£Ung 
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ading  Cato :  But  it  vrxt  the  Ncnv^;.  2tki 
cntic&l  AppearaDce  c^  that  Chanu^ei:,- that 
chiefiy  iWjCU'd  the  TorreDt  of  his  Apfi^aitfe  : 
For  let  die  Sentim»ts  of  a  decUbiiflig  'Pa- 
triot have  all  the  Sublimity,  that  Vowry  :CiB 
raife  them  to ;  let  diem  be  dcliver'd  too,  yvtth 
the  utmoft  Grace,  and  Digniiy  of;  Elocntipn', 
.  that  can  recommend  them  to  «b$  h^dja^.: 
Yet  this  is  but  one  X>ighty  whtrein 'l^  £^ 
cellencc  of  an  A£tor  can  ^w^-^BxAiaQAtik 
we  may  fee  him,  io  the  Variety  bf  iNirture ; 
There  the  Ador  is  earned  through  ~t^  di&- 
rent  Accidents  of  domeftiek  Happinefe,  and 
Mifery,  occaiionally  torn^  and  tortur'd  by-iiie 
moft  diftraairg  Paflion,  that  caB  raife  Tttrw, 
or  Compaffion,  iri  the  Spe^tor.  £uck  £ire  the 
CharadersthataMaikr  AAor  wioidd  ddig^ 
in  j  and  thereibre  in  OtbtUo,  I  may  &&ly  aver, 
that  Boetb  ihew'd  himfelf  t^ioe  tJw  ASor,  due 
he  could  in  Cato.  And  yet  his- Merit  in  wEtaa^ 
CatQ  need  not  be  diminifli'd  by  Ibis  Compt- 
fifon. 

Winti  often  regtttted,  dut  in  Tjn^edy,  it? 
had  not  the  fiill,  and  ftroi^  -Voice' «  AttSfr 
to  command,  and  grace  his  Periods  witki: 
But  .800M  us'd  to  &y.  That  If  his  Eair  had 
been  equal  to  it,  WiOu  had  Voice  enou^  Co 
have  fhewn  himiclf  a  much  better  Tn^jnlian. 
Now  though  there  might  be  &Mnc  Truth  io 
this ;  yet  thcfc  two  Aftors  were  of  ib  mixt 
a  Merit,  that  even  in  Tragedy,  the  Sapcri- 
oriiy  was  not  always  on  the  iaoie  fide :  In 
Sorrow,  Tcnderneft,  or  Refi^iatioD,  H^ilks 
plainly 
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{id^inly  bad  the  Advantage,  'And  feem'd  mare 

ethetically  to  feel,  look,  and  expre6  his  Ca- 
nity: But,  in  the  more  turbulent  Tranf^ 
ports  of  tbe  Heart,  Booth  apaa  bore  die  Palm, 
and  all  Onnpetttors  b^iind  him.  A  Fr&  per- 
hap  will  fet  this  Difiereoce,  in  a  clearer  L^ht. 
I  have  formerly  &en  H^tfir  a&  Otbeihj  and 
B«>tb  the  Earl  tf  Eftpt,  in  whidi  they  hath. 
pufcarried  :  Ndther  the  tsclamatory  Rage, 
or  Jealouiy  of  the  cue,  or  the  plaintive  Dif- 
trei&s  of  the  other,  were  happily  executed, 
or  became  eidicr  of  them  ;  mough  in  die 
ctMitrary   Charaftcrt,    they  vere  both  cxc^- 

IVhen  an  AAorbscomes,  and  natunUy  Looks 
the  Cbaradler  he  Aands  in,  I  have  often  ob- 
(erv'd  it  to  have  had  as  fortunate  an  E&^  and 
as  much  rectKnmcndod  him  to  the  Approba- 
tion c€  ths  common  Auditors,  as  the  moft  oor- 
red,  CT  jndicioos  Utterance  of  die  ScntimcDts  z 
Tins  xm  ftrongly  vifiUe,  in  the  fiurounble 
Reception  Wilks  met  with  in  Sa/nlet,  where  I 
own  the  Half  of  what  he  fjmke,  was  as  pain- 
fol  to  my  Ear,  as  every  Line,  that  came  from 
Better fm  "was  charming  j  arid  yet  it  is  not  im> 
pefiible,  could  th^  have  come  to  a  PoD,  but 
ff^iks  might  have  had  a  Majority  of  Admirers : 
However,  itich  a  Divifion  had  been  no  Proof, 
that  the  Pneeminence  had  not  ftill  remain 'd  in 
Bettertm ;  and  if  I  Ihould  add,  that  Bcotb^oa^ 
■was  behind  Betterton  in  OtbflU,  it  wotAd^  be 
laying  no  more,  than  Bottb  himlelf  had  Judg- 
ment, and  Candour  enough  to  know,  and  coa- 
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(e&.  And  if  both  he,  and  mUa^  are  allow'd, 
in  the  two  above-mendon'd  Charaflers,  a  le- 
cond  Plabe,  to  fa  great  a  Mafter,  as  B^terton^ 
it  will  be  a  Rank  of  Praifc,  that  the  beft  Ac- 
tors, fincemy  Time,  might  have  been  proud 

I  am  now  c(»ne  towards  the  End  of  that 
Time,  through  which  our  Affairs  had  long  gone 
forw^d  in  a  fettled  Coarie  of  ^xilperhy.  From 
the  Viiible  Errors  of  fermer  MahagemeAts,  we 
had,  at  laA,  ibahd  the  ncce&ry  Means  to 
bring:  our  private  Laws,  and  -Orders,  into  the 
genial  Obfervance,  and  Approbatioii  of  oar 
Society  :  Diligence,  aad  NegleA,  were  under 
ah  equal  £ytf  ;  the  one  never  fiiPd  of  its  Re- 
ward^ and  Ae  other,  by  being  very  larely  ex- 
cu&d,  was  leis  frequently  comthitted.  •  Tou  are 
now  to  confider  us  th  our  heig^  cifFavour,  tod 
(o  much  in  &fhion,  with  thepoSter  partof  the 
Town,  that  our  Houfe,  every  iSdftfriMjp,  leem'd 
to  be  the  appoiqted  Aflembly  of  die  Firft  La- 
dies  bf  Quality:  Of  this  too,  the  cocnmoa 
$pe£tators  were  fo  well  apprized,  that  (x  twen- 
ty Years  JuccefSvely,  on  that  Day,  we  fcarce 
ever  M*d  of  a  crowded  Atidience  ;  for  whidi 
Odcafion  we  particularly  itfcrv'd  our  beftPky^ 
aded  in  the  bcft  Manner  we  could  give  them. 

Among  our  many  necei^ry  Reformations ; 
*hat  not  a  little  prefcrv'd  to  us  the  Regard  of 
our  Auditors,  was  the  Decency  of  our  clear 
Stage  J  from  whence  we  had  now,  for  many 
Years,  fliut  out  thofe  idle  Gentlemen,  who 
feem'd  more  delighted  to  be  pretty  Object 
them- 
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diemlelves,  than  capable  of  any  Pleafure,  from 
the  Play :  Who  took  their  daily  Stands,  where 
.  they  might  beil  e\boit  the  Ador,  and  come  in^ 
for  their  Share  of  the  Auditor's  Attention.  In 
many  a  labour'd  Scene  of  the  warmeft  Humour, 
and  of  the  raoft  affcfting  Faffions,  have  I  fcen 
the  beft  Aftors  difconcericd,  while  thcfe  buz- 
zing Mufcatos  have  been  fluttering  round  thek* 
Byes,  and  Ears.  How  wa«  it  poiHble  an  Ac- 
toi:,  fo  embarrafs'd,  fhouU  k^ep  his  Impatience, 
from  entering  into  that  diiferent  Temper  which 
bis  peribnat^  Chara^er  might  require  him  to 
be  MaflcjT  c^.  . 

future  Adon  may  perhaps  wifh  I  would 
fet  thifc  Grievance  in  a  {Wronger  Light ;  and, 
to  fay  tp^  Trath».  where  Auditing  are  ill-bred, 
it  caaa^  well  be  ezped^d,  that  Adx>rs  fhou^d 
be  polite,:  'I^  iqc .  therefore  ftiew,  how.fer 
an  Ardfi^4n<u^  Science  is  apt  to  be  hurt  .by 
any  fort  of  Inattention  to  his  Performance. 

While  the  famous  Orelli^  at  Rome,  was. 
playing  fome  mufical  Compofition  of  his  own» 
to  a  feletft  Company  in  the  private  Apartment 
of  his  I^tron-Cardinal,  he  obf^ved,  in  the 
height  of  his  Harmony,  his  Eminence  was  cn- 
gagingr  in  a  detach'd  Converfation ;  upon 
which  he  fuddenly  flopt  fhort,  and  gently  laid 
down  his  Infhument :  The  Cardinal^  furpriz'd 
at  the  unexpeified  Ce0ation,  afk'd  him,  if  a 
String  was  broke  i  to  which,  Corelli^  in  an 
faonefl  Confcience  of  what  was  due  to  his  Mu- 
fidc,  reply'd,  No,  Sir,  I  was  only  afraid  I  in- 
terrupted Bufinefs.  His  Eminence,  who  knew 
I  i  thit 
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that  a  Genius  could  never  fliew  jtfclf  to  Ad- 
ifjfltagc,  where  it  had  not  its  proper  Regards, 
took  this  Reproof  in  good  Part,  and  brbice  off 
hii  Converiation^  to  hear  the  whole  ipmcfrto 
play'd  over  a^in. 

Another  Story  will  let  us  lee,  what  Effeft  a 
tniftaken  Offence  ^f  this  kind  had  upon  {hie 
French  Theatre  ;  which  was  told  mcty  a  Gta- 
tleman  of  the  long  Robe,  then  at  Tarii^  and 
who  was  himrdf  the  innocent  AiUh6t'  of  it. 
-At  the  Tragedy  of  Zaire  j  while  the  celebrated 
MadcmoifcUe  Gc^n  was  delivering^a  SblUocK^, 
this  Gentlonan  was  feizM  with  a  fudden  jE^t 
of  Coaglung,  which,  ^ve  the  Aftr^  ■  fodie 
Surprize/ and  Interruption  j  and  hie '  Tit  "^ 
crcafing,  fhe  was  forced  to  i^nd  fileiit  fo'lbng, 
that  it  drew  the  Eyes  of  the  uiic^  Aiidlcnce 
upon  him ;  when  a  French  (jendetnan  le&n^ 
forward  to  him,  afk'd  him>  If  this  ASrefshad 
given  him  any  particular  Offence,  that  ke  txxk. 
io  publick  an  Occaiion  to  refent  it?  .The  £«^- 
iijh  Gentleman,  in  the  utmofl  Surpnze,  aiSiirod 
■  ium,  So  iar  from  it,  that  he  was  a  particiilar 
Admirerof  her  Performance;  that  his  Malady 
was  his  real  Misfortune,  and  If  he  appre^ea'd- 
cd  any  Return  of  it,  he  would  rathier  gint  Sos 
Seat,  than  difbblige  either  the  A(Sb-e&,  or  tbc 
AndieDce. 

This  publick  Decency  m  tJieir  T'heatte,  I 

-  have  myfelf  fecn  carried  ib  fer,  diat  a  Gciiue- 

man  in  their  fecmi  Lcge^  or  Nfiddte-CaOeiyy 

being  obfery'd  to  fit  forward  hiiQfell;  while  a 

Lady  late  behind  him,   a  loud  Number   c^ 
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Voices  call'd  out  to  him,  from  the  Pit,  Place  a 
la  Dame  /  Place  a  la  Dame  !  When  the  Perfon 
So  o^nding,  either  not  apprehending  the  Meah- 
irtg  of  the  Clamour,  or  poflibly  being  fome 
yobn  Trott,  who  fear'd  no  Man  alive  j  the 
Noife  was  continued  for  feveral  Minutes  j  nor 
were  the  Aftors,  though  ready  on  the  Stage, 
fuffer'd  to  begin  the  Play,  'till  this  unbred  Pcr- 
ibn  was  kugh'dout  of  his  Seat,  and  had  placed 
the  Lady  before  him. 

Whcuio-  this  Pi^tenefs,  oWerv'd  at  Plajrs, 
may  be  owing  to  their  Clime,  their  Complexion, 
or  ;thcir  Government,  is  of  no  great  Confc- 
quence ;  but,  if  it  is  to  be  acquir'd,  methinks 
it  is  pity  our  accompIiHl'd  Countrymen,  who 
every  Year,  import  fo  much  of  this  Nation's 
gawdy  Garniture,  ihould  not,  in  this  long 
Courfc  of  our  Commerce  with  them,  have 
broQght  over  a  little  of  their  Theatrical  Good- 
breeding  too, 

I  have  been  the  more  copious  upon  this  ' 
Head,  that  it  might  be  judg'd,  how  much  it 
ftood  us  upon,  to  have  got  rid  of  thofe  impro* 
per  Spcdators,  I  have  been  fpeaking  of:' For 
whatever  Regard  wc  -might  draw  by  keeping 
them  at  a  Diftance,  from  our  Stage,  I  had  ob- 
fcrved,  while  they  were  admitted  behind  pur 
Scenes,  wc  but  two  often  flicw'd  them  the 
wrong  Side  of  our  Tapcflry ;  and  that  many  a 
tolerabb  A^r  was  the  lefs  valued,  when  it 
-was  known,  what  ordinary  Stuff  he  was  made 
of. 

I  i  2  Among    . 
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Among  the  many  more  difagreeable  Diftref- 
fes,  that  are  almoft  unavoidable^,  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Theatre,  thoft  wc  (q  oftca 
met  with  from  the  Perfccutton.  of  bad  AutfawSf 
were  what  wc  could  never  intkely  get  rid  of. 
But  let  us  flate  both  our  Cafes^  and  then  fee, 
where  the  Juftice  of  the  Complfuot  li«.  'Tii 
true,  when  an  ingenious  Ind^ent  had  taken, 
perhaps,  a  whole  Summer's  Pains,  ifvuifp  Mi- 
nerva, to  heap  up  a  Pile  of  Poetry,  into  the 
Likenefs  of  a  Play,  and  found,  at  laft,  the  gay 
Promife  of  his  Winter's  Support,  was  r<^ei3ted, 
and  abc»live,  a  Man  almoft .  ought  to  be  a 
Poet  himfeif,  to  be  juAIy  .fenfiUe  of  his  Di- 
ilre(s  !  Then,  iivieed,  great  Allowances  ought 
to  be  made  &x  the  fevere  Rofledion^,  he  might 
lutorally  throw  ixpoa  thofc  pragmatical  Ac- 
tors, who  had  no  Scnfe  or  Tafte  of  good  Wri- 
ting. And  yet,  if  his  Relief  was  only  to  be 
had,  by  his  impoljng  a  bad  Play  upon  a  good 
Set  of  Afters,  methmks  the  Charity  that  firft 
looks  at  home,  has  as  good  an  Excufe  ibr  its 
Coldnefs,  as  the  unhappy  Objeft  of  it  had  a 
Plea  for  his  being  rcliev'd,  at  their  Expence. 
But  immediate  Want  was  not  always  coniefs'd 
their  Motive  for  Writing  j  Fame,  Honour,  and 
Parnq^an  Glory  had  fometimcs  taken  a  ro- 
mantick  Turn  in  their  Heads ;  and  then  they 
gave  thcmfelvcs  the  Air  of  talking  to  us,  in 
a  higher  Strain—  Gentlemen  were  not  to  bo 
Co  treated!  the  Stage  was  like  to  be  finely 
govern'd,  when  Adtors  pretended  to  be  Judges 
of  Authors,  £?■(■.  Bat,  dear  Gentlemen '  if  they 
,  •       i  were 
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were  good  Adors,  why  not  ?  How  fliould  they 
have  been  able  to  adt,  or  rife  to  any  Excel- 
lence, if  you  fuppofed  them  not  to  feel,  or 
underftaod  what  you  oJSercd  them  ?  Would 
you  have  rcduc'd  them,  to  the  naecr  Mimickry  ■■ 
of  Patrots,  and  Monkics,  tliat  can  only  prate, 
apd  play  a  |reat  many  pretty  tricks,  without 
Refloflidn  ?  Or  how  arc  you  fare,  your  Friend, 
the  inBtUible  J^dge,  to  whom  you  read  your 
fine  Piece,  might  be  finccrc  in  the  Praifes  he 
gave  it  ?  Or,  indeed,  might  not  you  Have 
thought  the  beA  Jodge  a  bad  one,  if  he  had 
difltked  it  ?  C<nifider  too,  how  pofiiblc  it  might 
be,  that  a,  Man  of  Senfe  would  not  care  to 
fell  you  a  Truth,  he  was  fure  you  would  not 
believe !  And,  if  neither  Drytien^  Congreve^ 
Sleeky  Ad4iJoni  nor  Farqubar^  (if  you  pleafc) 
f  ver  made  any  Complaint  of  their  Incapacity 
to  judge,  why  is  the  World  to  believe  the 
Slights  you  have  met  with  from  them,  are 
cither  andefervcd,  or  p^icular }  Indeed  !  in- 
-deed,  I  am  not  confcious  that  we  ever  did 
you,  or  any  of  your  Fraternity  the  leaft  In- 
juftice !  Yet  this  was  -not  all  we  had  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  i  to  fuparfede  our  Right  of  rqeiiing, 
the  Recommendation,  or  rather  Impourioa  of 
feme  great  Perfons  (whom  it  was  not  Prudence 
-  to  difoblige)  fomctimcs  came  in,  with  a  high 
Hand,- to  fupport  their  Pretcnfions ;  and  tlien, 
ccut  que  cmt^  adcd  it  muft  be !  So  when  the 
.  .fliort.  Life  of  rfiis  wonderful  Nothing  was  over, 
the  Aftors  vrere,  perhaps,  abus*d  in  a  Prefecc. 
.  for  obflru£ting  the  Succefs  of  it,  and  the 
113  Town 
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Town   publickly  damn'd  usj  for  oor.j^ivate 

Civilitjr. 

I  cannot  part  with  thefe  fine  GeotlcQiai 
Aathors^  without  mentiontng  a  ridiculous  X^ 
graccia,  that  befel  one  of  them,  many  Yean 
a^o :  This  folcmn  Bard,  who,  like  B^s^  on- 
ly writ  for  Fame,  and  Repatati<Hi ;  on  the  fe- 
cond  Day's  pablick  Triumph  of  his  Mt^ 
tnarching  in  a  ftatcly  foU-bottom'd  Perriw^ 
Into  the  Lobby  of  the  j^oufe,  with  a  Lady  of 
Condition  in  his  Hand,  when  rajfiog  his  Voice 
to  the  Sir  Filing  Sound,  that  became  the  Moath 
X)f  a  Man  cf  Sualityy  and  callinfe  out — Hey ! 
Box-fcccper,  where  is  my  Lady  fuch-a-one'l 
Servant,,  was  unfortunately  anfwer'd,  byhoncft 
yobn  Trotty  fwhich  then  happcn'd  t6  be  the 
Box-keeper's .  real  N'a.me)  Sir,  we  have  dif- 
mifs'd,  tbere  was  not  Compiny  enoi^h  to  pay 
Candjes.  In  which  mortal  Aftoniihment,  k 
may  be  fufiicicnt  tplcave  him.  And  yet  had 
the  Aifiors  refus*d  thisFIay^  what  kc^ntmoit 
might  have  been  thought  too  fevere  for  them  ? 

Thus .  was  our.  Adminiftration  often  cen- 
furcd  for  Accidents,  which  were  hot  in  odr 
Power  to  prevent :  A  pofla)Ie  Cafcj  in  tl)e 
wifcft  Governments.  If  therefore  fc«nc  Plays 
have  bfcen  -  prefcrr'd  to  the  Stage,  that  wcfe 
never  fit  to  have  been  feen  there,  let  this  be 
our^beft  Excufe  for  it.  And  yet,  if  tffe  Me- 
rit of  our  rqefting  the  many  bad  Plays,  that 
prcfs'd  hard  upon  us,  were  wcigh'd  againft 
the  few,  that  were  thus  impofed  upon  us,  oar 
Conduift,  in  gencrali  might  nave  more  Amend- 
uwots 
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meats  of  the  Stage  to  boaft  of,  thaii  Errors  to. 
anfwer  for.  But  it  is  -'how  tiQic  to  drop  thp 
Cu/taiih 

(VuTins  our  four  laft  Years,  there  happeo'd 
lb  very  Tittle  unlike  what  has  been  ^d  be.- 
£>re|  mac  I  ffisill  conchicle,  with  barely  men* 
tibniug  thofe  unavoidable  Accidents,  that  drew 
on  our  Di0bluti6n.  Xhe  firft,  that  for  ibmc 
Tears  had  led  the  ^y  'to  greater,  was  the 
continued  ill  State  of  Health;  that  rendcr'd 
Bcoth  incapable  erf  appearing  on  the  Stage,  The 
next  was  f}}e  Death  ofMrs.  Oidfield^  which 
Jiappen'd  on  the  izjd  of  O^o&fr,  .1730;  About 
,the  iame  Titiie  too  Mrs.  Pointer,  then  ia 
her  higheft  Reputation  for  Tragedy.  Was  loft 
to  us,  by  the  Mlsf^tuhe  of  a  diflocateS  Limb, 
^oni'  the  Weirtiimin|;'of  a  Qiai/e.  And  our 
laft  Aroke  Was  the  p^di  of  H^ith,  ia  Sep* 
.liftbiw,  in  the  Year  follQ,wing,  1731. 

NotwitMandiiig  fmJi  h-reparabte  Lpfies; 
whether,  .  whm  theie'  ^vourite  Adors  were 
-no  more  to  be  hsd^  their  SucceHbrs  might 
not  be  better  bom  widi,  than  fliey  conld  poC- 
(lUyhave  hop'i^  while  the  former  were  in 
being  j'  or  tlut  tte  gcnciality  of  Spcdators, 
"frooT  their  want  o€  Tafte,  were  cafier  to  be 
plcas'd,  than'  the  few  who  knew  better  :  Or 
that  at  wtirft,  our  Aftprs  were  ftill  preferable 
to'  any  other  Company,  of  the  feveral,  then 
,  fubfilling :  Or  to  whatever  Caufe  it  might  be 
imputed,  our  Audiences  vrere  iar  lefs  abated, 
.  tlwn  our  Apprehenfions  had  fuggcfted.  So 
t}ut,  Uiough  it  began  to  grow  late  in  Life 
I  i  4  witJh 
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with  me;  having  fUU  Health,  and  Strength 
enough,  to  have  been  as  ufeful  on  the  Sta^ 
as  ever,  I  vas  under  no  vUible  Neceffity  t^ 
quitting  it :  But  fo  it  faappen'd,  that  our  Su-  i 
viving  Fraternitjr  having  got  fome  chimerical, 
and  as  I  thought,  unym  Notions  into  their 
Heads,  which  though  I  knew  th^  were 
without  much  Difficulty  to  be  furmountedt 
I  chofc  not,  at  my.  time  of  Day,  to  enter  in- 
to new  Contentions }  and,  as  I  found  an  In- 
clination in  fome  of  them,  to  purchase  the 
whole  Power  of  the  Patent  into  their  own 
Hands ;  I  did  my  befl,  while  I  flaid  with  them, 
to  make  it  worth .  their  while  to  come  up  to 
my  Price ;  and  then  patiently  fold  out  my 
Share,  to  the  firft  .Bidder,  wishing  the  Crew, 
I  had  left  in  the  Ve&l,  a  good  Voyage. 

What  Commotions  the  Stage  ^.into,  the 
Year  following,  or  from  what  Provocations, 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Adors  revolted,  and 
fet  up  for  themlelve^  in  the  Utde  Hou(e,  in 
the  H^-Marketf  lies  not.  within  the  I^omiie 
of  my  Title  Page  to  relate  :  Or  as  it  might 
fet  fome  Perfons  living,  in  a  Light,  they  poi^ 
fibly  might  not  chufe  to  be  feen  in,  I  will 
rather  be  thankftil,  for  the  mvoluntary  Fa- 
vour they  have  done  me,  than  trouble  the 
Publick,  with  private  Complaints  of  £mcicd, 
or  real  Injuries. 

THE 
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RISE  and  PROGRESS 

O-P    THE 

J  .      ;        ■         ; 

Englifll  Theatre, 

FROM 

Its  earKeft  Be^nning,  to  the  Death  of 
Km%CHARLES  the  Firft. 

UxtraBedfnm  tie  Vrrfaet  to  the  CoUeaion  ot 
Old  Plays,  in  |2  ixU. 

I EFORE  I  proceed  to  my  princi- 
I  pal  Defign,  it  may  not  be  unenter- 
I  tainmg  to  the  Reader  juft  to  take  a 
a  View  of  the  great  Similarity  that 
appears  in  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  modern 
Stage, 
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Stage,  in  all  the  principal  CouDtries 
^iatf  .   itfMur^.     The  Italian  \^  pfn-lui» 
^ibeatre.    the  eariieit  of  the  modern  TheatresV 
^  nay,  ^ey  pretend  it  was  never  inV 

ti^y  iUeiU  froajt  ^e  Imperial  Times.  But 
tho'  th^  might  be  i^ia.^  inlipid  Baffboner!e» 
perfprified  by  icUe  People  ftroluBg  about  from 
Tewn  to  Town,  and  juftins  in  Qpen  and  .pub^ 
lick  Places  to  the  Mob  they  gathet'd  round 
them ;  yet  they  bad  no  poptry  tul  the  Time  pf 
ibs  *  Prcvenfs/s,  nor  any  Thing  like  a  Theatre, 
fttl  they  bogao.  to  eii^ibit  the  Mj^edfs  ef  lUj 
Hgion.  And  thefc,  at  is  affirmed  by  OSffom 
PandrolH,  in  his  jeforo  Nt^c^o  di  Koma^  be- 
gun bat  with  t&e  E((abli(hment  of  the  Frater- 
nity ^/  Got^aiew  in  the  Year  1264:  From 
the  Statutes  of  jy^u^  Company  he-  quotes  the 
the  fiillowing  Parf^aph.  *  The  prindpal 
•  Defign  of  our  Fraternity,  bei(^  to  rcprclent 

*thp 


At  fauttNoth.Their  Poetry  coafifted  of  juflonl  Sodei,  Sonoei^ 
Servnitt  and  Tt/r/iatj  i.  *.  Sidrtt  Mid  Lort-DiAntM.  And  fa 
UuLift  of  dirirPbttiittcfiKadPafoMoftbefiittD^)^.  Hi 
puticnlaT  th*  EmsBror  Fr^iaici  the  FuiB:,wd  Oiir  King  £ifi«i9', 
flrnamsd  Orw  di  Lim.  Thit  Poetty  kccitM  io  &ttf  Str^s  iii 
the  Death  of  7«««tbe Piift,  Qgeenof  N^a,  and  OMBtcQ  of 
Prtvm*  i  ^  iMitber  Ltvfit  t)w  EiiA,  Qer  adopted  Stmt  sat 
LtvniitxStcaaA.-  U*  9vcceC>r>  ftew'd  any  Regard  to  it.  I* 
fndt  rrtliPaifitfit  It  Cvmninetmnt  fgit  du  Italienn  for  £A 
there  be&rc  ZlMff  ware  n^er  JUuaten  Atn  Poea:  He  add 
Tmrarcb  were  Ui  ie*x  vr^it  ftmt^mti  it  U  f^^f*  bmUimm  j 
MMH  FtMiaiau,  pufitttrnt  UMrtfi»rcti  doM  U  Piefi*  Pru^twaU, 
'  Pa  11^ I U  RtcH.Mf. 
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^  the  Pallian  (£  y^fa^  Chri/l  j  we  ordain,  that 

*  when  the  Myneries  of  the  dad  Raflion  arfr 
■  reprefentcd,  our  antient  Orders  be  cyer  ob- 

*  ferv'd ;  together  witl^  what  £ball  be  prefcriU'd 

*  by  the  general  Congregatioh.*  But  Crefem~ 
Bint^  in  his  Hiftory  of  Poetry,  iays,  the  firft" 
Piece  of  this  Nature  was  written  by  Frana's 
Peiiari  on  the  Stoiy  of  Abrabam  and  l/aacj. 
and  afted  at  Florence^  in  the  Church  of  5/, 
Mary  Magdakn^^  about  1449 :  And  that  about 
the  iarae  time,,  or  Ibpn  after,  the  Hiftory  of 
Q}riji'&  PaiHon  was  iirft  reprefented  in  the  p>/- 
UUum  at  Rme.  Thefe  two  Accounts  I  wtQ 
Jcaw  to  be  adjufted  by  the  Criticks.  '      . 

The  Spanijh  Theatre  boafts  great  : 

Antiquity}  ^t  it  is  difiicuk  to  £x  Spahiflt 
m  i»'ecire  ^ra.  Their  firft  theatri-  Theatre, 
(sX  Pieces  wore  fmall  .Farces,  of  one 
Ai5l,  c»ll'd  ^ntermifes^  or  JdrdanaSt  which 
they  perform'd  in  Thorough-Fares,  or  th« 
jnoft  pnWick  Places  of  the  Towns.  The  Ac- 
tion of  the  piece  turn'd  upqi)  fome  Subj^  of 
ridiculous  and  low  Life ;  whjch  being  heighten '1$ 
with  Strokes  of  Wit  and  Satire,  and  perform'd 
with  antic  Geilurcs,  made  an  Entertainment 
iiot  much  unlike  the  Latin  Mimes.  To  thefe 
fucceeded  what  they  call.'d  the  Autos  Sacra- 
.mentaks  ;  being  indeed  Myfteries,  but  more 
-Artificial  than.thofcof  thereft  oiEuriT^,  which 
were  fitnple  Reprcfentations,  while  thefe  were 
-altvays  aUegtH-ic^l,  There  are  prodigious  Num- 
bers of  them  in  Spain,  but  Ujofe  of  Calderon 
are  f eckon'd  the  beft. 

The 
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The  French  pretend  to  draw  the' 
pi-encb  Original,  of  their  Drama  from  the' 
'Tbeatrt  Provenial  Poets  in  the  thirteenth 
'  "^'^  :  ■  Century.  I  fuppofe  becauic  one 
i^Quez,  who  idied  in  the  Year  1220,  is  men-' 
tion'd  by  Nofiradamus  as  a  good  ASor.  This 
Mart  by  going  aboqt  to  the  Houfes  of  the  No- 
bility, fmging,  dancing,  and  making  Faces, 
gain'd  not  only  a  good  Livelihood,  but  muc^ 
Applaufe. .  He  had,  they  tell  us,  the  Art  o£ 
fpeaking  either  in'  a  Man's  or  Woman's  Key, 
and  by  changing  his  Accent,  Gefture,  and 
Countenance  at  pleasure,  could  himfeli'  period 
nate  two  Aftors.  Thefe  kinds  of  extempore 
Farces,  or  Dialogpes,  contin'Jed  till  they  werp 
difplaccd  by  the  Exhibition  of  the  Myfteries. 
The  fir  ft,  of  which  we  have  any  Account, 
was.  the  Myftery*  of  the  Paffion,  reprefented  at 
'St.  Maur'B  in  1398.  But  the  French  Theatre, 
tho"  it  got  as  early  rid  of  theft  Barbarities 
as  any  other,  yet  continued  long  very  rude  and 
im|$erfe£t,  and  deftitute  of  all  good  Comedy 
'till  the  Time  of  Comeille  and  Moliere  j  the 
former  bom  in   1606,  the  latter  in  i6'2i. 

The  Butch  Theatre  had  its  Ori- 
Dutcb  ginal  from  what  they  call  in  that 
Theatre.  Country  Reden  Rycbkers  Kameran^ 
that  is,  Companies  or  Societies  of 
Rhetoricians  and  Poets,  not  unlike  the  Aca- 
demies m  Italy.  The  Members  of  thcfe  So- 
cieties were  tne  Wits  of  the  Place,  who,  when 
any  one  was  married,  buried,  prefer'd  to  an 
Office,  Gfc.  were  applied  to  iox  Epithalami- 
ums, 
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"urns.  Elegies,  or  Paiiegyrick.  They  alfo  cotn- 
pofed  theatrical  Pieces,  which  they  aftcd  in 
the  Society  Room  j  from  ivhence  thefe  old 
Pieces  are  cail'd  Society  Plays,  as  thofe  of  Itaij  . 
were  cail'd  Academy  Plays.  Sometifnes  the 
ReJen  Rycbkers,  or  Poets  of  one  Village,  went 
to  perform  their  Pieces  at  Fair-times  in  ant^ 
therj  which,  in  its  turn,  gave  the  firft  its 
Revenge.  Sometimes  agalil,  the  Poets  of  one 
Village  difputed  the  Prize  of  Wit  with  the 
Poets  ofanother,  in  eytciiipore  Rtces.  Thefe 
kinds  of  Entertainments,  if  they  can  be  pro- 
perly cail'd  theatrical,  are  &id  to  be  as  old  as 
the  Provinces  themfelves  :  But  the  moft  eminent 
Piece  of  their  more  refonti'd-  Theatre,  is, 
De  Speigel  dir  Mirme^  the  Mirror  of  Love  > 
written  by  Cdln  Van  RyffeU^  and  printed  at 
HaerUmvsx  \tfoi.  Thtuutchi  like  all  other 
Thcatris  in  their  State  of  Ignorance,  had  a 
great  Paffion  for  the  Marvellous.  In  one  of 
their  old  Tragedies  a  Princcfs  has  her  Lover's 

.  Head  before  her  on  a  Plate :  To  this  Ihe  fits 
down  and  addreiles  herielf,  and  receives  as  per- 
tinent Anfwers  as  ii  it  had  been  flllt  upon  his 
Shoulders.  But  the  I>uicb  Theatre  is  now  mote 
relin'd,  and  thefe  Extravagances  are  ietdom. 

■  reprefented  but  on  fome  State-holiday,  to  pleafe 
the  common  People. 

The  Germam  deduce  the  firft  Rife 
of  their  Theatre  from  the  antient    German 
Bards,  who  ufcd  to  fing  the  Elogics    Theatre. 
of  their  Heroes;  and  1  believe  with 
Juft  as  much  Truth  as  the  £r(itck  do  tlieirs 

from 
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from  the.  Pfffomfols.  To  tbcfe  Bards,  they 
tell  us,  facoeedcd  their  Maft&-  Sanger,  that  is, 
Mafter  Singers  $  who  fbrm'd  them&lves  into 
Societies  in  all  the  principal  Cities  of  Germ&rf, 
One  of  thefe  meny  Societies  is  actually  fubfift- 
ing  at  Strejbttrg  to  this  Day,  compofed  of 
Shoemakers,  Taylore,  Weavers,  Miliere,  ^c. 
who  enjoy  certain  Privileges,  which  they  pre* 
tend  were  granttd  them  ^  Otbo  the  Great  tad 
Maximilian  the  Firft :  But  neither  did  thefe  at- 
tempt any  thing  dramatick  till  after  the  fiiteentfa 
Gentuty,  About  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth, 
a  Shoemaker  at  Nitrem&urgb^  named  Mum- 
Jacks,  compofed  many  dranoatick  Pieces,  both 
l&cred  and  pro&ne.  Among  the  ficft  are 
Adam  and  Eve,  Jacob  and  Bfau,  Bfiber,  To- 
Sias,  Job,  Judith,  the  PradigalSm,  and  others  5 
amODgft  uit  latter  are,  Jocajla^  Charm,  Qri- 
feidst  the  Judgment  rf Paris,  and  many  others. 
And  this  Snoemaker  is  now  in  as  much  Ho- 
nour ftmongft  them  for  his  iSeries  in  Poetry, 
as  Jdc^b  hebman^  another  ofthe  &me  Craft, 
for  ha  Myfieries  in  Divinity.  But  all  thefe 
'  were  very  rude  impeifed  Pieces  ;  nor  did  the 
'G^rmm  Theatre  arrive  to  any  tolerable  Per* 
ft£Uon  till  ai^  the  Year  1626,  when  a  Omb- 
pony  of  Zhiffi*  Players  went  to  Hambna^,  and, 
by  exhibiting  ibmePieces  of  a  more  per&A 
kind,  led  them  to  a  better  Tafte.  It  is  not 
fort^  Years  fince  the  Myftery  of  the  Paffitxi 
■was  exhibited  at  Fsenaa.  It  confifted  of  five 
A^,  and  reprelented  in  order  the  Terrelbiei 
Faradife,  the  Creation  dAdam  aiid£tv,  cheir^ 
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Fall,  the  Death  of  Jbel^  Mofes  in  the  Ddait, 
the  Travels  of  Jofepb,  Mary^  and  the  Child 
7Waj  into  Egypt,  Jefm  was  rtprefcntcd  by  a 
fiift  grown  Lad ;  but  to  Ihew  that  he  was  a 
Child,  they  fed  him  on  the  Stage  with  Spoon- 
Meat.  Then  you  law  him  dilputiog  with  tlie 
Dodors  in  the  Temple^  his  Prayer  In  ^c  Oat- 
den,  hi^  Seizing,  his  I^fiion,  'his  Death' on  the 
Oofs,  and  his  Burial,  which  clofed  the  Rb- 
-^refentation:  Thus  all  the  modern  Thcatits 
in  Europe  began  with  Sitiging,  Dancing,  arid 
extempore  Dialogues  'or  Farces ;  from  thence 
they  proceeded  to  the  Myfteries  of  Re%iob» 
and  till  the  fixteenth  Century  none  of  thehi 
'attempted  to  exhibit  either  Tragedy  or  'Cb- 
me^. 

I  come  flow  mtire  particufary  to 

jconfider  the  Rife  and  Pr6gte&  of  the    EagH/b 

EngUJb  Stage,  which  Was  the  Jtfih-    tbeatte, 

cipal  Defign  of  this    Preface.     It 

is  generally,'  I  believe,    imagined,    that  Ae 

EngUJb  Stage  rofe  kter  thin  the  left  '6f  Its 

Neighbours.    Thbfe  in  this  Oi^ion  will,  frir- 

.    haps,  woftder  to  be  told  of  Theatricai  Enter-' 

tainmcnts  almbft  as  eariy  as  the  Cboqtiell ; 

'and  yet  nothing  is  more  cdrt^n,  Ef  .yen  ^wtil 

believe  an  honeft  Monk,    one  WiUiUm  SSftr- 

~  pbdftiJes,  <x  Fitz-St^hen,   In  his  DefeH^o 

N<^lijima  -^Civifafis  Lentiinite,    who  writes 

Uius  J  +  "  Jjondon,  inftead  of  common  Inter- 

*<  hides 

'f  Lomkolc  pn>  fpeOacnlit  E)watnlil)U9,.no  ladi>  (cmoi*. 
loMi  LkbcBt  lanaiores,  itpnfeiitatioBcsiiiiraauonuo,  tpm  AnAi 
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*'  ludes  belonging  to  the  Theatre,  hath  Plays 
"  of  a  more  holy  Subjoft  j  Reprefentations 
'*  of  thofc  Miracles  which  the  holy  Cotifci*- 
**  fors  wrought,  or  of  the  Sufferings  wherein 
"  the  glorious  Conftancy  of  the  Martyrs  did 
**  aj^jcar."  This  Author  was  a  Monk  of 
Canterbury ^  who  wrote  in  the  Reign  ofHmry 
II.  and  died  in  that  of  Richard  I.  J191  : 
And  as  he  does  not  mention  thefc  Reprefen- 
tations as  Novelties  to  the  People,  {for  he  is 
defcribing  all  the  common  Diverfions  in  vSc 
at  that  time)  we  can  hardly  fix  them  lower 
than  the  Conquefl.  And  this  I  believe  is  an 
earlier  Date  tnan  any  other  Nation  of  Europe 
can  produce  iox  their  Theatrical  Reprefenta- 
tions. About  140  Years  a^er  this,  in-  the 
Reign  of  Edward  \\\.  it  was  ordained  by  Aft 
of  Parliaoient,  that  a  Onnpany  of  Men  called 
VagrtmU^  who  had  made  Mafquerades  thro' 
the  whole  City,  fliould  be  whJpt  out  of  Loti" 
don,  becaufe  thqr  reprefented  fcandalous  Things 
in  the  little  Alehoufes,  and  other  Place;  where 
the  Populace  aflemblol.  What  the  Nature  of 
thefe  fcandalous  Things  were,  we  are  not  told  ; 
whether  lewd  and  obfcxne,  or  impious  and 
pro&ne :  But  I  fliould  rather  think  the  former, 
ibr  the  Word  Mafquerades  has  an  ill  Sound, 
and,  I  believe  they  were  no  better  in  their  In- 
fency  than  at  prefent.     'Tis  true,  the  Myjieries 

of 

confefibrn  (qwnti  font,  fen  reprefmtitionM  paffionom,  qgrbai 
cUrait  conftdBCia  manyra^,  Tbg  wfagle  Pitce  it  [^eterv'd  Ut 
Stavf,  and  li  itiy  cnriou. 
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of  Religion  were  foon  after  ^this  Period  made 
very  free  w-th  all  over  Europe,  being  rcpre- 
fented  in  fo  ilupid  and  ridiculous  a  manner, 
that  the  Stories  of  the  New  Teflameni  in  parti- 
cular, were  thought  to  encourage  hibertinifm 
and  Infidelity.  In  all  ProbaHlity  therefore  the 
Alters  laft  nientidned  were  of  that  Species 
called  *  Mummers  i  thefe  were  wont  to  ftroU 
about  the  Country  dreft'd  in  an  antick 
Manner,  dancing,  mimicking,  and  fhewing 
Poftures.  ThisCuftom  is  ftill  continued  in 
many  Parts  of  England ;  but  it  was  formerly 
fo  general,  and  drew  the  common  People  fo 
much  from  their  Bulinefs,  that  it  was  deemed 
a  very  pernicious  Cuftom  :  And  as  thefe  A/bot- 
•ffUTi  always  went  mfaflc'd  and.difguis'd,  they 
but  too  fi^uently  incuftraged  them:felves  to 
commit  violent  Outf  ages,  and  were  guilty  of  "f- 
many  lewd  Diforders.-  However,  as  bad  as 
they  were,  they  feeiri'to  be  the  true  original 
Comedians  of  £«^/tfff</;  and  their'  Excellence 
altogether  .confifted,  as  that  of  thfeir  Succef- 
f(M-s  does  in  part  Aill,  in  Mimtckry  aitd  Hu- 
mour. 

In  an  A£t  of  Parliament  made  the  4th 

Year  of  Hejtfy  IV.  Mention  is  made  of  certain 

JVa,H9rt,  Majter-Rjmtmrs,  Min/h^U^  and  other 

K  k      ,  Vaga- 

*  A  Word  figoiiying  one  who  ma&s  and  difgaifei  iHnifelf  ro 
play  the  Fool,  without  fpeaking:  Hence,  perbapc,  comn  oiu 
Country  Word  Mutn ;  holJ  your  tongue,  fay  nothing. 

.  f  t  hefe  Dlforden  afterwards  To  muc^  encreafed,  that  in  the 
third  Year  of  Htnry  VIII.  an  A£t  wa*  made  againfl  Manmtrf> 
in  wliich  the  Penalty  for  felling  Vtfon,  or  keeping  tbem  in  an/ 
Koufe,  wai  20  Shillingt  each  Vifor.     ViJt  SiaMii. 
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Vagabonds,  who  infefted  the  Land  of  Walet  % 
And  it  ii  enaBed,  that  no  Maftcr-Rimour,  Min- 
ftrel,  or  otter  Vagabond^  be  in  atvf  vnfefu/iain'd 
in  the  Land  of.  Wales,  to  mate  Commeitbs  or 
Gatherings  upon  the  People  there.  What  thcfe 
Mafier-Rimeurs  were,  which  were  fo  trouble- 
forae  in  Wales  in  particular,  I  cannot  tell }  pof- 
fibly  they  might  be  the  d^enerate  Defcendiints 
of  the  antieat  Bards.  It  is  alfo  difficult  to  de- 
cennine  what  is  meant  by  their  making  Com- 
mtnths.  The  Word  iignifies,  in  Wekh^  any 
Diilrid,  or  Part  of  a  Hundred  or  Cantrc^ 
containing  about  one  H^  of  it,  that  is,  jO 
Vill^es }  and  might  poffibly  be  made  uie  of 
by  the&  Mafter-Rimours  when  they  had  fix'd 
upon  a  Place  to  zGi  iv^  and  gave  Intioution 
thereof  for  ten  or  tv^vc  Miles  round,  which 
is  a  Circuit  that  I  bcliewwill  take  in  about  50 
Villages.  And  that  this  was  commonly  done, 
appears  from  Carew'i  Survey  of  Cfrnwtf//,  which 
was  wrote  in  QjJeen  EHz^ieth's  Time.  Speak- 
ing of  the  Diverfions  of  the  People,  "  The 
*'  Guary-Miracltt:  (fays  he)  iu  JSfff ^  a  Mira- 
**  cle-Play,  is  a  kind  of  Interlude  compU'd  in 
**  Comijb^  out  of  f(Mne  Scripture-HIiWy.  For 
"  representing  it  they  raife  an  Amphitheatre  in 
**  foqae  open  Field,  havii^  the  Diaitaeter  of  this 
"  ii^cloc'd  Plain,  foroe.40  or  50  Foot.  The 
"  Country  People  flock  Irom  all  Sides  many 
-*  "  Miles  off,  to  fee  and  hcsr  it }  for  they  have 
**  therein  Devils  and  Devices  to  delight  as 
"  well  the  Eye  as  the  Ear."  Mr,  Carew  has 
not  been  So  exad  as  to  give  us  the  Time  when 
thde 
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thde  Guary~A£rMh  were  exhibucd  in  Com* 
ivail ;  but,  by  the  manner  of  u,  the  CuAona 
femis  to  be  very  anticDt. 

The  Year  1^78  Is  the  earlieft  Date  I  caa 
iind,  in  which  expnds  moition  is  made  of  the 
Rcprefentation  of  Myftcries  in  England,  la 
this  Year  the  Scholars  rf  PauH  School  jwe- 
fentcd  a  Petkion  to  Richard  II.  praying  his 
Majcfly  "  to  prohibit  ibme  unexpert  People 
"  from  prefcntiog  the  Hiftory  pf  the  Old 
*'  Teftament,  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  . 
"  faid  Clergy,  whb^have  been  at  great  Ex.- 
**  pence  in  order  to-  repre&nt  it  puMicWy  at 
■*  Cbrifimas."^  Abotit  twdTc  Years  afterwards, , 
tus!.  in  1390,  theParifh-Clerks  of  Liondon  are 
Jaid  fio  have  pky'd  incerludcs  at  Skinners  fVeUt 
Jufy  16,  r$,  tnd  20rii.'  Andagain,  in  1409, 
tlw  tenth  Yt&r  of  Htmy  IV.  they  afted  at 
CUrkenwell  (which  took  its  Name  from  this 
Cuftom  of  the  Pariifa  ^erks  aftiug  Plays  there) 
for  eight  Days  fucceflivelf,  a  Play  concerning 
the  Creation  of  the  World,  at  which  were  pre- 
fent  moft  of  the  Ndbillty  and  Gentry  of  the 
Kingdom.  Thefe  Inftances  are  fufficient  to 
prove  that  we  had  the  Myfteries  here  v»y  early, 
tho'  perhaps  not  fo  fopn  as  fome  of  oar  Neigh- 
bours. How  long  they  continued  to  be  exhi- 
bited amoHgft  us,  caanot  be  exaiftiy  determined. 
This  Period  one  might  call  the  dead  Sleep  of 
the  Mufcs.  And  when  this  was  over,  they 
did  not  prefcntly  awake,  but,  in  a  kind  of 
Morning  Pream,  produced  the  Mr-<d!rV/M  thM 
followed.  However,  thefe  jumbled  Ideas  had 
K  k  a.  fomfi 
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Jbme  Shadow  of  Meaning.  The  Myfteries  only 
reprerented,  in  a  fenfelcfs  manner,  ibme  mi- 
raculous Hiftory  from  the  Old  or  New  Tefta- 
ment :  But  in  thefc  Moralities  fomething  of 
Delign  appear 'd,  a  Fable  and  a  Moral ;  fome- 
thing alfo  of  Poetry,  the  Virtues,  Vices,  and 
other  Affedions  of  the  Mind  being  frequently 
perfonified  •.  But  the  Moralites  were  alfo  very 
often  concerned  wholly  in  religious  Matters. 
Por  Religion  then  was  every  one's  Concern, 
and  it  was  no  Wonder  if  each  Party  employed 
ail  Arts  to  promote  it.  Had  they  been  in  Ufc 
Jiow,  they  would  doubtleis  iiave  tamed  as 
.much  upon  Politicks.  Thus,  the  New  Cuf- 
foirti  which  I  have  chofen  as  a  Specimen  of 
this  kind  of  writing,  vraM  certainly  intended 
to  promote  the  Reformation,  when  it  was  re- 
vived in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eiiza6etb.     And 


*  Ib  an  oU  Morality,  entitled,  AH  fir  lf»^g,  ibe  Pcrfba* 
oT  the  Drama  an  ; 


7iw%. 

Satan. 

Scinee. 

Pridt. 

4rt, 

Glmte»f. 

JJiJalitn. 

Ljt^rftfJt^  txMfpCMt  viWMJm 

Go^h  AMumtin. 

Mifihin^Mi  Hflp. 

Fltafirf. 

H,IU)I,/,. 

PrtftfireUafiirt. 

t-'y  bil. 
(i,,gttyGraetlr/l. 

St^ifi  h  Sim. 

Thtut. 

M.,t„-Cndl. 

Hmmiliij. 

■J,^,,. 

Cborily. 

Dim. 

Jill  fir  MsMff. 

And 

W,m<m  •tuh  tU  nx  Wiv.-,. 
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in  the  more  early  Days  of  the  Reformation, 
it  was  fo  common  for  the.Partizans  of  the  old 
Dodtrines,  (and  perhaps  alfo  of  the  new)  to- 
defend  and  illuftrate  their  Tenets  this  Way, 
that  in  the  24th  Year  of  Henry  VIH.  in  an 
hdi  of  Parliament  made  for  the  promoting 
true  Religion,  I  find  a  Claufe  retraining  'all 
Rimors  or  Players  £t»m  tinging  in  Songs,  or 
playing  in  Interludes,  any  thing  that  fhould 
contradidt  the  eftablifh'd  DoSrines.  It  was 
alio  cuftomary  at  this  time  to  a<ft  thefe  moral 
and  religious  Drama's  in  private.  Houfes,  for 
the  £dification  and  Impovement,  as  well  as 
the  Diverfion  of  well-difpofed' Families:  And 
for  this  Purpofe  the  Appearance  of  the  ♦  Per- 
fons  of  the  Drama  was  fo  difpqfed,  as  that 
five  or  fix  Aftors  might  reprefent  twenty  Per- 
fonages. 

What  has  been  laid  of  the  Myfterics  and 
McH^ities,  it  is  hop'd  will  be  fufficient  juft  to 
fliew  the  Reader  what  the  Nature  of  them  was. 
I  {houldhave  been  glad  to  be  more  particular^, 
but  where  Materi^  are  not  to  be  had,  the 
Building  muft'  be  dciicient.  And,  to  fay  the 
Truth,  a.  more  particular  Knowledge  of  tbefe 
Things,  any  farther  than  as  it  ferves  to  ftiew  the 
Turn  and  Genius  of  our  Anceftors,  and  the 
progreffive  Refinement  of  our  Langu^,  was 
fo  little  worth  preferving,  that  the  Lofs  of  it  is 
fcarce  to  be  regretted.  I  proceed  therefore 
with  my  Subjedl.  The  Mufc  might  now  bp 
K  k  3  faid 

•  Vi'dc  Nfo,  Cufm,  Vol.  I. 
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Taid  to  be  juft  awake  whed  {fae  began  to  trifle 
in  the  old  Interludes,  and  aitn'd  at  fomething 
like  Wit  and  Humour.  And  for  theft  •(-  y^ 
HfywooJihe  Epigrammatic  undoubtedly  ckims 
the  earliefl,  if  not  the  foremofl  Place.  He 
was  Jefter  to  King  Henry  VIU.  but  liv'd  till 
the  Beginning  of  Queen  EUzabftb'%  Bjoffu 
Gammer  Gurton'i  Needkt  which  is  generally 
called  our  firft  Comedy,  and  not  undeferved- 
ly,  appeared  foon  after  the  Interludes:  It  is 
indeed  altogether  of  a  Comic  Caft,  and  wants 
not  Humour,  tho'  of  a  low  and  fordid  kind. 
And  now  Dnunatick  Writers,  prop^Iy  fo 
called,  began  to  appear  and.  turn  their  Talents 
to  the"  Stage.  Henry  Parker^  Son  of  Sir 
WiiUam  Parker^  is  faid  to  have  wrote  jeveral 
Tragedies  aqd  Comedies  in  the  Reign  c^Hatry 
VJil.  and  one  Jobn  Hoker^  in  1535,  wrote  a 
Comedy  called  Pifcator^  or  the,  Fi^r  caagbt^ 
Mr.  JUcbard  Edwards ^  viho  was  boni  hi  1523, 
and  in  the  Beginning  of  Queen  Elizaietb'i 
Reign  was  made  one  of  the  GeotlemcD  of  her 
Majefty's  Chapel,  and  Maftcr  of  the  Children 
there,  being  both  an  escccllent  Mufician  and  a 
good  Poet,  wrote  two  Comedies,  called  one  Pd- 
lamon  and  jirdtty  in  which  a  Cry  of  Hounds  in 
hunting  was  fo  lycU  imitated,  that  the  C^een 
and  the  Audience  were  extremely  delighted : 

The 

t  Whit  Ae  Nature  t&d  Mcriti  of  hit  lAttrlndn  were,  m^ 
Im  ftiefi'd  ^  the  Speoimai  I  hmp  prcfcrr'd  of  them  in  th» 
Col^on.  f«.  TjifT  aMd  hit  m/f,  fht  DiAUitM  OiU,  tod 
feme  otben  of  the  lame  Cift,  fren  wmte  uumdiii^  laaa,  but 
UotUtUbttunhlR  Htjnumd. 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^k 


of  the  Englifli  Theatre.      503 
The  other  call'd  Damon  and  Pitbias,  the  twa 
faitbfulkji  Friendt  in  the  World.    This  laft  I 
have  infcrted.  A&xx  him  camz  Thomas  SackKtlk, 
Lord  Buckhurft^    and  Thomas   *  Norton^    the 
Writers  of  Gorhduc,  the  firft  Dratnatick  Piece 
of  any  Conffderation  in  the  Englijb  Langdage, 
Of  thefe  and  fome  others,  hear  the  Judgment 
of  Puttenham^  in  his  Jrt  of  Pjoetry,  wrote  in 
the  Reign   of  Queen  Elizabeth ;    "  I  think, 
"  fays  he,  that  for  Tr^cdy  the  Lwd  of  Busk- 
"  hurft^  anAMa^ex  Edward  Ferrers,  for  fuch 
«  Doings  as  I  have  feen  of  theirs,  do  dcferve 
"  the  higheft  Price  :  The  Earl  of  Oxford^  and 
«  Maifter  Edwards  of  her  Majefty*s  Chappcl, 
*'  for  Comedy  and  Interlude."     And  in  ano- 
ther Place  he  fkys, — "  But  the  principal  Man 
"  in  this  Profcffion  (of  Poetry)  at  me  fam« 
'*  time,  (viz.  Edward  VI.)  was  Maifter  £^ 
«  <ward  Ferrers^  a  Man  of  no  left  Mirth  and 
**  Felicity  than  John  Heywccd,  but  of  much 
«  more  Skill  and  Magnificence  in  his  Metre, 
«'  and  therefore  vrrote  for  the  moft  part  to  the 
"  Stage  in  Tr^edy,  and  fometimes  in  Comedy 
"  or  Interlude  j  wherein  he  gave  the  King  fo 
"  much  good  Recreation,  as  he  had  thereby 
"  many  good  Rewards."     Of  tliis  Edward 
Ferrers,  fo  confiderable  a.  Writer,  I  can  find 
no  Remains,  nor  even  the  Tides  of  any  Thing 
he  wrote.    After  thefe  followed  John  Lillie, 
K  k  4  famous 

*  Tlti>  Thamat  Nartn  w»  the  fame  Perfon  whs  had  a  Ham) 
with  SttmitU  inAHafUmi  in  feveral  of  our  fingiitg  PfaliMt  I 
tUiik  tkofa  tnnilaied  by  him  are  difliiigoiflied  b|^  I.cttei  H. 


504  7^.^  Risf.  and  Progress 
famous  in  his  time  forWit,  andfor  havinggreariy  . 
improved  the  EngHjh  Language,  in  a  Romance 
which  he  wrote,  entided,  Eupbues  and  bis  Eng- 
hndt  or  tbe  Anatomy  of  Wit ;  of  which  it  is 
faid  by  the  -f-  Publiiher  of  his  Plays,  "  Our 
"  Nation  are  in  his  Debt  for  a  new  Engiijb 
"  which  he  taught  them,  Eupbues  and  bis  Eng- 
'^  land  began  firfl  that  Language.  All  our 
•*  Ladies  were  then  his  Scholars,  and  that 
"  Beauty  in  Court  who  could  not  park  Eupbu- 
"  ifm,  was  as  litde  regarded,  as  flie  which  now 
"  there  fpeaks  not  French."  This  extrordinary 
Romance,  fo  &mous  for  its  Wit,  fo  falhionable 
in  the  Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  and  which  is. 
faid  to  have  introduced  fo  remarkable  a  Change . 
in  our  Language,  I  have  feen  and  read  *.     It. 

is 

\  Mr.  thunt,  w)io  publflhed  fix  of  his  Plays  in  the  Yetf 
1(31, 

*  A  few  Sentcncei  from  it,  vill  give  1  Taile  of  the  nuntKr 
of  iu  Compofition. 

"  There  muft  in  nrery  Triangle  be  three  Lines  i  the  firS  be- 
*' ghtneth,  the  fecond  AUgmenteth,  the  third  conclndeth  it  a  Fi- 
*>  gaic :  So  in  Love  three  Virtues;  AffeAion.  which  dnwetk 
"  the  Hear  ;  Secre''y,  which  ewreaieth  tbe  Hopej  Conftancy, 
«  which  finiOieth  the  Work  ;  Without  any  of  thefc  Rules  there 
"  can  be  no  Triangle  i  without  «ny  of  tbefe  Virtues,  no  Love^ 

Aj;ain.  "  Fire  cannot  be  hidden  in  the  Fliix  without  Smoke, 
"  nor  Mufk  in  the  Bofoia  without  Smell,  nor  Love  in  the  Breaft 
**  without  Suf^cion. 

Once  mote.  "  She  is  the  Flower  of  Coartefy,  the  Pidnre 
"  of  Cotnlinefi ;  one  that  jhameth  Fuaii,  bebg  fomewhat  fiurer, 
"  and  much  more  virtuout;  and  ftaineth  Bf«a«,  being  asdnfte, 
"  but  much  more  uuiable.  But  tbe  more  Beauty  fhehadt,  thd 
"  more  Pride  ;  and  the  more  Virtue,  the  more  Precifeneft.  7^ 
•'  Peacock  is  a  Bird  for  none  but  Jtau,  the  pove  for  none  b«t 
"  Vtjia:  None  mnR  wear  Fmai  in  a  Table  bat  Jlexaubr  j 
"  nooe  Balliu  in  a  Ring  but  Vtyffii:  For  as  there  is  bot  one 
«  ■  « Hioroix 
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is  an  unnatural  affeded  Jargonj  in  which  the 
perpetual  Ufe  of  Metaphors,  Allufions,  Alle- 
gories, and  Analogies,  is  to  pafs  fotz  Wit  \  and 
ftiif  Bombaft  for  Language.  And  with  this 
Nonfcnfc  the  Court  of  Qu^n  Eliza&etb  (whofo 
ti:nes  afforded  better  Models  for  Stile  and  Com- 
poiition,  than  almoft  any  fince)  became  mi&r-  , 
ably  infedlcd,  and  greatly  helped  to  let  in  all 
the  vile  Pedantry  of  Language  in  the  following 
Reign.  So  much  Mifchief  the  moft  ridicu- 
lous Inftrument  may  do,  when  he  propofes  to 
improve  upon  the  Simplicity  of  Nature. 

Though  Tragedy  and  tomcdy  began  now 
to  -lift  up  their  Heads,  yet  they  could  do  no 
more  for  fome  time  than  blufler  and  quibble ; 
and  how  imperfedt  they  were  in  all  Dramatick 
Art,  appears  from  an  excellent  Critlcifm  of  Sir 
Philip  Sidney  *,  on  the  Writers  of  that  Time. 

Yet 

«  Phonix  in  the  World,  fo  there  is  but  one  Tree  in  Araiia 
'•  where  ftie  baiMeth  ;  and  u  then  ia  but  one  Camilla  to  be 
"  heard  of,  Jb  thov  ie'bnt  ontC^/ar  that  Dtewitl  like  of.'" 
Hit  Fltyi  are  of  the  &me  Strain,  u  nuy  be  feen  by  Att  I  hare 
prcferv'd. 

■  Our  Tragedies  and  Comediei,  fkyt  be,  obferve  Rules  nci-' 
ther  of  honeft  Civility,  near  Mtbl  Poeo^r.  Here  you  flwU  have 
w^n  of  the  DOC  Side,  and  Afrki  of  the  other,  and  fo  many 
Other  nnder  Kingdoms,  that  the  Player  when  he  comes  in,  muA 
ever  begin  with  telling  where  he  is,  or  elfe  the  Tale  will  not  be 
conceived.  Now  you  Itutll  have  three  Ladies  walk  to  ga.theT 
Flowers,  and  then  we  muft  bdieve  the  Stage  to  be  a  Gardp. 
By  and  by  we  hear  Newj  of  a  Shipwreck  in  the  fame  Place, 
then  we  are  to  blame  if  wc  accept  it  not  for  a  Rock.  Upon 
the  back  of  chat  comes  out  a  hideous  Monfter  with  Fire  and 
Smoke,  and  then  the  miferable  Beholders  are  bound  to  take  it 
for  a  Cave  :  While  in  the  mean  time  two  Armies  flie  in,  repre- 
fented  with  four  Swordi  and  Snckien,  and  then  what  bard  Heart 

wiU 
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Yet  they  leem  to  have  had  a  Diipofitk»i  to  d* 
better  had  they  known  bow,  as  appears  by  the 
levcral  EfSom  they  ufed  to  lick  the  Lump  into 
a  Sfaape^*Fof  fome  of  their  Pieces  they^  adorned 
with  dumb  Shews,  fbme  with  Chorufes,  and 
feme  they  introduced  and  explained  l^  an  In- 
tcrlootinr.  Yet  imperfed  as  they  were,  we 
bad  made  a  &r  better  Progre^  at  this  Time 
^tn  our  Neighbours  the  Prencb :  The  Italtant 
mdeed,  by  early  Tranfiations  of  the  old  I>a-. 
mtuick  Writere,  had  arrived  to  greater  Perfec- 
tion, but  we  were  at  leail  upon  a  Footing  with 
the  other  Nations  of  Europe, 

But  now,  as  it  were,  dl  at  once  (as  it  hap- 
pened in  France^  though  in  a  much  later  Pe- 
riod) the  true  Drama  received  Birth  and  Per- 
icdi<m  from  the  creative  Geniusof^^^oiA^dr, 
FUtcber^  and  Jebnfony  whofe  feveral  Charac- 
t^s  are  fo  well  known,  that  it  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  to  fay  any  more  of  them. 

Having  thus  traced  the  Dnmatick  Mu& 
thro'  all  her  Cbaraders  and  Transfermatioos, 
till  flie  had  acqiured  a  reafbnable  Figure,  let  bs 
now  return  and  take  a  more  particular  View 
of  the  Stage  and  the  Adors.  The  firft  Com- 
pany of  Pky»s  we  have  any  Account  of  in 
IMory, 

w?,l  not  recdre  it  for  ajntched  PteMMfowof  'Hiite  tli^  aie 
much  more  liberal.  For  ontinuy  it  it  thit  two  roang  Pnocet 
fiUI  in  Love,  after  many  Tnrartea  Ihe  is  got  wub  Child,  de- 
livered of  a  ftir  Boy,  he  ii  lolt,  groweth  a  Wta,  fidlcdi  in  hawt, 
end.ia  readj*  to  get  another  Cluld  j  and  a?l  thb  in  twoHonn 
Spue :  which  how  d)Jiird  it  ii  in  Senfc,  eren  Scafc  maj'  Ina- 
gine.     Diftmet  •/  P§tfy. 
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Hiftory,  are  the  Children  fX  Paui's  in  1 378, 
mentioned  before  in  Page  499.  About  twelve 
Years  afterwards  the  PariCh  Clerks  of  Lorulon 
are  Aid  to  have  adled  the  Myileries  at  Sh'n- 
ners  Well.  Which  of  thefe  two  Companies 
may  have  been  the  earlieft,  is  not  certsia ; 
but  as  the  Children  of  PtfWs  are  firft  mcn- 
tiooed,  we  muft  in  Jufticc  give  the  Prioriqr 
(0  them.  It  is  certain,  the  Mjrfteries  and 
Moralities  were  a£led  by  thele  two  Societies 
many  Years  before  any  other  regular  Compa- 
nies  appeared.  And  the  Children  of  PauTt 
continued  to  a£t  long  aftef  Tragedies  and 
Comedies  came  in  vogue,  even  till  the  Year 
1618,  when  a  Comedy  called  Jaci  Drum's 
Entertainment  was  aded  by  them.  I  believe 
the  next  Company  reguUrly  eftabliflied  was, 
the  Children  of  The  RoyeJ  Cbaffl,  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  Qjwen  Elizebetb's  Reign,  the  Di- 
region  of  which  was  given  to  Mr.  Richard 
Ed-wardt  before  mentioned :  And  fome  &w 
Years  afterwards,  as  the  Subje^  of  the  St^ 
became  more  gay  and  ludicrous,  a  Company 
was  formed  under  the  Doiomination  of 
The  CbiUren  of  the  Revels.  The  Cliildrcn 
of  the  Chapel  and  of  the  Revels  became  very 
fitmcMJE,  and  all  Lillie's  Plays,  and  many  of 
.  Sbaiejpear'%j  yebnfm's,  and  others,  were  firft 
z&ed  by  them.  Nay,  fo  great  was  their 
Vogue  and  Eftimdtion,  that  the  common 
Flayers,  as  may  be  gathered  from  a  Scene  in 
Hamlett  grew  jealous  of  them.  However, 
diey  lerved  as  an  excellent  Kurfery  for  the 
Tbeatra, 
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Theatres,  many  who  afterwards  became  ap- 
{H-oved  Adtors  being  educated  among  theai. 

It  is  furprizing  to  confidcr  what  a  Number 
of  Flayhoufes  were  fupported  in  London  about 
this  Time.  From  the  Year  1570  to  the  Year 
1629,  when  the  Playhoufe  in  ffbite  Friers 
was  finifh'd^  no  lels  than  17  Playhouies  had 
been  built.  The  Names  of  moft  of  them  I 
have  collefted  from  the  Title  l^ges  of  old 
Plays*.  And  as  the  Theatres  were  fo  nu- 
merous, the  Companies  of  Players  were  in 
Proportion.  Befides  the  Children  of  the  Cha- 
pel, and  of  thte  Revels,  we  are  told  that 
Queen  'Elizabeth^  af  the  Reqiftft  of  Sir  J)-«»- 
€is  Wdfingbam^  ef^ablifh'd  ih  hflndfcHne  Sa- 
laries twehre  of  the  priiicipiat"PIay«r5  of  that 
Tim«,  who  went  under  the  NaiAe  of  hit  Ma- 
jefty'B  Comedians  and  Servants.  But  ezclu- 
five  of  thcie,  maiiy  -f-  NoWcmcn  retain'3 
Compahies 

*  St.  I^uVi  Singisg-fchool,  ibt  Gloie  m  the  SaxkfiiU  Sattk- 
vierk,  tit  Sv/oM  ami  tit  Heft  ibcrr,  tie  Ttrtuke  htvxm  Whitt- 
erafi-firttt  tmJ  G»ldi7i-Laue,  wbkh  MaitJaad  telli  na  wai  t|)e  fii4 
Playhoufe  erefted  in  LenJen,  iht  RtJ  Bull  in  St.  JtWt-firtttt 
th*  Oafs  Kryi  in  Grac*-Cl^r<h-ftritt,  Juni,  the  fbtatre,  tit 
Oirtain,  tie  Kur/ity  in.  Bmrbicen,  emi  in  BUtk  Ritn,  Mr  ht 
Whitt.  Pritri,  BV  in  SaU^uri-CoHrt,  etd  tht  Cockfil,  aad  tit 
Pbarmx  it  Drurj-lanc. 

t'  That  Sbiktfyiar't  Titui  Andnniaa  w»  afied  by  A*  Earii 
of  Dtrby,  Pemireit,  aod  ^ft>t'^  ScTvuu  ;  hii  finMe  and  ^itt 
in  1  ^96,  which  fome  lay  wai  his  firft  Play,  by  Lord  Hun/Hn't 
Servants ;  and  hh  Meny  Jfiwi  afWindfir  in  i6o2,  by  the  Lord 
Cbambtrlain's -Servants.  TheEail  of  ^ktilng^m.  Lord  High 
Admiral,  had  a  Company  in  159+.  and  in  i^qqite  PiMMir  tf 
Wakf field  was  afted  by  the  Earl  irf  Sujex\  Servants.  Tn  Ihortf 
Hayi  were  afted  by  the  Laivyen  in  the  Inm  of  Conrt,  by  tlw 
Studenti  of  Icveral  Halli  and  Colleges  .in  the  Unircrfitict,  mi 
even  by  Lendua  Prenticei ;  fo  that  now  the  Saying  waa  ^(A 
literally  tr  kc,  Tttui  Uiadiu  agit  Hip-itmim. 
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Companies  of  Playw^,  who  aftcd  not  only 
privately  in  their  Lords  Houies,  but  publickly 
under  their  Licenfe  and  Frote&ton.  Agreeable 
to  this  is  the  Account  which  Stew  gives  us— 
■"  Players  in  former  Times,  fays  he,  were 
"  Retainers  to  Noblemen,  and  none  had  the 
■"  Privilege  to  aft  Plays  but  fuch.  So  in 
"  Queen  Elt'zaietb's  Time,  many  of  the  No- 
"  bility  had  Servants  and  Retainers  who  were 
.«•  Players,  and  went  about  getting  their  Live- 
.*'  lihood  that  Way.  The  Lord  Admiral  had 
"  Players,  fo  had  Lord  Strange,  that  play'd  , 
*'  in  the  City  of  Umdm.  And  it  vras  ufual 
"  on  any  Gentleman's  Complaint  of  tbeifi' 
"  for  indecent  Reflc^ons  in  their  Plays,  to 
"  have  put  them  down.  ThiM  once  the  Lord 
.<•  Treafurer  fignify'd  to  the  Lord  IMayor  tt> 
>*^  have  theie  Players  of  Lord  Admiral  and 
.**  Lord  StroMgf  prohibited,  at  leaft  for  fome 
.".  Time,  becauie  one  Mr.  Ttlney  had  for 
**  fome  Rcafons  diflik'd  them.  Whereupon 
"  the  Mayor  fent  for  both  Companies,  and 
,**  gave  them  ftrift  Charge  to  forbear  playing 
**  till  ferther,  Orders.  The  Lord  Admiral's 
.**  Players  obey'd  j  but  the  Lord  Strar^e's  in 
."  a  contemptuous  Manner  went  to  the  Croft 
**  Keys^  and  play'd  that  Afternoon.  Upon 
"  which  the  A^ycn*  committed  two  of  them 
/*  to  die  Compter,  and  prohibited  all  playing 
"  for  the  fixture,  till  the  Trcafurer's  Fleafure 
"  was  &rther  known.  This  was  in  1589." 
And  in  another  Fart  of  his  Survey  oi  London^ 
fpeaking  of  the  Stege,  he  feys,  "  This  which 
•'  was 
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**  was  once  a  Recreation,  and  iis'd  diereibre 
*'  now  ami  then  occaitonally,  afterwards  l^ 
**  Abufe  became  a  Trade  and  Calling,  and 
"  ib  remains  to  this  Day.  In  thoCe  ^rmer 
**  Days,  ingenious  Tradefmen,  and  Gentle- 
"  men's  Servants,  would  foractimes  gather  a 
**  Cwnpany  of  thanfeWca,  and  learn  Inter- 
"  hides  to  expofe  Vicej  or  to  reprcfent  the 
**  noble  Adions  of  GUI'  Anceflors.  Tfaefe 
•*  they  play'd  at  Fefldvale,  in  private  Houies, 
**  at  Weddings  or  other  Entertainments.  But 
*'  in  Procels  of  Time  it  became  an  Occapa- 
**  tioa  {  and  thele  Plays  being  commonly 
'*  a£led  on  *  Sundays  and  Feftivd^  the  Chur- 
**  ches  were  &Hfaken.  and  the  Playhoufes 
**  thnmg'd.  Great  Inns-  werie  us'd  for  this 
**  Purpoie,  which  had  iecret  Chambers  and 
**  Places,  as  well  as  open  Stages  and  Galle- 
"  ries.  Here  Maids  and  good  Citizens  ChU- 
**  dren  were  inveigled  and  allur'd  to  private 
*'  and  onouet  OxanEts  j  here  were  pubUckly 
**  utter'd  popular  and  fedidous  Matters,  un- 
**  chafte,iuicameIyandtDn(hame&c'd  Speeches, 
*'  and  many  other  Enormities.  The  Con- 
**  fideratioa  of  tbefe  Things  occafion'd  in 
'*  15744  Sir  yames  Howes  beii^  Miiyor,  an 
*<  Aa  of  Common  Councel,  wherein  it  was 
**  ordain'd,  that  no  Play  flioold  be  openly 
"  aded  within  the  Liberty  of  the  City, 
"  whorem  ihould  be  utter'd  any  Words,  Ex- 
■•  amples, 

*  TteCdbmsfiai^onStnid^  pirfMjr  took  rife  fion 
Ac  Eibibiiion  of  ths  Myftcriet  en  that  Dw.  v^udi  '*"*  V^ 
CMdklend  M  n  Aft  of  IldigkiB. 
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"  amples,  or  Doings  of  ^y  Uochaftity,  So- 
*<  dition,  or  liich  like  unfit  and  imcomdy 
"  Matter,  under  the  Penalty  of  five  Pouods, 
**  and  fourteen  Days  Imprifonment.  That  no 
"  Play  fliould  be  aftcd  tiU  firft  perus'd  and 
"  allow'd  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of 
"  Aldermen  i  with  many  other  Rcftriftions. 
**  Yet  it  was  provided  that  this  A&  ^uld 
"  not  extend  to  Flays  (how'd  in  privatt 
*'  Houfes,  the  Lodgti^  of  a  Noblemao,  Cid- 
"  zen,orGentleman,for tbcCele^rationof any 
**  A^rriage,  or  other  Fefiivity,  wd  where 
**  no  Colle^ion  of  Money  was  made  from  the 
**  Auditors.  But  tbefe  Orders  were  not  fo 
"  well  obferv'd  as  tl^y  &ould  be ;  the  lewd 
*'  Matters  of  PUys  encreas'd^  and  they  were  ' 
*'  thought  dangerous  to  Religion,  the  Stat^ 
*'  Hooefty  of  Maqiiers,  and  0o  ht  In^ioo 
"  19  the  Time  of  Stcltnels. ;  Wherefore  they 
"  were  afterwards  for  fopae  Tipac  totally  fup- 
"  pref&'d.  But  upon  A|'P'^*^°i°  ^  ^ 
**  Q^en  and  the  C«incel  they  were  v^piiti 
*'  tolerated,  under  the  ipUpwing  ReArit^ioni. 
**  That  no  Plays  b(:  aAed  pa  Sundays  At  all, 
"  nor  on  any  other  HoUdays  ^11  a^cr  Evening  ' 
"  Fmycr.  That  no  playing  be  in  |1]«  Dark, 
*'  nor  continue  any  fucb  Tifl;t«»  bu<  »  any  of 
**  the  Editors  may  return  to  their  DfrdUngs 
"  in  Lendem  before  Sunfet,  or  at  leaft.  before  . 
**  it  be  dark."  That  the  Qijeien'p  Players  oiily 
J'  be  tolerated,  and  of  them  their  Numbo' 
"  aad  ccrtam  Names  to  be  notify'd  in  Uk 
;"  Lcrd  TrcftTurcr^  Letters  to  ihc'Lotd 
**  Mayor, 
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"  Mayor,  and  to  the  Juftices  of  Middlgfex 
"  and  Surry.  And  thofc  her  Pjajress  not  to 
"  divide  thun&lves  in  ieveral  -  Compuiies. 
"  And  that  for  breaking  aoj  of  dKfeOiders, 
**  their  Tolaatioia  ccafc.  But  all  thefe  Prcv 
**  fcriptiomwerc  notfufficient  to  keep  theih 
*'  witbb  due  Boond»i  but  their  Plays,  foabu- 
**  five  oftentimes  of  Virtue^  or  particular  Per- 
"  ibqs,  ^vc  great  0£^ce,  and  t)ccafibned 
many  Difturtxmcefi :  WiKnce  they  were  now 
and  then  ftop'd  and  prohibiced-.-'  Ibc^this 
long  Quotation  from  iS/tfw  will  be  CHsis'd.  as 
it  ferves  not  only  to  prove  feveral  Fads,  but  to 
(bow  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Stage  at  that  Time, 
and  the  early  Dqx<avity  of -it.  But  that  the 
Plays  not  only  of  that -Age,  '  twt-  long  before, 
■were  fometimes  Perfooal  Sttira,  appeass  fitnii 
ft  Manufcript  Letter  which  I  have  feoi  from 
^rjobn  Haiiies  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  fiar- 
leighj  found  amongfl  fome  Papers  belonging 
to  the  Houie  of  Commons,  in  which  the 
Knight  accufes  his  Lordfhip  of  having  iaid 
Yeverai  diflionourable  Things  of  him  and  his 
Family,  particularly  fhat  h^  Grand^ther,  who 
had  then  been  dead  feventy  Year6,  Wftfi  a  Man 
k>  remarkably  covetous,  that  the-  common 
Players  reprefented  him  before  the  Cbmt  w^ 
great  Applaufe,    ' 

Thus  we  fee  the  Stage  no  fboner  began  tb 
talk,  than  it  grew  fcurrilous :  And  its  ■  firft 
Marks  of  Senfe  were  feen  in  Ribbtdry  and  La- 
fcivioufiiefs.  This  occafion'd  much  Ofience  ; 
the  Zeal  of  the  Pulpit,  and  the  Gravity  of  thb 
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dity  equally  concurred  to  condemn  it.    Many  ' 
Pamphlets  were  wrote  oh  both  Sides.     Sifpbat ' 
Goffwi  in  the  Year  1 579^  publiihed  a  Book, '    - 
entitdl'd,  The  Sibsoi  of  jibufe^    or   a  pleafiOtt' 
Tttveilive    agai0      Poets,     Pipers^     Players^ 
Jefiers,  and  fuch  like  Caterpillars  of  the  Com^ 
momoealth :    dedicated   to   Sir  PbiHp   Sydney^ 
He  alfo  wrotcj  Plays  confuted  infiae  ASlions  i 
proving  that  they  are  not  to  be  fufFer'd  in  1 
CbriftiaH  Commonwealth  :    dedicated   to   Sir ' 
Francis  H^alfingbam,     The  Defendants  in  this 
GontttDTcrfy  Wete  'Tbsmas  Lodge,  who  wrote 
an'old  Hay,  call'd,  A  Looking-gbfs  for  Lon- 
don <tof/£nglandi  and  that  voluminous  Dra* 
matick  Writer  Thomas  Heyvcbod. 

But  to  proceed  :  The  Stage  foon  aiter  reco^i 
Vbr'd  its  Credit,  and  rofe  to  a  higher  Pitch 
than  ever.  In  1603*  the  firft  Year  of  King 
yames'^  RcigUj  a  Licenfe  was  granted  under 
the  Privy  Seal  to  Sbakefpear,  Fletcher^  Bur- 
hkge,  HemmingSi  Condel,  and  others,  autho- 
rizing them  to  adt  Plays  not  only  at  their  ufual 
Houfe,  the  Globe  on  the  Bankfide,  but  in  any 
other  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  during  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Pleafure.  And  now,  as  there  liv'd 
together  at  this  time  many  eminent  Players,  it 
may  hot  be  amifs  juft  to  fet  down  what  we 
can  collcfti  which  will  be  but  very  little,  of 
die  moft  conliderable  ofthemj  with  regard  to 
their  Talents  and  Abilities.  And  firft,  "  who 
**  is  of  more  Report,  lays  the  Author  of  the 
'•■  Return  from  Parnajits,  than  Dick  BUrbage 
"  And  ff^ill  Kerr^e  ?  He  is  not  counted  a'Gcn- 
L  1  "  tleman 
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**  tleman .  that  knows  not  DKk  Bur6age  and 
"H^iUKemf^:  Tb^e'ftnotaCouiK97.;Wq|cb 
",  that  can  ^josx  SelUnger's  Rot^B^^ut  caa 
"talk  oi  Dick  ,Burbagt  voA-^fViUJHifrpff;' 
B^hage  w^s  die  Betterton,  ZB^,,_Ke^n^  the. 
Noius  of  that  Age.  Burbage  was  the  ori- 
gififU  Rfcbard  the  Tku'd^.  4n<i  grea;!^  .4i^n- 
guUhed  hitnrelf  in  th^  Ck^n&cz  :  ^fHp^:  w^^ 
ioamitablc  in  the  Part  of  a  Clown,  t*  ,,Ha 
**  fijccceded  TarUton  (fays  Heywood}  as  well 
"  in  die  Favour  of  her  M^efl^jr  Qt!i0H>  S'Si^F*- 
'*  hetb^  as  in  the  Opinion  and  gooa  ^J^^j^^tt; 
"  of  the  general  Audienqe."  I^d  '^p3(^^»f^ 
faj»  &\z  Richard  Beifir  w  hi^  .Chf  ofticifc  ^ 
the  Part  of  a  Clown,  never  had  })i|i<Match> 
ncff  ever  w^U  have.  Tkp,  Epi^gph',  (f^  ^bi^ 
ia  preferv'd  in  Gam&den'i  Remai^,  a{^  .i%  ool}r 
^IT  BuRAACE.  TbA  Epilapji  c^  ^4n^«fr:ift 
prcferv'd  by  the  Jarae  Hiftorian  afs  fipilqws  & .,  -7 

H«r  j&itr  ^,  ftff$/s  Fax,  Fukt^Sf  jiSiia  fg^- 
Ex  HeracUta  rrddere  Dettf()crifum^  -  ^ 

.,  The  next  I  flwll  mention  is  Edvard  -Alkn^. 
the  Founder  of  Dulwich  Hojpital;  as  iamou& 
fiir  his  Honefty,  laye  Baker  ^  as  ^r  hia  Ading^ 
and  two  fuch  Actors  as  he  and  Burbage^  no 
^e  muft  ever  look  to  fee  again..  He's  a 
}&sx,    fays  Heywood  in  his  Pi^ologue  &»>  the. 

Whom 
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Whsm  ftv  may  rank  lAiib  (doing  no  more 

Wrmp 
Proteus  fit    ShapeSj    end  Rofciu*  for  a 

Tongue i 

Mear  alfo  BM  ^httfort,  whofe  Praife  is  of 
tftore  Weight,  as  it  never  wfl8  lightly  be-» 
Irow'd) 

T/Ko^tfi^reaf,  and  in  her  teifeji  ^e^ 
Ffor'd  not  to  hbajt  the  Glort'es  of  her  Stage^ 
JhfiilftA  Rofeius,  itnd  grave  iEfop,  li^^ 
iet  crown'd  iphb  ftoitours    as  witb  Riches^' 

tbent 
Who  bad  no  iefs  a  trumpet  of  their  Name 
Than  Ciceroj  tbbofe  very  Breath  was  Fame  i 
Hcko  cdnfo  gf^at  Example  die  in  mfj 
That,  Allen,  tjhould  paafe  topuhlijh  thee  P 
Who  both  their  Oraca  in  tbyfelf  baft  more 
Oui/lript,  than  they  did  all  that  went  before  % 
Atdprejent  Wtrtb  in  eU  dbflfo  eonfraSf^ 
As  others  JPeaki  but  only  thou  do/l  aS. 
Wear  this  ^mvm  i    %s  jufi  thai  w^  ^4 

give 
S(>  mAfff  Poets  Life^  hy  anejhould  Uliei 

'thomas  Green  was  fimous  for  performing 
the  Part  of  a  Clown  with  great  Propriety  ind 
Humour  J  and  from  his  excellent  Pefformaoce 
oftheChiut^erofBuW/if,  in  a  Comedy  writ- 
ten by  Mr,  John  Cooke,  the  Author  call'd  it 
afier  his  Name,  Green's  Tu  quo^e.  *'  There 
L  1  a  "was 
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"  was  not  an  A£lor,  fays  Heywood,  of  bis 
"  Nature,  in  his  time,  of  better  Ability  Jniiis 
"  Performance,  more  applauded  by  the  Au- 
"  dience,  of  greater  Grace  at  Court,  or  of 
"  more  general  Love  in  the  City." 

Hemmings  and  Cojidel  were  two  confidcraHe 
Adlors  in  moft  of  Sbahjpear's,  Johnfm's,  and 
Fktcber's  Plays ;  the  firil:  in  Tragedy,  the  laft' 
in  Comedy  I  But  they  are  better  knoWn  for 
being  the  firft  Editors  of  Sbakcjpear'%  Works 
in  Folio,  in  the  Year  i6i23,  fcven  Years  after 
his  Death. 

Lowin,  'taylor,  and  Benfield  arc  mcntroned 
by  Maffinger  as  femous  AiSdrs,"  In  a  Satire 
againft  Ben  Jobnfon  are  thefe  two  Lihes : 

Let  Lowin  ceafe,  andtsyXor  fiom  to  touch, 
^e  loathed  Stage,  for  thou  baft  made  itfiicb. 

X-ovfin,  tho'  fomething  later  than  Burhage^ 
is  fadd  to  have  been  the  firft  A&ot of  ffamJet, 
and  alfo  the  original  Henry  the  Eighth ; "  frottt 
an  Obfervation  of  whofeafting  it  in  bis  lat«* 
IJays,  Sir  William  Davenant  convey'd  his  In- 
ftruftion  to  Mr  Betterton- 

And  now  the  Theatre  feems  to  have  btcft' 
at  its  Height  of  Glory  and  Reputation.  Drama- 
tick  Aathors  abounded,  and  every  Year  pr6- 
duc'd  a  Number  of  new  Plays  :  Nay,  fo 
great  was  the  Pafljon  at  this  time  for  Shew  or 
Reprefcntation,  that  it  was  the  Faftiion  for  the 
Nobility  to  celebrate  their  Weddings,  Birth- 
Days,  and  other  Occafions  of  Rejoicings,  with 
Aiaiqucs 
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Maiques  and  Interludes,  which  were  exhibited 
with  furj-rifing  Expcncej  that  great  Archite<S 
JSk^o  "Jmei  being  Ircquently  employ'd  to  fur- 
nifli  Decorations  with  all  the  Magnificence  of 
his  Invention.  The  King  and  his  Lords,  the 
Queen  and  her  Ladies,  frequently  perform'd 
in  theie  Maiques  at  Court,  and  all  the  Nobi- 
lity in,  their  own  private,  Houfes  :  In  fliort,  no 
publick  Entcrtainnicnt  was  thought  complete 
without  them  ;  and  to  this  Humour  it  is  we 
owe,  and  perhaps  'tis  all  we  owe  it,  the  in- 
imitable Mafque  at  Ludk^  CajUe.  For  the 
iame  univerial  Eagerncfs  after  Theatrical  Di- 
verfions  continued  during  the  whole  Reign  of 
King  James,  .and  great  Part  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  till  Puritariifin,  which  had  now  gather'd 
great  Strength,  more  openly  oppos'd  them  as 
wicked  and  diabolical.  If  wc  may  judge  of 
this  Spirit  from  Frynne's  femous  HiJlrio-maftiXt 
or  Pla^s  Scourge,  it  appears  to  have  been  a 
Zeal  much  without  Knowledge.  This  was  3 
heavy  Load  of  dull  Abule,  publifh'd  in  1633, 
^ainft  Plays,  Players,  and  all  who  javour'd 
them,  by  William  Prynne^  Efq;  a  Barrjfter  of 
Lincoln' s-Inn.  The  heft  way  the  Parties  con- 
certt'd  thought  of,  in  Anfwcr  to  this  Work, 
was  to  publilh  all  the  beft  old  Plays  that  could 
then  be  found ;  fo  that  many  that  had  never 

ret  fcen  the  Light,  were  now  brought  forth : 
have.obferv*d  myfelf  more  than  Fifty  that 
were  printed  this  Year.    In  Ihort,  the  Patrons 
(^the  Stage  for  fome  fliort  time  prevail 'd  j 
Pryntu'^  Book  was  deem'd  an  infamous  LibeJ , 
L 1  3  both 
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5i8  the  Km  and  Proob^ei^s 
both  $^inft  the  Chucch  aad  Staite,  9£Si^  the 
Peers,  Prelates,  and  Magiftrates  ^  and.'partifc 
cularljr  againfl:  tbc  King  and  C^n,.  where  hs 
iays,  that  Prtnces  d<2ncing  in  their  «p«i*ftr,- 
-  Jbm,  -was  tb<  Caufe  sf  tbftr  un^imety  Entttt 
ffbat  our  Englifti  Ladiei,.jh(}nk  i^ndjrii&^ki 
Madam,  bad  loft  tbeir  Afi>d€fti(t,Tbat  Pia^ 
vfere  the  cHef  Delight  p/  /^  J^'^iU  ^i  ^ 
that  frequented  them  werf  dawt^d.  As  hc. 
knew  the  King  an4  C^ie^n  fi;^efited  flieoi 
daily,  this  was  thought  tc?  refie.(3:  on.<tbeIr,M4r 
jefties.  To  all  Mufick  he  h^  an  utter  Antipar 
thy,  but  Church- mu^ck  in  p^tj(;u%>  y/hkh. 
he  calls  the  Bleating  of  brute  Bf^u  and^yj, 
tbe  Cboriffers  bellow  the.  Tenor  as  if  tf>e^  •were 
Oxen,  bark  a  Q>unter-J>oint  like  a  Kenpel  $f 
■Hounds,  roar  a  Treble  as  if  they  were  SuUSf 
end  grunt  out  a  Bafe  like  a  Parcel  of  Bogl,  , 
For  theie  and  many  other  Parages,  U  was  or* 
der'd  to  be  burnt  by  the  Hands,  qf  the  com-t 
mon  Hangman:  "And  his  Sentence  was,  .to  bp 
put  from  the  Bar,  excluded  the  Socicty.cif  X/;v 
coUCs-lnny  and  degraded' by  the .  Univerfity  ,of 
Oxford,  to  ftand  in  tiie  Pillory  at  WeBmnfto' 
tind  in  (3>eapfide,  to  lofe  an  Ear  at  each  Place, 
and  ftand  with  a  Paper  on  his  -Head,  declaring 
his  Ofience  to  be  the  publifhing  an  in&inpa« 
Libel  a^inft  both  their  Mi^jeftieSj  '.  and  tOao 
Govecmnent ;  to  bo  fin'4  'Cooo  /.  apd  ffafifr 
})erpetual  Imprifonmcnt.  Tliis  Sentence  wa9 
executed  on  him  with  great  Rigimr.  Bat 
PaFitanifm,  from  a  thoa&nd  concnrrertt  Canft? 
t^ity  DiLy  gathering  Strength,  in  a  littk  time 
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^ /ife  En^ifli  Theatrb.    .^ig 

their-mahy  Reformsi^Dns  this  was  one,  the  t<^ 
Siipprefflon  bf  all'Pfeys  «nd  Play-houfcs. 

Thus  J  have  broaght  down  th«  imperft€t 
Eflay  on  the  Hifc  'and  Progr^fe  eftht  Engli/b 
■Stage,  'to  difc  Pei^od\wWch  1  at  *rft  intended : 
To  ^rfue  it -fitfther,  and  take  it  up  ag^in  iit 
the  keftoratiob,  when  a  new  •  Patent  Was 
granted  to  Sir  William  Davenant,  would  be 
necdleis  ;  tedaufe  from  that  time  the  Affairs  , 
of  the  Sta^e  are  tolerably  well  known,  lif 
what  J  have  done  ihall  give  any  SatisfadHon  to 
the  Curious,  it  is  moce  than  I  have  dared  to 
f romifc  myfelf,  from  my  own  Senfe  of  its 
g^eat  Imperfedion  ;  hut  I  hope  it  will  be  con- 
fider'd,  what  flendcr  Materials  either  the  Ig- 
norance of  thofe  Times,  or  the  Injury  of  fol- 
lowing, hare  afforded  us.  I  am,  as  it  were, 
the  firlt  Advfeninr^  on  thefe  Difcoveries,  and 
it  is  not  reafflij^fc'to  expefl:  more  Perfeftion 
than  is  commonly  .fbond  in  ttc  firfl:  Attempts 
of  this  Naturb.  AH  that  i  can  fay  is,  that  I 
have  thrown  togethet^  a  Number  of  curious 
Circumftances  on  the  Subjeft,  that  the  Reader 
would  Gx)^  £3r  with  great  Trojublic  elfewhere. 
JL  1  4  And 

*  Itiingriist-beBiiBfttotakeNodceof«Cku&!iiIhii7tteiit, 
whkKlky*,  *•  That.wbemi !)»  Women'i  Farts  ia  Fbyi  bare 
"  hithenotxcnaAcd  byMcnin  tlic  Habittof  Women,uwUc(i 
'*  fome  liave  ukcQ  Offence,  wa  do  pcnnit  and  give  Leave,  kt 
"  du  timAftO.CDne,  tlut  aB  Woipen'*  Ram  be  t&edhy  Wo-' 
"  mea."  And  fiooi  tUi  time  WvnuBbegcaWippawifOQtli* 
Stage. 
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5*0   ,  7Z«  Rise  a»(/ Progiiess,  ^c. 
And  if  the  Novdty  of  then»  fhonld  excite  the 
Curiofity  o£  any'  Peribn  of SfilKfW'BiSVV'C 

ter  Health,  or  mqrcLeifii^^^^wljffljy^^ 
Enquiry  into  this  Matet/^Ej     '' 
oblige  me,  and  perhaps  tffm:^ 
enough  for  me  that  I  havpj'.W^ 
been    the  firft,  however  ftjlS-ayif, 
veter.  ■    BK<m<S 
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A 

DIALOGUE 

O    N 
Old  PLAYS  and  Old  PLAYERS. 


Lovewitf  Trueman. 

Lovewif. 

f  ONE  ST  old  Cavalier!  well  met, 

p  *^ith  I'm  glad  to  fee  thee. 

I       itruem.  Have  a  care  what  you 

i  call  me  j  Old  is  a  Word  of  Diigrace 
among  the  Ladies  j  to  be  honeft  is  to  be  poor 
and  ibdiih,  (as  feme  think  j)  and  Cavalier  is 
a  Word  as  much  out  of  Fafliion  as  any  of 
'em. 

Lovew, 
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Levevf.  The  more*$  the  Phy :  but  what 
£ud  tfa<  FwtOM-teller  in  Ben  Juhnfin^s  M^  of 
Cy^i  t&  Ae  then  Lorti  Ptivy  Seal  ?, 

IkneficniOUj 
Jn  tbofe  tbe  good  Part  if  a  Forfwie'ii  /afit 

•frum;.  StnJohnpm^-\«m  -dare  yduoatne 
Bat  -Jdmfm  in  theft  Times,  when  we  have 
fuch  a  Croud  of  Poct^  of  %  quite  different  Ge- 
nius ;  the  Ipaft  of  which  thinks  himfelf  as  well 
able  to-  eorreA  Befi  JahftfoK,  as  he  could  a 
Country  Schtsol-Miftreis^that  taught  tff^lpefl  ? 

Lovxw.  We  hav^,  indeed.  Poets  of  a  diflfer- 
rent  Gct\ius  j  fo  are  tht  Pkys :  but  m  mj^ 
Opinion,  they  are  all  of  '«n  (fomc.  'few  tx- 
ceptedi}  as  mtch  bKeikt  £6  'thbf^  ^  tdtqatr 
Times,  as  the  Aftort  now  in  being  Cgcncrally 
fpcaking)are,  comparM  to  Hart^  Mc^JuOj  Burt^ 
Lit^j  GuH^  and  ^atWel-^  for  I -cm  natch  np 
fiiitner  backward. 

^  Tnum^  I  caa  j  and  ddre  ofiare  y^u,  if  my 
Fancy  awd  Memo^  are  not  partial,  (for  Mci> 
of  lii^-'Age  fte  apfto-be  over-indulgent  to  the- 
Thpught*  crf'Ttbeir  youphfuj  Pays)  I  fey,  the 
Aftors  that  'I.htfVc'fe'en'b6fot?'the'W'are,  l^owin, 
H^hr,  F6Usrd;%x&  fbHRtJthcfs,  "were  ^nctft 
as  far -beyond  JXiW  and  histon^jany^  as  thoijb 
wetc  beyond  thefeiiywic£  Being.    '  . 

tovew.  Irfm  wllHilg'to Relieve  It; 'btttean- 

^ot  readily  i   beGtufc  I'h&Vt  beeo  toM,  .ttat 

thofe  whom"  I  toeAtion'd,"Wcre  bt-ea'op  ^der 

the  oAcrs  of  your  Acquaintance,  and  folicr^n^U 

their 
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Old  Pkys  and  013  Players,     j  i  j 

their  imnmr  of  Aftion,  wfaicji  it  now  loftt 
60  ki^  that  when  the  Queflion  has  been  atk't}, 
why  thefeiPlayars  do  notTcwve  the  SItmt  Wt- 
man,  and  fome  otlier  of  Jebnfon'i  Piays  ?  (oncb 
'  of  higheft  Eftetm)  they  haw  ailfwered, 
truly,  becaufe  there  are -none  now  living  Wht» 
can  rightly  hainour  thole  Parts,  Ibr  all  who 
related  to  the  Sbci-friin,  (nrhcre  tbey  were 
9<^ed  ia-perfedtion)  are  aow  dead  and  fdmoft 
^rgotten. 

Tnitm.  'Ta  voy  true,  iSntf  ami  CIm  vtae 
bred  up  Boys  at  the  Blatt'/rio's,  and  a3ed 
Women's  Parts  j  Hart  was  linbinfin^  Boy,  or 
Appreau'ce;  ha  aAed  the  Datahefc  io  (he 
Tragedy  oS  ike  CardiiuU,  which  was  die  fir* 
Part  tiut  gave,  him  Reputation.  Cartwrigkt 
^and  Winterjhal  belong'd  to  'ihe  private  -ffoole 
in  Salipury-Courti  Burt  was  a  Bc^  &11  under 
Sbatdt  at  tlic  Black-friert^  then  under  Beefi^ 
fi  the  Cuck-piti  and  Msbun  and  SitiHerel  woe 
in  the  lame  Condition  with  him,  at  -the-ltft 
■Place.  There  Burt  ufed  to  play  the  fmapA 
Women's  Parts,  in  particular  Clarmi,  in 
■fjrue's  Cruelty  s  and  at  the  &me,  (law  JSifaAi 
:aded  Billaminte^  which  -Part  he  fMaioed  'alt# 
'^  Relloiation, 

Lmievi,  That  I  have  feen,  tfid  csn'Well  re- 
member. J  wifh  they  had  pmeed  in  the  Uft 
Age,  (fo  I  call  the  Times  befote  die  Rebellion) 
the  AOofs  Names  over-againft  the  Parts  thejr 
jaded,  as  theiy  have  done  fince  theReftoration: 
yUid  thus  one  might  ha;ve  guels'd  it  the  AAiOi 

«f 
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5^4  j^  Dialogue  «n 

qf^  Men>  by  the  Parts  which  we  now 

read  in  the  old  Pkys. 

I'rut/n.  It  vras  not  the  Cuftom  and  U&gc 
qi  thofe  Days>  as  it  hath  been  fincei,  Vet,  feme 
few  old  Plays  there  are,  tha.t  have  the  NamfG 
fet  againft.  the  Parts,  as  the  Dutebefs  pf  Malfyi 
the  Picture  j  the  Roman  AB^%  ^zJMfer^ng 
Fafmtritt',  the  Wild-Go9fe  Chmx,  {at  the 
Black'frieri.)  :  the  Weidi^  s  die.  Rmega^o  ; 
the  Fair  Maid  of  the  We^  •■,  Hanmhd  and  Scir 
pio  i  King  John  and  Mptildei  at  the  Coek-pitt 
and  Hoiiand't  Leaguer,    at  Seiisbury  Court. 

Zavete.  Thcfe  are  but  .few  indeed :  ■  but 
pray.  Sir,  what  Mafter-Parts  can  you  rememr 
ber  die  old  Biofk-frifrs  Men  to  .aft  in  JohnfoHy 
Sbakefpear^  and  FUtcber'n  Pkys  i 

Traea.  What  I  can  at  pro&ot  rjCcoUed  I'll 
tell  you ;  Sbaf(ejpear,  (who,  a»  I  have  heard, 
was  a  much  better  Poet  than  Pkyer)  Bttrba^ 
.  jfiemmings,  and  others  of  the  plder  fort,  wert 
4c»d  before  I  knew  the  Town } .  but  iq 
n^.Time,  before  the  Wars,  lawtn  ufed.  to 
sA,  with, mighty  Apfdauie,  Falfiaff^  Morofg, 
V<dp^€i  and  Mammon  in  the  ^bymifi  j  Meian- 
tiusy  iuiheMaid's  Tragedy-;  ^nd  at  the  £uiw 
time  ji^ntor  was  pky'd  by  Stephen  Hammtrr 
Urty  (who  Was  at  firft  a  moft  noted  and  bcau- 
cifiil  Woman  A&or,  but  afterwards  he  ad;ed 
with  equal  Grace. and  Applaafc,  a  young  Lo- 
ver's Part)  ii.Taylor  a£ted  Hamlet  incomparably 
weU,  yago,  Tri/ewJt  in  the  Siknt  fVoma^t  and 
Face  in  xht  Alchjmfi  ^  Swattfltm  yxs.'^  to  play 
■Othello i  Pollard  9Sid  Rt^nfon  were  Come- 
dians} 
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Old  Plays  and  Old  Players.  525 
dians  ;  fb  \vfts  Shank,  who  us'd  to  ad  Sir  Roger 
in  the  Scornful  Lady :  thefe  were  of  the  Black- 
frien.  Thdfe  of  principal  Note  at  the  Cock- 
pity  were  Perkins,  Michael  Btneyer,  Sumner^ 
William  j4llen,  and  Bird,  eminent  Aftors,  and 
Rsbins  a  Comedian.  Of  the  other  Companies 
I  took  little  Notice. 

Lovew,  Were  there  fo  many  Companies  ? 

Truem.  Before  the  Wars  there  were  in  Be- 
ing all  thefe  Pky-Hoiifes  at  the  fame  time. 
The  Black'frieri,  and  Okbe  on  the  Bank-fide,  , 
a  Winter  and  Summer  Houfc,  belonging  to  the 
iame  Company,  -ciU'd  the  King's  Servants; 
the  Cock-fit  or  PhtFnfx,  in  Drury-Lane,  call'd 
the  Queen's  Servants  (  "die  private  Houfe  in 
Salishury-Cowt,CA\VAih6  Prince's  Servants  j 
the  Pafttme  near  H^bitecrofi-Street,  and  the 
Red  Butt  at  the  upper  End  of  St.  yabn-Street : 
the  two  taft  '  were  moftly  frequented  l^  Citi- 
«ens,  and  the  meaner  fort  (rfPeopic.  A&  thefe 
Companies  got  Money,  and  liv'd  in  Repiitatioi}, 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  Black-friers,  who  were 
Men  of  grave  and  Ibber  Behaviour. 
'  Lovenv.  Which  I  ddmire  at,  that  the  Town 
much  lefs  than  at  prefent,  could  then  maimain 
five  Companies^  ^id  yet  now  Two  cah  hardly 
fubfift. 

Iruem.  Do  not  wonder,  but  confido-,  that 
tho'  the  Town  was  thcn^  perhajK,  not  much 
more  than  half  fo  populous  as  now,  yet  then 
the  Prices  were  fmall,  (there  being  no  Scenes) 
and  better  Order  kept  among  the  Company 
that  came ;  which  made  very  good  People ' 
diiok 


tbjok  a  Pkjr  da  nmoceiit  DiverGoR  fo^-an  i^ 
Beur  or  tiwoj  the  Pkys  themfelves  being  then, 
&r  the- mc^  part,  mor«  i^rtt^tve  aijd  moralj 
Whe-ea?,  ofku^  djc  Pky-^houfesare  fi>  ^^' 
tFewnljF;  peftemd  With  Vi»r4-Maft&  dnd  thdf 
Tradsj  (occafloning  coiitinyai  Qu&ItqU  ao^ 
Abufes)  that  many  of  the  more  eivdiz'd  Part 
</'thc  Town  are  uneafyi*  the  Company^  afitf 
fliun  the  Tbcatfls  as  thjty  would «  Iiioufe  of 
Scandal  It  is  an  Arglwndat  of  the  Worth, of! 
the  Plays  and  A<3^s  of  the  laft  Age^  and  e^- 
Ijr  iufenvd,  that  the^  vrtt^  fntlck  t«:yond  ours 
ia  thii,,  C9  oon^der  that  they  oiiiid  ftpporC 
them&l«s«-meraly  fro0  tlloi^  own  Merits  the 
Wi^gblt  of  the  Muter,  and'  Gtoednefe  ol' 
thp  ASifi^t  \Bithont  Sosnes  and  Machines) 
ii(facraa6>;  the  preibat-  Plsys  Mri^  ajl  that  %ev, 
caiL  banUy  dn^w  an  Audieiicev  unlefs  tliere  be 
tbB;^ditioaa)  laviution  o^  iStgnior  l^tkh\  a 
MoBfipur  r  .4^,  or  foniA  fuch  £neign  vids*' 
g^s  dqxB&'d  ia  tbs  bottom  of  the  bHi. 

Xmwif*  To  wave  this  Digreffioot  I  have  rcad- 
<A  out  Edward  ./SiPH  ^  oaan  (b  £im*cl  lbrex-< 
ceUentA^ipD,  thatam(»%  Bfff  Joi^fiM'i  Epi». 
grams,  X  find  one  dire(^ed  to  him,  full  of  £iv> 
coxniumi  aod  concluduig  thusi 

JVear  tbfs  RfBpvm,.  '^s  jq^  that-  vJbe  did  grM 
Sq  maitf  ^tet,$  Lijt.,  iy:  omftxmld  live* 

Wv  be  one  of  the  Biack-Jriersf 
Tt-uem.  N«yer,  as  I  have  heard )  (fer  he  Wei§ 
dead  before  my  tiiDC<)     He  was  Mailer  of  a 
Company 
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Company  of  his  own.,  for  whom  he  built  the 
Fortune  FUy-houft  fi'om  the  Ground,  a  large, 
rpufid  &ick  Buildings  This  is  he  that  grew  fo 
lickt  (baf  he  purchaied  a  great  EAate  In  Surrey 
and  eliewhevc  i  and  having  no  Ifiiie,  he  buifc 
aiHi  largely  endowed  Dtdipicb  College,  in  the 
Year  i4{9»  ftv  a-MaJlcr,  a  Warden,  fourFeU 
lows,  twelve  aged  poor  People,  said  twdv* 
poor  Bo jj^  &c.     A  Qohle  Claidty. 

lioww.  What  kind  of  Pky-houies  had  tbey 
before  the  Wars  ? 
.  Truem^  Thp  Bkckfritrs^  Ced^t,  and  SaUf- 
iftry~Cfiurtf  were  called  private  Hooies,  and 
were  very  ibiall  to  what  we  fee  lunr.  The 
Cockpit  wasfUndiag  fktcq  the  ReiloradoB,  and 
£j6<!^f's  Company  at^ed  there  for  foone-timc. 

Lmjevi.  I  have  leo)  ch^. . 
.  ^ruem.  Then  you  have  f^  ^&x  other  two, 
ia  efiedt>  for  th(;y  were  all  three  buiit  tiaicA 
^icadly  alike,  for  Form  aod  figneis,  Ha« 
diey  hud  Pits  for  the  Gentry,  and  aided  by 
CandleJighfL  The  Glohe^  Fortune,  and  BuU, 
w^e  large  Houfes,  and  Jay  partly  open  to 
the  Weather,  and  there  tbcy  always  aOed  by- 
EHy-Ught 

Lovew,  But  pr'ythee,  Tntemaay  what  be- 
came of  thefe  Players  when  the  Sti^e  was  put>^ 
dowr),,  and  the  Rebellion  rais'd  i 

^ruem.  Moft  of 'cm,  except  Uwin,  Taifhr 

and  Poliard  (who  were  fuperaimuated)  went 

into  the  King's  Army,  and  like  good  Men  and 

true-,  ferv'd  their  old  IVbiter,  tho'  in  a  dific- 

rcn^ 
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rent,  yet  more  hohdurable  Capacity.  RohinjtA 
-was  kill'd  at  the  taking  of  a  P1ace/I  thinlLftH 
Jmg-boi'fe  }\iy  Harrifon,  he  that  was  after  hang'd 
ut  Cbaring-crofi,  who  rcfufcd  him  Quarter,  and 
ihot  him  in  the  Head  when  hcJ  had  laid  dowd 
his  Arms ;  abufing  Scripture  at  the  fame  time, 
in  faying,  Curfed  is  be  that  dotb  the  Work  (^ 
the  Lord  hegligentfy.  M6htm  was  a  Captain 
(and  aficr  the  Wars  were  ended  hcrt,  {crved  ir* 
Flanders^  where  he  received  Pay  as  a  Major.) 
Hart  was  a  Lieutenant  of  Horfc  under  Sir  Tbt>^ 
mas  DaPifofi,  in  Prince  Ruperfi  kegimentj 
Surt  was  Cornet  in  the  fame  Troop,-  and 
(Si&fl«CT-<V-Quarter-maftef :  .^tUen  of  the  GtcJt- 
pit  was  a  Major,  and  Qaarter-malter-gencral 
at  Oxford:  1  have  not  heard  of  one  of  ihefe 
Players  of  any  Note  that  fided  with  the  bther 
Party,  but  Only  ^anjlon^  and  he  profeis'd  him- 
felf  a  Prcfbyterian,  took  up  the  Trade  of  i 
Jeweller,  and  liv'd  \n  ^dermanbury,  Within 
the  Territory  of  Father  Gj/amy;  the  reft  cither 
loft,  or  expos'd  their  Lives  for  their  King; 
When  the  Wars  were  over,  and  the  Royalifts 
totally  fubdued ;  moft  of  them  who  were  left 
alive  gather*d  to  London^  and  for  a  Subfiftcnce 
endeavoured  to  revive  their  old  Trade  private- 
ly. ■  They  niade  up  one  Company  out  of  all 
the  fcatter'd  Members  of  feveral  j  and  in  the 
Winter  before  the  King's  Murder,  1648,  (hey 
ventured  to  aft  fomc  Plays  with  as  much  Cau-^ 
tion  and  Privacy  as  could  be,  at  the  Cockpiti 
They  continued  undifturbed  for  three  or  foxxt 
Days  i  bm  at  lafl,  as  they  v,*erc  prefenting  the 
Tragedy 
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Tragofy  of  the  Bhoi^  Brotbtr  <in  which 
Lowin  afied  Aubrey,  TayJdr  Ro/ht,  Pollard  the 
Cook,  Burt  Latercb,  and  I  think  Hart  Otto) 
i  Party  of  Foot  BoldiOT  btfet  the  Houfe,  fur- 
prized  them  about  the  middle  of  the  Play,  and 
carried  them  away  in  ^eir  Habits,  not  aclmit- 
ing  them  to  fhift,  to  Hattm-houfe  then  a  Pti- 
Ibn,  where  having  detain'd  them  fooie  time, 
they  pliindcred  &em  of  their  Cloaths,  and 
let  tbein  loofe  agaui.  Afterwards,  in  OHver'& 
Thne,  they  ufed  to  ad  privatdy  three  or  ioas 
Miles  out  of  Town,  now  here,  now  there, 
fometimes  in  Noblemen's  Houies,  in  particular 
HoUdnd-Uoufe  at  K^Jingioity  where  die  Nobi- 
lity and  Gentry  who  met  (but  in  no  great 
Numbers)  uied  to  make  a  Sum  for  them, 
each  ^ving  a  broad  Piece,  tyt  the  like.  .  And 
Alexander  Gaffe^  the  Woman  A£tor  at  Bkck- 
jrters  (who  bad  made  himfelf  kno^^i-  to  Per- 
fons  of  Quality;  ufcd  to  be  the  JackaU,.and 
give  notice  of  Time  and  Place.  At  Cbriftmai 
and  BartbclawrwVsk,  they  Ufed  to.  bribe  the 
"Officer,  who  commanded  the  Guard  at  JVbite- 
kal/y  and  were  thereupon  oonnired  at  to  aft  for 
aJewDays  at  the  Red  Bull;  but  were  fbme- 
times  notwithftanding  difturb'd  by  Soldiers.  ' 
Bome  pick'd  up  a  little  Money  by  publifhing  the 
Copies  of  Plays  never  before  printed,  but  kept 
itp  in  Manufcript.  For  inftancc,  in  the  Year  ■ 
T652,  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Wild  Goofe 
Chace  was  printed  in  Folio,  for  the  publick  Ufe 
of  all  the  Ingenious,  as  the  Title-page  fays, 
and  private  Benefit  of  'John  Lffwiu  and  Jofeph 
Mm  Tay- 
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7{tflor,  ServaDts  to  hts  hte  Majefty ;  and  by 
them  dedicated  to  t(ie  honoured  few -Lovers  of 
Draqiatick  Poefy,  whefcm  t}iey  modeftly  tnti- 
piate  their  Wants  j  apd  that  with,  fufficient 
Caufe  J  for  whatever  they  were  before  the 
Wars,  they  were  ^ftcr  reduced  to  ^  necefV 
fitous  Cpn4itioti.  lawia^  in  his  latter  Days, 
kept  an  Inn,  the  Three  Pigeons  ^t  ^reixtford, 
where  he  died  vfry  old,  for  jie  was  *ao  hOax 
pf  eminent  Note  in  the  Reign  of  Klng^tfOTM  J. 
and  hi&  Poverty  was  as  great  as  his  Age.  7^ 
hr  died  at  Richmond,  and  was  there  buried. 
Pollard,  who  lived  fingle,  an4  had  a  com- 
petent EAate,  retired  to  fome  Relations  he  had 
jn  the  Country,  and  there  ended  his  l*iff.  Per~ 
kins  and  Sumner  of  the  Cackpif,  kept  Houfe 
together  at  Clerkenwell,  and  were  there  bur 
ried.  Thefe  all  died  fome  Years  before  the 
Reflior^iion  -,  what  foUow'd  after,  I  need  not 
tell  you  ;  you  can  ealily  remembCT. 

LovevK  yes  J  prefently  after  the  Rcftpration, 
the  King's  Player^  afted  publickly  at  the  Red 
Bull  for  fome  time,  and  then  removed  to  a 
new-built  Playlipufe  in  Vere-jlreety  by  Clare-' 
market.  There  they  continued  for  a  Year  or 
two,  and  then  removed  to  the  Theatre  Hoyal 
in  Drury-laney  where  they  firft  made  yfe  of 
Scenes,  which  had  been  a  little  before  intror 
duced  upon  the  publick  Stage,  by  Sir  IVil^iam. 
Davenaat,  at  the  Duke's  Old  Theatre  m  IJn-r 
celn'i-I/ifi'Fields^  but  afterwards  very  much 
Improved,  with  the  Addition  of  curious  Ma- 
chines by  Mr.  Bctterton  at  the  New  Theatre 

in 
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in  Dorfef-Garden,  to  the  great  Expcnce  and 
continual  Charge  of  the  Pkyers.  This  hiuch 
impaired  their  Profit  o'er  what  it  was  befiwe  j 
for  I  have  been  inform'd  by  one  of  'em,  that 
for  feveral  Years  next  after  the  Reftoratioo, 
every  wh<Je  Sharer  in  Mr.  Harm's  Company, 
got  1000/.  p^  -Am.  About  the  feme  Time 
that  Semes  firft  enter 'd  upon  the  Stage  at  Lon- 
don, Women  were  taught  to  aft  mcir  own 
Parts  J  fince  when,  we  have  feen  at  botJi 
Houfesftvefal  Aarefies,  juftly  famed  as  well 
for  Beau^>  as  perfcA  good  A^ion.  And  fome 
PlaySi  in  fwrliciilar  the  *  Par/Jn's  Weddings 
have  been  prefented  all  by  Women,  as  for- 
tnerfy  all  by  Men.  Thus  it  continued  for 
about  20  Years,  when  Mr.  Harty  and  Ibme 
of  the  old  Men'  began  to  grow  weasy,  and 
were  minded  to  leave  oif;  then  the  two  Com- 
panies thought  fit  to  unite }  but  of  late  you 
Ijbe,  thev  have  thought  it  no  tefs  fit  to  divide 
^aln,  though  both  Companies  keep  the  feme 
Name  of  his  MajeOy's  Servants.  All  this 
while  the  Playhoufe  Mufiirk  improved  yearly, 
and  is  now  arrived  to  greater  Perfeftion  than 
ever  I  knew  it  Yet  for  all  thefe  Advan- 
tages, the  Reputation  of  the  Stage,  and  Peoples 
Affedlion  to  it,  are  much  decayed.  Some 
were  lately  feverc  againft  it,  and  would  hardly 
adlow  Stage-plays  fit  to  be  longer  permitted. 
Have  you  feen  Mr.  Colter's  Book  ? 

Truem.  Yes,  and  his  Oppofcr's. 

Lov£'>p,  And  what  think  you  ? 

M  m  a  'Jruem, 
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Tritem.  In  my  Mind  Mr.  Collier's  Reflec- 
tions are  pertinent,  and  true  in  the  main  ;  the 
Buolt  ingenioutly  wrote,  and  well  intended ; 
but  he  has  overAiot  himfelf  in  Ibme  Places, 
and  his  Refpondents  perhaps  in  more.  My 
AfTcdlion  inclines  me  not  to  engage  on  either 
Side,  but  rather  mediate.  If  there  be  Abufes 
relating  to  the  Stage,  which  I  think  is  too 
apparent,  let  the  Abufe  be  reformed,  and  not 
the  Ufe,  for  that  Reafon  only,  abolilhcd. 
'Twas  an  old  Saying  when  I  Was  a  Boy, 

MJil  aiufii!,  nm  iejit  Mtliter  ufia. 

1  (hall  not  run  through  Mr.  CaBir's  B«ok| 
I  will  only  touch  a  htde  on  two  or  three  -ge- 
neral Notions,  in  which,  I  think,  he  may  be 
iniddken.  What  he  urges  out  of  the  primi- 
tire  Councils  and  Fathers  of  the  Church,  feems 
ts  me  to  be  direfted  againft  the  Heathen  Plays, 
which  were  a  Sort  of  religious  Worfliip  with 
them,  to  the  Honour  o{  Ceres,  Flora,  or  fome 
of  their  falfe  Deities  j  they  had  always  a  litde 
Altar  on  their  Stages,  as  appears  plain  enough 
Stom  fome  Places  in  Phutus.  And  Mr.  Cb/- 
//Vr  himfelf,  />.  275.  lells  us  out  of  inre,  that 
Plays  were  brought  in  upon  the  Score  of  Re. 
hgion,  to  pacify  the  Gods.  No  Wonder  thca, 
they  forbid  Chriftians  to  be  prefent  at  them, 
for  it  was  almoft  the  fame  as  to  be  prefent  at 
their  Sacrifices.  We  muft  aUb  obferve,  that 
th[s  was  in  the.Infhncy  of  Chriftianity,  when 
the  Clurch  was  under  fevere,  and  almoft 
.continual 
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continual  Pcrfecutions,  and  when  all  its  true 
Members  were  of  moft  ftrift  and  exemplary 
Lives,  not  knowing  when  they  fhould  be  call- 
ed to  the  Stake,  or  thrown  to  wild  Beads, 
They  communicated  daily,  and  expefted  Death 
hourly ;  as  their  Thoughts  were  intent  upon  the 
next  World,  they  abftain'd  almoft  wholly  from 
all  Diverfions  and  Pleafurcs,  (though  lawful 
and  innocent)  in  this.    Afterwards  when  Per- 
secution ceafed,   and  the  Church   flpurifh'd, 
Chriflians  being  then  ^eed  from  their  former 
Terrors,  allow'd  thcmfclves,  at  proper  Times» 
the  lawful  Recreations  of  Converialion,  and 
among  other,  no  Doubt,   this  of  Shews  and 
Rcprclentations.    After  this  Time,  the  Cenfurca 
of  the  Church  indeed,  might  be  continued,  or 
revived  upon   Occaiion,    againft   Plays    and 
Players,  tho',  in  my  Opinion,  it  can  not  be 
underftood  generally,    but  only  againft  fuch 
Players  who  were  of  vicious  and  licentious 
Lives,  and  reprefented  profene  Subjcfts,  incon- 
iiftent  with  the  Morals  and  Probity  of  Man- 
ners  retjuifitc  to  Chriftians  ;   and  frequented 
chiefly  by  fuch  loofc  and  debauch'd  People  as 
were  much  more  apt  to  corrupt  than  divert 
thofe  who  aflbciated  with  them.  •  I  fay,  1  can. 
'  not  think  the  Canons  and  Ccnfures  of  the  Fa- 
diers   can  be  applied  to  all  Players,    quatenm 
Players;  for  if  fo,  how  could  Plays  be  con- 
tinued among  the  Chriflians,  as  they  were,  on 
divine  Subje^,  and  fcriptural  Stories  ?  A  late 
French  Author  fpeakiiig  of  the  Hotel  dc  Bour~ 
gogne,  a  Playhonfe  in  Peris^  fiiys,  that  the 
M  m  3  ancient 
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ancient  Dukes  of  that  Name  gave  it  to  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  Paflion>  e^bUfhed  in  the 
Church  oiTrinity-bofpital  in  ilhc  IJ»e.5j  Dms, 
on  condition  ■  tmt  tkty  flioul4-repre&D^>h«v 
Interludes  of  Devotion.  J  and  add^- ^at  there 
have  been  publick  Shew^  ja  this  Pl^e  Hx  hiuir 
dred  Years  ago.,  The  Spanijhr^d  P.miu- 
I^Ki?/^  continue  ftill  to  havey  for  .the  mo^  port; 
fuch  ecclefiallical  Stwies  for  tlKi'Sul^eu:  c^ 
their  Plays:  And  if-,  ^e  .^may- bdi«fe  ftij^ 
they  are  ai^ed  in  theif  <^u{ch<s  ia:il^j«^0>  opa 
rhx:  Spanijh  JV^-lxJkSi       ...   -:  ^'.,;:  i.    '.' 

I^vew.  That's  a  great  vfay  ;ofiy  ^^m«mt 
I  had  rather  youAvauIiJtHJjne.iiifticr.fesBJj^ 
and  confine  your  Difcouife  [9  0/4Mf*t^^4'  -.  < : 

Truem.. So  I  intends  Thcii^c  rfWS-.^C^lB 
done  here  in  Enghiid  j  fcr  .i»th!^^  JwvT 
comes  it  to  be  prphijbited  in  t^yS^thC^(}9((H 
among  thofe  pals'd  in  !^ojivocatl<>nJn  .«6p3^ 
Certain  it  is,  that  Qur  anci^t  Plays  yiestfi  _f}i 
religious  Subjc<^s,  and  had .  fpr,  theiT'  A^Pr& 
if  not  Pricfts,  yet  Men, of  the.  Chuw;h. ; ,  ■^r- 

.Love^.  How  does  that  appcw  ? .  ;  ^  :-'-:. -.-i 
.  Trtf^OT.  Nothing  clearer.  SfPw/ix^H^Sw^. 
of  Lsnthn,  has  one-Qhapticr  pf  the  Sports,af]^ 
Failings  of  old  time  uled  tn  thts.Ci^.^.^^ 
there  he  tells  us,  that  in  the  Ymr  J39i]'W^i<ilb^ 
was  15  Richard  11.  ^  Stage-play. was  play'd. 
by  the  Patiih-Clerks  of  JJnJotk,  9i  ikw-S^in^i 
Iters  ri^ell  befide  Smitbfield^  \vhi(;h  Fifty  cqn-t 
tinned  three  Days  together,  the  King^.Qu^enn 
and  Nobles  of  the  Realm  being  prej^nt.  .  A94. 
another  was  play'd  in  the  Year.  1409,  u 
...  '     ■     '    ,/few7 
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ffenry  TV.  Which  lafted  eight  Days,  and  was 
of  Matter  from  the  Creation  of  the  World  j 
whereat  wtre  preTent  moft  part  of  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  of  England.  Sir  Wiiliam  Dugdale^ 
in  his  AMtMities  of  Warwick/hire^  p.  ii6» 
ipeaking  of  ue  Gray-Friars^  or  Francifcans,  at 
CDverOrfy  iays,.  Befwe  the  SupprelHon  of  the 
Mooaftaics,  this  City  was  very  &mous  for  the 
Pageants  that  were  pky'd  therein  opon  Cor-  , 
fus-Cbrifti  Day ;  which  Pageants  being  adted 
with  m^hty  State  and  Reverence  by  the 
Friars  of  this  HouTe^  had  Theatres  for  the  ie- 
venU  Scenes  very  large  atid  high^  placed  upon 
WhedS}  and  drawn  to  all  the  etninent  Parts  of 
the  C3ty,  for  th«  better  Advantage' of  the" 
Spe<^tors  }  and  contained  the  Story  of  the 
JVi^  n'e/iatnent^  compofed  in  old  EngUJb 
Rhime.  An  ancient  ManuTcript  of  Che  fame  , 
is  now  to  be  feen  in  the  Cottonian  Library, 
Sub  EJig.  Vejp,  D.  8.  Since  the  Rcfbrma* 
tion  in  Queen  Eliza^/h'i  time,  Plays  were 
frequently  a€Ud  by  Choriflers  and  Singing" 
boys  ;  and  feveral  of  our  oM  Comedies  have 
printed  in  the  Title-page,  A<^ed  by  the  ChiU 
dren  of  Paul's,  (pot  the  School,  but  the 
Church)  bthers,  by  the  Children  of  her 
Majefty's  <  ChapCl }  in  partlculaf,  Cynthia's  Re* 
veUt  and  the  Poetajier^  were  play'd  by  them  j 
who  wepe  at  that  time  famous  for  good  Ac- 
ticHi.  Amoi^  Bat  Jobnfon's  Epigrams  you. 
Biay  find  an  Epitaph  on  S.  P.  (Sal.  Patry) 
one  of  the  Children  of  Queen  Elizebetb'% 
Chapel }  part  of  which  runs  thus. 

Mm  ^  Tiort 
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Tears  be   counted  Jcarce  tbirteep,    ' 

Wiim  Fates  turn'd  cruel, 
Tet  three  JUfd  ZodMcka  be  bad  ietn 

"He  Stage's  Jewe^ ; 
u^4  did  a&  ('wbat  novo  we  moan) 

Old  Man  fi  dfily,     . 
jify  fiotby  the  Paici&  ibougbt  idm  one. 

He  play'd  f»  truly* 

Some  >of  thefe  Cliapri  Bc^s,.  when,  they 
grew  Mcp,  became  Aft«^  at  the  Bkekr  friers  ; 
fuch  were  Natb.  Field  ^tA  Jfikn.  Underwood. 
Now  I  can  hardly  imagine  that  fiich  Flayt 
and  Players  as  thefe^  ars  included  in. the  fevcFt 
Cenfure  of  the  Councils  a^d  Father^;  hat  fuch 
only  who  are  truly  within  the  Chara(3tcr  givai 
hy  Didacut  de  7^a^  cUed  by  Mti.  i^llier^ 
p.  276.  viz.  1^  infamous  Playbcufe. ;  a  Place 
of  Cmtradi&im  to  the  Stn^nefs  dni  Sobriety 
of  Religion  j  a  Place  bated  by  Godf  and  baunir.. 
ed  by  the  Devil,  And  for  fuch.  J  have  as 
great  an  Abhorrence  as  any  Man. 

Lovevr.  Can  you  gtK&  of  what  Antiquity  dte 
reprelenling  of  rel^ious  Matters  onrihe  Stage 
,  hath  been  in  Bngl^  f  '    <  - 

Truepi.  How  ]ong. before  th«  Conqiteft  I 
koow  not,  but  that  it  was  uicd  in  l/mdM 
not  long  ftftcr,  appear8,by  Fitz-JlevetUf  an  Au- 
thor who  wrote  in  liie  Reign  of  King, -ifofrf 
the  Second.  His  Words  are,  Ltmdaiia  fro. 
JfeSlaculis  tbeatralibus,  pro  ludis  fieni'ds,  lu-^ 
doj  habetfancliores,  reprejmtationes  mraculoriaif,. 
qua  fanSli  conjrjhres  operati  Junt^  feu  re^e- 
Jentatsme* 
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fentatimii    ptl^amm    fuihut     daruit      con- 
JUaitia  mattyrum,  ■■  Of  this,   the  ManufoHpt 
which  !  lately^  mentioiiod/  ih-^e-  Cotthmwi 
Library,  i&  a  notable    iHiWnde.     Sir  W^ffia» 
DugdaU  dues  this  Mtmuf(tipe,  hf  the  IHtie  of 
ImJus  Coventina^i    but  iii-the  jprinted-- <^&>* 
logue  of  tbtt  -LUmuy,  ^i  \  13^  it  is-  rhxktsi^ 
thus,    A  Coilr^im  tf  Jf^ay*  ih  tU  ^ngll^- 
Metre;  h.  cW'iJratiiata  fatra^'in  gitiius'-Ailu*^' 
Semtp-  bifioria  fetfrifi^  ^N/T^amtytfi/'^- 
tmdiiMis-  qta^i9>-£cienam  perf>Tiii    Sfff'  memtf^ 
ratiSy  ques  fecum   invkem  -Mik^tiffiii^  p^'^m^^ 
genio  fingit  putd.     Videntur  6}im  coram  /*- 
puio^  jSve  ad  Jt^rtutti&M^-  ^/tve  ad  piacmdum,  a 
ftatrihm  m^B^m*hui   ^epr^PMiC''^  lte'3p- 
peM6  by  the  Utter  end  of  the   Pt;d)^g9e,  that 
theie  Bai^T^Upterludw  ^^^  il0tof!a^|}r&y^ 
2.x.  Cffoentry  ^  but  in  other  Towns  mw^  Plaicqi 
upon  Oqca^oov  V  Ahd  poflftlj^thjs  lnay\  lie  fliar 
£une  ,Ph^  vvhtch  ^Irvo^ulls^l  Was  ptftjgi^in. 
the  Reign  of  King  Bemy  IV.  which  Ja^ed  £br 
eight  I^ys.    The  Book  feems  1^  the  Charac- 
ter and  Language  to-  b^^t  Uaft  300  Years  old. 
It  begins  with  a;  gwieiftl'^togue,  g^ift^ittic 
Argumentsv^of-.  "40  higekft«  '  or>- Oeftical&dohs 
( which  ■  weic  ak  fo  many  fever41  A£h-  or  Seenei) 
reprefenting  .aU-  the  Hifto*4crf"<*f .  both  •  ^T^^ 
ments,  from  thtt-Cnation^td"  the  •chu^ng'pf 
St.  Mattbiat  to  be  an  A^fttei    Th6  SIbries* 
of  the  iN?ifw  ''^tfiameta-  zi^  "more  largjely  i^- 
prefs'd,  te'«..  the  AnniMicifttion,    Na^ity^  Vi^.* 
Station;  but  more  efpecially  all  Matters  re- 
Ijftingto  )!he  Paflion,  very  particularly  the  Re- 
furrcftiop, , 
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SuT^oB,  A^omfidn,  (he  Choice  <^  St.  Mat' 
tiiaf.    Alter  «4iich  b  alio  mfnCaxd  the  Af. 
fiunptian,  and  laft  Judgment    All  theft  thkgs 
were  treated  of  in  a  vny  homely  Stile,  as  we 
now  think,  iofiiiitely  below   the   Dignity  of. 
the  Sii^edt :  But  it  foems  the  Gouft  of  that 
Age/»as  not  fo  iijce  aniiidelicate  in  thele . 
Manersj  thp  p^utt- 'andvineorious  Judgment 
of  our  AnceftoB,  vheing  prtpar'd  wiS  Fa- 
Vflor,  ahd  taking  every  thing  hy,  the  right  and 
eafieft  HwUc:  For  Eamplsi  ,in  the  Scene 
telaiing  |a  ibe  Vifitatioot  i 

But  BuBxmd  rf  M    tlrpig  prif)  ym  vrnfl 

time  tatOmg lift  aurC^iQizahethwt/i 

^tht  itfia^  jtm,  tt  Ji-'t,  bir  kt/fy^, 
IfuHglt  m  pyti  cmfiirt  tai,  it  vxrtt  m 

■  ■■;   Bfyr.     .,  ,■ :.    ■■-:■..  ■ 

JOSIPH. 

AGidsfake,  is  jfe  imitB.  Child,  fibe! 
Tbm  mil  her  Hufi^Zmhaiy  h,mery. 
In  Montana  they  imUt,  fir  htme,  fi  mm  the, 
ii  the  at}  of  Jndaj  X  *»*  itserilj , 
*  it  haae,  1  tnve.Jifilii  twe  tffty. 
We  ar  Hie  to  ^ .  tmjy  cr-aie  eome  at  fhejame, 
I  vole  with  a  gefd/fril/,  U^Jif^,  Maryj 
Nevge  we  firth  then  in  GiMjs  Name,  fSc. 


,,-prihyGoo^le 


Old  Pla)rs  and  QU  players.    ^29 

A  littl?  lefiire  Ac  RrfurwaioB.  ■  , 

Nunc  dirmient  m'lifej, .  £^  vemet  amtiuf  Ghri/B 

4e'!nfir!to,,cum- Adnrk-^Syii  Aiaibioi, 

Jphi)  ftiptift,  ®  a/iu.      ,■;".,":,".'•,     ft 

AhinuiChrifti.'  ■ .] 

Comt  forth  Adaio,  and'S.vt  vtitSf-thf,  '  .  .  j 

'j$7td  all  tpy  Fryxdes  ibiU  iiet',etn,.hi^-    ,  •     '   '  : 

In  P^adyi itmeja^th  imA  m£ ■'.':"  "  " 

.  &  Biiifrfirrtojiaiifr ,"'.:'.    ;,:: ,, 

3&  fts*  oJ'^Hdl;  thai- «  jB»r  Jfw  •  ■    "  ',.: 

He  Jhfll  be  vra^i.jhd.ai^^t^.in  Wit-i',, 

Fro  ff^o  to  Welth  'ftpw  Jbelt'^f.  ^^  •[    •  ,,'"; 

With  iiyrth  ever'iinr  A'  mKt~^        •  ',"iT  ••; 

■  /A'pamj-,'  : .'..;.' .    ';■■■■/ 

.  I.ttaiiiAi^Lt^iio/lfyfreftVrm  ."  -  r 
That  now  is  Jorgtvenmy  p^et^Tr^^Ct  "' 
Nowjhtfiw  dmi/Hl^0iUPiac(,eic,      "j 

The  h&  Scene  or  Pageant,  wheh  r^fu^ 
fents  the  Day  of  Judgment,  begins  thus.'   '-'- 

MlCHABl,  .  .  .  '  j, 

Surgite.     AUMm  aryfe, ■  ;? 

Venite  ad  judiciam. 

For  mm  is  fit  the  Higjb  Ji^ce, 

Andbath  t^ignji  the  Baj  rf  Dort; 

Ktpe  you  ridyt/ to  tUstretf  .^fe. 

Both  Grit  tnd  Snttll,  tUtundfum, 

Andof  yowr  Jbtpwtr  you  no^  adoifif 

What  yowJkaU  fay  what  that  ym  come,  fSe,    . 

Thctf 
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Tfaefe  and  fubh  like  were  the  Ptays  which 
in  ^Amipr  Agfs  were  prefented  publickly: 
Wfaetfaet  they  fii(d'  any  ietded  and  confiant 
Hou&s  &x  tlut  Purpoife^  'does  not  appear  ;  I 
fuppofe  not.  Bat  it  is  notodous  that  in  for- 
mer times  th^'WiU-hardty  ever  any  iblenuiRe- 
ception  afftinceS,  Of  ijoblt 'Perlbns,  but  Page- 
ants, that  U,  Stages  ertfted  in  the  open  Street 
.  were  Part  of  the  Entertainnieiit.  On  which 
dwre  were  Speeches' by,  oric  or  more  Persons, 
in  the  Naturfc  ofiScerteS  j  and  be  fore  one  of 
the -Speaken  ECfai^.  be  Ibiile  Sdii^of  the  ^me 
Name  with  die  Party-to  fl^hom  the  Honoui"  is 
jntcndcd.  P6r  Inftdnce/tfierft  is  in  art^tent 
ManuicripC  at  Qmetttry,  c^'d  the  Old  Leet- 
BpoAt  wh^in  is  {et  davft\  in  a  very  particular 
Manner,  p.  j'^l.  the'  Reception  of  Queen 
Margaree.^V^^  J^fy,  VI.  who  came  to 
Cinw/ffrfi  and,"I  thkik,  withhtt',  her  young 
Son  PnaccEdteardj  on  the  Feaftof  the  Exal- 
fatiin  oif  the'Hqly-Gfdfs;  'u  Hen.  VI.  1456, 
ManyPageanW  and!  Speechbs' were  made  for 
her  welcome  ;  out  of  all  which,  I  fliall  ob- 
ferve  but  two  or  tl^,  in  the  old  Enghjh,  as 
it  is  recorded.  "    '" 

.  .".JStL^EDWAUD; 

H&iifi' gf'Mei)me'if  4am 'Mir^reie,  Princes 
«9?  extefmie,  -  '    ' 

/  Ming  Ed*iird  willtoiat  you  ii:kh  AfeSiQn 

■cerdm^Z*   ■' 
^^jiif^ng  fo^iur-Wghnes  piekely  inyn  Enttnt. 

*       ~  For 
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For  the  wele  ef  the  fUng  and  ysu  hertffy  pray 

■  IJbtdk 
Andfi^  Prince  Edward  try  gi^  CbyUe^  w6p  / 

love  principal^ 
Praying  the f  ]ahxi.Evang(S/ft  1^  Help  Ibereia 

tobe^ 
On  that  Condition  right  bumify  J  give  tits  Ring 

to  the,  ..        ' 

JoHM  Bvangelift. 
Ho^Edward,  erovned  Kinr^  Brother  in  Ptr- 
ginity,  '     -  •     ' 

My  Power  plainfy  I  will  prefer  thy  f^S  to 


M>fi  excelket  PriMes  &f  ^mett  mortal,  your 

Bedeman  wiU  I  he. 
I  buna  your  Lijefo  wfttlcui  tbdt  God  is  pleafed 

tl/erehy.  ■ 

5r&r  Birth  of  you  unto  this  kiMeJbaU  caufe  great 

Melody: 
^be  vertuom  Voice  efPHnce  "EdvraxdJhaV  d^ly 

well  encreafe, 
St.  Edward  his  Godfader^   and   IJhaU  trey 

therefore  douMefe. 

St  Margaxst. 
Mo/l  notabul  Princes  ofWymen  earthU^ 
Dame  Margarete,  the  chef e  Mfrthof  this  Em* 

pyre, 
Te  be  hertely  welcome  to  this  Cyte. 
To  the  Plefure  of  your  Higbneffe  I  wyU  fit  my 

Dejyre; 
Both  Nature  and  Ccntleneffe  doth  me  remire, 

^     Setb 
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BetbweBe  befbofone  Name,  iojhewym  Kind- 

.■■    »#i 
Wberfire  oy  t^  Tower  ye  JhaU  have  m  Dijirefe. 
■  IJbattfrayp  the  Prince  thai  is  enikfe 
7ofacour\ou  with  files  of  Ins  high  Grace  ; 
J^mll  pere  w^r  Pefitiony  this  is  douBtleffe, 
fbr  t  ivfougit  all  my  "Lije^hat  his  WiU'wace. 
^therefore,  tady,  when  you'  be  in  any  dre^td 

Cafe,  -      < 

CaUon-me^ldiy,  thereof  I  pr^yto^ 
"And  truft  in  mefeyfbfuBy,  I  mil  do  that  may 

In  die  next  Rei^,  a$  appears  in  the  fiune 
ft(Jofc,  fol.  22  r.  another  Prince  Edward,  Son 
^f  KiDg  Seward  IV,  camp,  to  Ouentry  on  the 
28th  o{  April,  m.  Edward  tV'.  1474,  and  was 
(ntert^cd  with  .ma|iy  Pag^pts.and  Speeches, 
among  which  I  fhall  obferve  only  "two;  one  was 
of  St.  Edward  again^  who  w^  then  made  to 
ij}eak  thus : 

Nobie  Prince  Edward,  my  Coufin  and  «y  Knight, 
And  very  Prince  efoip-  Line  comyn  dtjent, 
I  St.  Etiward  h<fve  furfued  for  ymr  Fader* s 

In^erial  Right,  -  . 

ff^here^Jie  was  exchided  byfuHfurious  intent. 
Unto  this' your  Chamber,  as  "^Prince  full  excel' 

lent,  ,  . . . 

^  be  right  loelcome.     thanked  be  Crift  of  Ins 
'■"  fbme. 

For  that  be  was  ours  is  torn  in  your  Fader's 
.   ''  Honde. 

The 
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The  other  Speech  was  ^om  St.  George,  and 
tht}9  £uth  the  Book. 

» jilfa  ufen  tb»  Qmdite  in  the  Ovf^ 

^^  cbepinz  was  St.  George  arme^y  and  a  lU/^'s 
"  Datfgbter  bneH/ig  i^ore  Mm  with  a  LaaA^ 
"  find  tbf  Fader  ana  ibe  .  Mader  6eit^  in  9 
**  Towre  abmeUt  heholdiflg  St^  George  Javing 
**  their  Daug^er  from  ^  Dragm^  ^id  the 
"  Condite  rertmt^  IFiae  ,i».Jmr-  Places,  and 
"  minfiraky  of  Organ  fl^fv^,  and  St.  George 
"  having  this  Sfeecb  underwritten," 

O  mighty  God  our  ali  Succew  cekfiiaX, 
Which  this  Rayme  baft  given  vt  Jiower 
To  thf  Modery  and  to  me  George  Pr^eSionper*. 

petuall 
It  to  defend  from  P.nimysfer  and  nere, 
Mnd  as  this  Midden  defended  vas  here 
By  thy  Grace  from  this  Dragon's  Dewar, 
So,  Lord,  preferoe  this  nobU  Prince,  and  ever 
ie  his  Socour, 

Lovew.  1  perceive  thcfc  holy  Matters  crai- 
iiAed  very  tnuch  of  praying  j  but  I  pity  poor 
St.  Edward  the  Confeffor^  who  in  the  Oimpafs 
'  of  a  few  Year^,  was  made  to  proifiife  his  Fa- 
vour and  AflifUnce  to  two  young  Pnnces  of 
the  fame  Name  indeed,  but  of  as  dillerent  and 
oppofite  Intereils  as  the  two  Poles.  I  know  not 
I90W  he  ppuld  perform  to  both. 

Truem. 
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noCwithftanding  thefe  fine  Shews  and  Jeeming 
Curdies  of  Fgrtane^  being  bach  nmrdeT'd^one 
b^Tiibe  Hand,  the  xaHxet  E^  di».Frocurenicnt  of 
Sidaar^XhAx  dtGiaiaefhr.-  I -will  prodoce 
hot  oae-£xanRrfe  raavs  ^  tbis  %itof  Aftion, 
DC  HepcdeatBUons,  catd  thatk  of  laticr.Time^, 
and  an  In&aiK*  of -mocb  highar  Nature  thaa 
any  ^nwnQiRKd  f  it  iM&vtihe  flrbnii^  of 
PxiDce  .Arthurs  eldsft  Son  of^uis..aa»7  WI. 
to  the  Princefs  Cfriurrw  of  ^;ttM/>A.  15^1'/ 
Her  Pai3age  through  Londm  ms  very  magni- 
ficentj  as  I  have  read  it  defcribed  in  an  0I4 
MS.  Chronicle  xjf  thad  Time. '  The  Pageahu 
and  Speeches  Were  many  j  the  Perfons  repTe- 
iented  St  Catbarint^  St,  OSr/u/4, :»  Senator, 
Noblefle,  Virtue,  an "  Angcl,  King '  jil^hfi, 
yb&,  Boetius,  &c.  atiu^g  others  one  is  thus 
defcribed*—"  M^Trtbis  Specb  was  ettdedj  Jfii 
«  held  m  birWay  tyll  (lie  cam  unt&the^ta^- 
"  dard  in  Cbepe,  tobirt  was  ordntad  the  ^k 
"  Pagend  made  like  an  Hevyn^  tberjn  Jjttyng  a 
**  Perfonage  reprtjeniim  the .  Fader  0}  Mevyn, 
**  ^ng  all'formfd of  6W(/,  and  hretmyng  beffhr 
*<  Ins  ^ronevii  Qtn^fiHs  {/"  H^ax  flandyng  hf 
"  vii  Candj^hsofGoid,  the  fdd  Perfonage 
*'  beyng  environed  vytb  fundry  Sfyr  archies-  off' 
**  Aagelis^  andfytting  in  a  Cope  of  mofi  rich 
"  Cloth  of  Tyfu^  garnijhyd  wytb  Stoon  and  Perle 
"  in  mofi  fumptuous  ii>yfe.  Foragain  wbicH 
*'  faid  Pagend  upon  the  Sowtb-fyde  of  the  Strete 
"  flood  at  that  Tyme^  in  a  Hows  wberyn  that 
**  Tyme 
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*'  Time  dwelfyd  William  CJeffrcy  Habyrda/ker^ 
**  the  kiftg,  the  Sl^ene,  my  Lady  the  Kingys 
**  Moder^  my  Lord  of  Oxynffordj  vyth  maay 
*'  ether  lardys  vnd  Lm^i^  bnd  Peryt  of  this 
^*  Reuhn,  ,  'uyth  Mfb  cert^ftt  :Amiaff'aJmt  of 
**  France  Uteiy  Jent  jrpm  the  French  Kirif^  :  and 
*!  fi  P^B^  the/aid  Efiatyi,  either  p^fviiig  to 
**  ether  due  a^  convenyeTtt  Sakis  And  (^un- 
*'  temmct,  fo  fme  Ms  bjr  Grace.wai  ^roachid 
*'  knto  tbefi^d  Pagendi  the  Ftder  began  bis 
"  Specb  msfotiovyth." 

Hunc  vehersun  locuin,  &pteno  lumlne  ie{ftuni. 
Dignboiqlie  Artbtdri  bddbin  aiftii  micant. 

/  Bin  BigyhfUg  HHd  ^e,  th)at  thade  ech 

Creature. 
Myfyife^  and  fir  ^tylfet  h$if  Man  fJfpeci'dUy 
Bon  Male  and  Fe^fe^    made  aft)r  tnyni  d&A 

Jygure, 
^^m  IJ<^heJ  togyJyr  ;»  Mdtrimt^i 
And  that  in  Paradffe,  declaring  o^nly 
ibat  Men  JhttU  WeH^ng  tH  thy  Otyrch  ^eikp- 

nize^ 
Fygtirid  add  figalfted  hy  ibe  eHbly  Parsd)ii^. 

In  thy's  n^  Cbytcb  lania^Say  recydeni 
As  ntf  cbyeff"  toBerhacIe,  and  mofl  cbofyn  Place ^ 
Among  tbefe  go/dyh  Coiid\^i6kisi  'wiicb  refre* 
feni 

Nn  My 
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My  Catbohk  Church  fiyr^/ng.  qffor  my  Fffce, 
Jfitb  hgbt  of  Feytb,   Wijda;n^  Do3r\nf,  end 

Gracf^ 
And  mervehujly  eke  enfiamyd  tii^rdine 
JVytb'tbe  fxtyngv^ible  fy-e  ofCharyte. 
fnterefore^  my  welbebmid  Dinctbyr  Katharyn, 
Syth  T0aVf  madeyow  to  myne  own  fembiance 
In  my  Cbyrcb  to  be  maried^  and  your  noble 
Cbildiyn  ^  '. 

To  regn  in  this  Land  iis  tit  their  E/rbefytatfce^ 
Se  that  ye  have  me  in  Jpeciatl  Remembrance  .* 
Love  me  and  my  Cbyrcb  your  finritual  t^dyr. 
Far  ye  dif^ng  that  oon,  ^jijpyfe  that  otbyr. 

Look  that  ye  v>a!k  in  my  Prectpts^  and  obey 

them  well :      .    ' 
jSnd  here  1  give  yvtt  the  Jiimi  ^fyng  that  :l 
Gave  my  viell  beloved  Cfylder  oflfraeU  ;  " 

Blyffydbethe  Fntyt  vf  y%itr  flely  ^ 
Tower  Sub/lance  and  Frutys  IJbaH  epcret(fe  and 

tmlt^ptyi         '.,  ■  "  "_^         '.;' 

Tower  rebellious .Enimes  IfliaUpiit  in  ytrar 

Hand,      _.        \\:'  '  - 

Encreafing  in  Hdmur  boib'yow,  ana' yowr. Lend. 

LwHs. .  This  would  be  cenrur«t  now-a-dayt 
as  profinc  to  the  higheft' Degree. 

7r«fw.  No  doubt  on*t:  yet  you  fee.  there 
was  a  Time  when  People  were  not  ib  nicety^ 
cenforibus  in  thefe  Matters,  but  were  wUIing^ 
to  take  Things  irt  the  beft  Scnfe  ;  and  then  this 
was  thought  a  noble  Entertainment  for  the 
greateft 
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greateft  King  in  Europe  (fuch  I  cfteem  King 
Hmij  VII.  at  that  Time)  ainJ  proper  for  that 
Day  of  mighty  Joy  »nd  Triumph-  And  I 
muil.&rtha  obfervc- put , of  Lord  Bttcm's 
Hiftpry  of  Heary  VII.  that  the  chief  Man 
who  had  the  Care  of  that  Day's  Proceeding 
was  BKhop  Fox^  a  grave  Councilor  for  War 
or  .  Peace, .  and  ^o.  a,  gopd  Surveyor  of  Works, 
and  a  good  Mailer  of  Ceremonies,  and  it 
jeems  he  approv'd  it.  The  laid  Lord  Bacon 
tcUs  us  £utner,  tliat  whofoever  had  thofe  Toys 
in  compiling,  they  were  not  altogether  pedan- 
tical. 

Lcvew.  Thefc  Things  however  are  fiir 
from-thftt  which  we  underftand  by  tlie  Name  of 
WPlay-    '  ".■  . 

Iruetn.  It  may  be  fo.j. but  thefe. were  the 
Plays  of  thofe  Times."  Afterwards  in  the 
Rcignof  King  Hrmy-Via.  both,  tlje  $uty«£t 
and  F,pTm  o£  thefc  Pl^'S  ,beg^  A9..4ter,  and 
have  fince  varied  more  and  mors,  I  have 
.by  me,  a  thing  aWf^  .^  jmtry  PH^M^fn 
.tte  Partner  a}td  the  f^tre^  ',the_  Curpti  Mifd 
Neybour  Prfttte^  print^  .tbc:5th  of  April 
1 533'  w^icfa  y^%  ^^  2 4  ^^1  VUl,  (»  few 
Years  before  the  Diflbfutjon  of  MonafUries.) 
The  Defign  of  this  Play-  was  to'tidiculQ  Friers 
'and  Pardoners.  Of  which  I'll  give  you  a 
Tafte.  To  begin,  it,  the  Frier  ?nt?rs  with 
thcfe  Words : 

Deus  hie  J  the  Hi^y  Trynyte 
PK^firve  ail  that  now  here-  be. 
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tiere  Brethemff  yfye  •mH.  emfyda^     , 
'the  Caufe  why  I  am  com  byiier,         . 
Te  nmlde  be  glad  io^Juwtv  my'EritgM  5 
For  J  cam  not  irftber'f$r'  Mwff  wr  jftr  -Rffl^ 
/  rtm  mt  bytber  far  ^at  mrfir  iSeaU\ 
But  I  cme  bytbff"  Jotyour  Soukf  fteitJe,  SV, 

After  a  long  Preamble,  he  addtcOes'  fahnielf 
to  preach,    when   the    Pardoner  enters  witK 

theic.  Words:  ''•  '•    \   ■'■'    -'.■  •■'    ■-.'". 

God.  and  St.  hccTardcfffidye^'iiisGrat^ 
jis  many  as  benxiffembUd  in  i^'Plaei^^c^ 

And  ipakes  a  long  Sp^ch,  &^:ivtftg  Ws  Bn^ljl 
and  his  Reliques,  in  cn-der  toT^  hu  IVifdobs, 
for  the  raifitig.  fotne.-MoDC^  tPVKrdi  Ac  re^ 

building  ,,':'■    '■■■*' 

Oj-tbe  holy  Cbappell  ^fofffetf^yttt  teopanjf^ 
Which  late  by  Tyre  leas^firoyed  and  mar de^ 

Both  thefe  fpeaking  together,  with  continual 
Interruption,  at  laA  they  &fl  -tc^ether-  by  the 
Ears.     Here  the, Curate  enters  (for ybumuft 
.  kuow  the  Scene  lies  iii  the  Church)    -     - 

Hold  your  Baads'i  a  yen^eance  myf  bct^  rtoc, 
7 bat  ever  ye  canu  bytber  to  make  this  adOt 
To  polute  nry  cbyrcbe,  &ci     ' 

Fri 
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Fri-   M^ifitr  Porfont  J  parvtr^U  ye  vail  gh* 

lycence^:         '"';.' 
Tff  tbisfa^  Knave  in'fbis  j(btdience 
ifp pui^  fit  "Ragman  lietles'ajifh'fyes^  " 
i def^rediiiMytt^i  mref bah  ones  cr  tva^ 
^toboUBsJ^m  tylt  tbai  I  Bad  done  ^ 
But  be  wculd  bere'np  Piore  than  the  Man  hf 
■y:—ibe':Mme;"-   '   ''  '    '.■/ '     •    .' 

Pard;  IVbyJhafde^  I  fii^re  tbe^  more  tban  ^at 

Mayjiet  P^ofjm  gave  '^e'  J^ycence  before  tbe. ' 
Jnd  limJe  tbott  -JtruKeeJiit  |  Iwui  Re/yke^ 

bere,    ' ,' 
Other- Ai^'er'fluffe  tbaH  thou  dojt  here  :  " 
■  I  wyH^edeffji  mtrentith  fbi'Syghf  of  it, 
^di'Jmll aH thy pratynge  oj  bofyWryt: 
tyr  ihat  excipt  that  tbe  Frecber  hiaf^fe  fyae 

J^ij- Preifcat^oH  itjyU%^e-Juver  a  dc%  "<^c.' 

Parf;  WS  more  <f  this  wranglyngjn  my  Cbyr^: 
IJbreweyffwr  lieriys.'^mjhr'tbi's  ^arrfe ' 
'  Is  there  any  Blood  JhM  %err-het^een  fbejt 
'    Kftaveif 
tanked' ^  God  tbey  had  no  Stavys, 
Nor  EgotoleSy  for  then  it  had  hen  ivronge. 
Well,  ^JhaUf^nge  another  Songe.  " 

Here  he  calls  his.  Neighbour.  Prat^  the  Con- 
^^blc,  witK  deiign  to  apprehend  'em,  and  fet 
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*em  in  die  Stocks.  '  'Bat  tHe  Friei;  and  Pard(»er 
prove  ftqrdy,  aj;^  will  not  b9 Aock'd,  but  £tll 
upon  the  poor^^uop  and  Con&ible,  and  hang 
them  bQth  fo  well  i^you^'dly,  that  a£  ^  they 
arc  gkd  to  let'  cheni  go  at  I^ibecty .:  and  ia  the 
Farcc^nds  wuli  a. ^cawnr  Battle.  Such  as, this 
Wcftf  the  Plays  of  that  Age,,  afied  in  Gentlc- 
mea's  Halls  at  ChrUhnas,  or  fuch  like  fefti^ 
Times,  tx  the  Servants  of  the.Fapiily,  or  Strblr 
Jers  who  went  abdut  awf  niade  "it  a  Trade. 
It  is  not  unlikelyr  th4t  tbfi  *  Lords  in  thoie 
p&vSr  and  Perfons  of  enuncnt  (^}^1^,  had 
their  feveral  Gangs  of  Players,  ais  fame  have 
nowof  F'ldlersy  t.o-whomtsey  ^ve  Qoaksand! 
Badges.  The  firft  Comedy  ^hat  1  have  fecn 
that  looks'  like  iegnlftr,  is  Giunf^  Qiirton'% 
^eeii/Oy  writ^  I  think,  in  thf  Rcjgn  of  King 
Edward  YI,'  This  "is  compofed  irf  five  Afts, 
the  Scenes  unbrokea,  and  the.  Unities  of  'Hsne 
and'  Place  duly  ohierved.  '  It  was  a^td  at 
€brijt&  College  in  f^a/ahid^t  i  there  ootbdog 
is  yet  any  fettled  an(f  publicly  Theatres. 

Xiovfw.  I  bbfifve,  Truemwt^  from  what  you 
have  faid,  that  Plays  In  England  had  a  Begin- 
ning much  like  thofe  of  Greece  j  the  J^ioaakgues 
and  Pageantt^dr^^wn  from  Place  to  place  on 
Whtds,  anfwcr  esaflly  to  ihc  Cart  of  7^/f, 

and 


«i7  PLrftrt  i  ka  M  Itsl  tittr  Ivitlve  if  tit  ttjl  */  aU  At/r  miAt 
i^ltJ  M  ftHMialtmdi,  v:tit  eitfiw,  tfiJ/uMrn  btr  Servati, 
StON^i  Jnwali,  f.  698. 
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and  the  Improvements  have  been  by  iiich  littls 
Steps  and  Degrees  as  among  the  Ancients,  ttU 
at  laft,  to  life  the  Wordsof  Sir  George  Buck 
(in  his  Third  Univerfity  of  England)  "  t>an 
"  matick  Pocfy  is  fo  lively  cxprefs'd  and  repre^' 
**  fented  upon  the  publick  Stages  and  Theatres 
"  of  this  City,  asRcme  in  the^ge  (the  h^hcft 
•*  Pitch)  of  her  Pomp  and  Glory,  never  &w  it; 
*'  better  performed,  I  mean  (lays  he)  in  reibcA 
«  of  the  A^on  and  Art,  and  not  of  the  Coft 
"and  Suioptiionlhcfs,"  .'This  he  writ  about 
the  Year  i$3ik  But  can  you  Inform  me^ 
Trueman,  when  the  pubtlck.  llieatres  were  firft 
ereSed  ior  this  I'lirpofe  in  X^^dont 

Tr«r»i.  Not  certainly;  but,  I  prefume^  ft- 
bout  the  Beginnihg  of  Oueen  EiizaMh's  Retgn. 
For  5/aaj'in^his  Survey  of  London  (which  Book 
was  5rft  printed  In  the  Year  1598)  iays,  "  Of 
<*  lafe  Years  iij  Place  of  thefe  Stagc-Pbiys  (V,*. 
**  thofe  of  religious  Matters)  have  been  ufed 
"  Comedie^  Tragedies,  IntefludcG,  and  HiAo- 
"  ries,  both  true  and  feigned  ^  for  the  A£ting 
"  whereof  certain  publick  Places,  as  the  Thea- 
"  tre,  the  Curtine,  {?f. 'l^ve  been  crcfled." 
AndtheContinuatorof5/0w'sAnnak,  p.  1004, 
fays,  that  in  fixty  Year$  before  the  PubUcatioa 
of  that  Bopkj  (which  was  ^n.  X^eO,  1629) 
no  lels.  than  leventecii  publick  Stages,  or  coin- 
mon  Play-houTes,  had  been  built  in  and  ^x>ut 
London.    In  which  Number  he  reckons  fivo 
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Ions  or  comtnoti  Ofteries,  to  have  been  in  im 
Time  turned  into  I^ay-houies,  one  Cockpit^ 
St.  Pants  fingtng  School,  bne  in  tne  jBtack- 
Jrier$y  one  in-the  IVbite-frtH-it  and  one  m  for-«; 
iner  Time  at  Nrwington  Butts  >  and  adds,  bie-i 
£re  the  Space  of  &x.tf  Years  pafl,  I  never 
knew,  heard,  or  read  of  any  luch  Tlieatres^ 
or  Stages,  or  Flay-houTcs,  as  have  been  pur- 
poiely  built  widiin  Man's  Memory, 

Idfoew,  After  all,  t  have  been  told,  thai 
St^-plays  are  inconliftent  with  the  Laws  of 
diis  Kingdom,  and  Players  niade  Rogues  by 
Statute. 

7ruem,  He  that  told  you  fb,  ftralnM  a  Point 
•f  Truth.  I  never  met  with  ahytdw  wholly 
to  fappreis  them :  fometimes  indeed  they  have 
been  prohibited  for  a  Seaibn  j  as  in  Times  0/ 
Lent,  general  Mourning,  pr  publick  Calami-4 
ties,  or  upon  other  Occaiions,^  when  the  Go-' 
vemment  law  fit.  Thus  by  Proclamation,  7 
of  Aprily  in  the  firft  Year  of  Qneen  Elizas 
hethy  Plays  and  Interludes  were  forbid  till  Al- 
haihw-tide  next  following.  JhlUnJktd  p.  1 1 S4. 
Some  Statutes  have  been  made  for  their  Regu- 
lation or  Reformation*  not  general  SupprefHori* 
B^  the  Stat.  39.  £/7Z.  cap.  4.  (Which  was 
made  for  the  fupprefling  of  Rogufts,  Vagabonds, 
and  fturdy  Beggars)  it  is  enafted  S.  ?.  "  Tj&a/ 
'•  ell  Perjons  that  be^  or  utter  tbemfelves  to  he, 
^  ProSforiy  ProcarerSy  Patm  Gatberirt,  or 
"  ColUSiors 
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**  CoUe&ors  for  Goals^  Prifins^  orBoJpitali,  or 
"  FencerSf  Bearwards,  common  Ph^ers  of  hi^ 
"  terhdes  and  Minfirek^  ^wandering  abroad^ 
**  (other  than  P/t^ert  of  Interludes  belonging  td 
*'  any  Barton  of  this  Realmi  or  any  other  honour'' 
**  able  Perfonage  of  greater  Tiegree^  ta  be  au^ 
"  tk>riz'dto  play  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of 
*  jlrms  offuvh  Baron  or  Perfonage)  allfuglersf. 
**  ^iniersj  Pedlars^  and  petty  Chapmen,  wan^ 
**  if  ring  abroad^  all  laand'ring  Perfons,  Sec 
*  able  in  Body,  ufing  loyteripg^  and  rejufing  to 
**  toorkforfuch  fe^mable  Wages  as  is  common- 
"  fy_  given,  &c.  'thefe  fhaU  be  a^udged  and 
'*  deemed  "^qguest  Vagabondi^  and.JlurdyBeg-^ 
\  **  garSf  and pwtijhed  as  fuch."     '  ' 

Lavevj.  6ut  this  Privilege  of . Authorifing  or 
Licenfing,  is  ^en  away  by  ihe,  Stat  Jaf.l,  ■ 
cii.  7.  S.,i.  and  therefore  all  of  them  {as  Mr, 
C^ier  iaysj  p.  242.)  arc  exprefly  brought  un-^ 
der  the  iafbre^d  Penalty^  without  DiiUhdlion. 

^ruem.  If  he  means  ^1  Players,  without 
Diilin£tk>n,  'tis  a  great  Mlibke,  For  the 
Force  of  the  Queen's  -Statute  extends  only  to 
wand'ring  Players,  and  not  to  fuch  as  are  thf 
King  or  Queen's  Servants,  and  eftablilli'd  in 
fettted  Houfes,  "by  Royal  Authority.  On  fuch," 
the  ijl  Ghiu^fter  of  vagrant  Players  (or  as  they 
arc  now  called.  Strollers)  can  caft  no  more 
Afperlion,  than  the  wand'ring  Proftors,  in  the 
fame  Statute  mentioned,  on  thofe  of  DoSion- 
O  o  Corhntom, 
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Commons.  By  a  Stat,  piade  3  Jac.  I.  di.  21, 
k  was  enabled,  "  7b(tt  if  a^  Per/on  Jktdl  in 
*•  ati"^  Stage~fl<^y  Interlude^  Shew^  May-game 
"  or  Pageant^  jeftingly  or  prvpbanely  jfeak  or 
"  fife  the  holy  Name  of  God,  Chri/f  fejus,  or 
*'  of  the  Trinity,  be  JhaH Jorfejt  for  every  Jkcb 
•*  Offence  lol."  The  Stat,  i  Charles  I.  ch.  i, 
enaas,  "  That  no  Meetings,  j^emblies,  or  Con- 
"  courfe  of  People  Jhall  be  out  of  (befr  own  Pat 
*^rijhes,  on  tkf  l^r4' s-Day,  for  arty  Sports  or 
"  Pafimes  wbatjoever,  nor  any  Beflr~kaiting, 
"  Bull- baitings  Interludes^  fommon  Plays,  or 
**  other  unlawful  Exercifes  fnd  Pafiimes,'  t^e4 
**  6y  any  Perjbn  or  Perfo^s  wfthin  their  own 
"  Panjhes.'^  Thefeareall  the  Statutes  that  J 
fan  think  of,  rtlating  to  the  Seage  and  Placers  ^ 
but  nothing  to  fupp-cfs  them  totally,  i|H  the 
two  Ofdinances  of  the  Long  ParHament,  one 
on  the  2  2d  of  OSober  1647,  the  other  of  the 
1  ith  of  Feb.  1647.  By  which  all  Stagerplajrs 
and  Interludes  are  abfolutely  forbid ;  the  Stages, 
Seats,  Galleries,  ^c.  to  be  ^1^  down ;  all 
Players,  tho*  callipg  themfelves  the  King  or 
Queen's  Servants,  if  fpnvi^ed  ofafting  within 
two  Months  befqr?  fuch  Cpfivkftion,  tp  be 
punifhed  as  Rogues  jiccprding  to  Law}  the 
Money  received  by  them  to  go  to  tfw  Poor  of 
the  Parifti ;  and  every  Speftator  to  pay  fire 
Shillings  to  the  Ufc  of  the  Poor.  Alio  Cockr 
fighting  was  prohibited  by  one  of  0/iver's  Afts 
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of  31  March  1644,  But  I  iuppofe  00  Body 
pretends  thele  Things  to  be  Laws.  I  could 
fay  more  on  this  Subjed,  but  I  muft  break  ofF 
here,  and  leave  you,  Lovewit ;  my  Occafions 
require  it, 

Lovew.  Farewell,  old  Cavalier. 

I'ruem.  'Tie  properly  ^d ;  we  are  almo^ 
^1  pf  ps,  now,  goae  and  ioFgottau 


FINIS. 
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